
Treasury Department would 
work with states to help them 
rapidly distribute the money 
and would issue new guide-
lines making clear that the 
money could be used to avoid 
eviction. The Treasury De-
partment is also encouraging 
states to make the application 
process more accessible so 
that language or documenta-
tion barriers do not keep eligi-
ble families from benefiting 
from the assistance.   

By Lauren Egan 

NBC News  

 

trol and Prevention, which 
issued the extension to the 
eviction ban, made clear that 
July would be the "final" 
month of the benefit. 

The departments of Housing 
and Urban Development, 
Veterans Affairs and Agricul-
ture said they would continue 
to allow homeowners who 
have not yet taken advantage 
of mortgage forbearance to 
enter into Covid-related for-
bearance programs through 
Sept. 30. The agencies will 
make an additional announce-
ment in July "to offer borrow-
ers payment reduction options 
that will enable more home-
owners to stay in their 
homes," the White House 
said. 

An administration official 
said that while the economy is 
beginning to pick up again, 
the CDC's extension on the 
eviction ban underscored the 
"urgency" for state and local 
governments to get the rental 
aid to tenants who need it. 

The White House said the 

More than half of people 
residing in homeless shel-
ters in the United States had 
formal earnings in the same 
year they were homeless, 
according to a new study 
that deepens understanding 
of housing insecurity in the 
U.S.  Among unhoused indi-
viduals who were not in 
shelters, about 40% had 

earnings from formal em-
ployment. The findings con-
trast with common percep-
tions and stereotypes about 
people who are homeless—
suggesting that even con-
sistent work isn't enough to 
help Americans facing sky-
rocketing housing costs. Led 
by Prof. Bruce D. Meyer, a 
preeminent scholar of U.S. 
poverty, the research offers 

the first highly accurate 
snapshot of those experienc-
ing homelessness across the 
country and examines fac-
tors such as labor market 
attachment, geographic mo-
bility, earnings, population 
characteristics and safety net 
usage.  

CONTINUED ON PG 2 

The halt to evictions and 
foreclosures was in place to 
stave off a potential wave of 
homelessness at the onset of 
the coronavirus pandemic.  

The Biden administration 
said that it would extend the 
temporary bans 
on evictions and foreclosures 
for another month as the 
country continues to rebound 
from the coronavirus pan-
demic. 

The announcement comes as 
some states have struggled to 
spend the $21.5 billion in 
emergency rental aid includ-
ed in the American Rescue 
Plan earlier this year, allow-
ing states an additional month 
to work through a crush of 
applications and distribute the 
money before the funds ex-
pire. 

The pause on evictions and 
foreclosures for federally 
backed mortgages were set to 
expire at the end of June. 

The White House and 
the Centers for Disease Con-
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expecting is that they're going 
to see fewer homeless people 
around," said Stephen Eide, a 
senior fellow at the Manhattan 
Institute. "I don't think that 
we've seen that in the case of 
housing first." 

Over half a million Americans 
were unhoused in 2020. 

Despite the rising budget, over-
all homelessness in the U.S. has 
improved by only 10% com-
pared with 2007. 

For decades, the U.S. has relied 
on a "housing first" approach to 
homelessness, where permanent 
housing is provided for home-
less people without precondi-
tions. 

Some critics argue that housing 
first hasn't done much to solve 
the crisis. 

director at the United States 
Interagency Council on Home-
lessness. "The state of home-
lessness is pretty tenuous, and 
there are some small increases 
that are taking place across the 
board." 

For decades, the U.S. has relied 
on a "housing first" approach to 
homelessness, where perma-
nent housing is provided for 
homeless people without pre-
conditions such as sobriety or 
employment. 

"Without the coach to guide me 
into housing, I wouldn't be 
where I'm at now," said Shan-
non McGhee, who moved into 
his supportive housing in 2020 
after being unhoused for four 
years. "Being able to have my 
housing first, I know that I'm in 
control of my environment. 
Now, what happens here is all 
about what I create." 

However, some critics of the 
housing first approach say it 
hasn't shown enough real re-
sults to deem it successful. 

"When the public is told that 
this particular policy is going to 
end homelessness, what they're 

 WASHINGTON —
 Homelessness in the United 
States rose for the fourth 
straight year, with about 
580,000 people living on the 
streets or in temporary shel-
ter at the start of 2020, ac-

cording to an annual nation-
wide survey that was com-
pleted before the pandemic. 

But the report, which was 
released on Thursday, al-
most certainly underesti-
mates the spread, depth and 

urgency of the crisis, and 
not by a little, federal offi-
cials warned. 

The report showed a 2.2 
percent increase in home-
lessness from the previous 
year, but that does not re-

The Covid pandemic caused a 
surge in housing costs and a 
rise in unemployment, leaving 
nearly 600,000 Americans 
unhoused in 2020. 

"What people don't typically 
realize when they walk past a 
person who's homeless is that 
this person is costing taxpayers 
a lot of money," said Sam 
Tsemberis, chief executive 
officer at Pathways Housing 
First Institute. 

