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1. MAY 9th CWRT MEETING:

DENNYS RESTAURANT, 710 W. SHAW AVE., CLOVIS

6:00 Dinner & social hour

7:00 Meeting



PROGRAM:  Patty Spencer will talk about two spies in the 

Civil War

2. UP COMING EVENTS:

a* No June or July Meetings

b* August 17th Barbeque at the Clague’s Cabin, Shaver Lake

c* SEPT. 12TH CWRT MEETING: Tentative speaker is Eileen 

Apperson, a professor at Reedly College. Her Grt. Grt. Grandfather 

was Colonel Upton Hays, who was a Confederate Officer in Missouri. 

She has inherited letters and other info, and is writing a book about 

him, which she hopes to have published in a year. 

d* Oct. 10th CWRT MEETING:

e* Oct. 26th & 27th (?) Kearney Park Civil War 

3. PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:

Greetings all, 

I was looking through the internet / Twitter and I happened to 

come across some misleading information regarding Robert E Lee. 



Was he a traitor to the United States? Would he have commanded 

the Union Army? So many versions of what the Civil War was? Why? 

How? Was it over slavery or states rights? Well this isn’t taught in 

schools these days. While I was searching the net, I came across 

battlefields.org, which had a great article below: 

10 Facts: What Everyone Should Know About the Civil War

Fact #1: The Civil War was fought between the Northern and the 

Southern states from 1861-1865.

The Civil War, also known as “The War Between the States,” was 

fought between the United States of America and the Confederate 

States of America, a collection of eleven southern states that left the 

Union in 1860 and 1861 and formed their own country in order to 

protect the institution of slavery. Jefferson Davis, a former U.S. 

Senator and Secretary of War, was appointed President of the 

Confederate States of America. The United States thought that the 

southern states were wrong to leave the Union and initiated a war 

that raged across the country for four years. In 1865, the United 

States defeated the Confederate States and abolished slavery nation-

wide.

Fact #2: Abraham Lincoln was the President of the United States

during the Civil War.

Abraham Lincoln grew up in a log cabin in Kentucky. He worked as a 

shopkeeper and a lawyer before entering politics in the 1840s. 

Alarmed by his anti-slavery stance, the southern states seceded soon

https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/abraham-lincoln
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/jefferson-davis
http://battlefields.org/


after he was elected president in 1860. Lincoln declared that he 

would do everything necessary to keep the United States united as 

one country. He refused to recognize the southern states as an 

independent nation and the Civil War erupted in the spring of 1861.

On January 1, 1863, Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, 

which freed the slaves in the southern states and laid the groundwork

for slaves to eventually be freed across the country. He narrowly won 

re-election in 1864 against opponents who wanted to sign a peace 

treaty with the southern states. On April 14, 1865, Lincoln was 

assassinated by John Wilkes Booth, a southern sympathizer.

Fact #3: Before the United States was formed, many different 

civilizations existed on the American continent.

Native Americans have lived in North America for more than 12,000 

years. Around 400 years ago, people from the Netherlands, England, 

Spain, and France arrived in North America and began to establish 

small, independent colonies. These different civilizations traded, 

mixed, and fought with each other. In 1789, they united and formed a 

common government based on an agreement known as the United 

States Constitution.  Many considered the Constitution to be a non-

binding agreement: they believed that the different civilizations, now 

called “states,” could leave the common government at any time they 

chose.

Fact #4: The issues of slavery and central power divided the 

United States.

https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/10-facts-emancipation-proclamation


Slavery was the law of the land, north and south, until the early 19th 

century. It was concentrated in the southern states, where slaves 

were used as farm laborers and formed the backbone of the southern

economy. In the northern states, where industry drove the economy, 

many people believed that slavery was immoral and wrong. 

Southerners felt threatened by these northern “abolitionists” and 

claimed that the common government had no power to end slavery 

against the wishes of the states. Eventually, southerners became 

convinced that the common government would attempt to abolish 

slavery nation-wide. Eleven states left the United States in the 

following order and formed the Confederate States of America: South

Carolina, Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Texas, 

Virginia, Arkansas, North Carolina, and Tennessee.

Fact #5: The Civil War began when Southern troops bombarded 

Fort Sumter, South Carolina.

When the southern states seceded from the Union, there were still a 

few forts on southern soil that were manned by United States 

soldiers  Rather than surrender the forts, President Lincoln attempted

to re-supply the soldiers by sea. The Confederacy learned of 

Lincoln’s plans and demanded that the forts surrender under threat of

force. When the U.S. soldiers refused, South Carolinians launched a 

bombardment of Fort Sumter in the Charleston harbor. After a 34-

hour battle, the soldiers inside the fort surrendered to the 

Confederates.

https://www.battlefields.org/learn/civil-war/battles/fort-sumter


Legions of men from north and south joined with their leaders to 

protect their interests. The primary interest of the north was to 

maintain the United States as a single, undivided country. The 

primary reason for the south seceding from the Union was to protect 

the right to own slaves.

Fact #6: The North had more men and war materials than the 

South.

At the beginning of the Civil War, 22 million people lived in the North 

and 9 million people (4 million of whom were slaves) lived in the 

South. The North also had more money, more factories, more horses,

more railroads, and more food. These advantages made the United 

States much more powerful than the Confederate States. However, 

the Confederates were fighting defensively and their soldiers and 

generals frequently proved to be more skilled than their northern 

counterparts, allowing them to mount a stubborn resistance to the 

United States.

