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anuary 2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
INew Y& a/r2 3
Day
Church OF fice
Closed
4 5 6E pi pha n7y 8 9 10
10:00 Worship 10:00 Lakeview| 4:00 Confirmation| 11:30 MRCI (FS/
Communion Communion 5:30 Mission Bd | HH)
Sunday school 6:00 Worship Bd | 1:00 TOPS (Ch)
7:00 Choir
5:30 Hospitality
Bd
11 f=5) 13 14 15 16 17
10:00 Worship 4:00 Confirmation| 11:30 MRCI (FS/
Sunday school 5:30 Diaconate Bd HH)
5:45 CE Bd 1:00 TOPS (Ch)
5:30 Hospital 6:00 Facilities | 7:00 Choir
Foundation Bd
18 1 Yartin20 27 2 2 a3 2 4
10:00Worship | Lut her Kiloa® Goldfinch| 4:00 Confirmation| 11:30 MRCI (FS/| 9:00 February
Sunday school | J r Day | Communion 5:45 Church HH) newsletter
Council meeting | 1:00 TOPS (Ch) | items due
9:00 Councll 7:00 Choir
agenda items due
25nnua|26 2 7 28 29 30 31
Meeti ng 4:00 Confirmation| 9:30 Bible study
10:00 Worship 5:30 Free 11:00 Newsletter
Sunday school Community assembly
Blessing Box Meal 11:30 MRCI (FS/
collection 7:00 Choir HH)
11:00 Annual 1:00 TOPS (Ch)
Meeting and
Potluck (HH)
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FI RST CONGREGATI ONAL UCC
FAI RMONT, MN
CHURCH COUNCI L MI NUBE®G2 FFOR 11

Member s Rags €aimpe, Amanda Forstrom, Christina Ha
Nei tMeerlb.er s BédsehtBarrick, Cynthia Cel ander, Cath
Exof fici o MemPasstoFEx€EPBfigdci: 0 Membamras Blbisesimer, AsSS
Gue€bry Hainy.

The Counci l met 1in Heritage Hall at 5:45 PM. Mo d
Cory |l ed in prayer

Guest Cory Hai ny &g acvoem@mistr & eh@mmenm datninens on t he n
A motion was M/ S/ C to make Dara Bliesmer the pai
Jon "Nei t zs&| J A SRt i Oon Wa.s. M/ SEE 5f o SEte chur ch t
Forstrom/ Jon Neitzel) A motion to aplpz@®@Z%®, twaes cM
(Amanda Forstrom/ Larry Lasch)

TreassurRepobrthe end of October, .A8MobDIobutigetebal
e report was M/ S/ C. (Larry Lasch/ Amanda Forstro
PaskoRe pParstt or Cory summari zed hi siPmawy i agdHiathiet P¢
| oween activities were well attended, and our po
hel ping to pl an -aal oOhhgr iosnt nbeesc .c a7r oalt stihneg Red Rock
BOARD REPORTS:

Christian NBdueaptriesre:nt akbi Chri $hmashpl dyewi | | k
firmation students are advent candle |ighters fo

Hos pi tJaolni tNye: t z el reported everything is going

Faci ILiatrireys :Lasch said they had a working meet.
Pastor Cory hung in the Fireside Room.

Di acoNateepresentative. They have been wor kin

Mi ssAmanda Forstrom noted that the Kids Again
church team wil lilpac®k from 11: 00 AM

Wor siCiipm:dy Huset said that poinsettias wil/|l b €
ficial Christmas trees and 2 artificial wreaths
with the cost.

COMMI TTEE REPORTS:

Per so@mrey :Hai ny reported at the beginning of
OLD BUSINE&®s for the GI ows oup Supper fumHdmuasi-s
i ng the church for occasional Federation and uni
ti me.

NEW BUSI DNESES: Budg@ﬂoSMé@tuﬂhgza, 6: 00 meeting.
El ecti o-DeSubday
Chri st e plday
Annual Boar-deRefp®8rts due
Annual Meetidmgm &5Potl uck

Respectfully submitted, Christina Hainy, Church

fairmontucc.org



/ - 202

Advent (the four Sundays leading to the celebration of Christmas) is a time of new beginnings. But
as the weather gets colder and the days get shorter, you may find yourself saying, "It's December--
the end of the year — not a new beginning!?! We've put away the patio furniture, brought in some
extra loads of firewood, and are ready to settle down under a blanket with a good book and hibernate
until at least April.” And you wouldn't be wrong... year-end reports are due fo many boards,
organizations, and businesses. It doesn't feel like a new beginning; it feels like we're near the end!?!

But the First Sunday of Advent has just arrived (this year on November 30" even before the calendar
changed), signifying a "new beginning” in the life of the church — the beginning of a new liturgical
season and a new church year. You may have plenty to do before January 1% arrives and begins a
new calendar year, but in the Christian church we're already on our way!

