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History of Acadie IV
By the early 1730’s, a distinct Acadian identity was emerging in Acadie. Intermarriages had united Catholic
and Huguenot, French, Mi’kmaq, English, Irish, and Spanish. They had been distant from their motherland for nearly
a century. They were essentially farmers and merchants who were quite independent and who saw themselves
differently from their ancestors. They were self-sustaining. They called themselves Acadians.
One of the reasons that Mi’kmaq were on good terms with the Acadians was that instead of building their
villages by cutting down the forests, therefore the hunting and trapping grounds of the Natives, the Acadians preferred
the lands closest to the Bay of Fundy and its rivers. They created a unique system of diking that allowed for the salty
water of the marshes to return to the sea. The resulting reclaimed thousands of acres became the most fertile
agricultural land for the Acadians to farm. Some of these aboiteaux are still operational today, almost 400 years later. In
2012, UNESCO recognized the landscape and aboiteau system of Grand-Pré as a World Heritage Site: https://
whc.unesco.org/en/list/1404
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Between 1604 and 1713, the colony of Acadie changed hands between the French and the British seven
times. Acadians had little interest in war, and especially in waring against their allies and their customers. Although
the British authorities of the colony tried to force the Acadians to swear an oath of unconditional allegiance to the
Crown, Acadians refused. Between 1713 and 1730, the Acadians signed a variety of oaths of conditional allegiance,
which allowed for Acadians’ neutrality in times of war, the right not to bear arms against the French nor the Mi’kmaq,
and the right to practice Catholicism. They became known as the “Neutrals” or the “French Neutrals”. 1
Thus Acadians entered into their “Golden Age”, according to historian Naomi Griffiths, author of “The
Contexts of Acadian History 1686 – 1784”. The population growth was high, infant mortality rate was very low. The
community spirit that enabled them to maintain and repair the dikes is also reflected in other aspects of their daily
life. Building a home for newlyweds, braking linen, weaving and fulling cloth, and butchering furnish opportunities
for festive gatherings with neighbors and relatives. Acadians raise livestock, grains, and vegetables. They sell the
surplus of their harvests and the fruit of their orchards along with woven textiles. Although an exact number is not
available for the population of Acadie on the eve of the Expulsion, historians agree that between 15,000 and 18,000
French Catholics live in Acadie.
-continued on page 3
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MAHC Sponsors French-Canadian Dance Workshop
to St. John Valley School Students
The MAHC has been wondering how to engage young students in learning about their culture. The council
sponsored Cindy Larock, Master Dance Teacher, Artistic Director, Maine Folque Co-op, of Lewiston, Maine to
teach traditional French-Canadian dances (contra danses) to the students of the St. John Valley. Cindy visited all
valley schools the first week of May to teach them some of the steps. New Brunswick musician, Garold
Hanscombe, accompanied her with live fiddle music along with Don Cunningham playing the guitar. Students
learned some of La Bastringue also know as the circle dance. MAHC mission to celebrate and educate about the
Acadians of the St. John Valley, their history, their culture, and their language was certainly evident during Cindy’s
workshops.
Cindy will return to the valley in early August where parents and other family members along with the community
will also be invited. The hope is that this traditional art will not be forgotten and can continue with our young
people.
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Top left: Madawaska Elementary students learning steps.
Lower left: Musicians, Garold Hanscombe and Don
Cunningham Above: Cindy demonstrating steps to students.
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2019 Congres Mondiale Acadien
Can we believe that it has already been five years since the Upper St. John Valley hosted the Congres Mondiale Acadien? Well it has, and now
Acadian eyes in the Valley need to look to Prince Edward Island and the Southeastern Coast of New Brunswick. Events will be shared among
numerous communities in that area, as we saw was done in the
Congres 2014 “L’Acadie des Terres et Forets”. Possibly from a lesson
learned during our region’s hosting of the event, each community will
host the Congres for a day, and on a larger scale the first week taking
place in Prince Edward Island, the second week moving into New
Brunswick. The 15th of August, Acadian day, will be split among the
two event areas, with programming in Miscouche PEI in the morning
moving into Dieppe, NB in the afternoon. The Congres is always full
of good food, good company and good cheer, with a chance to meet
distant relatives and learn about the lives of other Acadians.
The organizers of the Congres have always been careful to make sure
the event isn’t just a large party, including intellectual events such as an
Economic Forum, workshops for younger folk in the Youth Event, and
a Women’s summit on feminism and gender equality in Acadie. New
this year will be “Le Grand parle-ouère”, an open discussion event to
discuss matters relating to Acadians and friends of Acadie; brainstorm
on how localities can pursue their community commitments; and bring
out what Acadians think are the key issues facing Acadie at this specific
time in its history.
Maine Acadian Heritage Council encourages the participation of
Acadians in Maine in the upcoming Congres. We often need to remind
other Acadians that we are here, and showing up in numbers with our
opinions in hand will help us leave our mark!
-MAHC Vice President; Ken Theriault Jr.
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After the battles of Québec and Montréal. After the
battles of Québec (1759) and Montréal (1760), the Treaty of
Paris 1763 awarded all the formerly French colonies in Canada
(Acadie and Nouvelle-France) to England.
-MAHC President, Lise Pelletier

-Griffiths, Naomi. The Contexts of Acadian History 1686 1784 Center for Canadian Studies 1992,Faragher, John
Mack. A Great And Noble Scheme New York 2006,Chevrier,
Cécile. Acadie Esquisses d'un parcours - Sketches of a
Journey Société nationale de l'Acadie 1994.
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MAHC Publications
The Land In Between
The Upper St. John Valley, Prehistory to World War I
Written by Bétrice Craig and Mazime Dagenais
The “land in between” is the upper Saint John Valley, a region straddling the
Maine-New Brunswick border. A zone of contacts between different Native
American cultures until the arrival of the Europeans, it was disputed by the
British and the French in the colonial period and settled by Acadians and
French Canadians in the eighteenth century. To this day, it has remained the
site of a distinct French American culture, and its residents have striven to
preserve their specificity and unity despite the international boundary. Also
available at tilburyhouse.com and Amazon.com.
$30

Revue de la Société
historique du
Madawaska
Immigrants in a Frontier
Community, Madawaska
1785 - 1850
$10

Voici the Valley Cultureway
Places and culture of the St. John Valley,
where Maine meets New Brunswick

Audio Story and Guide / $15
www.voicithevalley.org

Heritage Sites of the
St. John Valley
A Passport and Guide for
Residents and Visitors
$5

Contact
Maine Acadian Heritage Council
to purchase any of these publications.

Acadia of the Lands
and Forests
CMA 2014

Highlights of the Congres
mondial acadien 2014 in
Northern Maine and the
provinces of New
Brunswick and Quebec.
DVD / $20

