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LORI OSBORNE: CHAMPION OF WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE
— by Betty Hayford
Lori Osborne is a central figure in several
connected

projects

committed

to

understanding the history of the women’s
suffrage movement in Evanston and linking
this history to current political issues. She
is Director of the Evanston Women’s
History Project, Historian at the Evanston
History Center and leader of the Center
for Women’s History and Leadership at
the Francis Willard House. She brought
all these perspectives to an LWVE lunch
program in March, highlighting activism that led to passage of votes

establishing national prohibition (1919) and the 19th Amendment

for women and linking the historical perspective to contemporary

granting women the right to vote (1920). Unfortunately the 19th

concerns for equity in voting and society more broadly.

Amendment did not enable universal suffrage and voting rights for
African American women and men continued to be restricted. Plans

Lori outlined the role that Evanston women played in the effort to win

to commemorate the 100th anniversary of women’s suffrage are being

women the right to vote. Francis Willard, President of the Woman’s

combined with acknowledgement that efforts to restrict voting rights

Christian Temperance Union, WTCU, and advocate for social reform,

continue and the right to vote needs to be defended and expanded in

was a national leader in the effort and the foundation maintaining

many parts of the country. There will be events throughout Illinois to

her home on Chicago Avenue has, through expanded research and

acclaim the fact that Illinois was the first state to ratify the amendment

publication, reorganized to make the history more widely known.

on June 10, 1919.

This spring the Center for History and Leadership
opened an online exhibit with a public presentation

A planning committee is being formed this

of research. The exhibit, Truth Telling, explores the

month to discuss how Evanston will participate

public dispute between Willard and Ida B. Wells

in state-wide events and prepare programs to

over Willard’s refusal to join in a condemnation of

build on its history of engagement. LWVE will

lynching. Racism was widespread in the 1880s and

connect its commitment to voter engagement

1890s and the WTCU was not exempt from it.

and education to this community effort. LWVE
members who want to play a part should watch

Lori described the WCTU support for two major

for announcements in the Intercom or contact

constitutional amendments: the 18th Amendment

Lori at: losborne@evanstonhistorycenter.org

Thursday, May 23
Join Us

May 23

LWVEvanston ANNUAL MEETING AND DINNER
The Evening’s Discussion:
LWV’s Push for Electoral College Reform
See events calendar on page 4 for details!

CO-PRESIDENTS’ LETTER

League of Women Voters®
of Evanston

Dear Colleagues,

2100 Ridge Avenue, Evanston, IL 60201
847-859-7883 LWVEvanston@gmail.com

In this issue of the Intercom you will find the
annual meeting packet. We hope you are

www.lwve.org

able to spend some time reading through
our proposed program, budget and board. At
an opportunity to vote on the packet. The

2018-2019 ELECTED OFFICERS
Co-Presidents
Casey Christensen & Julianne Dieterich

nominating committee of Helen Gagel, Mary

VP Voter Service Jennifer Lee O’Neil

Kelly and Casey Christensen worked very hard

Treasurer Betty Brugger

to fill all of the positions on the board. As you

Secretary Cheryl Wollin

the annual meeting on May 23 you will have

will see they were unable to fill the position of

2018-2019 ELECTED DIRECTORS

president. This has not happened often but

Observer Corps Facilitator Jessie Feldman

has happened before and, although it is not

Intercom Liaison Betty Hayford

ideal, LWVE will be administered by executive

Development Chair Karen Hunt

committee.

Membership Chair Kate Julian
Monthly Events Chair Joan Lakebrink

This will be a year of transition for our board

Communications Chair Cate Whitcomb

as many long-serving members are going off

Members-at-Large
Ruth Belzer Gloria Callaci
Candice Dalrymple

of the board. The good news is that there are
five new proposed board members — four of
whom have never served on the LWVE board.

2018-2019 NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Chair Helen Gagel

We hope to see you on May 23!
In League,

Casey &Julianne

casey208@comcast.net
julianne.dieterich@gmail.com

Member Mary Keefe Kelly
OFF-BOARD APPOINTMENTS
Intercom Editor Mark Tendam
Office Coordinator Mary Morris

LWVE EDUCATION FUND DINNER
with JILL WINE-BANKS
SAVE THE DATE—SEPTEMBER 14!

Webmaster Mary Lewis

THE INTERCOM
is the newsletter of the
League of Women Voters® of Evanston
Newsletter Design JulieWinsberg.com

Jill Wine-Banks, MSNBC political and legal
analyst, will be our guest speaker at the LWVE
Education Fund Dinner on September 14, 2019.

MISSION STATEMENT

Ms. Wine-Banks started her career in Washington

The League of Women Voters, a

in the Department of Justice including work

nonpartisan political organization,

as one of the Assistant Watergate Special

encourages informed and active

Prosecutors, followed by additional government

participation in government,

service in Springfield, Chicago and Washington,

works to increase understanding of major public

private and corporate law practice and serving

policy issues, and influences public policy through

as chief operating officer of the American

education and advocacy.

Bar Association. Be sure to save Saturday
night, September 14 for an enlightening and
entertaining evening at the Evanston Golf Club.
Invitations will go out in August.
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LWVIL PROVIDES INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE
— by Betty Hayford

focused on the 2020 Census and
its importance for securing federal
funds for Illinois. The speaker
praised the professionalism of the
Census Bureau and explained the
potential problems with a proposal
to include a citizenship question
for the first time in decades. Other
speakers summarized advocacy
efforts to expand affordable
housing and best practices in
community policing.