Fact #7: The bloodiest battle of the Civil War was the Battle of 

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.

The Civil War devastated the Confederate states. The presence of 

vast armies throughout the countryside meant that livestock, crops, 

and other staples were consumed very quickly. In an effort to gather 

fresh supplies and intimidate the United States, Confederate 

General Robert E. Lee launched a daring invasion of the North in the 

summer of 1863. He was defeated by Union General George G. 

Meade in a three-day battle near Gettysburg, Pennsylvania that left 

https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/george-g-meade
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/george-g-meade
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/robert-e-lee


nearly 52,000 men killed, wounded, or missing in action. Many 

historians mark the Battle of Gettysburg as the “turning point” in the 

Civil War when the South began to lose. After the battle, President 

Lincoln delivered the Gettysburg Address, which expressed firm 

commitment to preserving the Union and became one of the most 

famous speeches in American history.

Fact #8: The North won the Civil War.

After four years of conflict, the last major Confederate armies 

surrendered to the United States in April of 1865. The war bankrupted

the South, left its roads, farms, and factories in ruins, and all but 

wiped out an entire generation of men. More than 620,000 men died 

in the Civil War, more than any other war in American history. The 

southern states were occupied by Union soldiers, rebuilt, and 

gradually re-admitted to the United States over the course of twenty 

difficult years known as the Reconstruction Era.

Fact #9: After the war was over, the Constitution was amended 

to free the slaves, to assure “equal protection under the law” for 

American citizens, and to grant black men the right to vote. 

The southern states seceded to prevent the abolition of slavery. 

During the war, Abraham Lincoln freed some slaves and allowed 

freedmen to join the Union Army. It was clear to many that it was only

a matter of time before slavery was fully abolished. As the war drew 

to a close, but before the southern states were re-admitted to the 

United States, the northern states added the 13th, 14th, and 15th 

amendments to the Constitution. The 13th Amendment abolished 

https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/civil-war-casualties
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/civil-war/battles/battle-gettysburg-facts-summary


slavery, the 14th Amendment guaranteed that citizens would receive 

“equal protection under the law,” and the 15th Amendment granted 

black men the right to vote. The 14th Amendment has played an 

ongoing role in American society as different groups of citizens 

continue to lobby for equal treatment by the government.

Fact #10: Many Civil War battlefields are threatened by 

development.

The United States government has identified 384 battles that had a 

significant impact on the larger war. Many of these battlefields have 

been developed—turned into shopping malls, pizza parlors, housing 

developments, etc.—and many more are threatened by development.

Since the end of the Civil War, veterans and other citizens have 

struggled to preserve the fields on which Americans fought and 

died. The Civil War Trust and its partners have preserved tens of 

thousands of acres     of battlefield land.     

Regards,

Michael 

4. AFTER ACTION REPORT, MEETING OF APRIL 11TH

BY RON VAUGHAN, SECRETARY

*9 persons were present at the meeting. Helen was in the 

Kaiser Hospital due to kidney stones.

https://www.battlefields.org/preserve/saved-land
https://www.battlefields.org/preserve/saved-land
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/primary-sources/fifteenth-amendment
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/primary-sources/fourteenth-amendment


*Gail provided a Treasurer’s report: We have $1382 in the bank

as of 3/1/19.

*The Clagues decided August 17th would be the best date for 

the annual barbeque. Brian is back at Shaver, but the President of 

another group he belongs to, decided to change their meeting date to

the 2nd Tuesday.

*Patty will speak next month on two female spies. Patty is trying

to arrange for the man that plays Col. Fremantle to speak to us, also 

Steve M.

*PROGRAM: Ron showed slides from his April 2017 trip to 

Petersburg and Richmond with his Cousin David and Carol Vaughan.

I had arranged for our guide to be Pamplin Park guide Edward 

Alexander. He spoke at our 2015 Conference, and is a great speaker.

He led a driving tour of a number of trench and fort sites, including Ft.

Steadman, the Crater, Five Forks, and the April 2nd, 1865 break 

through point. It rained off and on, but we had an enjoyable time.

The following day we visited the National Civil War Museums 

and Tredagar Iron Works, and the old Museum of the Confederacy, 

near the CSA Capitol. The most exciting exhibits were of General 

R.E. Lee’s HQ tent with his hat and other items. Also, we viewed a 

display of many things belonging to JEB Stuart. It was interesting to 

see the many old Confederate battle flags, many were captured at 

the end of Pickett’s Charge.



As we traveled north, we stopped at Fredericksburg Battlefield 

where I also took many pics. In the future, I may develop more 

programs featuring pics from South Mountain and Antietam.

5. CIVIL WAR HUMOR

FROM “THE BLUE & GRAY LAUGHING”

“O’Toole is a teamster in Captain McKorkey’s celebrated battery, 

which contributed so materially to our success at Antietam, and in 

fact saved the day. One day during the prevailing season of mud, as 

Lieutenant Colonel Bernstein was riding a tour of inspection, he met 

the jovial teamster wending his way towards the battery stable with a 

large shovel over his shoulder.

Where are you going, my brave lad?’  said the Colonel, who 

always has a kind word for our gallant boys.

To curry the ears of me mool.’

‘Why do you groom only the ears of your mule?’

Shure, thim’s all ov ‘im remains out of the mud, Sur!’”
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