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Subtly calling attention to issues in the news during the 45th presidency, the paintings contrast current events 
from 2016-2020 with an optimistic view of nature’s resilience. 

A consummate observer of both nature and politics, Straus juxtaposes classic romantic landscapes of National 
Parks or images inspired by 19th-century artists such as Martin Johnson Heade and John Kensett with layers of 
recent newspaper coverage of politics, racism, immigration, human rights and other issues.

“After the 2016 election I had a feeling of impending doom,” Straus said. “I began to witness the news go from 
bad to worse. This was the initial impetus in covering whatever surface I was working on with the newspaper to 
contrast the absurdity and tragedies of humanity with depictions of the magnificence of nature.”

Although much of the news is painted over by Straus, headlines and images can still be seen within his land-
scapes of mountains, oceans, and gardens. At times he will scratch additional headlines and phrases from the 
news over the paintings in graphite, some readable and some not, but often becoming a cacophony of jumbled 
information. This underlining layer of information grew to include his son’s drawings as well as day-to-day mun-
dane shopping lists, and even rejection letters from the Guggenheim fellowship. 

Some of the landscapes are further altered by digitally-inspired glitches and translucent shrouds created by ad-
hering rice paper over parts of the image, referring to man’s uneasy relationship with nature. Other paintings 
are meant to provide escape from the daily bombardment of news, while several become a visual version of the 
news that is most important to him as an artist.

“It is my continued belief in the resilience of nature, that no matter what we do, it will survive even if we don’t, 
and that something will grow out of the cracks of whatever we leave,” Straus notes. “But, it is also my hope that 
we get our act together and start saving what we can’t survive without. While I think of these paintings as opti-
mistic, I hope that they also suggest that the Earth is being drastically affected by our presence, and we need to 
improve our relationship to nature.”



STILL LOOKING FOR THE PROMISED LAND  2018
 oil on newspaper and shopping lists adhered to jute adhered to wood, framed in lead, 41 x 63 in.  104 x 160 cm.



OUT OF PARADISE BRITISH COLUMBIA, 2020
 oil on newspaper and shopping lists adhered to paper adhered to wood, framed in lead, 38 x 63 x 2 1/2 in.  96.5 x 160 x 6.4 cm.



OUT OF PARADISE: GRAND TETONS  2018 
oil on newspaper and shopping lists transferred and adhered to canvas framed in lead, 56 x 38 x 2 1/2 in.  142.2 x 96.5 x 6.4 cm.



BIG ROCK CANDY MOUNTAIN 2018, 
oil on newspaper and shopping lists transferred and adhered to cavas framed in lead, 40 x 60 in.  101.6 x 152.4 cm.



A CRACK IN THE MAJESTIC  2018-21
oil and metal leaf on newspaper adhered to canvas adhered to wood framed in lead, 49 x 62 x 2 in.  124.5 x 157.5 x 5 cm.



OLD NEWS MAJESTIC 2017
oil on newspaper adhered to canvas encased on lead, 24 x 24 x 2 in.  61 x 61 x 5 cm.



THE BIG MOUNTAIN  COSMIC PEGBOARD PAINTING 2017 
oil on pegboard and masonite, 24 x 48 in.  61 x 122 cm.



VOLCANO GLITCH, 201, oil on jute adhered to canvas, 48 x 72 x 2 in.  122 x 183 x 5 cm.



A CRACK IN THE MAJESTIC, 201, left panel: oil on canvas, right panel: oil on lead, 12 x 24 x 12 in.  30.5 x 61 x 30.5 cm.



BIG ROCK CANDY MOUNTAIN, 2018, oil on paper, 22 x 30 in.  55.9 x 76.2 cm
NO COUNTRY FOR MARLBORO MEN, 2019, oil on newspaper and shopping lists transferred and adhered to paper, 22 x 30 in. 55.9 x 76.2 cm.



HOMAGE TO BOB ROSS, BANANAS, AND BAD NEWS, 2019, oil on newspaper and shopping lists transferred and adhered to paper, 22 x 30 in.  55.9 x 76.2 cm.
THE SNOWS OF KILIMANJARO, 2018, oil on newspaper and shopping list transferred and adhered to paper, 22 x 30 in. 55.9 x 76.2 cm.



OUT OF PARADISE: BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAINS, 2020, oil on newspaper and shopping lists adhered to paper, 22 x 30 in.  55.9 x 76.2 cm.
BEEN TO THE MOUNTAINTOP, STILL LOOKING FOR THE PROMISED LAND, 2018, 

magic marker, oil and graphite on newspaper adhered to paper, 22 x 30 in.  55. 9 x 76. 2 cm.
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