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Cindy Yawkey of Vandalia, Michigan has been a member of URSCC

and a volunteer in the Bonine House, home of abolitionists and UGRR
stationmasters James E. and Sarah Bogue Bonine, since we first opened
to the public in July of 2011. She is a docent, caretaker, historian, and
invaluable source of information about her home town.

She is an accomplished photographer and has chronicled the restoration
of the Bonine House for years. During this time Cindy would draw various
aspects of the house and carriage house and the freedom they represent.
These exquisite pencil drawings expanded to become the story of Lucinda,
a freedom seeker, and her journey from Georgia to Michigan and the
Bonine House in the 1850’s.

Cindy is a unique talent and a distinctive voice and we are very proud
to be a part of offering her story and her art to the world. Enjoy.

-- The Underground Railroad Society of Cass County

Copyright Cindy Yawkey 2016
May not be reproduced in any form without permission from the author.






T}) € \/\//7 lépping Tree

M\\ nape 15 Lucinda . L wWas aSlave n Geac a
I heqrcj“\lou Cou ld be {’ree in the Mor’{h.ThG“‘
was where 1 was 3ong 1 wauld run awa .The
Slave catchers would capture me and Take me back.
he master wou ld make me WGP mg arms acound the
\cdh'{p]o‘m -\-fea..&\p open the back ef ™y dress . Each
lagh emci\\a whip, fipped my Hesh e +h2 bone . The.
wh‘;fspiﬁs TYee st:nef with' slaves feqcs, sweat,and bload,
Pr}s bm’k 60vered u:s:"{lh Qs S;rm'm m\‘\e.\’e_'\'he mh;
KS)qs})e_d Y M ch\\ fjovefed " SC’.GGS.ﬂ]e. Maste( \}e_\?ec!\
“Take her shdes. That') keep her from cunnin quucui!“
they oo k My shoes. T eried. They ok My shees,
oW am 1 %0‘\\'\ )\—O e “P\"EG‘_? One f\\Sh)f Qf)\(l'de. anECQ
EWiza 3e)d me 300& The Underground Rai | road, whece
PQO \e wou\& \‘\@;\P Nou ot NOY‘\W\ Yo ”?reedom. T wag
re“jﬂ Yo 9o riant then, bog' she 5a:d “we have to wajt. T'|)
le,’g \|Bu Know w nen Ts Hme to 0. Eliza came qnd said,
“W's Fime Yo 3031 gm\)bed what \HS(\@. chod 1 manQSch
Yo _Save up and pPut Y ing bqg,a bag Twade 'frcm:x 5Crgpes
of clothhe dress maker wias Jr’hm\oirgg!rawqq. T am
ready," T sad.She locked o me from head o Toe and
Saidiwhere’s \jour shoes oﬁ:? “They took ™y shees® T
Sand.She Sq{d ‘s alon ways 1 SYood ap Yol and SQL(EO,?!QJIS
ol We met the Qin% Coj\au('_'\‘()( o grho- edge of
e plantation. T hiesitated because he wms & white
man. Then he said, 4 you want To be free follsw med He

lead us Jrhrou&o)h the S MP.
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T}\efe% A Mc\e In '—ﬂ\e, 6‘&\{ TQ ]:reec%m

Afer we made it JW\roug\(\ the swamp, the

Conduckor 661@030 \;Ou\ma\’\* o gee he YY\QP/ 1o

?reeciom":{/‘{egl sond He pointed up 1© the skY. 0o yau
see Yhe dc'\r\\a‘mg %Ouvé%? Theres a big one and a

\te one. TF\ou aan Fiad e \i frle one \ou eon find Yhe
Noe¥y Orag, Three 8(&(‘6(1%&\@_ he \\g_{\dla and four stars
make Yhe dv‘mkif\% Qaf*t./l see them ™\ said, po\f}*if\g Yo the
Svacs /Do \you see Yot brightter ofac? Thats the

NOY%\W SJVQ\’. IWE N ou odd” Se)pamfecQ Lrom

Yﬁll)\k COf\dL\CkO“() \DOK up Ou’\é J?‘\rd e \1%\‘?-. d{‘if\"\iﬂg
gourcﬁ and e Nortn Otar. Keep %\”cwding Ynat
\\b&\{iH& \ead me Yo a oad -{"5%&\{ close fo the
nge efr the -rocl(ﬁu\jll S\C‘NQ Qcﬁre_}\us c,om%