In 2019, New York City spent 
a record-breaking $3 billion to 
support its homeless popula-
tion. California is also expected 
to break its record, allocat-
ing $4.8 billion to the same 
issue over the next two years. 

Despite the rising budget, over-
all homelessness in the U.S. 
has improved by only 
10% compared with 2007. It's 
even worse for certain sub-
groups, such as individual 
homelessness, which dropped 
by only 1% in the same period. 

"Right now, we are trending in 
the wrong direction," said An-
thony Love, interim executive 

With more than half a million Americans unhoused, 

the U.S. is still struggling to solve the homelessness 

crisis 
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We accept donations of any 
variety. Anything that can be 
used to help someone set up 
house once they get back on 
their feet is always needed. 
We accept clothing donations 
as well. 

 

We always have projects go-
ing on around the ministry 
and will gladly accept volun-
teers. So much is going on 
here, and you can help in so 
many ways. Even if it's com-
ing by to help cook dinner, 
we greatly appreciate it! 

 

Wingard Home is a long term 
transition home for the home-
less and displaced of Jackson, 
Mississippi and the surround-
ing area. We are dedicated to 
keeping the family unit intact. 
Unlike the “shelters,” 
Wingard Home takes a holis-
tic approach to solve the 
problems of homelessness! At 
the Jackson Campus, we 
house married couples and 
parents with children together 
as part of our commitment to 
the family values that are so 
much a part of American life. 
Our mission is to get men, 
women, children and families 
off the streets, out of the gov-

ernment welfare trap, and 
working toward independence 
and financial stability. We 
offer our residents alterna-
tives to gang life and the drug 
culture, and provide options 
to dependence on food stamps 
and government bail-out pro-
grams. 

 

Everyday, Wingard Home has 
things that are being done. 
We have constant needs from 
food for the pantry or person-
al care items for guest. Al-
most anything can be used 
here. 

 

scheduled to expire this year, 
have slowed the pace of dis-
placement, although a Gov-
ernment Accountability Of-
fice report released this week 
showed the programs were 
not universally effective.  

flect the displacement of peo-
ple who lost work as a result 
of the sharp downturn caused 
by the coronavirus.  “I can’t 
give you numbers on how 
much homelessness has in-
creased during the pandemic, 
but we know it has in-
creased,” Marcia L. 
Fudge, who was con-
firmed last week as President 
Biden’s secretary of housing 
and urban development, said 
during a briefing  

at the White House.— is not a 
real solution.  She called the 
situation “devastating,” and 
said the country had a “moral 
responsibility” to address 
both long-term homelessness 
and hardships spurred by the 
coronavirus. 

HUD officials say the effect 
on homelessness might not be 
known for years.  Nationwide 
moratoriums on evictions, 
which have been in place 
since last spring and are 
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We live in the Age of Infor-
mation, an unparalleled page of 
history in the making where eve-
rything you’ve ever wondered 
about is merely one Google 
search away. 

Knowledge was once something 
difficult to obtain. For example, 
100 years ago, only 35% of U.S. 
residents had phones, meaning 
that 65% of Americans in the 
previous century needed to know 
Morse code just to send and re-
ceive basic info. Ironically, we’re 
only able to divulge that data now 

because it’s readily available 
online. 

The information revolution, 
spawned by modern tech like 
smartphones and WiFi, made 
information more accessible to a 
broader group of people. But that 
doesn’t mean modern people are 
definitely more informed. 

Pew Research reports that only 
22% of today’s readers are eager 
and willing to learn new things. 
Other individuals are much less 
optimistic about all the info, with 
25% identified as wary and 24% 
described as doubtful. 

Perhaps this data explains why 
certain modern horrors can 
exist right under our noses 
without ever really breaching 
that mental barrier we’ve set 
up between mindful cogni-
zance and willful ignorance. 
Perhaps it explains why some-
thing as abundant and in-your-
face as homelessness has been 
relegated to the background of 
our minds.  Is it possible that 
homelessness isn’t hitting 
home because it’s already 
knocking on our front doors?  

Wingard Home 
Ministry  



as well he walks us through 
what the various religions say 
about each individual of faith 
and their role in being a part 
of the solution.  The book can 
be ordered through Autho-
rhouse Publishing at http://
bookstore.authorhouse.com/
Products/SKU-001092211/
The--Millipede-Effect.aspx or 
Amazon at https://
www.amazon.com/ 

 

Several years in the making, 
“The Millipede Effect” has 
been released by Authorhouse 
Publishing this past January.  
The book lays out BBV2M 
LLC founder and President 
Rodney Brooks quest to un-
derstand the homeless, strand-
ed and down & out.  From 
movies to our own percep-
tions, it all shapes how we 
approach this situation.  
Brooks looks at Government, 
Civic Organizations and reli-
gion (the Church) as all play a 
major part in finding ways to 
help the plight of the home-
less.  These different groups 

display on a daily basis their 
commitment to service, finan-
cial giving and voluntary 
work.  Like the millipede 
with its many body parts/
compartments (government, 
civic, religion) and its many 
legs (the people driving these 
various groups); there are 
many misconceptions about 
those that are homeless.  The 
book looks at those various 
challenges as well hear from 
several of those that are 
homeless, stranded and down 
& out.  Brooks introduces us 
to his spirit filled purpose and 
calling in helping the home-
less, stranded and down & out 

More than half of them are 
under 6, the age most children 
begin kindergarten.  To put 
things into perspective, families 
accounted for just 1% of the 
homeless population back in 
1988. Today, they make up at 
least 36% of the homeless com-
munity  

Alas, other data does exist. And 
it clearly paints a very different 
portrait of child homelessness. 

