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“A good name is better than precious ointment, and the day of death than 
the day of birth.”  These are not words we naturally gravitate toward, but 
they are words the Lord gives us for times like these.  Ecclesiastes reminds us 
that there is a kind of wisdom that comes not in ease, but in reflection—in 
moments when we are brought face to face with what truly matters. 
 
Over these past weeks, I have been deeply grateful for you, the people of 
Trinity.  Your prayers, your encouragement, your cards, and your generous 
gifts have been a great comfort and a true blessing.  In a time that causes the 
heart to reflect, the Lord has made His care known through you. 
 
“It is better to go to the house of mourning than to go to the house of 
feasting,” not because sorrow is good in itself, but because there we are 
reminded of the nearness of the Lord, the frailty of life, and the certainty of 
His promises.  And in that place, your presence—through your words, your 
prayers, and your acts of kindness—has been a steady witness to Christ’s 
mercy. 
 
Your prayers have lifted and sustained.  Your words have strengthened.  Your 
generosity has been received with sincere gratitude.  These are not small 
things.  They are the very means through which the Lord cares for His 
people, reminding us that we do not walk this life alone. 
 
Ecclesiastes tells us that “the heart of the wise is in the house of mourning,” 
and I have seen that wisdom among you.  Not a wisdom of worldly strength, 
but of faith—faith that speaks, faith that comforts, faith that acts in love. 
 
Thank you for being such a congregation. 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  
In Christ, 
Pastor 
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