Now can Wide e wcocﬂs.fr‘(&\{ on Mia tead 1 #

JOu See a \Qdk{ hﬂ‘;‘%:\% ad Q qw: I svop and

ane'\\ aive o Som i\\S o eaX. | T you don

see Ner harw%m out qqu \Br, k?-&g) go'\.ﬂ%-igg Jl\’\r\exeib

a man wakeang he horses,ask Yum for @ drink

GS;‘ w@tlt“&f.j__j\“ Ne 50\(6 ﬂeﬁ,\\gli\ \(\Qd\ji) \\O\& %Q_'k‘
Noeth Yo ‘?‘\CQQAQ,W\ :/1 %qn\«e& i and hQﬂ(@Q(&
up the coad,






quy Hcmﬁms Out A Quil-

I Was hoe\;n onapm\jm ,that she would be

cmam ouY ex qm qu 30 ungr e\l\f

was )rouc)nm ™y back bono_ Y Acied %o ?md bem

Qh\{”\'lﬂl to QO.'\‘ baty 1 dxdﬂ i s ‘Flh cm Thing .1 \'(Q.iﬁ' WC\\kln
e i?\raaf SNEG_‘\“ cakes and sw 320

\ ¢ e o ui.\'f*pik Qi .Oh ﬂ\ﬁj\‘ Hhis
& The place . PeeKe rou es. Qr
ible[quzh nsgnglou‘\‘ her C\‘\u\é:[ Wq\\(eeq Up. éhe Sﬁe\d

elcome vy

ave Sweel cakes and sueet potatoes
Yo €Q3\“ ’}lan \ou, hﬂﬂk NOu .« I Said.Sh he wrc\jopeq?
+ hem QP N q c.?o‘l'h and handed them +o mo
im ‘Hne. Slave m’rdne,rs are nNeay \0 6o to Yhe man
aring Nis horses. She poercd cmd SQId 9o +hr0u3h —HR
woods he 5 on the gYthes

side” “Thank You,thank \oy.
bmd,eq‘l*ms and wakmgj Qs 43&5* as I c.m\a go-
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/\ Mcm \A/a+€r{n5 Hft”) Horﬁes

1 made %5 )rhrou%h the woods. T here he was
wu Q““& ora s 1 cemembed the conductoc
Ao ask fac a adnk oF water. \wa\\(e&
O\M_f Ss(, may L1 have g drin GIF water? “Yes, please
ha cur:se,H: he said.“The slave catchers ace near;
1 Smcl “Come ?ol\ow me, T 1Y hide Jou i the bacrn.




L followed him. He poiated at Hhe ladder.“C\imb

up Yere! 1 imbed up the \adder. There was a deor.
‘o in and \eck ‘\‘\F; he Scxid 1 ope_necl Yhe door and \mkeeﬂ
wside. Thece were slaves and $ree blacks hdi ng

1 wentin. He moved ¥he \addec owo.\i.\ Nueried
and loacked the deor
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Tl\e \IJOTC\ Nigge(

We heard a scream. T+ sent chills +o my bones . We.
peeked out theough the cracks berween Yhe Doards.
The slave Qﬂl‘\'d’\ﬂé (:cxug\\’t o Man and awaeman Nidin
i Yhe \wew\ \r\ouSQ.The\l wexe dmg iﬁg Nex \DU\ g haied
T\\e-\\ df'O.% eA \'\{m \E)\I his 5hack|ea arms, beatin ‘Hneir
gicks.\{e.“ins"'rh'\s will teach N o4 Wagels
Yo run! That hcfr'\b\e word 1 heard all My life .
“Niggex de this,ni ger do that. Most of Yhe *Hme followed
b\[ a \uh‘ippiw\%.Té\e wocrd i A Meant you wecrenY
uMan. louw were \6’.56 "H\qn ‘\%9_ ma&*ef ’5 dogS.Y Oou \wege
Q *h’mg Yo e bms\\’r Gmd So\A,w\'\QneVLr Yo whome\/‘b(' -
Fa\\ o\eq N “ﬁ)e ?{e\c\s."\’ou Quq kex,w\\ere's +‘r\e rest
o+ rm1 N e{s"z\ The POCTE Man dand woman \wege b\e_edi .
They ke hitting tnem. T wrrsd bo el orot teon
go \ 5*09{)@:0, covesed "y F\O\E‘(\\,th s\md' N ey QS.((SC&('C}\\
very neh ot this p\qcejﬁ‘avﬁn with +he bacn f—’l-‘ne
slave ca¥ohers said. The slave co‘?rr_\'\ers grabbed wp ke
Locks and stacted Shbbm% the }\0\' \O‘F‘]"_.One s)ave caYchey
Came up. \%% Was s*nbb“nr\g Yhe \r\&\|,bﬁ we wece 9a%e n
the \We hidden foom,the Quakers built. The slave
cher saild“Let’s got Theﬁ tossed the wan and woman
on fo the wqgon,\ike_ Al \\e.\-\ were sacks of potatoes. I
Aidnt know if ‘\’\\Q.\\ wexe a\we ocdead.
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A Field 0% Thorms

