Last week, 


we reached the point of surprise 



the Lion on the throne, SLIDE


turning out to be a slain lamb.  

In a similar move to the Masked Singer, 


what we thought was a lion, 


turned out to be a lamb.  

Which in talking with a few people afterwards, 


was a really hard concept to fully understand.  

The desire I heard come out was that yes, SLIDE

Jesus conquered as a lamb, 


but he is coming back as a lion when he returns.



They were mixing up the month of March with Jesus.  

That is the great mystery that the scroll tells us.


God reigns as a lamb, 



not a lion.


God rules the universe from the self sacrificial point of view



not the power and might.

That reality is reaffirmed as the seven seals are opened, 


it is not a lion now opening them, SLIDE

it is still a lamb.

Even today,


knowing that is how the world really works,


we struggle to maintain that posture.



It takes too long.



Power and might gets the job done quicker it seems.



Its easier to tell people about the lamb





than live out the way of the lamb.

There is also the reality that,


 no matter who is on the throne, 


there will always be an opposition.  

We want to believe if Jesus the lamb were on the throne, 


no one would stand in his way.  


He is only there to do good, right?  

But there is a reason that it is a slain lamb on the throne SLIDE

and not a healthy lamb.  

Jesus' way is absolutely antithetical to the way of the world.  


Laying down your life 



doesn't get a whole lot of traction from most areas of our life.  SLIDE
We might do it for our kids, 

maybe our spouse, 

a close coworker maybe, 


but not for a stranger, 


not for a bully, 


not for someone who doesn't deserve it.  

To which the slain lamb would say, 


“Even for them.”

So there is always going to be push back 


when the lambs ways meet the world's ways.  

If we pretend that every knee will just see that Jesus is better and bend down, 


we are gravely mistaken.  

Jesus wants to show John that reality as well, 


so he begins to open the seven seals that only he could open, 


because only Jesus has fully operated as a slain lamb throughout his life.  

Every time Jesus opens the first four seals, 


one of the four living creatures says, SLIDE


“Come!”  

The way the English text appears, 


it is fair to assume that the call to “Come” 



is to each of the four horses and their riders.  

We hear the command 


and in the next moment, 



John is looking 



and a horse is before him.  

But what if the four living creatures are doing 


what so many of us do 



when we take stock of the current place of the world, 




in all its brokenness, 



and realize the only way this is going to change is 




calling out for Jesus to come?  

As we look at the other two responses, 


we see that prayers happen as each seal is broken.  SLIDE


“Come” four times, 



“How long?” once, 



and “Fall on us,” once.


A fairly healthy prayer life for anyone.

When we pray for Jesus to come, 


it is because of what we see happening around us.  

Jesus shows John and then us, 


what the church is experiences



 as it follows the way of the slain lamb.  SLIDE
When we get to the trumpets, 


we will see what another group is going to experience, 


and a third group with the bowls.  

But all of them are showing the reality 


of the Slain Lamb's in-breaking Kingdom 



coming into this world.  

That is why the pattern repeats itself for each group.

So what are the followers of Jesus going to experience 


as God's Kingdom challenges the Kingdom of this world?  

The first thing we will see 


is one who looks and acts like Jesus, 



but is not Jesus.  

It has a white horse like Jesus does, 


a crown like Jesus, 

but we know from 19:11 that Jesus has many crowns, 


not one.  SLIDE
We also know that evil will masquerade as good, 


Satan comes disguised as an Angel of light.  

But we know that despite what we want to believe, 


Jesus does not ride as a conqueror bend on conquest.  



A lion might ride out that way, 



not a slain lamb.  

There is a mystery that Evil will push back on till its final moment.  


It may imitate humbleness 



when it helps the cause, 


but conquest is always the goal in the end for evil.  

So the church is being warned 


to watch for those who masquerade as agents of good 


but are only doing what they do 



to conquer in the end, 


instead of love and serve 



like a slain lamb would.

Now there is not much debate 


that the red, black, and pale horses 



are not part of heavens force, 


but actually against the Kingdom breaking in.  SLIDE
War, injustice, and death 


are not things God traffics in.  

But they are things that God lets happen.  


It is easy to miss, SLIDE


but the first rider was given a crown 



and the second rider was given power to take peace from the earth 




and a large sword, 



the fourth rider was given power to kill.  

While we do not want any of these things to happen, 


we need to realize that God does allow the natural consequences to happen, 



but not to the extent they should.  


Evil is on a leash 



and Jesus is holding that leash.  SLIDE
To see that dog come charging at you is still scary.  


When it hits the end of the leash, 



the relief is hard to describe.  


We want to laugh, 



but it is also sad.

Yet, the red horse and rider still come?  


Why?  

Because conflict builds 


whenever the way of the lamb is not followed.  

When conquest is on the mind, 


war follows, 


red blood follows, 


strife follows.  

Now a hard thing is 


that if you or I are following the way of the lamb, 



there is still a good chance that we are going to meet the great 




or large sword of the red rider.  



We and others may have to lay down our lives.  

But the conqueror is not going to make it as far, 


if we do this as lambs, 


instead of lions.  

Think of the conquests that have been stopped SLIDE

by people following the Lambs ways.  



Gahndi broke the British Empire.  



Martin Luther King defeated segregation.  



