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MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT
Compatriots,
On Saturday, Feb. 15, as the
125th state convention of the Sons
of the American Revolution in
Dothan came to a close, I was
given the honor to become your
next president. I am truly indebted
to the compatriots who had the
confidence, faith and trust to elect
me to this position.
As I said at the conclusion of our
great state convention, I do not
take this responsibility lightly and I
will do everything possible to fulfill
the trust you have placed in me. I
will always make myself available to
you should you have concerns,
suggestions or comments.
Congratulations to everyone
chosen and elected to serve as an
officer for the coming year. I look
forward to serving with these
newly elected officers and the
appointed committee chairmen and
liaisons. Please give them your
fullest support.
As we enter into the coming
year there are projects and programs we as a society need to
embrace. As a society we will face
challenges, such as a decline in the
knowledge of the principles and
ideas for which our Founding Fathers fought and died so that we
and future generations would have
liberty and freedom. Each chapter
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Seales installed as ALSSAR president
More than 120 compatriots
and their guests attended the
annual ALSSAR state convention, which was co-hosted
by the Wiregrass and TriState chapters at the Clarion
Inn and Suites in Dothan on
Feb. 14-15.
Bobby Joe Seales of the
Cahaba-Coosa chapter was
installed as the new president
by outgoing president Marvin
Vickers at the evening banquet. Other officers for 201415 include Bill Stone, senior
vice president; Perry Vickers,
secretary; Fred Olive, recording secretary; Brian House,
treasurer; Ron Bearden, registrar; Walter Stevenson, genealogist; George Royer, chancellor; Larry Crabtree, historian; Rev. Jeff Coker, chaplain;

and Tom Smith, sergeant-atarms. C.W. Posey Jr., was
appointed trustee and in
charge of the ALSSAR Endowment fund.
Among the guests were
Southern District Vice President General James Morock
and his wife Cheryl and
NSSAR Secretary General
Lindsey Brock and his wife
Billie, sitting at the head table
along with Vickers and his
wife Carolyn.
Other guests included
NSSAR Genealogist General
Larry Cornwell and his wife
Leanne; NSSAR Librarian
General Michael Wells and
his wife Elizabeth; Posey
and his wife Hilda, Louisiana

Marvin Vickers places neck
ribbon on new ALSSAR
See ALSSAR, Page 3 president Bobby Joe Seales.
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Dignitaries gather for dedication of new veterans’
shrine at the American Village in February.

The program was filled with
moments to honor veterans.
The American Village bell
was rung in honor of the original 13 colonies, the University
of Montevallo Wind Ensemble and University Choir performed “Hymn to the Fallen”
and soil from battlegrounds
across the world were enshrined beneath the liberty
monument.
SEE SHRINE, Page 9
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Message
(Continued from Page 1)
has the expertise, knowledge and diversity to
meet the challenges we will be facing. The
challenges and opportunities each chapter has
will not only strengthen them but will instill
duty and allegiance to our society. I am asking
each chapter president to involve each member in their chapter and the society activities
such as programs and awards, youth programs
and activities, committees and to support state
and national programs — CAAH, GWEF,
SAR Library, etc.
I look forward to visiting with each chapter;
this is a goal that I have set for myself. ALSSAR would not be the society it is today without the hard work that is done at the chapter
level. I encourage all chapters to focus on
membership – encourage and support your
members, become more visible and involved
in your community through projects and activities. Chapters are the strength of our society.
Take pride in your chapter and the Alabama
Society and the fact that you belong to the
Sons of the American Revolution. Please attend and support your chapter meetings,
Board of Managers meetings (April 26 and
Sept. 13) and the annual state convention
(Feb. 20-21, 2015).
Thank you immediate past president Rev.
Marvin K. Vickers for being an example for
everyone and myself to follow. It was through
your leadership, guidance and competence
that we had a profitable and successful year.
I would be amiss if I didn’t thank the ladies
of our ALSSAR ladies auxiliary. Thank you
for all that you do at the BOM meetings, the
annual state convention and the financial contribution given to support our youth programs
and to the national ladies auxiliary. We appreciate your unending support and service that
you give to the Alabama Society Sons of the
American Revolution and we look forward to
another great year with you.
To everyone, thank you for the love, commitment and passion you have for ALSSAR. I
follow a long line of distinguished Alabama
Society presidents and my hope is that I measure up to their high standards as I take the
reins for the year. I will do all I can to honor
the responsibility you have placed in me.
In closing, I ask God to embrace our society,
state and nation and to keep His loving arms
around you and your families as only as He
can. For with God’s love and strength we can
accomplish all things.
—Bobby Joe Seales
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Newsletter goes digital
Compatriots,
For those of you who were not privileged to attend our state convention held
on Feb. 15, this is to announce that the
members voted to have our newsletter
go digital. After discussion and amendments, it was decided that having our
newsletter e-mailed to the members,
would be done on a one-year trial basis.
Members not having e-mail or access to
e-mail could “opt” out and continue
receiving a “hard copy.” It was also decided that all members would be notified
of this change. This open letter will
serve as the required notification.
Making this move is going to require a
good bit of preliminary work. Crucial to
making this move will be the acquiring
of e-mail addresses for all members willing to have the newsletters e-mailed to
them.
To accomplish this, all chapter secretaries are asked to obtain names and email addresses of those to wishing to
receive newsletters via e-mail. They
should also create a list of names of
those wishing to continue to receive a
“hard copy.”
Both lists should be should be sent to
the state secretary. The two lists need to
be alphabetized by the last name of the
member. Chapter secretaries are asked to
have the lists compiled by April 30.
Since having to put one’s e-mail address has only recently been part of new

