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First Word Debates to Be Held on November 7th and 11th
The First Word Debate Series returns in November with two events in one
week! Both events will focus on a common theme: what is our grounding
for what we think is good and desirable and worth working towards as
individuals and as a society? The first debate will feature two local
philosophers, one of them being our very own Evan Friske, currently a
professor at Houston Community College. Travis Ross, a philosophy
professor at Lone Star Community College will be Evan’s interlocutor. The
question on the dais will be, “What is the Origin of Morality?” In
essence, morality can be something that exists objectively, given the nature
of the world as part of God’s creation, or it can be something man
contrives, perhaps as a result of power or agreed-upon values. These are the
opposite fields of this particular debate. That debate will be held
Wednesday, November 7 at 7:00 pm. Admission is free.
The second debate will feature two nationally-recognized speakers and
writers. Dr. Joel McDurmon, President of American Vision will debate Dr.
Richard Carrier on the question, “Which Worldview Produces the
Best World?” This debate will be held Saturday, November 11 at 7:30
pm and we are charging $10 for this event. Unless you help as a volunteer!
This debate will “cash out” the philosophical bases for why we argue for a
Christian/biblical worldview.
The goal of the Debate Series is three-fold. These debates model how
believers and non-believers can engage in civil dialogue. Does anyone doubt
the need for such dialogue in our polarized world? These debates honor
Christ as Lord and offer a defense (apologia) for the hope that is within us (1
Peter 3:15). Finally, these debates offer an opportunity for Houston to get
to know our congregation. Events that capture the attention and even
imagination of our neighbors can only help us grow as a congregation.

What is Our Hope…Exactly? Part 2
McClanahan’s Minute
Last month, I began a two-part essay on Christian hope. In
the end, our hope is in Jesus Christ, his death and
resurrection for us. But what about hope in the here and now? As I said to
end the first part of the essay, that question can quickly get quite difficult.
Several biblical passages indicate that Christians should expect suffering and
we are told of wars and rumors of wars, plagues and earthquakes. Many
Christian’s eschatology (view of the “end times”) is one of pessimism, or the
belief that things will slide into a moral and social abyss before Jesus comes
again.
Other Christians are more positive. Those in the “Postmillennial” camp
anticipate an embrace of Christian values before the final judgement. Allow
Wikipedia to summarize: “In [eschatology], postmillennialism is an
interpretation of chapter 20 of the Book of Revelation which sees Christ's
second coming as occurring after the ‘Millennium’, a Golden Age in which
Christian ethics prosper.” This view has animated and currently animates
many social movements, including the abolition of slavery, the Social Gospel
and the current fight against abortion.
Lutherans are rarely Postmillennial, so I am going to set aside that view
for now. I’m not necessarily opposed to that view or hostile towards it; I
just don’t think the scriptural witness is sufficiently strong to absolutely
endorse it. So, beyond the hereafter, where do we find our hope?
Another effort to locate hope, but without the sophistication or
scriptural respect of Postmillennialism, is theological liberalism. This
accommodation to the world’s values hopes to win the world over by
rejecting dogmatic adherence to the Bible. The focus of the Church becomes
overtly worldly, and social causes become synonymous with the Gospel
itself. Once one goes this route, the Gospel can justify everything from
advocating equal pay in the work place to outright Marxism. Our hope
becomes utopia now, utopia forever.
An honest theologian, from my view, simply cannot read the New
Testament and come to the conclusion that the hope the Church offers is
earthly utopia. That is not the hope. But it is surely not only what comes
after life, for Jesus bothers to include many ethical teachings for a reason. So
we are stuck with the question: what is our hope exactly?
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After asking myself many times whether I am cynical, pessimistic,
realistic, hopeless, or just honest and even faithful to scripture, this is the
best answer I can offer regarding Christian hope this side of heaven: part of
why Lutherans in particular struggle to locate hope in the present is because
of a misunderstanding of our relationship to God’s Law, and the reality that
there is hope in the Law now. That is a strange thing for a Lutheran pastor
to say, for we are essentially drilled to convey the dogma that our only hope
is in the Gospel. And, of course, at the time of the Reformation and even
now, when the question is eternal life itself, that is absolutely true!
But there are other matters of importance for the Christian than eternal
life. And while the Gospel promise certainly animates hope and meaning and
purpose, we should not shrug off God’s Law as a locus for hope. After all,
this world is God’s, and it is governed by God. Surely God’s Law is a fount
of wisdom and insight for how we should live within it? There is surely hope
in sobriety, faithfulness, honor, moderation, contentment, justice and
peace, right? Now, there is no hope that any of us can perfectly be obedient
to any Law. Christians are not utopians. Rather our hope is that in striving
to be obedient to God and loving our neighbor, we are playing an important
role in ordering a better world.
Part of our hope, then, is found in simply trusting God that seeking to
live according to His Law will bear fruit. It is believing that life is better
with God in it, and specifically when more of us live by his commands,
imperfect as such living may be. Just imagine (or hope for!) a world where
everyone could magically obey the Ten Commandments. Surely we can
envision a more peaceful, content, loving, and hopeful world! So even
though we know that perfect obedience to those same Ten Commandments
is impossible, does that mean we refuse to try to abide by God’s
commandments? And does it mean we can’t find hope in this life by seeking
to be more obedient, and bringing others into that same life of obedience?
Having been a Lutheran who was actually paying attention now for
about 20 years, I find the Lutheran allergy to the Law a hinderance to
Christian living. Yes, of course, the Law doesn’t save! But that doesn’t mean
it is without value. While I don’t want to ever downplay the hope we have
in the Gospel (which is the hope that finally matters), I also don’t want to
downplay the reality that among our hopes in the here and now is found in
the Law of God. And given that God gave his Law, Jesus expanded on that
Law, and Paul certainly assumed its continuing value, there is no reason to
think that the Law is to be ignored or undervalued as a source of hope.
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Other Events of Note in November/Early December
With cooler weather and earlier
evenings, it is time to host another
outdoor movie night. Finding Nemo
is the movie on tap for
November 17 at 5:30 pm. We
will have popcorn and soda on
hand. Bring a comfortable outdoor
chair and in the event the
temperature drops below 60 degrees (i.e. in case it is cold) you may want to
bring a blanket.
On Saturday, December 8 from 4:00-6:00 pm, we will host a ladies
craft night. Last year, the craft night was a great success as members of First
Lutheran joined First Friends moms to make
wooden Christmas signs. This year, Amanda
McClanahan will teach the group how to “make
and take” Christmas wreaths. Our goal for this
event is to foster relationships among First
Friends folks and church members. So come out if
you can! There will be wine and cheese for snacks
as well. There is a $25 cost and that covers all
supplies.