The gladiator games in Rome were stopped by Telemechus 




telling two gladiators engaged in battle, 





“Do not requite God’s mercy 






in turning away the swords of your enemies 







by murdering each other!”  



He was then stabbed by the gladiators 




and stoned by the crowd, 



but another match was never held in the Colosseum, 




because the Evil was exposed.


The Lambs ways have an unseen power.

The church can also expect to face injustice 


as its' world collides with the ways of conquest.  SLIDE
This market report from the third living creature 


tells us all we need to know.  


“A quart of wheat for a day’s wages, 



and three quarts of barley for a day’s wages, 




and do not damage the oil and the wine!” 

We are feeling a little of this in our time.  


A quart of wheat 


and three quarts of barley 



were the amounts needed to keep one person fed.  

If you are spending your days wage completely on that days food, 


you are falling into debt, 



instead of planning your future.  


Who can afford to do that?  

Only the people who can afford the oil and wine, 


the luxuries of life.  

The frustrating part of that is, 


the prices on the luxuries aren't going up for the rich.  

I can't control how you take these words to heart, 


but once again scripture points to the rich getting richer 


while the poor get poorer 



as an injustice.  


That is a lion, 



a conqueror move, 


not a slain lamb way of life.

All of this leads to the pale horse 


and we need to hear clearly what it is saying.  SLIDE
War, famine, death, and wild beasts 


are going to take lives 



as long as the world is pushing back against Jesus' way.  

That is the natural consequence of conquerors.  


Some are elevated, 



but many, 



up to a quarter of the people 




die putting them on that higher level.  

A quarter of the earth, 


death has power to take this way.  

Notice not all.  



It is limited.  

But it is also way more than would be necessary 


if we did not follow false messiahs and false prophets, 


if we did embrace the conqueror attitude,


if we lived into equality of all instead of injustice.

With the fifth seal, 


we are given a reality check.  

The slain saints who had remained faithful ask, SLIDE

“How long until you judge and avenge our blood?”  

As a follower of Jesus, 


my hope would be, 



“We are already there.”  

Instead, we all hear, 


“A little longer.”  


We are still working towards that number, 



because the world is still fighting Jesus' way.  

The good news and mystery of God is, 


that when we are suffering, 



we are helping meet the quota.  

Every act helps build towards the suffering necessary. 


If we won't suffer, 


someone else will need to.

As the sixth seal is opened by the slain lamb, 


there is very little to look forward to.  

That is because Jesus, 


at the end of time says to those in rebellion against him, SLIDE


“Have it your way.”  


It may work for the Burger King Whopper, 



but it doesn't work for the world.  

If God is not interceding for us, 


we get the picture described here, 



the world collapsing upon itself.  

The more God lets us do things like a lion 


instead of a slain lamb, 

the closer we tick to nuclear midnight.  


When that day comes, 



those who fought the lamb 




will wish they were buried, 



because the consequences of our dominating actions are too great.

In chapter 8, 


we hear the seventh seal opened, SLIDE


and surprisingly silence follows for half an hour.  

Why silence after the world collapses in upon itself?

In a massive battle, 


silence followed 


and you could hear people crying out 



or listen for someone breathing amongst the piles of bodies.  

God does something similar here, 


he pauses to listen to the prayers of the Saints of history.  

Jesus hears our prayers. 

He stops the worship of himself,


to hear our requests.



Sounds like a lamb thing to do.

Our prayers matter more than we think.  


Jacque Ellul writes, SLIDE
“The Christian who prays 


acts more effectively and more decisively on society 



than the person who is politically involved.”  

He acknowledges both matter, 


but we tend to prioritize the wrong one, 



action over prayer.  
We need both 


if we are going to stand with the lamb 


and prayer is the one that is going to carry the day.  

That is why the four creatures 


or all creation prays “Come,” 

why the saints call for God's justice to come, 

why the rebels ask to be eliminated, 


and why, 

when the seventh seal is opened, 


God takes time to listen to the prayers of all the saints, 



to hear where life is needed.  

You can be part of that moment, 


by simply talking with God. SLIDE
Your voice matters.


Ask Jesus to come break into this world.


Ask Jesus for clarification.


So you won't have to ask Jesus to have stones fall upon you,



because you have been operating as a lion instead of a lamb.
9 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained. 10 They called out in a loud voice, “How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?” 11 Then each of them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and brothers who were to be killed as they had been was completed. 
12 I watched as he opened the sixth seal. There was a great earthquake. The sun turned black like sackcloth made of goat hair, the whole moon turned blood red, 13 and the stars in the sky fell to earth, as late figs drop from a fig tree when shaken by a strong wind. 14 The sky receded like a scroll, rolling up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. 
15 Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and every slave and every free man hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains. 16 They called to the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 17 For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?” 

That is the revolutionary concept that Jesus instituted.  That is the secret that humanity could never fully figure out on its own.  That service and sacrifice in the end defeat evil.  We try the service and sacrifice, but as I have heard the tale of one too many world leaders, they came to power by leading their country boldly, willing to lay down their lives for their country.  As the revolution wrapped up, the leadership of the country was thrust upon them.  Over time, the benevolent leader moved away from the lamb and back toward the lion, hunting down any that threatened their power or might hurt their cause.  They took a momma grizzly approach to ruling their country and lost the whole point of the revolution in the process.   Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe is one of thousands of leaders who have followed this pattern.