member and supplemental applications,
the list sent to the state secretary will be
used to update the state member roster of
e-mails.
At-Large members of our society, who
are willing to have the newsletters sent
to them via e-mail, are asked to e-mail
our state secretary and let him know
your wishes. Those At-Large members,
who desire “hard copies,” will have
nothing to do. If the state secretary does
NOT hear from an At-Large member,
“hard copies” will continue to be sent to
him. The state secretary’s name and email address is Perry Vickers at wpvickers@yahoo.com.
The September newsletter will be the
first newsletter e-mailed to chapter secretaries. When the chapter secretaries
receive the newsletter, they will forward
it to their members wanting newsletters
via e-mail. For those wishing to continue
with a “hard copy,” the chapter secretaries are asked to print them a copy. The
state secretary will be responsible for
“hard copy” newsletters for the At-Large
members.
It is hoped that the chapter presidents
and secretaries will encourage all their
members to have newsletters e-mailed to
them. The e-mailing of newsletters will
save on postage. The money saved on
postage can be used for the various programs sponsored by the ALSSAR.
—Fred Olive

Spring BOM meeting set for April 26
The ALSSAR spring Board of Managers will be held on Saturday, April
26, starting at 10 a.m. at the Shelby
County Museum and Archives, 1854
Old Courthouse, Columbiana.
The meeting is open to all SAR
members. A lunch buffet will be
served. Registration is required. Registration-lunch is $20.
Make your check payable to ALSSAR and mail the check to Fred Olive,
3117 Canterbury Place, Vestavia Hills,
AL 35243. Olive’s e-mail address is
folive@mindspring.com.
All Board of Manager members are

requested to complete the regular form
which you will receive.
Please note BOM members include
all Society-elected officers, the Society National Trustee and all former
ALSSAR presidents in good standing.
Each chapter is authorized two voting members on the BOM in addition
to those chapter members who currently are eligible based on other positions
held.
Committee chairmen, not otherwise
members of the BOM, are also members of the BOM.
—Fred Olive
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ALSSAR
(Continued from Page 1)
Society national trustee Tony
Vets; and Tennessee Society
compatriot Rich Hollis and his
wife Melody. Also in the audience was state DAR regent
Connie Grund, CAR senior
state president Mindy Milam
Manners and CAR president
Kathleen Elizabeth Gillian.
Other guests included the
winners of the ALSSAR youth
contests. Joseph Rumbaugh
Historical Oration contest winner Kylie Jane Ledesma of
Grissom High School, sponsored by the Tennessee Valley,
was accompanied by her mother. JROTC Cadet Essay Contest winner Sarah Rose Stough,
a first lieutenant sponsored by
Tennessee Valley, was accompanied by her grandmother.
Trevor Lynn Cofer, winner
of the Arthur M. and Berdena
King Eagle Scout scholarship,
was accompanied by his parents. Cofer, from Thorsby, was
sponsored by the Gen. John A.
Elmore chapter.
During the recognition of
guests, Vickers related how the
former chairman of the George
S. and Stella M. Knight Essay
Committee resigned and compatriot Mike Wells became the
essay committee chairman.
The winner of the essay contest was La Marieour Franklin.
Although they were not
guests of the convention, the
Americanism Poster contest
was judged and its winners
announced – Mary Beth Gentle, sponsored by the Tennessee Valley chapter, won first
place, followed by Katherine
White (John A. Elmore) and
Madelyn S. Erdoes (Richard
Montgomery). The Americanism Brochure winner was Hannah K. Hembree, sponsored by
the Tennessee Valley chapter.
NSSAR Secretary General
Lindsey Brock, the featured
speaker, delivered a timely
message on the secrets of

