May 15, 2022                      The First Church of West Bridgewater 

Prelude and Hymn Sing                           Rosemary Valentine, Organist
Welcome        

Centering Music                  Choir
Call to Worship                                                 Deacon Leslie Simpson
L: Come to praise God, all you faithful people! Come, for God welcomes you and offers to draw close. 
P: Praise to God, who rules over all the earth. Praise to God, who is as near as our next breath. 
L: Sun and moon and stars shine in praise to God. God created them and established for each a place.
P: God has a place for us in this world; we have come that God may instruct and equip us. 
L: Mountains and hills, trees and animals praise God. Let all the rulers of the earth do so as well. 
P: God provides abundantly for our needs. God makes of one family all who dwell on earth.
* Hymn       “Praise the Lord! Ye Heavens, Adore Him”       H No. 10
Lighting the Christ Candle                          Deacon Leslie Simpson
Deacon: God, help us to reflect upon the life of Jesus–the whole life, including the Resurrection. Help us to keep his light within us alive.
Time of Reconciliation - Congregation
Invitation              “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                H No. 414
Scripture                          Psalm 148:1–10                            H No. 731
(Choir sings  cxchoral response . . .Leader reads odd verses. . . congregation reads even verses)
Unison Prayer of Confession: We admit, holy God, that we find it hard to hear your promise of new life. Even when we are dissatisfied with our lives, it is easier to cling to what we know than to risk the unknown. You challenge us to accept people who are different from us, but we are not eager to associate with them. You command us to love one another, but some people are hard to love. O God, melt our defenses so we can accept your love and let it flow through us. Grant us courage to embrace newness. Amen.
Assurance        “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”              H No. 146

Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look full in his wonderful face. 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, 
in the light of his glory and grace.

Prayer Requests         “Cares Chorus”

I cast all my cares upon you; I lay all my burdens 
down at your feet, and anytime that I don’t know
what to do; I will cast all my cares upon you.
Today’s flowers are given by Martha Amara 

Pastoral Prayer                                                 Pastor Steve Finlan 
Silent prayer…  Lord’s Prayer…“Eagle’s Wings” (chorus) H No. 385
And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of God’s hand.  

Scripture                     Revelation 21:3–6       Deacon Leslie Simpson
3I heard a loud voice from the throne saying . . . 4“God will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.”

5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”
Scripture                        John 13:31–35                 Pastor Steve Finlan
31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself 
and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
Sermon                “Love One Another”          Pastor Steve Finlan
* Hymn            “Now the Green Blade Riseth”                   H No. 210
Thank Offerings 
Invitation                                                                   Leslie Simpson, Deacon
Anthem                                                                                                 Choir
*Doxology                                                                                     H No. 563
*Offering Prayer 

* Hymn        “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun”            H No. 211
* Benediction
                                                  Church President
L: We go out as disciples of Jesus Christ. The world will recognize you by your love. 
P: Love has created us and makes us whole. We grow in love when we share love.
L: Praise God whose abundant mercies meet our needs. Commune daily with the one who heads our family.
P: When we know God’s presence, we are unafraid. Newness is welcomed as God’s gift to us. 
L: God is Alpha and Omega, beginning and end. God refreshes us daily with the gift of living water.
P: We have been baptized with water and the Holy Spirit. We are ambassadors of love to all we meet.    
L: Amen.   
P: Amen.
* Congregat. Response     “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”      H No. 571
* Postlude                                            Rosemary Valentine, Organist
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“We the members of The First Church of West Bridgewater united by the love of one another and guided by the teachings of Jesus, hold it to be our purpose to maintain a welcoming house for the worship of God; to teach and study the lessons of our faith, to develop programs for those in need; and to sponsor fellowship opportunities. All this we support in order to build a mutually sustaining and caring community of faith.”

