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ay 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
11:30 MRCI 9: 00 Wom
(FS/HH) Coffee &
1:00 TOPS (Ch Conversation
(HH)
2:00 Highway
fi -Meals on Whegls delivery i Cleanup day
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
10:00 Worship 10:00 Lakeview| 5:30 Mission 11:30 MRCI 7:00 Com- 12:00-3:00
11:00 Sunday Communion Board (FS/HH) munity Choir | Ol i ver 8 s
school & Adult 6:00 Worship 1:00 TOPS (Ch) performs at | party at Yacht
Sunday school 5:30 Sanctuary | Board 5:30 Hospitality | Red Rock Club
12:00 Sunday reserved for 7:00 Choir Board
Funday comm. choir
AARAARARARARARRAMDRAI-MA -Mealson Wheels delivery 7 i A fi A [ A fi A 8 A f
1 Mot haerl 2 13 14 15 16 17
Day 5:30 Diaconate | 11:30 MRCI 9:00 Youth
10:00 Worship Bd. (FS/HH) Theater auditions
with Graduate 5:30 Hospital 5:45 CE Board | 1:00 TOPS (Ch (HH)
Celebration Foundation 6:00 Facilities | 7:00 Choir
Communion Board
11:00 Sun. schoo
AAAAMAARAMINMDRM-A-MealsonWhegelsdelivery A oA AAAMAAADRA
18 19 20 21 2 2 2 3 2 4
10:00 Worship 9:00 Council 10:00 Goldfinch 11:30 MRCI 5:00-7:00
LAST Sunday X . .
school/ agenda items Communion (FS/HH) Imagine _
Bowlina part and June news- 5:45 Church 1:00 TOPS (Ch Martinds
g party letter items Council Derby & our
due 7:00 Choirlast Heavenly
5:30 Yth. theater Delights
parent meeting
25 2 Blemori|l2 7 28 29 30 31
10:00 Worship Day 11:00 June news- 9:30 Bible Study 4:00-7:00
Blessing Box letter assembly | 11:30 MRCI Faithos
(FS/HH) party at the

5:30 Free
Community
Meal

1:00 TOPS (Ch

Kotewa home
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The Reverendds RudiMamaORb ons

It seems hard to believe that the long, reflective, journey of Lent is now in our past. Even the excitement
and joy of Easter morning d slightly drizzly, yet mild as it was this year 8 may seem to have come and
gone. But they are not. Easter may be just a long weekend on the calendar to some, who see only an
opportunity to hide little plastic eggs, gorge on chocolate, or get together for a fancy meal with family. But
youandldi dndt come t o c h ubrightly-coloredtie, a friky nesliress, oraofir finest Easter
bonnet; we came to remember (or be jarred into recognition of) Jesus present in our own lives.

Sometimes we take it for granted, and forget what an incredible sacrifice Christ made for us. Sometimes
bread is just a dietary staple. Sometimes grape juice is just a refreshing drink filled with healthy antioxidants.
But when we gather around Holy Communion as we did on Maudy Thursday and Easter Sunday, these
same elements that we might take for granted in our refrigerator become a sacrament that unites us with
fellow believers here in our own congregation, around the world, and 8 most importantly 8 with our risen
Savior.

When we experience Jesus during special seasons like Christmas, Lent, or Easter, our senses become
awakened to experience even our surroundings in a whole newway. Si mi | ar t o Maryo:
the tomb, we are awakened to the physical, emotional, and communal experience of Jesus in our midst

through the taste of the communion elements, the familiar scent of the sanctuary, the stirring melody of a
favorite hymn, the feel of the Bible on your lap, and the wooden pew at your back. | pray that the Easter
morning story of Christds resurrection .Wayithbe a faith
you are willing and eager to share with others!

Yes, | realize thateven the original apostles struggl ed,
empty tomb that first Easter momningfi [ | i ke] an i dle tale, and t heQOur
challenge now, like that of Peter and the apostles, i s not only to remember
continue believing and applying its joy in our lives. Sitting in fuller-than-normal pews on Easter Sunday, it
was easy to believe in and affrm J e s uesudrection wi t h a r ar e.0 ButwhatfalFout evinen
someone lets you down, or a friend or loved one suddenly dies, or something you gave up during Lent
seems now to be even more tempting than before? Will Easter then be just a distant memory? | hope that
you are al ways ready t o,0dndthed articulapemwbatthabmeans for ffadreChristan
faith journey.

Here i n our sanctuary, itds encour agi 8uge, soneetineeteey
are just visiting relatives, whether for Easter or a special event like graduation, but other times a visitor may
come church shopping or just be visiting in town. | hope that no matter the occasion, you have taken an
opportunity to make them feel welcome. As followers of the Risen Christ, we have two basic calls in our
Christian [|ife. The fAgreat ¢ ommi atiens, asraiereficedon Matthew
28) calls us to be fishermen d a job some of you might love doing on the lake, but which can feel a little
awkward the first time itds do nfeffskemrmenpeddapdrees.could &o
it in Palestine, then any of us can do it too!