This year (Year A in the three-year lectionary calendar cycle that helps guide us through the church
seasons) | plan to return to the gospel lessons as the source for my sermons, after spending the last
three years preaching from the Old Testament lessons — and before that, three years examining the
epistles. Many of the prescribed gospel readings from the Revised Common Lectionary should be
familiar to you, but each time we approach them it is a chance (and occasionally a challenge) to "hear
them again for the first time" — meaning that the Bible is truly a living document that intersects our
lives differently each time we open it. Major world events, community struggles, or the everyday
occurrences of our own lives can all change not only our outlock on life, but the ways in which we
hear God's “still small voice” or even the “sound of sheer silence," to borrow two different translations
of 1 Kings 19:12.

During December, most of January, and all of February we’ll be looking at passages from the Gospel
of Matthew. As the first book in the New Testament, Matthew (thought to be the former tax collector
turned disciple) tells the story of Jesus in a way that both connects to the Old Testament and reaches
beyond it into the New. Of particular importance as we move from Advent toward Christmas, and on
into the new year, Matthew emphasizes Jesus as the promised Messiah of the Jewish people, and
portrays him as the greatest prophet, teaching the new law and calling people to be faithful to God.

As winter's chill settles in and snow potentially enters our collective awareness, | encourage you fo take
time away from the busyness of your December to read ahead (or re-read with time for contemplation)
from both the Old Testament prophecies and the Gospel accounts of this Advent season:

First Sunday (Nov. 30) Isaiah 2:1-5 Matthew 24:36-44
Second Sunday (Dec. ¥)  Isaiah 11:1-10 Matthew 3:1-12
Third Sunday (Dec. 14) Isaiah 35:1-10 Matthew 11:2—-11
Fourth Sunday (Dec. 21)  Isaiah 7:10-16 Matthew 1:18-25

New beginnings will again be on all our minds as January all-too-quickly approaches, but those don't
all need to take the form of the ubiquitous Mew Year's "get-in-shape” resolutions that seem required
conversation everywhere you turn. New beginnings can come in many shapes and sizes, so |
encourage you to not only think of them in terms of physical self-improvement, but also mental and
emotional new beginnings. Are there thought processes that you'd like to change, or relationships
that you'd like to initiate or improve? Are there books or classes that you've put off starting? Maybe
a new year (whether liturgical or calendar) can be your inspiration to make them a reality!

2026 is just around the corner, and | look forward to its many opportunities for us to continue serving
our great God together in the community and world. Alleluia, and Happy New {Church) Year!

Yours in Christ,
Ren. Covy Germaivg

fairmontucc.org



rightnow MEDIA

Worship services from First Congregational UCC are available & searchable by date
alongside the other great content on the fee rightnow MEDIA website & app!

Expectation is a huge part of our exlstence throughout December, as
the church season of Advent hel repare for Christmas and all
that it means to our faith. W er [:h d or adult, we may feel frus- I I"I ”\l'llll’l “'l]
trated that Chnistmas seems to take so long to amve. But Christmas 1o

I1s about more than presents and cookies and family gathenngs (nice g

as all those are). We need a season of preparation fo help us under- &
stand the significance of the Messiah! Take some time this month to e i
learn about the unexpected gift through a four-session series led by '.E__.

Dr. 1. Lawrence Turner, The Unexpected. Here a brief synapsis:

God Gives His best gifts to us in unexpected ways. The Christmas
season is a reminder of the gift that God gives to us through his son
Jesus. Tﬁi}% phet Micah gives Israel hope while they are under the
threat of v nd oppression, sharing God’s promise that from the
insignificant and inconsequential town of Bethlehem will come the
world’s greatest blessing, who is Christ the Lord. When the Messiah,
the Jesus, comes, his greatness will span the entire world.

The unexpected is what God does best!

Our kids can be just as stressed out as we are as their school year
nears a pause for the holidays and they have to add in extra rehearsals
for school music concerts, a church Chnstmas program, excitement for
travel or fami thenngs, and filling out that all-important gift wish-
s i list. Why not help them [re]discover the real "reason for the season™ —
-%« ghE S Jesus — with the help of some familiar fnends known as The Creators?
o The Creators Christmas Special is a single 22-minute episode, but
they're bound to enjoy it and maybe look up other adventures from this
crew on rightmow MEDIA during the Chnstmas break. Don't worry,

CoERf

HAEST R fil i ES there is lots of wholesome content available and free of charge!

fr- TOET 2
AR AL The Creators tells the story of a group of friends who join forces to cre-
ate films that are "meaningful, virtuous, and good.”™ In this episode, the
% creators embark on a ggumer to find the true meaning of Christmas

a which is found in the life of Jesus Christ. Enjoy this light-hearted chil-
dren’s series that will make your kids laugh and leave them with im-

portant truths to consider.

