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INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION 
P: Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners 
confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and unclean and 
that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed.  
Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking 
and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
C: O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten 
Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake 
grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit 
increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and 
true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace 
we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.  Amen. 
P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us 
and has given His only Son to die for us and for His sake 
forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe on His name He 
gives power to become the children of God and has promised 
them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be 
saved.  Grant this, Lord, unto us all.    
C: Amen. 
 
APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth. 
 



And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose 
again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He 
will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
READING    Luke 16:1-15 
Jesus also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had 
a manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was 
wasting his possessions.  And he called him and said to him, 
‘What is this that I hear about you?  Turn in the account of your 
management, for you can no longer be manager.’  And the 
manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master is 
taking the management away from me?  I am not strong enough 
to dig, and I am ashamed to beg.  I have decided what to do, so 
that when I am removed from management, people may receive 
me into their houses.’  So, summoning his master’s debtors one 
by one, he said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’  
He said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’  He said to him, ‘Take your 
bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.’  Then he said to 
another, ‘And how much do you owe?’  He said, ‘A hundred 
measures of wheat.’  He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write 
eighty.’  The master commended the dishonest manager for his 
shrewdness.  For the sons of this world are more shrewd in 
dealing with their own generation than the sons of light.  And I 



tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous 
wealth, so that when it fails they may receive you into the 
eternal dwellings.  One who is faithful in a very little is also 
faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also 
dishonest in much.  If then you have not been faithful in the 
unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches?  And 
if you have not been faithful in that which is another’s, who will 
give you that which is your own?  No servant can serve two 
masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he 
will be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot 
serve God and money.”  The Pharisees, who were lovers of 
money, heard all these things, and they ridiculed Him.  And He 
said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men, 
but God knows your hearts.  For what is exalted among men is 
an abomination in the sight of God.  
 

HYMN     What Is the World to Me 
1 What is the world to me 
    With all its vaunted pleasure 
When You, and You alone, 
    Lord Jesus, are my treasure! 
You only, dearest Lord, 
    My soul’s delight shall be; 
You are my peace, my rest. 
    What is the world to me! 
 

2 The world seeks to be praised 
    And honored by the mighty 
Yet never once reflects 
    That they are frail and flighty. 
But what I truly prize 



    Above all things is He, 
My Jesus, He alone. 
    What is the world to me! 
 

3 The world seeks after wealth 
    And all that mammon offers 
Yet never is content 
    Though gold should fill its coffers. 
I have a higher good, 
    Content with it I’ll be: 
My Jesus is my wealth. 
    What is the world to me! 
 

4 What is the world to me! 
    My Jesus is my treasure, 
My life, my health, my wealth, 
    My friend, my love, my pleasure, 
My joy, my crown, my all, 
    My bliss eternally. 
Once more, then, I declare: 
    What is the world to me! 
 
SERMON 
 
PRAYERS 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  



For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the 
Father, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you now 
and always. 

C: Amen. 
 

HYMN     Before You, Lord, We Bow 
1 Before You, Lord, we bow, 
    Our God who reigns above 
And rules the world below, 
    Boundless in pow’r and love. 
Our thanks we bring 
    In joy and praise, 
    Our hearts we raise 
To You, our King! 
 

2 The nation You have blest 
    May well Your love declare, 
From foes and fears at rest, 
    Protected by Your care. 
For this bright day, 
    For this fair land— 
    Gifts of Your hand— 
Our thanks we pay. 
 

4 Earth, hear your Maker’s voice; 
    Your great Redeemer own; 
Believe, obey, rejoice, 



    And worship Him alone. 
Cast down your pride, 
    Your sin deplore, 
    And bow before 
The Crucified. 
 

5 And when in pow’r He comes, 
    Oh, may our native land 
From all its rending tombs 
    Send forth a glorious band, 
A countless throng, 
    With joy to sing 
    To heav’n’s high King 
Salvation’s song! 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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