As | glanced back at some previous newsletters, | came across May of 2020, and can hardly believe that
only five short years ago we were weeks from what we hoped wouldbe t he end of t}
Stay Home MN order. After several months of restrictions on group gatherings and careful social distancing,
the tide of new COVID-19 infections in Minnesota finally seemed to be turning. Online worship services
and Zoom council / board meetingshadb e c o me a fAn e w hythattmaeld dsonfiething nans of
us are eager to repeat!?! lconcludedmyMay 2020 ARuminationd by sayi

to gather in person, | continue to hold each of you in my prayers. We are working our way through this
together, and | am confident that we wil!/| emer g
| hope you agree that we have indeed emerged stronger only a few short years after that struggle, as
evidenced by our 2025 congregational theme: Our Church is a Family, and We Are  Stronger Together!

Yours in Christ,
Rev. Cory Germain

fairmontucc.org



rightnow MEDIA

Worship services from First Congregational UCC are available & searchable by date
alongside the other great content on the free rightnow MEDIA website & app!

How did you learn to pray? I know that after the simple "Come,
Lord Jesus” table prayer, the first prayer I ever truly committed to
memory was the Lord’s Prayer. In our congregation, we've updated ==
one of the stanzas in the last 18 months or so, but no matter your o~
preferred wording (debts, trespasses, or sins), I bet the Lord’s Pray- A A

er holds a special place in your prayer life. Have you ever won- THE 1LOR DS
dered how this foundational prayer may have influenced (or still be | pigteetion. B
guiding) your understanding of communication with God? Unpack it PRAYE R;’

in four short episodes of Navigating with the Lord’s Prayer: ,

Jim Dalrymple (New Testament & Church Leadership professor at T—
Ozark Christian College) asks, "How does the Lord’s Prayer shape
how we pray, and how we live?” Praying like Jesus can keep us on
the true path as we navigate life. Jim discusses how various aspects
of the model prayer aligns us with God’s heart.

JIM DALRYMPLE

-

NEW on rightnow MEDIA is an imaginative presentation of several key
events of our scriptural journey that offers a unique view accessible to
any age. Yes, it's narrated by kids, but the production quality will
draw in parents and grandparents too! Take a look at the eight en-
gaging episodes entitled Shadows of Scripture:

Ancient stories come to life through timeless, imagination-provoking
shadow puppets, unveiling the enduring thread of God’s promises.
From creation to eternity, each episode reveals how faith, trust, and
redemption weave together in the grand narrative of Scripture, ulti-
mately pointing to Jesus and God'’s plan for redemption.

"SCRIPTIIRF

JUST RELEASED

*Do you still need your own FREE rightnow MEDIA account,
or would you like to share this great resource with a friend? Of4540)
E&w.

There are 3 convenient ways: Go to https://app.rightnowmedia.org/join/FCONG
Text FCONG to 49775, or scan this QR code with your smartphone camera or code reader—>

Once logged in to your FREE account, you can click directly on "First Congregational UCC"” near the
top of the page to access the “Fairmont Worship Services” channel, or “Pastor Cory‘s Picks”"—which
is where you'll find videos I've recommended here, as well as others that interest me. Stay tuned...
the list grows as I discover new picks! If you’ve discovered a show or video on rightnow MEDIA
that you think others would enjoy, email me and I'll promote it in next month’s column.

~ Pastor Cory

fairmontucc.org
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CE NEWS:
Sunday, May 4th: Sunday Funday at noon
Sunday, May 11t h: Graduates Cel ebration
Sunday, May 18t h: Last Sunday school with Bowl i
church members (sign up at <churchy])
MI SSIT ON MI NUTE:
Mays Bl essing Box i $& fyoorutohu  rs ucnihnuerrigbc ahnapde rsse.v e | a |
various ages participate | ast year, and they ar
hel p offset some of the camp fees and just how
number of ki ds. Pl ease | et us know if you hagve
this giving opportunity!
Setting up online giving to
First Congregational UCC,
Fairmont
See the links on our church
website, fairmontucc.org,
or
Scan the QR code
Or use this web address:
https:/ffirstcongoucc.churchtrac.com/give]
You will be taken to our ChurchTrac
page where you will be asked to
sign in or create an account.
ChurchTrac will link you to Stripe, T h an k yOO Kat h i J O_r g SN © 0% Ma
the secure payment system. Weaver and Catherine Jjohnson
a5 s emnb'l @y g Nigh e “Ap il ewsl et
Giving can be done through your -Christina
checking account or by credit card.

Be looking this month for a signup sheet at church for supplies for the Pie &
Ice Cream Social (& BBQs!) We will be serving up refreshments on Saturday,
June 14th during Interlaken Heritage Days!