LWVE members are encouraged
to attend the LWVIL Convention
in Springfield, Friday, Saturday
and Sunday, June 7 – 9. Friday,
June 7 will offer workshops on
various topics on strengthening
local league membership and
organization as well as timely issues
including the 2020 census, criminal
justice and plans for the 100-year
commemoration of suffrage.

Evanston League members
worked with the LWVIL on the
annual effort to interview our
legislative representatives. We set
up interviews with our longtime representative Robyn Gabel and
new State Senator, Laura Fine. Both Gabel and Fine emphasized the
improved budget process and the impact it will have on social service
providers damaged by previous budget cuts and the ability of Illinois
to attract new residents and business. They both are engaged in
strengthening environmental issues, supporting clean energy and
protecting Lake Michigan. Reports on the interviews are sent to the
Issues Committee of LWVIL which uses the information for lobbying
in Springfield and keeping local leagues up to date.

From left: Margaret Sents (LWVGlenview), Betty Hayford, Senator Laura
Jennifer Gong-Gershowitz (D 17th

The June convention is the
Fine (D 9th District), Representative
culmination of the year-long
District), Candice Dalrymple
activities from LWVIL keeping
League members informed and engaged in important issues. The
first important event was the annual Issues Briefing in March. The
day-long meeting started with an overview of the scene in Springfield
from State Rep. Justin Slaughter (D 27th District), reflecting the impact
of the new Pritzker Administration and Democratic super-majority in
the legislature. The focus is stabilizing the Illinois budget process and
healing the damage from the budget stalemates under Governor
Rauner, while working on criminal justice issues including measures to
reduce jail population and improve gun safety. Since then, Governor
Pritzker has introduced a proposal to amend the state constitution
allowing a graduated-rate income tax as 34 other states currently have.
Other sessions provided information on a variety of issues highlighting
the environment and efforts to maintain clean water. One workshop

LWVE members interested in attending the convention should
contact co-presidents Casey Christensen and Julianne Dieterich to
learn about serving as a delegate. Registration for the convention can
be done through the LWVIL web site at www.lwvil.org

VOTER SERVICES GOING FORWARD
— by Jennifer O’Neil

U.S. CITIZENS WHO REPORTED VOTING IN NATIONAL
ELECTIONS BY HOUSING TENURE (2008 TO 2016)
Renters

Homeowners

Looking forward to the 2020 election, we must:
• expand the pool of eligible voters;
• make sure voters have the information they need about
candidates; and,
• GET OUT THE VOTE! (Putting in so much work to register and
educate voters will only matter if they make it to the polls.)
Barely 4,000 of Evanston’s 52,444 registered
voters went to the polls for the consolidated
election on April 2. We need to take a closer look
at who votes. Renters vote at lower rates than
homeowners and census data confirm that low
income voters are registered and vote at lower
rates than higher income voters.
Source: National Low Income Housing Coalition (NLIHC)

Source: November 2006-2016 Current Population Survey data

U.S. CITIZENS WHO REPORTED VOTING IN NOVEMBER
ELECTIONS BY FAMILY INCOME (2008 TO 2016)
Under $20K

Over $100K

Source: November 2006-2016 Current Population Survey data
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THE EFFECT OF GUN VIOLENCE
ON CHILDREN

UPCOMING EVENTS
MONDAY, MAY 13 ~ 9:30 AM – 1:00 PM
LWV COOK COUNTY ANNUAL MEETING
There will be a business meeting in the
morning followed by luncheon featuring
newly elected Cook County Assessor
Fritz Kaegi, who will speak at noon.
University Center
525 South State Street, Chicago
Details and registration: lwvcookcounty.org

Partnering with People for a Safer Society, LWVE hosted a discussion about gun

THURSDAY, MAY 23 ~ 5:30 – 8:00 PM
LWVE ANNUAL MEETING
Dinner and business meeting, followed by
Rosemary Heileman (LWV Deerfield) and
Karen Glennemeir (LWV Glenview) discussing
the latest developments and what’s ahead in
LWV’s push for electoral college reform.
Three Crowns Park
2323 McDaniel Avenue, Evanston
$30 for dinner; RSVP to LWVE office by May 20.

violence as a public health issue and the new Illinois law, Firearms Restraining Order
(FRO), with speakers Rebecca Levin, center, and Stuart Reid, right. Far left: LWVE
Co-President, Julianne Dieterich.

DISTRICT 202 SCHOOL BOARD
CANDIDATES FORUM

FRIDAY – SUNDAY, JUNE 7 – 9
LWVIL CONVENTION IN SPRINGFIELD
See article on page 3.
More details and registration: www.lwvil.org
TUESDAY, JUNE 25 ~ 6:00 – 7:30 PM
LWVE DRINKS & DIALOGUE
Celtic Knot
626 Church Street, Evanston
RSVP to LWVE office by June 22.
Unless otherwise indicated, please RSVP
for events to LWVEvanston@gmail.com or
847.859.7883. Updates at
www.lwve.org click on Calendar.

HELP LWVE
CONSERVE
RESOURCES
If you would prefer to
receive the INTERCOM
only on the internet, as a link to our LWVE website,
And in another successful partnership with the Evanston/Skokie PTA Council,

please email LWVEPresident@gmail.com or

ETHS Parents Engaged, Evanston Community Foundation, LWVE sponsored a

call the League office at 847-859-7883 and leave a

candidates forum prior to the April 2 consolidated election. From left: Stephanie

message telling us to stop sending you a printed

Teterycz, Elizabeth Rolewicz, Lali Watt (Moderator, VP Governance LWVIL), Slaney

copy. It will help us be more eco-friendly and reduce

Palmer and Monique Parsons.

printing and mailing costs!
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