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“Kit-bashing 
Cornerstones”

Building & Modifying 
Walthers Cornerstone Kits
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Based on 50 + Structures 
built using Walthers 

Cornerstone Kits built by 
TRAIN GUYZ LLC

(Mike & Judy Vivion)
Structures built for an HO 
layout in Williams Bay, WI 



The layout models part of  the 
Wisconsin Central Railway

( Jan 1987- Oct 2001)
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Kit-bashing Cornerstones

Project #1
KONDEX Cold Storage

In Lomira, WI



1st Building: KONDEX Cold Storage
in Lomira, WI 



RJ Frost Cold Storage Kit
Walthers # 933-3020

Started with 
one new kit & 
one “used” kit 
that was 
missing one 
long-side wall



Kit Instructions



1st Building: KONDEX Cold Storage
in Lomira, WI 

Two rail dock-side walls, docks & overhangs spliced together



1st Building: KONDEX Cold Storage 

Same end from 2 kits w/rear one-third removed from ends & roof



Building as Installed on Layout



2nd Building from Leftover Parts



2nd Building: White Rock Brewery 
Abandoned in Waukesha

Other ends from 2 kits spliced together, with cut-off  one-third ends



2nd Building: White Rock Brewery
(Decals & Details)



Custom decals from Internet
Found using Google



Building as Installed on Layout
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Kit-bashing Cornerstones

Project #2
WSI Supply Chain 

Solutions Warehouse
In So. Fon du Lac, WI 



Used Walthers Kit # 933-2719
Lakeview Modern-Style Warehouse



Kit Instructions



Kit Footprint

Plan: use all 
4 warehouse 
walls to 
make one 
long 
backdrop 
building 
with some 
parts used 
from office. 



WSI Supply Chain Solutions
Warehouse



WSI Supply Chain Solutions
Warehouse



Building as Installed on Layout
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Kit-bashing Cornerstones

Project #3
Addison Storage Warehouses

In Slinger, WI



Owner wanted 2 warehouses
to represent “Addison Storage”

in Slinger, WI

S Actual business consists of  self-storage units & is in 
Hartford, WI:

S Nothing in parts box looked like these units:



Sterling Consolidated Dairy
Walthers # 933-3799 - Discontinued

Consists of  5 Kits



Used parts from the 2 main 
brick buildings in the kit:



Result: 2 brick Warehouses
and 1 brick Office Building:



Warehouse #1: 2 stories high:
(Front & Rear)

Styrene
Filler Panel



Warehouse #2: 3 stories high:
(Front & Rear)

Styrene
Filler Panel



Office Building: 1 story high:



Some left over parts for a
single-story building ?



Bonus fourth building: Garage
Made from left-over parts

Sheet styrene for roof  panels & brick filler panels on back wall



Installed On The Layout:
Oops! Modifications required



As Now Installed on Layout
Front View



As Now Installed on Layout
Rear View
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Kit-bashing Cornerstones

Project #4
Pro Building Supply Complex

In Lomira, WI



Uses Walthers Kit # 933-3048
Champion Packing Plant



Uses Walthers Kit # 933-3048
Champion Packing Plant

Became Left Bldg.

Became Right Bldg

Not used



Left Building:
Front & Rear Views



Right Building:
Front & Rear Views



Pro Building Supply Complex



Completed Building:
Front & Right End Views



Complex As Now Installed
on The Layout:



S

Kit-bashing Cornerstones

Project #5:
TIDI Products in 

Neenah, WI



TIDI in Neenah, WI



TIDI: The Actual Factory



TIDI: The Actual Factory
An Aerial View



TIDI: Location on the Layout:
On the Neenah Peninsula



Used Walthers Kit # 933-2719
Lakeview Modern-Style Warehouse



Lakeview Modern-Style Warehouse Kit:
Required Modifications for TIDI

S Change to Trapezoid footprint

S Convert Rear Wall to single Roll-Up Door (4” wide)

S Move trackside doors to right side of  building

S Move non-trackside doors to left side of  building

S Modify roof  to trapezoid shape

S Repaint total building to approximate colors of  prototype

S Scratch build a loading ram



TIDI Model: Footprint Required
Modification of  Base & Walls

Rear Wall

Front Wall

Trackside
WallBackside

Wall



TIDI Model: Modify Rear 
and Trackside Walls

Rear Wall: Doors not used, 
So spacing not critical.

Trackside Wall: Door spacing
critical for two boxcars 



TIDI Model: Modify Rear Wall
& Construct Roof



TIDI Model: Complete
Front Wall & Signage



As Now Installed on Layout
Front & Rear Views

Scratch-built
Ramp
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Kit-bashing Cornerstones

Project #6
Voith Transmission

In Neenah, WI



Voith Transmission, Neenah, WI
Used Kit # 933-2960: Railroad Shop

Key Requirements:

! Only 1 track going 
into building

! 1 car-length inside

! Footprint space 
tight due to 
adjacent buildings



Voith Transmission

Key Modifications:

• Completely eliminated 
Front 1-Story Section of  
building

• Installed track & open 
doors on Right Track

• Installed Roll-up Door 
For Middle Track

• Installed Employee Door 
for Left Track



Custom Internal Modifications:
Crane Hoist with Motor, Loading Dock 

& Ramp, Circular Ladders



As Installed on the Layout
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Bonus Section:
“Backdrop buildings” built from

Walthers Cornerstone Kits:

These buildings built mainly 
from regular kits, not 

“backdrop” kits from Walthers



Backdrop Buildings #1& 2:
Made from #933-2970 Railroad Shop



Backdrop Buildings #1& 2:
Made from #933-2970 Railroad Shop



Backdrop Building #2:
Also Made from #933-2970

Railroad Shop



Made into General Castings Corporation
in Waukesha, WI

As Installed on the Layout



Made into second unnamed building
in Waukesha, WI

As Installed on the Layout



Backdrop Buildings #3 & 4:
Made from #933-3091

Peterson Tool Specialties



Backdrop Buildings #3 & 4:
Made from #933-3091

Peterson Tool Specialties



#3: Made into Navistar
in Waukesha, WI

As Installed on the Layout



#4: Made into Magna-Tech Manufacturing
in Waukesha, WI

As Installed on the Layout



Backdrop Building #5:
Made from backdrop kit #933-3172

Armstrong Electric Motors



#5: Dierks Wholesale Foods in Waukesha, WI
As Seen on Google Maps



#5: Made into Dierks Wholesale Foods
in Waukesha, WI

As Installed on the Layout



Backdrop Building #6:
Made from kit #933-3018

Golden Valley Canning Company



#6: Holsum Wholesale Foods  in Waukesha, WI,
is now called Ventura Foods LLC



Backdrop Building #5:
Made from kit #933-3018

Golden Valley Canning Company

Left Section

Center
Section

Right Section



#6: Made into Holsum Wholesale Foods
in Waukesha, WI

As Installed on the Layout




