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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

ELW Holy Communion Setting Four 

Sunday, September 13, 2020 CLC 8 & 11am 
 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

GATHERING SONG Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (alternate 

text) (ELW 859) 

The time of gathering song may be brief or extended, and may include 

one or more of the following: hymns, psalms; a Kyrie; a canticle of 

praise. 

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the God of creation! 

My heart is longing to offer up sweet adoration. 

Melody make; dulcimer, harp, now awake. 

Sound forth your praise, ev'ry nation. 

 

2 Praise the Almighty, o'er all life so wondrously reigning, 

and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 

Have you not seen? All that is needful has been 

sent by God's gracious ordaining. 

 

3 Praise the Almighty, who prospers your work and defends you; 

see from the heavens the showers of mercy God sends you. 

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do; 

Infinite Love here befriends you. 

 

4 Praise the Almighty! In wonder my spirit is soaring! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises outpouring. 

Let the amen sound from God's people again, 

gladly forever adoring. 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 148) 

 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia. 

 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Power and riches and wisdom and strength, 

and honor and blessing and glory are his. 

 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia. 

 

Sing with all the people of God 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing and honor and glory and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

 

This is the feast of victory for our God, 

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of 

forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore 

you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21 

After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the 

crime they had done against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph 

said, but God used this as an opportunity to do good and save many 

lives. 

A reading from Genesis. 
 

15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if 

Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the 

wrong that we did to him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your 

father gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, 

forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming 

you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God 

of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his 

brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your 

slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place 

of God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it 

for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 
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21So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In 

this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 103:8-13 

 8LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love; 

 9you will not always accuse us, 

  nor will you keep your anger forever. 

 10You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 

  nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 

 11For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

  so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 

 12As far as the east is from the west, 

  so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 

 13As a father has compassion for his children, 

  so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12 

This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here 

Paul helps us understand that despite different practices in worship and 

personal piety, we do not judge one another. All Christians belong to the 

Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us. 

A reading from Romans. 
 

1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of 

quarreling over opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the 

weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat must not despise those who 

abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; 

for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass judgment on servants 

of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they 

will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 
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  5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all 

days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those 

who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who 

eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those 

who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 

  7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we 

live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, 

whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end 

Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead 

and the living. 

  10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why 

do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the 

judgment seat of God. 11For it is written,  

 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 151) 
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Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. 

 



8 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35 

When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a 

parable that suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited 

mercy of God. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church 

sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 
22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven 

times. 

  23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 

who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the 

reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 
25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with 

his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 
26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with 

me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of 

that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, 

as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a 

hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you 

owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 

patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went 

and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his 

fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and 

they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his 

lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you 

all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had 

mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his 

lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 
35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not 

forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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KEIKI STORY 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive (ELW 605) 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
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1 "Forgive our sins as we forgive," you taught us, Lord, to pray; 

but you alone can grant us grace to live the words we say. 

 

2 How can your pardon reach and bless the unforgiving heart 

that broods on wrongs and will not let old bitterness depart? 

 

3 In blazing light your cross reveals the truth we dimly knew: 

how trifling others' debts to us; how great our debt to you! 

 

4 Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls and bid resentment cease; 

then, by your mercy reconciled, our lives will spread your peace. 
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APOSTLES' CREED 

The Nicene Creed or the Apostles’ Creed may be spoken. The Nicene 

Creed is appropriate during Advent, Christmas, Easter, and on festival 

days; the Apostles’ Creed during Lent and at other times. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

LITURGY OF HEALING (All) 

Liturgy of Healing 

The presiding minister may address the assembly with these words.  

Sisters and brothers, friends and neighbors, I invite you to come and 

receive a sign of healing and wholeness in the name of the triune God.  

Those who wish to receive laying on of hands may stand in place. The 

minister raises both hands blesses them. The minister may also make the 

sign of the cross in blessing.  
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Name ___________________, in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

be strengthened and filled with God’s grace, that you may know the 

healing power of the Spirit. Amen.  

The assembly stands, and the presiding minister continues.  

Let us pray. Living God, through the laying on of hands, grant comfort 

in suffering to all who are in need of healing. When they are afraid, give 

them courage; when afflicted, give them patience; when dejected, give 

them hope; and when alone, assure them of the support of your holy 

people. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the 

world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church 

throughout the world; make it a place of welcome. Strengthen our faith. 

E ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 

 

The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. 

Have compassion on your creation. Where human selfishness has 

brought ruin and destruction, we look to you to heal, renew, and redeem 

your world. E ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 

 

Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter 

grudges. Settle our hearts when we want to settle accounts with violence. 