Zeb was The nexd condudec. He came into
the bacn. Hello Friend, T\ be +a\«m3 you e the
nexy SYop. We were \uq\\‘\iﬂg Q\onS.Ze.\) stopped .
“Ilave ca¥dners comina,hurr ,\\ur‘rg; go and hide. 1)
let you Know when s 8(1& Yo come out When T
eacd Foar, T Feok off runniﬂS.Oud\ The pain,semethin
piercing My skin and Apping My Clothes.On my barefect:
T van ot a brige patdy ! dace not ary e, the slave
CaYdners would heae me.l'm net aing back. L ke Hr
down in the brior patch, thorns ingy me.Nobedy would
e erazy 2nough Yo Nide in thece)let's oo k

\se where, the Slave catchers said.Then T heard Zeb
Say i‘n%"mme cMtYacen, come childven, lets 9o and prcw.“
14 '\ls safe 4o tome out. The Slave catehors wexe gone.
'Then Zeb s5aw I"\Lt ﬁpped up Q\o‘k’ﬁ'es cmcl mq b\oodﬂ %ee\‘
Thorns shill stuck w the botom.Zeb baﬂd&qu WP Ty
feek. T 20id.“Please can we qet moving,be_qﬁore the Shave
ca¥chers come Back?We stacted ing agala. The Yhorns
Felt \ike Jrhg\‘ ware going deeper, m?\'ﬁ'\ eadn Srep T Yoo K.
Please let ¥he safe house be cloge.Zeb pointed Yo a
Nouse. We sald“this 15 your next stop.Yow can Ye)) \Oy
e candie i e wWindow






CO(\C“Q 11\ The \/\/ihclou)

chb\) and May wexe 5%ofh‘on magjwrs o %Q
Undergeound Ratiroad. They put a candle n e
windew, lefring slaves and free blacks know 1+ was
Q sate place Q@ SHrop.Onca Mary saw me.. She said

‘oh ™y \ﬂea\\;ef\,w‘\aji’ hqppgr\ed to NOU( C.\O%QSJ\IOLK Xieef(?
T can into a beiac parch. T said T have some othes YOU
can hcwefmvr\{ 1 don? Nave any shoes.” Mary said.
Mqr\{ removed Phe Yhorns from ™y fedr and bandac od
thom again. They Yold me about e candle in e
windew. 15 | ger sepasated from my eonductor, T
Sheu\d \esk Joc a house with acand e o Hhe window.
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“Ws almasy dmi \iah T show you whee o hice ]
dacok saigd. He \em? me Yo o storm cellar and T went

N and Jaceb closed the door and pled branch es over
WL S‘m\\ed idden al\ &0\.\ .There was a barre) of
water and feod Mar Qove Me. Jacol came and helped
Me ouf of the cellacfThis {a Sam. He will elp oy
g o Nouc nexy Stop. Thank Vou Jaco) and T’\and"‘




| oed Willing And The Creek Don't Rise

Sam cmd \me& ano%u‘ QDY\ALA&Q()\J\I}\Q \\ad Q \JOUN
couple and an oldex \&dq with him. He agked Dam

\F he could take Fhem, Sam sad he would -\We wexe
walking beside a creek,when we eard s\ave ca¥chers
say “I \ink Preces slaves over there” Sam said.”Come
on,let5 Nide under the dridge We waded inYo ¥ae
Cre@X. 1Y was knee deep.We geb under the bm‘dgo\.
Thunder, Wgrehing, 0nd pouring dowsn fain. The Creek rose
above my Onest. 1 dont Mnew hew o swim 1 said.
The couple said “we dont know hew Yo swim. The l(kdbi
8a1d T dent know how Yo Swim. We heacd ¥ae slave
Catdners on e bridae.We saw their \ontacns
moving Side to 1de, search ng 1 was hopmnj ey wece
a3 weX ond miserable as 1 was.’Leto gok it of hexe,
They'fe A0 a Vorn,some place dry . They Teft. We stayed
uwndex e br\&ge a \'\\3\'3 \on%car. Sam went oyt HEsT.
7145 safe Yo come out.lets 3o Moving - We have
o %d Yo Yae Onio Rives. Theres boﬂﬁrs \r\)ck{*‘rir\g Lac
\{o\x,-\*o %Qi’ NISY Yo Onig ?’\\{ wet Feet, soHened by the
water, on o <oeky road. Bike my Nip. X am net stepping.
Am doing Yo be $eee . Good Lorl wf\\fng and the ¢ice
ait?nﬁ- rise. The areek rose-L made it.0od wiﬂing

Tl be Free.






Oho River 1s Deap And Wide
FfeecQO‘m On The Other 93de

T made 1 Yo Yae ban ks ofF e Oho R\vex,,\daijring
Yo exoss.Run and Wide. Go'mg station Yo stoion.

