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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

1 Kings 17:8–16                                                                                                                                                                                               
Galatians 5:25—6:10                                                                                                                                                                         
Matthew 6:24–34 

Anxious Bondage vs. Confident Trust 

“You cannot serve God and money” (Matt. 6:24–34), for they require two contrary forms of service. Worry is 
the worship given to the false god of mammon, an unbelieving anxiousness and focus on the things of this 
world. Faith is the worship of the true God, a confident trust that He is a loving Father who will care for all of 
our needs in both body and soul. The widow of Zarephath served God— that is, she believed the word of the 
Lord spoken by Elijah that the bin of flour would not be used up nor would the jar of oil run dry (1 Kings 17:8–
16). He who feeds the birds and clothes the flowers will certainly provide for our daily needs. For He has 
already provided for our eternal needs, clothing us with Christ’s righteousness in Baptism and feeding us His 
body and blood for our forgiveness. With such confidence we are liberated from worry and freed to do good 
with our material resources, especially to those who are of the household of faith (Gal. 5:25–6:10). 

 Silent Preservice Meditation and Prayer                                                                                                                           

Blessed Lord, you have caused all Holy Scripture to be written for our learning.  Grant that we may so hear 

them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience and the comfort of your holy Word, we 

may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Music for Reflection 
Announcements 
 
Gathering Hymn 

712 Seek Ye First 
1 Seek ye first the kingdom of God, 

And His righteousness. 
And all these things shall be added unto you! 
Allelu, alleluia! 

 
2 Ask and it shall be given unto you, 

Seek and ye shall find, 
Knock and the door shall be opened unto you, 
Allelu, alleluia! 

 
3 Man does not live by bread alone, 

But by ev’ry word 
That proceeds from the mouth of the Lord, 
Allelu, alleluia! 

Text: © 1972 Maranatha! Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: CCLI no. 1851408-01-8591 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 
P      If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  



P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body 
and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Kneel/Stand 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 
Amen. 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered 
us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new 
life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and 
praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

Service of the Word 

Lord, Have Mercy (Kyrie)                       LSB 204 
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis                                                   LSB 204 
C 1 To God on high be glory 

    And peace to all the earth; 
    Goodwill from God in heaven 
    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
    We praise and bless You, Father; 
    Your holy name, we sing— 
    Our thanks for Your great glory, 
    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 
  
2 To You, O sole-begotten, 
    The Father’s Son, we pray; 
    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 
    You take our sins away. 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 
    Receive our heartfelt cry, 
    Where You in pow’r are seated 
    At God’s right hand on high— 
  
3 For You alone are holy; 
    You only are the Lord. 
    Forever and forever, 
    Be worshiped and adored; 
    You with the Holy Spirit 
    Alone are Lord Most High, 
    In God the Father’s glory. 
    “Amen!” our glad reply. 

 
Salutation and Prayer of the Day 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 



P Let us pray. 
O Lord, we implore You, let Your continual pity cleanse and defend Your Church; and because she 
cannot continue in safety without Your aid, preserve her evermore by Your help and goodness; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 
 
Old Testament Reading                                                                                                     1 Kings 17:8-16 

  
  

8Then the word of the LORD came to him: 9“Get up! Go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and live there. 
I have commanded a woman there, a widow, to provide for you.” 

10So he got up and went to Zarephath. He came to the city gate, and there he saw a widow gathering sticks. 
He called to her and said, “Please give me a little water in a jar, so that I can have something to drink.” 

11When she went to get it, he called to her, “Please bring me a piece of bread.” 
12She said, “As surely as the LORD your God lives, I have no food except a handful of flour in a jar and a little 

olive oil in a pitcher. See, I am gathering a couple of sticks so that I can go and prepare it for myself and my 
son, so that we can eat it and then die.” 

13Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid. Go and do just as you said. But first make a small loaf of bread for me 
from the flour and bring it out to me. Then go and make another for you and your son. 14For this is what the 
LORD, the God of Israel, says. The jar of flour will not run out and the pitcher of oil will not become empty until 
the day the LORD sends rain to water the surface of the ground.” 

15So she went and did exactly as Elijah said. He and she, as well as her household, were able to eat for many 
days. 16The jar of flour did not run out, and the pitcher of oil did not become empty, just as the LORD had said 
through Elijah.  

  

P    This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                                                                                               

C    Thanks be to God. 

 
New Testament/Epistle        Galatians 5:25–6:10 

  

  

25If we live by the spirit, let us also walk in step with it. 26Let us not become conceited, provoking one 
another and envying one another.  

6:1Brothers, if a person is caught in some trespass, you who are spiritual should restore such a person in a 
spirit of humility, carefully watching yourself so that you are not also tempted. 2Bear one another’s burdens, 
and in this way fulfill the law of Christ. 3For if someone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives 
himself. 4Let each person test his own work, and then he will take pride in regard to himself and not his 
neighbor. 5For each man will bear his own burden.  

6Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with his teacher.  
7Do not be deceived. God is not mocked. To be sure, whatever a man sows, he will also reap. 8Indeed, the 

one who sows for his own sinful flesh will reap destruction from the sinful flesh. But the one who sows for the 
spirit will reap eternal life from the spirit. 9Let us not become weary of doing good, because at the appointed 
time we will reap, if we do not give up. 10So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and 
especially to those who belong to the household of faith.   

 
P    This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                                                                                             

C     Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse 

 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
C These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

 



Holy Gospel                                                                                                                         Matthew 6:24–34 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
24“No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the 

one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and mammon.  
25“For this reason I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink, or about your body, 

what you will wear. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air. 
They do not sow or reap or gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth 
much more than they?  

27“Which of you can add a single moment to his lifespan by worrying? 28Why do you worry about clothing? 
Consider how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin, 29but I tell you that not even Solomon in all 
his glory was dressed like one of these. 30If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today 
and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will he not clothe you even more, you of little faith?  

31“So do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ 32For the 
unbelievers chase after all these things. Certainly your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 
33But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34So 
do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”   
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life + of the world to come. Amen. 



Sit 
 
Message Hymn 
750 If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee 

1 If thou but trust in God to guide thee 
    And hope in Him through all thy ways, 
He’ll give thee strength, whate’er betide thee, 
    And bear thee through the evil days. 
Who trusts in God’s unchanging love 
Builds on the rock that naught can move. 

 
2 What can these anxious cares avail thee, 

    These never-ceasing moans and sighs? 
What can it help if thou bewail thee 
    O’er each dark moment as it flies? 
Our cross and trials do but press 
The heavier for our bitterness. 

 
3 Be patient and await His leisure 

    In cheerful hope, with heart content 
To take whate’er thy Father’s pleasure 
    And His discerning love hath sent, 
Nor doubt our inmost wants are known 
To Him who chose us for His own. 

 
4 God knows full well when times of gladness 

    Shall be the needful thing for thee. 
When He has tried thy soul with sadness 
    And from all guile has found thee free, 
He comes to thee all unaware 
And makes thee own His loving care. 

 
Message “Not all troubles are necessary . . .” 

 
Stand 
 
Prayers of the Church 

P. Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

Brief silence 
 

(Pastor will end each petition with "Lord, in Your mercy."                                                                                                              
We will invite the congregation to respond "hear our prayer.") 

 
Blessing (Benediction)                                      LSB 234  

P    The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  
C    Amen.  
 
(Internet livestreaming ends here) 

Sit 

 



Service of the Sacrament 

Stand 
 

Preface                                                  LSB 208  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on 
us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent 
Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death 
that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus)         LSB 208 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;  
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!  

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your 
only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
  
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, 
and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You 
promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-
giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
  
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us 
Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the 
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 



The Words of Our Lord 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 

them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Peace of the Lord (Pax Domini) 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 
Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)        LSB 210 

C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
 
2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

Sit 
 
Receiving the Lord’s Supper 
 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to 
those who come to receive, saying: 

 
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 
Amen. 
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your 
sins. 
Amen. 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart  in peace. 
C Amen. 

 
Stand 
 
Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis)                               LSB 211 

C 1  O Lord, now let Your servant 
    Depart in heav’nly peace, 
    For I have seen the glory 
    Of Your redeeming grace: 
    A light to lead the Gentiles 
    Unto Your holy hill, 
    The glory of Your people, 
    Your chosen Israel. 
 



2  All glory to the Father, 
    All glory to the Son, 
    All glory to the Spirit, 
    Forever Three in One; 
    For as in the beginning, 
    Is now, shall ever be, 
    God’s triune name resounding 
    Through all eternity. 

 
Post-Communion Prayer 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and 
in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Blessing (Benedicamus)                                        LSB 212 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Blessing (Benediction) 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn     
750 If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee 

5 Nor think amid the fiery trial 
    That God hath cast thee off unheard, 
That he whose hopes meet no denial 
    Must surely be of God preferred. 
Time passes and much change doth bring 
And sets a bound to ev’rything. 

 
6 All are alike before the Highest; 

    ’Tis easy for our God, we know, 
To raise thee up, though low thou liest, 
    To make the rich man poor and low. 
True wonders still by Him are wrought 
Who setteth up and brings to naught. 

 
7 Sing, pray, and keep His ways unswerving, 

    Perform thy duties faithfully, 
And trust His Word; though undeserving, 
    Thou yet shalt find it true for thee. 
God never yet forsook in need 
The soul that trusted Him indeed. 

Text: Public domain 
 

Music for Reflection 
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