________________________________________________________________________

Church Address:                                     29 Howard Street, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Mailing Address:                         P.O. Box 361, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Email Address:                                                                     firstchurchwb@juno.com
Church Website Address:                                                                    www.firstchurchwb.org
Church Office Telephone:                                                                                (508) 587-3118

                                    Love and Prayers List 
	Name
	Relative/Friend Of
	Reason

	All families and 
	friends grieving for 
	departed loved ones

	All people and
	families who are dealing
	with cancer

	Jan Adams
	Joyce’s step-mother
	Health and mood

	Karen Barstow
	Friend of the church
	Serious health issues

	Dick Chisholm
	Tina’s uncle
	Recently passed

	Arthur Curtis
	Julie Aubin was a friend of Joyce – Arthur took care of Julie
	Arthur is grieving the loss of Julie

	Bella DuBois
	WB 9th grader
	Bone cancer

	Norman Fenn
	Sharon’s husband
	Health issues

	Flaherty Family & Friends
	Family of Mathew
	Comfort for recent death

	Lynn & Jim Gledhill
	Marion & Bob Leonard’s friends
	Jim – stroke

Lynn – support

	Pedro Henrique
	David Sillars’s friend
	Cancer

	Mary Julius
	Daphne George’s friend
	Cancer

	Lance
	June & Ron Metcalf
	Has had good news about his Cancer treatment

	Marianna Lokshyn’s family
	Nancy Morrison’s relative
	Safety for them in Ukraine

	Lucie Lovell
	Chuck’s wife
	Health concerns

	Karrie McCall’s family
	She wrote to us
	Financial difficulties and her brother had a stroke

	Lois McCarthy
	Louise & Bob Chisholm’s friend
	Still receiving treatment at Dana Farber

	Shane McColgan
	Friend of Barbara Waugh
	Leukemia

	Paul
	Elaine
	Health issues

	Brian Pratt
	Alta’s nephew
	Cancer

	Randall family
	Bea Rice’s friends
	Betty -- Recent death

Elvert in LifeCare

	Sandy Rosa
	Sharon Ledin’s friend
	Acute Leukemia

	Jase Russell
	Tina & Tom Reed’s friend
	Recovering from Neuroblastoma

	Bill Salvador
	Former Husband of Janet
	Lung problems

	Cynthia Sylvester
	Barbara Waugh’s sister
	Breast cancer

	Samantha Trojano
	Mark’s wife
	Surgeries/two broken arms

	John Turner
	Husband of Roberta (Ginn)
	Needs Kidney

	People of Ukraine
	We care about them
	For safety

	Kim West
	Friend of Snow family
	Serious health issues


Please Put Updates in the Offertory Plate

                      THIS WEEK AT THE FIRST CHURCH______
Today                  10:00 A.M.
Service of Word 

  Deacon of the Month: Leslie Simpson
                             11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour


  Hostesses: Louise Chisholm and


  Christina Reed 

                             11:30 A.M.
Installation Planning Meeting

Mon., May 16
Office closed

  

  6:30 P.M.
KA Club Meeting

Tues., May 17
10:00 A.M.
Office open
Wed., May 18


Office closed   

6:00 P.M.  
No Adult Yoga until further notice
Thurs., May 19
 10:00 A.M. 
Office open    
 10:30 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve  

Fri., May 20
 10:00 A.M.
Office open__________________________
                                LOOKING AHEAD_________________
Sun., May 22
10:00 A.M.
Service of Word



                 

                                                            Deacon of the Month: Leslie Simpson
11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour 
  Hostesses: Marion Leonard & Sharon Ledin


11:30 A.M.
Church Council Meeting

Mon., May 23 


Office closed 


  6:30 P.M.
Parish Committee Meeting

Tues., May 24
10:00 A.M.
Office open

Wed., May 25
  

Office closed
Thurs., May 26
10:00 A.M.
Office open
10:30 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve

Fri., May 27
10:00 A.M.
Office open__________________________
On Sunday, May 8, we collected $ 989.00 towards meeting our weekly  

budget need of $1,451.00

The Mission and Outreach Committee reminds you to please remember the W.B. Food Pantry. The food item for May is Cookies; you may bring in your donation(s) on any Sunday. 
The West Bridgewater Food Pantry is looking for a few volunteers to assist with the monthly food pick up from the Greater Boston Food Bank. Volunteers need to be available one day a month (most often the first Tuesday of the month) from 12:00 noon to 4:30 p.m., able to lift 50 lbs., and able to drive a box truck. If interested, please contact the food pantry at 508-510-5274. 

Aid to Ukraine… We continue to collect for the people in Ukraine. If you would like to contribute to this effort, you may send, or bring, your contribution to (our) church and we will send it on. Please make your check out to The First Church and put “Ukraine Emergency Fund” in the memo line. Our missions committee

will send the funds collected on to provide shelter and food to the refugees.

