The Council of the City of Liebenthal met in public hearing in the city building at 6:00 p.m. on November 10, 2025.  Presiding was Mayor Darrell Warner, council members present were Barb Matal, Renee Legleiter, Bill Stark, Kathy Herrman, Clerk Beverly Stark, Water/Wastewater Personnel Darrell Matal.  Karlee Legleiter, and children arrived at 6:04.
The minutes of the meeting held October 13, 2025, were read.  Renee Legleiter moved to approve the minutes as read, Barb Matal seconded, the vote was unanimous, motion passed.
Karlee Legleiter thanked the council for the work done to govern the city.  She reported that the proposed Fall Fest committee was moving forward to hold the first Fall Fest Sept. 19, 2026. There has been great support for this activity among the city residents. The festival will be held on church grounds, and the committee has plans to continue the festival in future years.  She also asked if the city had any pet ordinances, most particularly for cats.  After some discussion, Karlee left at 6:13 p.m.
Darrell Warner had been contacted regarding the maintenance contract and work done on the water tower.  
Clerk’s Announcements:  The clerk reminded the council of pesticide monitoring required by KDHE by Dec. 31, 2025.  The clerk also received a new notice of Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) monitoring required by KDHE which she delivered to both Darrell Warner and Darrell Matal.  The clerk asked the mayor for the total loads of water billable to Rosencrantz and Bemis. 
Old Business:  Both Ordinance 2025-02 to establish new rates for the sewer system and Ordinance 2025-03 to establish new fees for the use and sale of water were reviewed. Bev was contacted by Reuben Martin of Midwest Assistance Program to offer assistance in reviewing the proposed fee structure for the water system, and running projections for feasibility.  He will present his findings to Bev as soon as possible.  The council proposed the new ordinances to go into effect Jan. 1, 2026. 
The Mayor asked for any city needs for 2026 that the city could work toward.  It was proposed that the new grant will have to be executed with oversite provided by the city “and this will be enough to be going on with.”  
New Business:  The City Sales Tax of 1.5% was passed at the election on November 4, 2026.  The council inquired regarding any other requirements to execute the sales tax.  The clerk has completed all necessary steps and paperwork.
 Utilities and Maintenance Updates:  Rhonda Matal messaged the council that all chlorine residuals are above 0.35.  Darrell Warner asked for upcoming pesticide testing be completed before December 1 to avoid mail disturbances due to the holiday season.  Bill Stark suggested contacting the contracted water operator Kurt Bookout to establish procedural requirements.  Bev will find his contact information and relay it to the Mayor.  
Calendar / City Events:  No pending events.
Approval and Payment of Bills:  Barb Matal moved to approve payment of the bills as presented, Bill Stark seconded, the vote was unanimous, the motion carried. The next meeting will be held December 12, 2025, at 6 p.m. in the city building.  Bev and Bill Stark, and Darrell Matal were excused from the meeting at 7:03 to allow the council to discuss city personnel issues.  
Darrell Warner, Kathy Herrman, Barb Matal, and Renee Legleiter remained.  The city clerk’s wages were discussed.  Currently, the Clerk is paid $10/hour with a sixty hour cap per month.  The number of hours needed by the City Clerk has risen over the past two years.  In 2025, the hours have increased due to regulations, grant needs, and other requirements.  The council discussed an increase in Clerk pay with the overall view that as the hours required to fulfill duties has increased.  All members agree.  Darrell Warner will contact other municipalities for their practices that relate to compensation of city clerks.  
The governing body then transitioned to talk about water and maintenance positions.  The current water and wastewater personnel have been ill, and recovering from surgery, and continues dealing with KDHE.  The council would like Darrell Matal and Kelly Koerner to do all water sampling and meter readings, with Kelly Koerner handling all water sampling responsibilities. 
Renee Legleiter moved to adjourn the meeting, Barb Matal seconded, the motion passed.  The meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m.

							__________________________________
							Mayor Darrell Warner

							__________________________________
							City Clerk Beverly Stark