A Way To Support our Troops
We often are encouraged and asked about ways to support our troops. But
how exactly can we or do we do just that? One of the ways we can support
them is by providing a recorded version of the Bible for them. Given some
of the realities of being away from home and difficulties reading in the field,
having the Bible available in aural format is something many troops ask for.
Military Bible Sticks are a flash drive of the entire Psalter and New
Testament professionally recorded. They come with headphones and are
approved usage by the military. In essence, it is a complete system that
allows troops to have easy access to the scriptures. Each Bible Stick costs
$25. If you would like to donate one or more, just write a check with a note
in the memo line that says, “Military Bible Stick.” We will pass that on
directly to the manufacturer. (They prefer to work through churches.) To
learn more, go here: militarybiblestick.com.
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Norman Speck, Rest in Peace
Norman Thomas “Beetle” Speck was born in
Houston, Texas September 26, 1922, the
second child of Dr. Bruno Johannes Speck and
Emma nee Drachenberg Speck. Norman passed
away peacefully on October 21, 2018 at the age
of 96 at his home.
As a child, Norman attended Houston’s
Christ Church E&R and became a Boy Scout and
Sea Scout achieving the rank Eagle Scout. He
attended the first Boy Scout National Jamboree
in 1937, held in Washington DC. He was one of the first graduates of
Houston’s Steven F. Austin High School where he earned the name “Speedy”
on the cross-country track squad, graduating in 1940. He then matriculated
to Rice University prior to entering Houston Dental College (the precursor
to the University of Texas Dental School in Houston) receiving his DDS in
1945. Upon receiving his commission as a Captain in the U.S. Army during
World War II and reporting to his station in El Paso, Norman married Joy
Lee “Hobby” Savage on August 31, 1946.
Norman had a long and distinguished academic and professional career:
As a 50-year member of the Greater Houston District Dental Society, he
served in a variety of positions including President (1964-65) and Board
Director (1965-68). Norman retired from active orthodontic practice at the
age of 92 having practiced for 65 years and delivered smiles to the faces of
thousands of Houstonians.
Second to his beloved wife “Hobby” and his orthodontic profession,
Norman was an avid horticulturist and spent time on his 250-acre ranch
named the “S-X” in Waller County. Together with his sons he planted over
11 acres of pecan trees, 175 acres of pine trees, and grew seasonal
vegetables for friends, family and patients.
He is survived by his wife of 73 years, Joy Lee “Hobby” Savage Speck,
his five sons: Pat Kelly Speck MD, Don Thomas Speck DDS, Mark Lee
Speck DDS (Sherry), Eric Johannes Speck MBA, and Norman Kirk Speck
DDS (Paula), nine grandchildren: Charles Norman Speck, Derek Alexander
Speck, Dylan Savage Speck, Evan Pierce Speck, Travis Shane Speck, Rachel
Joy Speck DDS, Shannon Collins Matthews, Sarah Emma Speck and Hannah
Mary Speck. Norman is also survived by an extended loving family of
cousins, nieces and nephews and friends worldwide.
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Changes to the Membership Roll in October
None
Membership
Child Members
Confirmed Members
Total Members
Associate Members
Total Members and
Associate Members

Nov. 1,
2018
14
130
144
16
160

This and That

Oct. 1, Nov. 1,
2018
2017
14
17
130
140
144
157
16
16
160

173

Nov. 1,
2016
13
145
158
16
174

• This year’s Oktoberfest was our best yet. With each year we are able
to add more decorations and we make more connections in the
community. Fleischwagen once again provided great German food and
Under the Radar provided the beer. They have been wonderful
partners for us as they allow us to focus on the events while they
handle the food and drink. Once again, our silent auction was a
success and we believe that on the whole – with some accounting yet
to be done – that we made some money with the effort. Next year,
we intend to work closely with Saengerbund to make it an even bigger
event.
• November 4 is All Saints Sunday. On that day, we remember those
who joined the Church Militant (via baptism) in the past year and
those who joined the Church Triumphant (via death) in the past year.
We will be baptizing Kody Andrew Crocker on All Saints Sunday.
Those baptized in the past year were:
† Colleen Sugarman (November 5, 2017)
† Andersen Christophe Edwards (November 19, 2017)
Those who died in the past year were:
† Norman Speck (October 21, 2018)
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Houston’ s historic First Evangelical Lutheran Church is a congregation of the North American
Lutheran Church. Founded in 1851, it played a vital role in the history of Lutheranism in Texas.
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