—Photo by Jim Maples

Trustees (and past presidents) C.W. Posey (far left) and Marvin Vickers
(second from left) with 2014 officers Bobby Joe Seales, Bill Stone, Perry
Vickers, Fred Olive, Brian House, Ron Bearden, Rev. Jeff Coker, Walter
Stevenson, Larry Crabtree and Tom Smith. Not pictured is George Royer.

—Photos by Jim Maples

President Marvin Vickers presented Patriot Medals to C.W. Posey Jr. (far left) and
Bruce Buehler (center) and the Medal of Distinguished Service to Mike Wells.
George Washington. A form
of the Secret Service existed
during the American Revolution and Brock told about the
way they did secrets during the
war. It was a very interest history lesson.
Compatriots Rod Hildreth
and Lee Swart assisted Vickers in handing out awards to
Nell Gilmer, who received the
Bronze Good Citizenship
award for her work with the
DAR; Claire Vickers Murphy,
who earned the Martha Washington medal for her work

with the convention; Carolyn
Vickers, who earned the Martha Washington medal for her
support of her husband during
his term as president; and Bill
Stone, who received the first
Silver Roger Sherman medal
ever received by an ALSSAR
member for his service last
year.
The Lydia Darragh medal was
awarded for the first time to
the spouse who has given exceptional service to the society
and was presented to the last
six presidential spouses -- Abi-

gail Berry Alexander, Leanne
Chambers Cornwell, Linda
Standridge Graham, Rita
Vineyeard Pickette, Nancy
Carter Billings and Hilda
Bearden Posey.
The ALSSAR presented
two Patriot Medals this year
to C. W. Posey Jr., for his
service as president in 2012,
and to Bruce Buehler for a
year as recording secretary
and two years as secretary in
the society.
See ALSSAR, Page 4
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In Memory…
Frank Augustus Boullemet
The Cheaha chapter recently lost one of its charter members when World War II veteran FRANK AUGUSTUS
BOULLEMET passed away on Jan. 26. He was 90.
Boullemet had served in the U.S. Army Air Force in the
493rd Bomb Group, but spent most of his life serving others
in various civic duties and in his dedication to the city of
Oxford.
He was retired from Oxford Construction Company, which he
owned and operated 24 years, and was a member of Oxford
First United Methodist Church, where he had the distinction of
being the oldest member. He was also a member of the Martha
Brooks Sunday School Class.
In addition to his participation in the Sons of the American
Revolution, Boullemet was a Boy Scout troop master for Troop

ALSSAR
(Continued from Page 3)
The ALSSAR presented two Patriot
Medals this year to C. W. Posey Jr., for
his service as president in 2012, and to
Bruce Buehler for a year as recording
secretary and two years as secretary in
the society.
The state Medal of Distinguished Service, the highest medal that the president
can give, went to Wells for his past service to the society and his selection this
summer as a Minuteman.
“Thank you for the honor and privilege of being your president,” Vickers
said. “You have all been unique. I congratulate you for a successful year.
“Every year I hear the president say
how much he owes to his wife for her
support. This is no exception. Carolyn,
though her heart was not in it all the
time -- she would rather be with the
grandchildren had it not been for me and
we understand that -- she has given so
much of herself. She has been with me
every step I have made. That was not an
easy task!
“When I was going through knee replacement, she nursed me to health and
has supported me as I have struggled
with Lyme disease. I can’t find the
words to express to her what she means
to me. Carolyn, I love you dearly.”
The Ladies Auxiliary reported that all
of their baskets were sold, making more

