Calendar At A Glance
Worship Services
Sundays, Jan. 7, 14, 21, 28
8:30 & 11:00 am
Live with Jesus, 9:45 am
Prayer Group - 6:15 pm
Wednesday, Jan. 3,10,17, 24,31
Faith Builders Class - 7:00 pm
Tuesday, Jan. 2, 9,16, 23, 30
Men’s Open Bible Study - 6 :00 am
Wednesday, Jan. 3,10,17,24,31
Chancel Choir & Bell Choir Practice
Thursday, Jan. 4, 11,18, 25
6:00 pm & 7:00 pm
Exercise Class - 1:00 pm
Tuesday, Jan. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Thursday, Jan. 4, 11, 18, 25
5:00 pm
Sonlight Puppets - 6:00 pm
Thursday, Jan. 4, 11, 18, 25
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2018 -Time to Step Out of Your Comfort Zone?
Instead of New Year’s Resolutions which are easy to make, hard
to keep and frustrate us when we break them, let’s try something
different this year. I propose that Lakewoodians take a step out of
their comfort zone in 2018.
Mary and Joseph definitely stepped out of their comfort zones by
accepting a child who was God’s son, Jesus, not theirs. This was
especially true since Mary was not married to Joseph when the
child was conceived. However, they did this and were blessed as
they raised this child who would be our Savior.

Your “comfort zone” is where you are most at home and have a
pattern for your daily life. We all need that place to relax and go
about our routine without thought, but sometimes we need to step
out of it. Why? Stepping out of your “comfort zone” is important to
your personal growth as it challenges you to do something new or
Meetings
different. Taking risks (in this way) is healthy and can unleash
Church Council - Wednesday
some creativeness you may not realize you possess. Learning
Jan. 17, 7:00 pm
Clergy Support Group - Thursday new skills, while keeping and possibly expanding a healthy, strong
Jan. 18, 9:00 am
social network can keep our minds sharp as we age.
Evangelism - Wednesday
Jan. 10, 7:00 pm
Health Ministry - Thursday
Jan. 4, 6:30 pm
Outreach Committee - 7:00 pm
Wednesday , Jan. 10
Missions - Tuesday
Jan. 2, 7:00 pm
SPRC - Thursday
Jan. 18, 6:30 pm
Trustees - Thursday
Jan. 11, 6:30 pm
Worship Committee - Sunday
Jan. 21, 12:15 pm

Studies
Pastor’s Study - Monday, 7pm
Jan. 15, 22, 29
Others
Un-Decorate Church -Sunday.
Jan. 7, 12:15 pm
Faith Share - Sunday,
Jan. 14, 9:45 am
Red Bird Mission Trip Picnic
Jan. 14, 12:15 pm

Here are a few options to consider for leaving your comfort zone:
Work with other Lakewoodians to staff the overflow shelter for one
night, Sunday January 7th from 7 pm to 7am Monday the 8th. We
need volunteers to staff 3-4 hours at a time.
Join a Bible Study, Sunday School class or Faith Circle. Its
scary to be the “new person” in a group, but we’ve all been there at
some point.
Volunteer at Lakewood- here are a few ideas

Committees for Party in the Park or Annual Summer Picnic

Sunday school teacher or aide or at VBS

The rummage sales and the election day bake sales

Sunday Suppers- held twice a year at Church of the
Covenant

Serve lunch at Erie City Mission several times a year

Sign up to be a Lay Reader, Greeter or Usher

Join the Choir or Bell Choir

Join one of many work groups or committees that do the
church’s work

The church is always looking for new people to help. By joining or
helping, you can keep our committees, projects and ideas fresh.
Hopefully you will find the right place to add to your life by expandInter-Church Ministries Christian Unity
ing your comfort zone.
Service, Sunday, January 28 at 2:30 pm

Suzie Rosendahl
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PASTOR’S PAGE
Christian Unity
At a time in our world where we are more polarized than ever on political issues, which often spill over into the life of the church, it is important
to remember that Jesus prayed that His Church might be one so that the
world might believe the Gospel, the good news of God’s love for us. (John
17) Therefore, may we pray for unity, work for unity, and strive for unity.
Unity is not uniformity of belief, but a desire to maintain the union of believers. I believe the force that holds us together is love, God’s love for us and
our love for one another, in spite of our differences.
On Sunday, January 28th, Inter-Church Ministries of Erie County
is hosting its annual Christian Unity service. This year it will be hosted
at Lakewood UMC. The time is at 2:30 pm. I hope you will choose to join us.
As I thought about this theme of Christian Unity, I remembered something we read every year at
annual conference at the beginning of our deliberations, which often become quite contentious. It is a
set of guidelines for Holy Conferencing, a term coined by John Wesley. These guidelines were compiled
by the participants of The Global Young People’s Convocation and Legislative Assembly held in January 2007 in Johannesburg, South Africa. They are wonderful guidelines for talking about difficult subjects. Read them and see what I mean:

 Every person is a child of God. Always speak respectfully. One can disagree without being disagreeable.
 As you patiently listen and observe the behavior of others, be open to the possibility that God can
change the views of any and all parties in the discussion.