                                    Love and Prayers List 
	Name
	Relative/Friend Of
	Reason

	All families and 
	friends grieving for 
	departed loved ones

	All people and
	families who are dealing
	with cancer

	Jan Adams
	Joyce’s step-mother
	Health and mood

	Karen Barstow
	Friend of the church
	Serious health issues

	Dick Chisholm
	Tina’s uncle
	Recently passed

	Arthur Curtis
	Julie Aubin was a friend of Joyce – Arthur took care of Julie
	Arthur is grieving the loss of Julie

	Bella DuBois
	WB 9th grader
	Bone cancer

	Norman Fenn
	Sharon’s husband
	Health issues

	Flaherty Family & Friends
	Family of Mathew
	Comfort for recent death

	Lynn & Jim Gledhill
	Marion & Bob Leonard’s friends
	Jim – stroke

Lynn – support

	Pedro Henrique
	David Sillars’s friend
	Cancer

	Mary Julius
	Daphne George’s friend
	Cancer

	Lance
	June & Ron Metcalf
	Has had good news about his Cancer treatment

	Marianna Lokshyn’s family
	Nancy Morrison’s relative
	Safety for them in Ukraine

	Lucie Lovell
	Chuck’s wife
	Health concerns

	Karrie McCall’s family
	She wrote to us
	Financial difficulties and her brother had a stroke

	Lois McCarthy
	Louise & Bob Chisholm’s friend
	Still receiving treatment at Dana Farber

	Shane McColgan
	Friend of Barbara Waugh
	Leukemia

	Paul
	Elaine
	Health issues

	Brian Pratt
	Alta’s nephew
	Cancer

	Randall family
	Bea Rice’s friends
	Betty -- Recent death

Elvert in LifeCare

	Sandy Rosa
	Sharon Ledin’s friend
	Acute Leukemia

	Jase Russell
	Tina & Tom Reed’s friend
	Recovering from Neuroblastoma

	Bill Salvador
	Former Husband of Janet
	Lung problems

	Cynthia Sylvester
	Barbara Waugh’s sister
	Breast cancer

	Samantha Trojano
	Mark’s wife
	Surgeries/two broken arms

	John Turner
	Husband of Roberta (Ginn)
	Needs Kidney

	People of Ukraine
	We care about them
	For safety

	Kim West
	Friend of Snow family
	Serious health issues


Please Put Updates in the Offertory Plate

                       THIS WEEK AT THE FIRST CHURCH______
Today                  10:00 A.M.
Service of Word – Mother’s Day

  Deacon of the Month: Leslie Simpson
                             11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour


  Hostesses: Louise Chisholm and


  Christina Reed 

                             11:30 A.M.
Installation Planning Meeting

Mon., May 16
Office closed

  

  6:30 P.M.
KA Club Meeting

Tues., May 17
10:00 A.M.
Office open
Wed., May 18


Office closed   

6:00 P.M.  
No Adult Yoga until further notice

Thurs., May 19
 10:00 A.M. 
Office open    

 10:30 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve  

Fri., May 20
 10:00 A.M.
Office open__________________________
                                LOOKING AHEAD_________________
Sun., May 15
10:00 A.M.
Service of Word 





  Deacon of the Month: Leslie Simpson
11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour: 

  Hostesses: Marion Leonard & Sharon Ledin



11:30 A.M.
Church Council Meeting

Mon., May 23 


Office closed 



  6:30 P.M.
Parish Committee Meeting

Tues., May 24
10:00 A.M.
Office open

Wed., May 25
  

Office closed
Thurs., May 26
10:00 A.M.
Office open

10:30 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve

Fri., May 27
10:00 A.M.
Office open__________________________
On Sunday, May 8, we collected $ 989.00 towards meeting our weekly  

budget need of $1,451.00

The Mission and Outreach Committee reminds you to please remember the W.B. Food Pantry. The food item for May is Cookies. You may bring in your donation(s) on any Sunday.

The West Bridgewater Food Pantry is looking for a few volunteers to assist with the monthly food pick up from the Greater Boston Food Bank. Volunteers need to be available one day a month (most often the first Tuesday of the month) from 12:00 noon to 4:30 p.m., able to lift 50 lbs., and able to drive a box truck. If interested, please contact the food pantry at 508-510-5274. 

Aid to Ukraine… We continue to collect for the people in Ukraine. If you would like to contribute to this effort, you may send, or bring, your contribution to (our) church and we will send it on. Please make your check out to The First Church and put “Ukraine Emergency Fund” in the memo line. Our missions committee

will send the funds collected on to provide shelter and food to the refugees.