II in Anniston for several years and served as a member of the
8th Air Force Historical Society, the Oxford Lion's Club and as
director of the Alabama Sight Foundation.
He served several years on the Oxford City Council, was appointed to the Calhoun Board of Equalization and served on the
Calhoun County Republican Executive Committee. There was
no greater advocate for Oxford than Frank Boullemet.
Boullemet is survived by his wife, Vera Powell “Bobbie”
Boullemet; his sons, Andy, Jim and Stephen; a sister, Michele
Duval; six grandchildren; 10 great-grandchildren and several
nieces and nephews.
Services for Boullemet were held on Jan. 30 at Oxford First
United Methodist Church with the Rev. Chuck Worley and the
Rev. Benjamin Little officiating.

than $2,000. They presented a check to
the society on behalf of the youth programs for $3,000.
More than 60 compatriots attended the
business meeting on Saturday morning
where compatriots Rod Hildreth and Lee
Swart assisted president Marvin Vickers
in handing out awards to 2013 state officers as well as the presidents of the
chapters and chairmen of the state committees.
Among the awards presented to individuals were the Outstanding Tom and
Betty Lawrence American History
Teacher Award, to Buddy Moon; the
Silver Color Guard Medal to Jim Maples; and the Bronze Color Guard Medal
to Tom Smith.
Chapters winning awards included the
Tennessee Valley, with the largest number of new members (49); the Black
Warrior River, with the largest percentage (34.2) of new members; the Gen.
Richard Montgomery, with the largest
retained number of members (210); and
the Etowah, Gen. John A. Elmore and
Richard Henry Lee, with the largest percentage (100) of retained members.
Our orations contest was dealt a negative blow when our chairman became
ill and could not be there for last day
of the contest. Compatriot Rod Hildreth took the reins and did a fabulous
job. Four outstanding candidates participated.
The George Washington Endowment
Fund (GWEF) and awards luncheon

—Photo by Jim Maples

Eagle Scout chairman Blake
Stephenson presents Eagle Scout
award to Trevor Lynn Cofer.
followed the orations contest. After
the lunch John Wallace, an officer of
the GWEF national board, gave a brief
explanation of the GWEF. He said six
wives display the GWEF pin and more
than 80 ALSSAR compatriots have
contributed to the fund over the years.
—Marvin Vickers
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Huntsville High junior Sarah Stough
wins JROTC award at convention
AFROTC Cadet 1st Lt. Sarah Rose Stough, the Alabama Society’s JROTC
Outstanding Cadet (Enhanced Award Program) for 2014, was presented the
state’s JROTC Outstanding Cadet medal during the youth awards ceremony at
the ALSSAR Convention in Dothan.
Cadet Stough, a junior in Huntsville High’s AFROTC Unit 941, participated
in this highly competitive program and was selected by her school administrators
based on her academic standing (4.3 GPA, 29 out of 429 class standing) and
JROTC program excellence (ranked first in her JROTC class). She is heavily
involved in school and church activities and even finds time to run her own
small business that she founded.
Cadet Stough’s competition essay “How JROTC has made me a better citizen
of the United States” helped her win the state competition.
As winner of the state competition, her submission package will be entered into
the National Society Outstanding JROTC recognition awards program.
The JROTC Outstanding Cadet award is an annual competition with intense
involvement at the chapter level. Competition packages are submitted to the state
society annually by Jan 15, with the winner being announced at the state convention.
Stough was sponsored by the Tennessee Valley chapter and ROTC program
chairman Bob Anderson, whose nominee won last year’s national competition.
—Rick Wells

