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[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
That was no dream folks! We have arrived at Christmas, and we are still here. This is even one of those rare years that we get two weeks of Christmas following all of that candle lighting, Silent Night singing, and rejoicing together. We do not have all that build up in Advent for one amazing evening, and then call it quits like the rest of the world. We actually stay within a season, and hear more of the story. That is indeed the blessed part of our faith. So, as we continue on in this season of Christmas let us learn more, and let us continue to rejoice in the very blessing that arrived in the manger.
Alright, you know, if you and I were Joseph in today’s story, I would venture to think that we would seriously be second guessing it every time that we went and laid down our heads in order to catch some shut eye. It just seems as if Joseph can’t get any uninterrupted rest without having an angel come and visit him in a dream. Let alone those very dreams that Joseph experienced always seemed to have some kind of advice or directives attached to them. Nothing like being bossed around or put to work in your dreams. Geesh!
Now, what I do happen to find even more interesting about Joseph is that in these scenarios he finds a way to be so obedient. He does not even seem to waver or question things for one moment like most of us probably would, or have even done. To top it all off Joseph does not ever seem to delay either, like I know we all have done a few too many times as well. With all that said, I really do believe that the role of Joseph in these last two sets of Sunday Gospel narratives can have us seriously underplaying his role, or even who he is as a person at times. If you think about it, and really listen to these stories, then you come to know that this guy was on it. Joseph exhibited a trust and faith that was like no other. Thanks be to God that Joseph was actually hand-picked to play this all too important role!
Now, I would venture that all of us has had a dream or two, or even a premonition or two, that of course depends on what you might happen to call or consider them. I am also rather certain that they have caused us to question things or even cause us to have some concern, anguish, or worry. Let alone they probably increased or heightened our awareness, or maybe they just really led to us overprocessing things. On the other hand, sometimes that have given us comfort, and even some vindication. We undoubtedly have all had a God moment or two that we cannot simply explain or identify the best with words, but we know for certain that it was not just a me thing. We know for certain that there was indeed some power or divine intervention mixed into things. And, when we sit back and look after those moments that have transpired, I am fairly certain that there were just moments that we shook our heads at what might have been or what was. Then again, maybe we quite possibly were just extremely thankful that we listened and obeyed, steered in a different direction, or just approached with caution. Those moments were no different than our story is here today.
If you really happened to over evaluate things a bit here today, then maybe you thought this story sounded rather familiar. You might have been sitting there initially thinking that the Moses story was playing itself out right in front of our eyes yet again in today’s Gospel Reading. However, the family is different, and Jesus is the baby in this story of course. Let alone there is no basket floating on a River here, and there is no separation from family. Obviously, there is another jealous ruler who is so concerned and worried about what might happen to his reign and kingdom that he goes to obscene measures in an effort to eliminate that which may halt or call his reign into question. This ruler decides it is best to eliminate all young male children under the age of two, and is in hopes of getting rid of the baby boy that would actually be the so-called threat in the ruler’s future reign. However, we hear yet again that God intervenes and does not allow for this to happen. God happens to send an angel into the mix and right into those dreams of Joseph like we talked about before. On the first instance in today’s story Joseph presses on to Egypt with his family. They move so quickly in the process that they actually leave and travel at night. They stayed in the land they traveled to until Herod of course passes away. Then again, they were on the move as the angel commanded in yet another dream. However, there was indeed a swerve here, as the son of Herod was the one who took over the throne, and there was no way Joseph was going to put his family in another sticky or possibly deadly situation.  So, we hear of yet another dream, and this one may or may not have even had an angel deliver it, and it is unclear if Joseph received this additional directive or if he just had a moment of clarity of where they should go and reside. Regardless, through all of this movement, and through all of these dreams and how they played out, our story that we heard today fulfilled that which had been spoken of by the prophets.
So, one might ask how does all of this relate to our world and our life today? How is all of this relevant in a society that is so markedly different than back then? I guess that actually will have us putting some additional questions forward. And they are… Why does God seem to intervene or protect some, but not all? Why do people in charge today get to do certain things and live in a manner where they never seem to be held accountable for their very actions? Why was the world so messed up back then, and why is it so messed up right now? Why, oh, why?
Over the course of our lives, we come to learn that not all things are ordained or supported by God. Unfortunately, certain human acts and choices play front and center. Sometimes they are so destructive and decisive that we question how in the world they could ever happen. However, this is precisely where we all too often are reminded that we live in a world that is not of God’s Kingdom. We live in a world that is a daily battle ground and a land of trial for how strong and defined our faith truly is. “Acknowledging the fact that God does not cause evil but is present in times of distress in the voice guiding us, in the sending of us to safety, in the healing of our pain, and in the presence in our lives is important.” (7) 
We continue to ask questions and try to figure things out in a way that really seems to have us forgetting that despite all of human creation being designed in God’s wonderful image has people still choosing another path for some reason or another. They have chosen a path of darkness that could be nothing further from God’s original intent or desire. That is precisely why bad things happen, and at times unfortunately happen to even good people. The world back then may seem like it was all so different, but it is precisely the same as today. That is why we glory in the fact that God gave his only son in human form to come here and live among us. We also come to realize that grace is not provided without all that happens in Christ’s life and without the shadow of the cross looming over the very manger we find so much joy in. Jesus was indeed protected in our story today, but that of course is because Mary and Joseph trusted in the process, they tuned in and listened, and they obeyed all of the directives given to them. That does not mean they did not sin, but they followed along God’s divine path for them and for Jesus so that he could live and reign precisely the way that it was truly intended, and thanks be to God for that! 
Amen.






























Matthew 2:13-23
     In a dream, Joseph is warned to flee to Egypt to protect the infant Jesus from the 
     jealousy of Herod.

     13 Now after [the magi] had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
     dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and 
     remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 
     him.” 14 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to 
     Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had 
     been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my 
     son.”

  16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and 
     he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years 
     old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the magi. 17 Then 
     what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:
      18 “A voice was heard in Ramah,
       wailing and loud lamentation,
      Rachel weeping for her children;
       she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.”

  19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to 
     Joseph in Egypt and said, 20 “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the 
     land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21 Then 
     Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 
     22 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling Judea in place of his father 
     Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went 
     away to the district of Galilee. 23 There he made his home in a town called 
     Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, 
     “He will be called a Nazarene.
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