Listen patiently before formulating responses.



Strive to understand the experience out of which others have arrived at their views.

 Be careful in how you express personal offense at differing opinions. Other’s dialogue may be inhibited.
 Accurately reflect the views of others when speaking. This is especially important when you disagree
with that position.


Avoid using inflammatory words, derogatory names, or an excited and angry voice.

 Avoid making generalizations about individuals and groups. Make your point with specific evidence
and examples.


Make use of facilitators and mediators.

Remember that people are defined, ultimately, by their relationship with God – not by the flaws we discover, or think we discover, in their views and actions.
May the rule of love guide our holy conferencing, when we have discussions about issues that may
potentially be divisive. May we have the courage to change our own minds. May love hold the Body
of Christ in perfect union, even as we disagree.

~ Pastor Bob
Holy Communion: Holy Communion will be celebrated on January 7th. We will receive the sacrament up front with servers presenting us with the bread and cup to partake. Prayer and Anointing:
will be offered January 7th. After both services, we will have a brief prayer and healing service for
anyone desiring prayers and anointing for themselves or for others.
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United Methodist Night @ the Erie Bayhawks
Sunday, January 28
Tip-off at 4:00pm against the Lakeland Magic
@ Erie Insurance Arena
Tickets—$10/person
A great night out for families, youth groups, or your entire
church.
NBA talent is on the court almost every night.
You will receive ticket vouchers for the game that you will redeem at the Erie Insurance Arena box
office.
Contact Pastor Matt Judd with questions or to get your vouchers:
pastor@glenwoodumc.org

- Church It’s Good for the Soul.

And It’s Good for the Body

Leveraging secrets discovered in Blue Zones around the world (which are rare longevity hotspots)
the Blue Zones Project® is helping transform communities across the U.S. into areas where the
healthy choice is easy and people live longer with a higher quality of life. One characteristic of these
long-lived lives is this:
The Blue Zone Project (which is looking at Erie as a possible site to create a Blue Zone), interviewed 263 centenarians (at least 100 years old). Only 5 of them did not belong to some faithbased community. It doesn’t matter which denomination they attended, the research showed that
attending faith-based services four (4) times per month added 4-14 years to life expectancy. Now
THAT’S another good reason to attend church regularly! Hope to see you at Lakewood UMC.

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING
Please join us in fellowship hall for a light lunch
and discussion on “Dementia” with Janice Mullen,
social worker from Manchester Commons.

January 14th after each service
In the Library

DEMENTIA:
Important things families should know
Janice Mullen MSW
January 28
12:30 pm

Nearly 1 in 3 people

Lakewood UMC

has high blood pressure

Light Lunch will be Served

GET CHECKED!
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Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.......2 Corinthians 9:7
Thank you for a wonderful year of giving. Because of your generosity, Lakewood has ended the
year with a surplus. At the writing of this segment, the year-end numbers haven’t been finalized so
an exact number cannot be reported. Your giving allows Lakewood to live the mission of bringing
Jesus to others.
The 2018 church budget has been approved by church council. This budget will be posted in the
church office mid-January. To summarize, the overall budget will increase about 2.1%. This
equates to weekly contributions needing to be $4947 to meet the expected expenses for the year.
This is a weekly increase of $103 from 2017. Please remember Lakewood in your 2018 budget.