—Photo by Jim Maples

Stough wins award at state convention

Tennessee Valley sponsors winning poster, brochure

—Photo by Jim Maples

Committee chair Bill Stone with winning poster

Mary Beth Gentle, a fifth grader in Jonathon Bagwell’s class at Hartselle
Intermediate School, won the ALSSAR Elementary Poster Contest. Mary
Beth is 10 years old and her poster was selected and sponsored by the Tennessee Valley chapter.
Gentle’s poster has been delivered to the National Society and will be entered and displayed for national competition at the 124th Congress.
The second-place poster was by Katherine White, a fifth grader at Autauga
Academy in Prattville and was sponsored by the Gen. John Archer Elmore
chapter. The third-place poster winner was Madelyn Erdoes, a fifth grader at
Holy Cross School in Montgomery, sponsored by the Gen. Richard Montgomery chapter.
The national theme for the Elementary Poster Contest for 2013 was
“Frances Marion, the Swamp Fox.”
Our very first entry for the new Americanism Brochure contest selected for
national competition is Hannah K. Hembree, a seventh grader from Huntsville’s Academy of Arts & Sciences. The brochure theme was “Frances Marion, the Swamp Fox.” Hannah’s teacher is Gary Leopold and her brochure
was sponsored by the Tennessee Valley chapter.
Our society needs to greatly increase chapter participation and involvement
in the Americanism Poster and Brochure programs for 2014. Youth education
and development are one of the major missions and goals for the Center for
Advancing America’s Heritage for the Sons of the American Revolution.
Alabama needs to take a pivotal leadership role among all the state societies
by focusing on the educational success of our children and grandchildren,
especially when it comes to American History. If your chapter did not sponsor a poster or brochure entry last year you need to reconsider your chapter’s
youth mission and get on board for 2014!
—Bill Stone
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Dorsey receives early Christmas present

Cooksey earns flag certificate from chapter

Richard Henry Lee chapter compatriot Walter
Cullars Dorsey, right, receives his 20-year SAR
membership pin from president Jason Howard
Williams at the chapter’s Christmas banquet.
Dorsey is the mainstay of the chapter and, at last
count, has 33 proven Revolutionary War ancestors.

Lee County resident Wayne Cooksey was
recognized for his display of the American flag at
the November meeting of the Richard Henry Lee
chapter. Cooksey is retired from the U.S. Air Force
where he helped maintain the presidential plane Air
Force One.

—Photos courtesy of William Rozier

Cheaha chapter speakers offer historic insight
Dr. George Lauderbaugh, a Jacksonville State history professor pictured (left) with chapter president Robert
Folsom, was the guest speaker at the Cheaha chapter’s October meeting, presenting a program on “Stamps
Honoring the American Revolution” and providing several examples of historical and commemorative
stamps. At the November meeting, Joan McKinney, owner of J. McKinney Associates, presented a program on
the history of the POWs at Fort McClellan and the POW cemetery there. At right, McKinney (far left) is
shown with chapter president Robert Folsom and his wife.
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Galvez chapter
inducts officers
ALSSAR president Marvin Vickers and
his wife Carolyn were the guests at the
Gen. Galvez chapter meeting on Jan. 11 at
the Heron Lake Country Club in Mobile.
Chapter president Jack Dwyer inducted
newest member Mark N. McLean into the
chapter. McLean, a student at Auburn
University, was unable to attend the meeting so his father, compatriot John McLean,
was presented with his membership certificate, rosette, Alabama SAR pin and a new
member’s packet.
Dwyer introduced past ALSSAR presidents Price Legg and Jim Wardlaw who are
chapter members and were in attendance. A
third past president, Malcom Babb, was
unable to attend the meeting due to poor
health. Also introduced to the chapter was
Dr. Diana Hashimi who was instrumental
in founding and served as the first president
of the Children of the American Revolution
chapter in Baldwin County.
After a delicious luncheon, Vickers installed the 2014 Chapter officers: Dr. Wilson Wilhite, president; Fred Bedsole, vice
president; Rev. Terry Blevins, secretary;
Leroy McGaughy, treasurer; and Board of
Managers compatriots Price Legg, Howard Schramm and Mike Glass.
The chapter gavel was passed from

—Photo courtesy of Mike Glass

Officers are, from right to left: Wilson Wilhite, Fred Bedsole, Terry Blevins,
Leroy McGaughy, Price Legg, Howard Schramm and Mike Glass.
Dwyer to Wilhite by Vickers. President
Wilhite presented Dwyer the Past Chapter
President certificate and pin with an
NSSAR keychain engraved with his name.
Vickers presented Dwyer a Meritorious
Service medal and certificate.
Vickers, as the featured speaker, gave a
sobering speech of what happened to the