Bless our leaders with patience and wisdom, especially our president, 

our governors, and our mayors. E ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 
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Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for 

all who are oppressed. Free victims of human trafficking and forced 

labor; deliver all who are bound by debt. Feed all who hunger, and guard 

refugees fleeing famine, poverty, and war. Especially today do we lift up 

to you all those whom we name in our hearts and whose names we now 

speak aloud …. E ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 

 

Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still 

our tongues when we are tempted to pass judgment and argue over 

opinions. Make this congregation, Christ Lutheran Church, a community 

of mercy for one another and for all our neighbors. E ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for 

those who have showed us faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how 

to bow to you and the tongues that taught us to praise. E ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 

 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to 

your mercy; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE AND ALOHA 

Aloha nui e ‘oukou.  

‘O ke aloha o ka Haku  

e mau ana me ‘oukou  

apau loa.  

 

Friends and neighbors, sisters and brothers, the peace of Christ be with 

you always.  

And also with you. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING As We Gather at Your Table (ELW 522) 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care 

of those in need. You may mail your offerings via USPS or drop them off 

in the church mailbox. You may also make an offering via our “Donate” 

button on our website, www.clcmililani.org. And don’t forget to use 

smile.amazon.com! 

1 As we gather at your table, as we listen to your word, 

help us know, O God, your presence; 

let our hearts and minds be stirred. 

Nourish us with sacred story till we claim it as our own; 

teach us through this holy banquet 

how to make Love's vict'ry known. 

 

2 Turn our worship into witness in the sacrament of life; 

send us forth to love and serve you, 

bringing peace where there is strife. 

Give us, Christ, your great compassion to forgive as you forgave; 

may we still behold your image 

in the world you died to save. 

 

3 Gracious Spirit, help us summon other guests to share that feast 

where triumphant Love will welcome 

those who had been last and least. 

There no more will envy blind us nor will pride our peace destroy, 

as we join with saints and angels 

to repeat the sounding joy. 

http://www.clcmililani.org/
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OFFERING PRAYER 

After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead one of the following 

or a similar prayer. 

E pule, Kakou. Let us pray. 

Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered 

together to become one bread, so let your church be gathered together 

from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory 

through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 152) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 153) 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: 

you we praise and glorify, you we worship and adore. 

You formed the earth from chaos; 

you encircled the globe with air; 

you created fire for warmth and light; 

you nourish the lands with water. 

You molded us in your image, 

and with mercy higher than the mountains, 

with grace deeper than the seas, 

you blessed the Israelites and cherished them as your own. 
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That also we, estranged and dying, 

might be adopted to live in your Spirit, 

you called to us through the life and death of Jesus. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Together as the body of Christ, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

With this bread and cup we remember your Son, 

the first-born of your new creation. 

We remember his life lived for others, 

and his death and resurrection, which renews the face of the earth. 

We await his coming, 

when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom, 

all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, 

send upon us and this meal your Holy Spirit, 

whose breath revives us for life, 

whose fire rouses us to love. 
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Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. 

Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, 

that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

Holy and benevolent God, 

receive our praise and petitions, 

as Jesus received the cry of the needy, 

and fill us with your blessing, 

until, needy no longer and bound to you in love, 

we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: 

through whom all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living One, 

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Na Makana a ke Akua no ka Po‘e a ke Akua 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

E komo mai, e kipa mai. 

Come, all is ready. You are welcome. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION SONG - THE QUEEN'S PRAYER 

O kou aloha no A ia I ka lani  

A o kou oia io He hemolele hoi. Amene. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

The assisting minister leads in the following prayer after communion. 

E pule, Kakou. Let us pray. 

O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the 

body and blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in 

need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
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SENDING SONG Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer (ELW 618) 
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1 Guide me ever, great Redeemer, 

pilgrim through this barren land. 

I am weak, but you are mighty; 

hold me with your pow'rful hand. 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

feed me now and evermore, 

feed me now and evermore. 

 

2 Open now the crystal fountain 

where the healing waters flow; 

let the fire and cloudy pillar 

lead me all my journey through. 

Strong deliv'rer, strong deliv'rer, 

shield me with your mighty arm, 

shield me with your mighty arm. 

 

3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

bid my anxious fears subside; 

death of death and hell's destruction, 

land me safe on Canaan's side. 

Songs and praises, songs and praises, 

I will raise forevermore, 

I will raise forevermore. 

 

DISMISSAL 

The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 
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