*Do you still need your own EREE rightmow MEDIA account,
OR would you like to share this great resource with a friend? Dl 400
There are 3 convenient ways: Go to hitps://app. nghtnowmedia. org/join/ FCONG
Text FCONG to 49775, or scan this QR code with your smartphone camera or code reader—= [

Once logged in to your FREF account, you can click directly on “First Congregational UCC" near the
top of the page to access the "Fairmont Worship Services™ channel, or "Pastor Cory's Picks"—which
is where you'll find videos I've recommended here, as well as others that interest me. Stay tuned..
the list grows as I discover new picks! If you've found a show or video on rightnow MEDIA that you
think others would enjoy, email me and I'll promote it in next month’s column.

~ Pastor Cory

fairmontucc.org
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If you would like to provide treats and coffee after a
church service, please sign up in the binder on the
back table of the sanctuary.  Please ask a hospitality
board member (Terri Luetgers, Rebecca Lunz, Sherry
Larson, Donna Grotte, Jon Neitzel or Tara Thedens) if
you have any questions.
Report as of Report as |Oof
eeks, $VYde6861li p8 WwW&€r 83 ¢ c oV €
, 182. 37"'H(0%8 . 5a0h%)c ht oi vsa r$d2 Ot Oh|ed 0i(
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ELECTION SUNDAY is Sunday, December 14th
before worship in the sanetuary: We will be voting on officers and board
members for 2026. Come at.8:30 AM for breakfastin Heritage Hall.
The chi Il dr eno6s  QVviceinthe Margsr pviitien/by Remi Shoen

will be performed that day as well!

| i Ffi 8 UN@tUéa | ! x+fi! 8§ — NN
»TT el e Lj LJdrE adulLjaT ql 3AqEd UTH G BIU OSRRLjof
dYPpPFECSIIUUGGErUT aqi 3Zgqgge EGWGOG CT 2 LjCUr ¢
| RT qf rev@Zs2i Idqugi aiueTi &l q FZgq madlj
rdecgi g 42 OTT ULUCT qeG FUgaqu EZ3Irie arTT
[ el 1 GUDAMS yvIIZRUN_ & »9ZSDES IrRISISORFA G IYlu 1/
ukZl O 1T yOpcecRdF
December Partners in Ministry: January Partners in Ministry:
Diaconate: Sue Kruse Diaconate: Sue Kruse
Usher: Germain Usher: Adams
Readers: Readers:
7th: OPEN 4th: Catherine Johnson
14th: OPEN 11th: Blakely Weber
21st: OPEN 18th Amanda Forstrom
24th: OPEN 25th: Margo Weaver

28th: Ellen Germain

fairmontucc.org



CE NEWS:

’Tf{ Dec 14: Christvinace Rlnayt:he wMangerm, by Reni =
gl — Dec 21: Christmas party during Sund:
Dec 28: NO Sunday school

MI SSI ON MI NUTE:

December Blessing Box: The Christmas Fund From the UCC websilte:
than 100 years, the Pension Boards-United Church of Christ (PBUCC) has been able to provide
financial assistance to UCC pastors, church workers and their families thanks to congregations
and individuals contributing to the fundé Th
mentation, health aid, emergency and monthly supplementation as well as various Christmas

gi fts. o

19%
(7))
(¢

January Blessing Box: Kids Against Hunger The organizationds Mmiss
0Ki ds Agai nst -prafihhgreanitariars organizationnwith a mission to provide fully
nutritious food to i mpoverished children and| fam
ner. The goal of the organization is for the meals to provide a stable nutritional base from which
recipient families can move their families from starvation or food insecuritytoself -suf f i cil enc¢
Eachone-cup serving provides one dayds complete |[nut
Martin County will take place on Saturday, February 7, 2026 at the Fairmont Armory. Our

church is once again signed up to participate in this fun and fulfilling event. We will have op-
portunities to sign up for the team in earlyl| Jdan
to participate in person.

Truman 3rd graders are collecting pop tabs for the Ronald
McDonald House. Pop tabs are great, but we can also use tabs off
Ronald of soup cans, fruit lids, and adult beverages. We will be collect-
McDonald ing until the end of March. The students have a pail in the back of
the church to drop off any contributions. Last year our church

House contributed to the 158 pounds we delivered to Rochester!
ellS 0yDY qy ORI oy|l 381 O AVS §
oyuliusGg yuORSOU Y)“/O’bZO’S/UQ Y
0] 1O UUG oUuZoed mgOnl tpltg L
ppl UCSRUN Zecel {yIT[UCKRO ULTPS
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December Tr eaft s: January Treat|s:

4t hOPENas of printipg n
14t hOPENas of printi {11t hOPENas of printijng n
21ston Neitzel (Hos Qe |1 8stTer ri Luetgers (Hosp
28tkEll en Ger main r 25t hAnnual Meeting/ Plot | u

7t hOPENas of printi
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