Epilogue December Luncheon
On Wednesday, January 17, 2018 the Lakewood Epilogue Group, for
widows and widowers will meet for lunch at Serafini's Restaurant, 2642
West 12th Street, Erie, PA. We have a new chairman, Louise Giddings
at 838-2793. Thank you, Karen Mencer, for 6 years of dedicated service
in the role. If you need a ride to church, call an Epilogue member living
near you. We will then car-pool from the church to Serafini's for lunch at
noon. You must call Louise (838-2793) and make a reservation and be
sure to call in before January 12, 2018 as that is the day the reservations are called in. Members
will no longer be called individually--you must call in to Louise. All who have lost a spouse are invited to join us for fellowship, sharing and laughter plus good food.
Winter Picnic
Are you tired of this winter weather? Come enjoy some summer time fun and join the Red Bird Mission team for a picnic. That's right a picnic! On Sunday, January 14th, after the
second service the Red Bird Mission team will be hosting a
picnic. Come and bring a friend. A free will offering will be
taken to support the mission team.
As we enter the new year, the question we do not need to be asking is what can I do for God? The
better question is this: What does God desire to accomplish in and through me this year?
God’s love for us is dependent on His grace and not our performance. Scripture makes this very
clear in Romans 5:8- God demonstrates his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ
died for us. God’s love for us was settled by Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross.
This life is not about what we can do for God, but what He can do in and through us. God does not
need us (see Acts 17:25), but He still desires to use imperfect instruments like us to accomplish His
God-sized purposes.
From “Short Daily Devotions”
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JANUARY
BIRTHDAYS
Nancy Chenault
Samantha McClelland
Barbara Moore
Shannon Schmidt
William Smith
Paul Johnson
Susan Lee
Jim Sanford
Linda Brown
Brittany Hills
Craig Skellie
Richard Estes
Sarah Blystone
Louann Andrews
Chloe Bond
John Roemer Sr.
Karen Proper
Noel Kriess
Robert McNutt
Nicholas Belknap
Aaron Satyshur
Anthony Hess
Kathryn Moon
Angela Salamon
Logan Dunmire
Jamie Herrmann
Julia Roussos
Timothy Smith
Beatrice Smith
Isobel Mathis
Pamela Anthony
Robert MacDonald
Gail Skopow
Jessica Gerarde
Linda Goss

1-Jan
2-Jan
2-Jan
3-Jan
4-Jan
6-Jan
7-Jan
7-Jan
8-Jan
8-Jan
8-Jan
10-Jan
11-Jan
13-Jan
13-Jan
13-Jan
14-Jan
15-Jan
15-Jan
16-Jan
16-Jan
17-Jan
17-Jan
18-Jan
23-Jan
23-Jan
23-Jan
23-Jan
23-Jan
24-Jan
28-Jan
28-Jan
29-Jan
31-Jan
31-Jan

Wherever it is that you have
gone wrong, there is a path of
restoration with God. God thinks
of peace as forgiveness, salvation, reconciliation and freedom.
Pastor Michael
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“The LORD bless you and keep you; 25 the LORD make his face
shine on you and be gracious to you; 26 the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.”
Numbers 6:24-26 NIV

SERMONS ON LINE
If you missed a Sunday Worship Service, Pastor Bob’s sermons are posted on our web site (www.lakewooderie.org). Go
to the home page and click on the “Home” button and a menu
will drop down. Locate the link “Sermons” and click on it and a
list of sermons will show up. Find the Sunday date or the sermon title you are interested in, click on it and the sermon will
appear. You can read it on line or print it out if you still enjoy
holding paper in your hand when you read, or if you’d like to
share it with someone else.
Sermon Series “Let Us Go Over to Bethlehem and Find the …..
Dec 3 -

“...Faith of Christmas ”

Dec. 10 -

“..Promise of Christmas ”

Dec. 17 -

“..Peace of Christmas”

Dec. 24 -

“..Christ of Christmas“

Christmas Eve - “Yours for the Asking”

Prayer Group
Lisa Medina is offering leadership for a group of people dedicated to prayer. They meet on Wednesday evenings at 6:15 in
the Prayer Chapel, accessed from the front of the Sanctuary
through the double doors on the right. Those who have attended report it has been a true blessing. All are welcome, even if
you haven’t been there before. It’s a great opportunity to
learn to pray, either by listening to others or by praying out
loud yourself, though no one is required to do so.
Joys and Concerns – If you would like a follow-up call from
the pastor or lay visitor after sharing a joy or concern during
worship, please fill out the contact card found in the pew and
place it in the offering plate.
Year-to-Date
Attendance - 164.5
December Average
173

Prayer Chain: If you wish to have the
prayer chain pray for someone, contact
Patty Lasher at
833-0946 or sproutness@yahoo.com
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Sunday School

Corner

Join us Sunday Mornings at 9:45 am
Sunday Morning “Live” with Jesus
An Hour * To Know Christ * To Become like Christ * To Share Christ *
Pre School through Adult Classes
9:45 am - Classes begin
Pre School through Adult Classes

Summer Session will be coming this year! Mark your summer calendars for the 1st and 3rd Sunday
of June, July and August. We will meet in Fellowship Hall at 8:30am for a “Non Traditional” session. (all classes meet together)
There will be 6 sessions. If you would like to share your Faith Story with us, please contact Pam Anthony : 814-450-4819 or email pkayanthony@yahoo.com
Lord God, Holy Spirit, open our eyes to see Jesus’ love in all its splendor! And may that love inspire us to serve more lovingly!
God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped
his people and continue to help them. Hebrews 6:10

Please Welcome the following young people who
confirmed their faith in Jesus Christ and became
professing members of Lakewood UMC on December 17th:
Tiffany Anne Dickinson
Kevin Charles Dickinson

The Community Outreach

Logan Thomas Dunmire

Committee

Emma James Hess

is planning for a season of Barista
Parlor evenings.