—Photo courtesy of Bruce Pickette

Color Guard assists DAR event
Members of the ALSSAR Color
Guard are pictured with ALSSAR
president Bobby Joe Seales, center, at
the Daughters of the American
Revolution state convention on March
7 at The Hotel at Auburn University
and Dixon Conference Center.
Members are, from left: Color Guard
Commander Tom Smith, Bruce
Pickette, Jack Caraway and Larry
Cornwell. The Color Guard consisted
of members of the Gen. Richard
Montgomery chapter. Seales brought
greetings as ALSSAR president at the
opening session of the ASDAR
convention.

signers of the Declaration of Independence
during and following the Revolutionary
War. It was a stark reminder to all present
that freedom and liberty are not free. Many
people pay a high price for us to enjoy
these gifts. Vickers received a standing
ovation for his presentation.
—Mike Glass
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ALSSAR well represented at meeting
The Alabama Society had more
compatriots (17) than any other state at
the Spring SAR Leadership Conference
in Louisville, Ky., on Feb. 27-March 2,
including (top photo, from left) Perry
Vickers, Fred Olive, Marvin Vickers and
Rod Hildreth and (bottom photo, from
left) Jim Alexander (with wife Abby),
Larry Cornwell (with wife Leanne) and
Bobby Joe Seales (with wife Diane).
Other ALSSAR compatriots attending
the conference included Dave Billings
(and his wife Nancy), Bruce Buehler,
Jim Maples, Bruce Pickette, C.W. Posey
Jr. (and his wife Hilda), Walter
Stevenson, Bill Stone, Lee Swart, John
Wallace and Mike Wells.
_________________________________
Name

Alabama Society
Member Medal

_________________________________
Street or P.O, Box Address

Orders are now being accepted
through Chapter President for the
Alabama Society Member Medal

_________________________________
City
___________________
State

Medal sets will include a standard and
miniature size medal

(_____ )_________________________
Phone

Cost is $35.00 for each Medal set
which includes shipping and handling

ALSSAR Number__________________
Chapter Name_____________________

Alabama Society Member Medal
has been approved by the
Alabama Society
the
National Society Medals and Awards
Committee
and the
National Society Executive Committee
Sons of the American Revolution
The Alabama Society Membership
Medal is restricted to be worn only by
current Alabama Society Regular,
Junior and Dual State Society Members.

____________
ZIP

Alabama Society SAR Member Medal
Sets
_______ X $35.00 = $________.00
Make check payable to: ALSSAR
Mail Completed Form with Check for
full amount to:

Alabama Society
Member Medal
Order Form

Compatriot Price L. Legg
12170 County Road 99
Lillian, Alabama 36549-5120
Phone: 251-962-2170
leggpl@gulftel.com
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Shrine
(Continued from Page 1)
Bobby Joe Seales, president of the Alabama Society Sons of the American Revolution, said the Enshrinement of Hallowed
Grounds was the most reverend and meaningful part of the dedication ceremony.
With a white-gloved left hand on bottom
and the right firmly placed atop each box
containing the hallowed ground, the names
of the battle sites sounded from loudspeakers at the American Village: Afghanistan,
Vietnam, Rhone American Cemetery and
Normandy American Cemetery in France,
Florence American Cemetery in Italy,
Cambridge American Cemetery in England, Yorktown Battlefield and Arlington
National Cemetery in the United States, to
name a few.
“It is ground on which America’s heroes
stood up for their country and its freedoms,” said Tom Butler, American Village’s founding board chairman and trustee, just before each box went into the base
of the statue titled “Liberty Uniting the
Colonies” in front of this new National
Veterans Shrine and Register of Honor.
The purpose of the addition is to preserve the legacy of the country’s veterans
for the benefit of future generations, said
Tom Walker, American Village’s president and chief executive officer.
“Today our country faces a growing
national amnesia” concerning the country’s history and the vital role played by
those in the military. “We must tell their
stories,” Walker said. “The most important
element will come from you.”
The National Veterans Shrine is a replica
of Philadelphia’s Carpenter’s Hall, the
building where the first Continental Congress met. The American Village is invit-