A safe place Yo hide,something o eat, and rest:
Fr\‘\rouc\jh 3WampEs,oVer & Mewntain, and a fie\d of
horns. T made + Phis fac."You shil\ have o \ong way
Yo go, before you're Safe and $reeSam said . The river
was \iXe a mircor, rawt)ed"ing Yhe lanern '\iSWr.The

Yoot came across Yae aives and Sam h@\pqd me in. L
id 1n e volom of e vaoay. " You /) ™eetk \[GUr
Conducdes on Ye ofher 51d2T Sam sa\d.“Thanks Sam.
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Oh\r(} F(e_e
Not Me

50@@\\\ aceoss the Chio Riy or. 1 was 6 douk o s’rqj
on feee land. Welcome Friend m name \s Jeremialy.
Be \nelped me oud of the boat.My feek now stoo
onNn ree \Qﬂd.((&}me)\\)e ’Muf,’\' \(eg\o TY\OVEnS .,‘\J\’\Q
S\ave catdhecs will be gﬁmiﬂs Jecemiady said -
“Jon* Ohio a tree s¥ate? ) asked.“Yes Onio is a Scee
StaYe ouY The Fugi‘r\\/e Dave. Law says slave catdness
Nave Fne Clant 1o tome and et Hneie slaves. Wot
Oi\\\_\ Yhat, Free States are +o return s\aves. et 's

qek as Jac away feom Kentucdky as we can Stalion

Fo station we Yraveled. T wod \d hear wWhnaove te

s\ave catcher wece - L heacd wWhat Slave catchors wexe
do‘m%o chp*m“‘\ nq Scee \)\GC\@J da*:ﬁrcyc \\ina Yneic Papus
and selli nq Prom inYo S\Qvaé.Thr‘ou\%«, Onho in

Yo Yndiana.Tn Ridamond we met Levi Caffin,

who arranced o Wagon Yo Take e and Fwo
cWecs Yo c%\\dmgcm MWe Wd wnder Yoo $leor boardis
ot %qu%on, coveredh with Srraw.tn Beisio) T

mer B.F. CaBncast.Who qave us food and hid us.
That night we cressed Yhe Bristol Bridge, ovex Yne

S Joseph River Then four miles. T made i o
W(Qh[guﬂ-






The\{ Hove m\, hoes 1 Have M\[ Freediom

1 he conductor seemed to be mo\fi\(% at a slower
pace. 1 Thought something was wrong. The wagon
S*OPPQQ[.THQ. ‘F\oo\’ bom’d}ﬁ C)pened.—rhe CQYdqu‘Q( 5(1{01,
7\ou can vide on Yop,you re v Midhigan. We climbed
W the wWagen. The conduckor wouldHell us about

e pesple and places.

We said,we 're in CalvinTownship.

l‘\cm\\' free Xi\o\\ik tamilies and s\o\v’es\\we
hece . They\ help youl We passed Mount Zion
Churdn &x\\i‘l Chain PL:L,\(Q E)ap"fgi st Church.”This 13
Ramptown, James Benine divided the land,five
and Fen acce \o¥s.Slaves and free blacks coul
work The \and,save their mo ey, bay theic own
Tarms. Chiddren ceu\dage Yo 83\60\ Hé pointed

up ahead and said/do yeu see the white carriage
house2™es ™1 8aidYThat s the next shep. '



Yoy

e T

-1 ‘\,"
" fé‘_ . = ); 3
(7 FWa l.
LM
A4 o S Ao 3
3 < |r B o = 7
A 3 5 ?'-II i A\ ‘.,I.I. .f'.N\ REy jes p { ¥ -.; _#",- 5‘;&‘;‘ % i
_ & Rp P L 2 ‘,L,:}f'f__.1 i f‘\:_lf_“w'lr ﬁ_"v" ;.;_1;:._-‘:‘

Chain Lake Baptist Ohasn

i,

T
RN

ok
07
‘i;l
e : !
¢ e 2
s
s A
e s 3ol
S ;
Tk -
A-.. s
-y
- = 3 x
& a2 T
e e e - s =

Bonine C@\“f\aﬂef




we moved closes,a welcoming sion, a \i\g\f\JT N
Yhe window of The %omt\ge E’ou.ae_

,\r\}he\(\ 1 was geﬂ\\’\g suY¥ of the NQS@Y\.i

heafd some bod 5aq,('(~here_"6 \oux shoes ajr?.‘b

“They Nave M Shoes, T Wave Ty Freedorm. | said,
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é\/\}e,\come J;rie,ncl%XQm James Bonine and this

= m\\ wﬂ-@_ So\m\\i"\,\)e have 'Cbod, C\O‘\F\ﬂiy\ ,
Shoes, and a place Yo rest on e Third Flog
st the cavriooe heuse, Sacalh 0id .
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