If you would like to provide treats and coffee after a church service, please

sign up in the binder on the back table of the sanctuary. Please ask a hospitality
board member (Terri Luetgers, Rebecca Lunz, Sherry Larson, Donna Grotte, Jon
Neitzel or Tara Thedens) if you have any questions.

fairmontucc.org
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May Partners in Ministry:
Diaconate: Sue Eisenbacher
Usher: Michael Rowan

Readers:
4th: Ellen Germain
11th: Amanda Forstrom
18th: Marilyn Forstrom
25th: BonnieSue Bennett

N

June Partners in Ministry:
Diaconate: not announced
Usher: Jon Neitzel

1st:
8th:
15th:
22nd:

Readers:

Dolores Gronewald
Carol Barrick
Carolyn Thompson
Ace/Deb Adams

29th: Eric B. Johnson
HyWee & Fareway Report as of Report as of
During the |l ast 9 weeks, $X&ed4dl7i 26 W&r & 1°6¢ c wio|v & ¢
HyVee is at $87,714.42"'9a8l 8eB)chowar#i2cobe0Q8.
During the same time, $7,768.35 (5. 1%t eworltO8 [avfe .
Fareway is at $120,407.'%45080027%patowatdcout d5t
t hé"$51 50, 000 goal
This program started the first of March 2011, |so
2019 were received during this per iVoede offo otdi nset.@ rAler
slip can be use&/ck.e Fllsitpk fFrrem hHY Gas), Coffee dho
help us toward the goal . Delivery slips/ sheet|s c
slips to the church, or mailing them or droppi|ng
hel p.
Reported by;
Jim Bock

fairmontucc.org



SATURDAY, MAY 3RD
9:00 - 11:00 AM
HERITAGE HALL

JOIN US FOR SCONES,
FRESH FRUIT, COFFEE
& CONVERSATION

r; > ,‘

FA'[RMON‘T%%TG ‘ M?
mlurcil w@

First Congredonal UCC

319 Downtown Plaza

Wednesday, May 28th
5:30 PM serving begins
5:50 PM take-out orders

MENU:
To be determined!
Served by the . ALL are
Mission board P o Welcome!
. I/,
L AN | f 2
P o
\ »
2 .
ﬂxﬂ{;
-
N .
"

fairmontucg.or

fairmontucc.org



To Pastor Cory, friends &
church family,

| would like to thank
you all for the opportunity to
work with you! It has been
wonderful to help the
church and to be a part of it
all. Sadly though, | am
putting in my 2 weeks notice
to go to another job. My last
day will be 4 -4-25. Once
again, thank you.

Forever Grateful,

Sandi Smith
We have been asked to serve our Heavenly
Saturday, May 24th from 5:00 to 7:00 PM!
i nformation about donating ingredients]|an

Imagine Martin's Svine Derby

Squealing to the Finish Line!

BB AT A | | 3
SR ; ‘

fairmontucc.org

W 1st Street Downtown Fairmont - May 24th 2025 5 to 7pm

Hedrick's Pig Races

Get ready, Martin County
for you're about to
witness a pig-tacular
event like no other!
Bring your friends and
family to celebrate
community, competition,
and a whole lot of fun.
Mark your calendars and
prepare to root, cheer,
and laugh along as our
pigs take cen_tg stage!




Please submit good news to the newsletter to share with our
church family! Honor roll, De g
team activities, etc. We love to hear what is happening in each

ot herds | i ves! uEcsemrethry319@emaibcbrh |
call (507) 235-5382, or stop in!

Cameron Germain will graduate May 3, 2025 from Buena Vista University

in Storm Lake, IA with a B.A. in Music Production and a minor in

Psychology. His fiancée, Bella Hoffmann, will also graduate from Buena

Vista University that day with a B.A. in English and a minor in Studio

Art. She has been accepted to an online master's degree program in Creative
Writing and Editing at Emerson College of Boston, MAThey are planning

a November 2026 wedding.

Haley (Harder) and Jared Green welcomed a baby girl, Lennon
. Bradley Green, on April 8th! Grandparents are Brad & Vonnie
. Cone, and Greagrandma is Jan Cone. Congratulations!!

Congratulations to our high school graduates,
Faith Kotewa and Oliver Thedens!!

A “I They will be graduating from Fairmont High School on
- ‘ Sunday, June 1st. Faith plans to attend Mankato State
, _— University seeking a degree in finance. Oliver plans to

‘ attend University of Minnesota, Twin Cities and to

| major in biology. They will be honored on Sunday, May
CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES 11th during the worship service.

Promo Video: Please send 10 second video clips of church

events to Abby Shoen at her email, abby.shoen43@gmail.com. Abby is
graciously planning to compile them into a promotional video for our
church!

fairmontucc.org



i
airmont High School
|

Join Us to Celebrate
Oliver at
The Chain Of Lakes
Yacht Club
405 Interlaken Road,
Fairmont, MN 56031

Saturday May 10th,
12-3PM
d majoring in Biology

Oliver will be attending the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities an

fairmontucc.org



Faith Josephene Kotewa
Class of 2025 Fairmont High School

Join us for a celebration on May 31st from 4-7pm

Kotewa home | 462 200th Ave, Fairmont

fairmontucc.org



If your birthday or anniversary is not listed or is incorrect, please notify the church office.
fairmontucc.org