—Photos courtesy of Bobby Joe Seales

University of Alabama cadet participates in the Enshrinement of
Hallow Grounds with soil from Arlington National Cemetery, left;
ALSSAR president Bobby Joe Seales (left) with Peter Waddell, right.
ing people to submit information on veterans, including photographs and biographies, to its Register of Honor Web site
that provides a database listing those who
have served in the armed forces. The database www.veteransregisterofhonor.com as
well as the shrine received a formal dedication with participation by U.S. Sen. Jeff
Sessions, U.S. Rep. Spencer Bachus, Alabama Lt. Gov. Kay Ivey, Alabama House
Speaker Mike Hubbard and Mary Bomar,
former National Park Service director.
“This national shrine, I think, represents
a brilliant idea for us to place here,” with
the use of technology, “the heritage and
history of those who served us so well in
the past,” Sessions told the crowd.
Ivey urged those in attendance to help
tell their veterans’ stories. “I challenge you
to honor our veterans and to teach their
stories to the young people,” she said.
Many times throughout the ceremony,
veterans received recognition and praise
from the speakers and audience members.
Many military men and women often sa-

luted and returned the gratitude.
While the building’s brick exterior reflects the historic Philadelphia building,
the inside provides computer kiosks for the
database and displays works of art specially made for The American Village. Included are nine paintings on walls as well as a
100-foot frieze near the ceiling created by
Peter Waddell of Washington, D.C.
“This project is really the result of one
man’s vision — Tom Walker,” said
Waddell, who has created artwork for the
U.S. Capitol and Mount Vernon, George
Washington’s home.
The shrine’s groundbreaking was July 4,
2012, while the dedication took place on
Feb. 17, Washington’s 282nd birthday.
“Almost 20 years ago, Tom Walker
drew on a napkin ... the dream of the place
that would attempt to reverse the historical
illiteracy” growing in the nation, said
American Village board chair Cathy Randall. “This is Tom Walker's dream and we
are here because of that dream.”
—Bobby Joe Seales

—Photo courtesy of Bruce Pickette

NSSAR President General awards flag streamers
ALSSAR president Bobby Joe Seales, left, and Gen. Richard
Montgomery compatriot Walter Stevenson, center, accept flag
streamers from NSSAR President General Joe Dooley at the
spring leadership meeting in Louisville. The streamers are
presented to state societies that contribute a minimum of
$1000 and to chapters that contribute a minimum of $500 to
the Center for America’s Heritage. Both the ALSSAR and
chapter donated $750, with Dooley adding $250 to the state
donation as promised in his President General Initiatives and
then matched by Sam and Karen Powell funds, totaling $2000
by the state and $1500 by the chapter.
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Visit the ALSSAR Web site at www.alssar.org
Send in your chapter news!
If you’re submitting material for the next newsletter, please e-mail your
pictures and information to timgaylesar@gmail.com or send information
about your chapter’s activities or upcoming events by June 10 to Tim
Gayle at 3104 Cabot Street, Montgomery, AL 36110.

ALSSAR’s Stone honored by DAR as historian of the year
Compatriot Bill Stone was honored at the Alabama Society Daughters of the American Revolution (ASDAR) state convention on March 7 in
Auburn.
Stone, a member of the Gen. John Archer
Elmore chapter in Prattville, was presented a
certificate from the Alabama Society Daughters
of the American Revolution as the historian of
the year for 2013.
Mrs. Mary Buehler, regent of the Atagi chapter
in Prattville, nominated Stone for his work in
organizing and presenting the Articles of Association as a Historical and Youth Outreach program.
Regent Buehler cited the program “reached
nearly 25,000 middle school and high school
aged children, civic, patriotic and historical
groups in Alabama” during 2013.
The borrowed document was the “penned signature page of the Articles of Association signed
by many of our founding fathers on 20 October
1774 during the First Continental Congress.”
Stone was assisted by Gen. John A. Elmore
chapter compatriots Mack Clark and Richard
Wells during the outreach program.
—Bruce Buehler

—Photo by Bruce Buehler

State DAR Regent Connie Grund, left, and ASDAR historian
Vickie Lynn Presley make presentation to compatriot Bill Stone.