Grace Elizabeth Moren
Hilary Jayne Sissem.

February 3. Scott Jones

The Body of Christ is healthier and stronger today. Please greet them when you see them.

March 3. The Bull Family
Singers
April 7. Unfilled as yet

Bible Trivia Quiz

May 5. Unfilled as yet

Which two Old Testament characters appeared with
Jesus at the transfiguration?

Elijah and Moses
Malachi

What is the last book of the Old Testament?

Although no one can go back and make a
brand new start, anyone can start from now
and make a brand new beginning.
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TRACY BACKPACK SCHEDULE
“I was hungry and you gave me something to eat.” Matthew 25:35
If you would like to become a part of this ministry, please contact Maria
Spicher at mspicher@roadrunner.com or 814-397-8545.
2018
Week

Pickup

1/3,4

Rich Estes

TRACY BACKPACK SCHEDULE
Leader

Time

Rich Estes

6:30pm

1/10,11 Roger Pike

Sharon Pike

11:30am

1/17,18 John Kot

Kathy Fisher

6:30pm

1/24/25 Curt Spicher

Maria Spicher

11:30am

SUB TEAM

11:30am

1/31/2/1

Delivery
John Kot
Sandy Schulz/SamHasley
Nancy Pence
Jim Kell/Jerry Rhone

Please note that there are 5 weeks this month. If you are available to help pack bags on
Jan. 31, please let Maria know. If you are unable to help on your assigned date, please
let your team leader or Maria know.
Thanks for all you do to help feed hungry children in our community
Blood Pressure Screenings
The Health Ministry Team will offer blood pressure screenings after each
service. We hope to provide this service on the second Sunday of each
month starting January 14, 2018. We encourage you to get checked!

December has been a busy and exciting month in preschool! Our little ones have hardly been
able to contain their excitement and enthusiasm with each passing day!
We had many special days throughout the month. The three year olds enjoyed a wonderful day
building a gingerbread house with their parents. Mrs. Moren's class put on a lovely Christmas program for their parents as well. Our days were filled with Christmas art, songs and activities. One of
our favorites was reading A Christmas Story and doing a scavenger hunt reinforcing the story which
tells of Jesus' birth!
Our Mommy and Me classes for the fall semester concluded. Our next session will begin January
31. The registration information can be found on our Facebook page or by calling the office. We
look forward to another busy and fun semester!
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Methodist Women Outreach
UMW will again be preparing and serving “Sunday Supper” at the
Church of The Covenant on February 25th, 2018. We will need volunteers for food prep, transporting, serving and cleanup. We will also
need donated desserts! Serving is usually done by 5:30 pm and it
doesn’t take more than an hour to clean up. Please consider this very
special mission an opportunity to serve. Save the date now!
EUMA IS HIRNG
EUMA is accepting resumes for Director of Finance and Administration. The DFA will lead all day-to
-day finance, administration, information technology, and permanent housing portfolio operations.
To view the full job description, visit the website at www.euma-erie.org.

Please Please Please
When you or a family member are admitted to the hospital, please make sure that you specify Lakewood United Methodist as your church. In addition, also call the church office to let Pastor Bob
know about the admission. We have missed several members’ admissions because the hospitals
are not asking specific questions about church affiliation. Remember, only St. Vincent’s and Hamot
keep records of affiliation and are contacted each day by the office.

Go Ahead — Start a Problem!
The good Lord knows that churches of Christ have had problems, most of which have had disastrous results. But some church problems should be energetically sought. What kind? Consider:


The problem of not enough parking spaces, class rooms and pews. Wouldn't it great if we ran
out of them?



The problem of requests for so many home Bible studies we can't handle them. What if we had
so many people asking us to teach them the word of God we had to put some of them on a waiting list? Would that be great or what!



The problem of too many members of the church wanting to teach Bible classes. Wouldn't it be
awesome if we had to take numbers and wait in line just to get to teach the Bible?



The problem of so many youngsters who attend Bible classes we need to add on classrooms.
We need such a problem now!



The problem of wanting to support more evangelists than are available to go into hard places to
preach. What a lift it would be if we had so much surplus money that we had to seek out persons
to support.



You agree these are good problems? You also agree we have had more than enough of the
other kind? If you can cause us to have these problems, have at it.

8