The National Center for Home-
less Education, a federal infor-
mation center for the US De-
partment of Education, pub-
lished a Federal Data Sum-
mary for school years 2015-16 
and 2017-18. This research 
confirmed approximately 
1,508,265 homeless school-
aged students, reflecting a 15% 
increase from the previous 

2015-2016 school year. This is 
even more alarming, consider-
ing 2013 marked the historical 
high. It looks like things have 
only trended upward since then. 

It’s important to remember that 
these statistics only account for 
school-aged children who have 
not dropped out and are cur-
rently enrolled in a public K-12 
curriculum. Unfortunately, 
homeless children are 87% 
more likely to drop out of 
school than their housed peers. 

work is also homeless. His 
situation is that the cost of a 
place and no credit or insuffi-
cient credit history makes him 
ineligible. That’s a tough break. 
I don’t have the solution, but I 
am pretty sure if we all did 
something that things may 
change. I thank the many who 
are on the frontlines making a 
difference. I pray that you no 
give up on making a difference. 
It is not in vain. Matthew 25:37
-40  

What does it mean to be home-
less? How does it feel to be 
homeless, not knowing where 
hour next meal will come 
from? A couple of years ago I 
got out on the streets one cold 
December morning in 2019 to 
hold up a sign and see if people 
would give me anything. Some 
did, (which I did not take) and 
some didn’t. It was a humiliat-
ing feeling as people drove by. 
Some recognized me and were 
confused while many read my 
sign. Those that did stop to 

give me something I politely 
gave them a list of shelters 
where they could donate their 
money to make a difference. 
The other day on my job, I 
found out a young lady (21) 
was sleeping in her car in the 
parking lot. She has a job but 
unfortunately, she was kicked 
out of her grandmother’s house 
and has nowhere to go. She is 
one of many who are working 
but yet and still they find them-
selves homeless. Another 
young man I encountered at 

Homelessness by Rodney D. Brooks founder of BBV2MLLC 
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We Are….. 

At BBV2M LLC our vision is to help all people excel in all as-

pects of life. The challenges facing the homeless, stranded and 

down & out is such a daunting task.  There are great organiza-

tions in both the public and private sector with many wonderful 

people who are on the frontline in ensuring that these individu-

al are taken care of and have a voice.  Our goal is to due our 

part by assistance , education and support.  Although our or-

ganization was founded in 2015 our heritage stretches back 

over seven decades of assisting and helping others.  The patri-

archs of the family instilled the values and beliefs of helping 

others through the biblical teaching of God’s word.  Our goal is 

to be the bridge that helps those in need that are homeless, 

stranded and down & out get to the proper resources to assist 

them in their endeavors.   This has been spiritually rewarding 

for us as we truly look to fulfill our purpose of helping others. 

James  says it best “If a broth-
er or sister is poorly clothed 
or lacks daily food, and one 
of you say to them , “Go in  
peace, keep warm and eat 
well,” but does not give them 
what the body needs, what  
good is it?  (James 2:15-16)  
Those of us who have been 
given the ability to practice 
our faith through our works 
should do so.  The opportuni-
ty to help our brothers and 
sisters in need are tremen-
dous.  If you are already do-
ing so then I salute you and 
ask as well as pray that you 
continue to do so.  If you  are 
not or have wondered how 
then let me give you a couple 
of suggestions.  Your prefer-
ence in helping is based how 
you feel in your heart assist. 

 

 

There are many national and 
local charitable agencies that 
work with the homeless.  
Each of these organizations 
have a platform and plan on 
who and how they help those 
that are homeless.  Most or-
ganization do take financial 
donations but they also look 
for volunteers and advocates.  
Your local Church or other 
places of worship also has 
various types of ministries 
that are deigned to help the 
poor and down trodden.   
Your local or national 
Wounded Warrior chapter 
that is designed to help our 
veterans who are homeless.  
Whatever your preference in 
helping; it all starts with you.  
Let’s each do our part in 2022 
and be exceptional stewards 
of Love! 

How You Can Help 

A Heritage of Excellence 
in Helping Others!!! 

BBV2M LLC 

Meridian, MS 39305 
 

601-701-8873 

bbv2mllc@gmail.com 
bbv2m-

brothersbrooksvision2missionllc.com 
Facebook - BBV2MLLC 

Twitter - @bbv2mllc 

Brothers Brooks 

Vision 2 Mission LLC 

Rodney D. Brooks 

Author and President & 
Founder of Brothers Brooks 

Vision 2 Mission LLC. 

(BBV2M LLC) 


