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By Rose G. Proto

“Never, ever compromise your integrity.”
Judge Eric L. Levinson recalls writing that
phrase on a piece of paper in October of
1992 and taping it to the telephone receiver
in his office as an assistant district attorney.
It would only be another four years before he
would become one of the youngest judges
ever elected to District Court in North
Carolina. Ever since then, he has remained
true to that simple, but potent, mantra,
carrying it with him on a path that has led
all the way to the North Carolina Court of
Appeals. “Our integrity is the best currency
that we, as lawyers, have,” states Judge
Levinson, a man who takes his profession
very seriously, and claims that he was driven
toward a career in the law at an early age.
“The administration of justice and rule of
law have always interested me,” claims Judge
Levinson, who spent his early childhood in
Gastonia and moved to Charlotte at the age
of eleven. After attending high school at East
Mecklenburg, he went on to study finance at
the University of Georgia. Judge Levinson
spent his junior undergraduate year in
Washington, D.C., taking government and
public policy classes at Georgetown
University while interning at the Reagan
White House. He credits this internship with
inspiring him to pursue a career in
government: “Everyday was a new education.
The intersection of public policy, politics and
personalities inside the Executive branch
was intriguing— and it cemented my desire
to look at the public sector.” Upon
graduating cum laude from Georgia, he

The Honorable Eric L. Levinson

pursued a law degree at the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where he
served as class president during his first and
second years, and was elected president of
the Student Bar Association in his third year.
Judge Levinson devoted his early career
to the Office of the District Attorney in
District 19, which, at the time, served both
Rowan and Cabarrus Counties. He was
promptly initiated as an assistant district
attorney with a caseload that consisted of an
assortment of everything from property
crimes to homicides. “Being in a smaller
district allows you to become engaged in a
variety of cases much faster,” he recalls.
Judge Levinson credits his years at the Office
of the District Attorney as being instrumental
in allowing him to accrue a diverse body of
experience that would later be useful on the

continued on page 14

	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
Get Involved

continued from page 13

Planning & Operatons
Committees
Finance: Prepares and monitors the MCB’s

annual budget, including all program areas
and income-producing services.

Softball Season is
Almost Here
Spring and softball season have
arrived! Once again, the
Mecklenburg County Bar is
organizing two softball leagues –
a Co-Ed League and a Lawyer’s
League. The season will start May 30
– start oiling up the gloves and
organizing your team rosters.
Registration is $450 per team. To
sign up, please e-mail Jenny Mayer at
jmayer@meckbar.org. Be sure to
include the name and contact
information for the team captain, the
team name and indicate which
league (Lawyer’s or Co-Ed) in the email. The deadline for registration is
Friday, May 20, 2011.
For questions about the leagues,
please contact Softball
Commissioner Bryan Stone at
bstone@swlawnc.com.
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Future MCB/MBF Center: Plans future
location/expansions of the Bar Center in
accordance with needs. A joint MCB and
MBF committee.
Nominating: Prepares slate of officers,
members of the Board of Directors and
ABA delegate for consideration of
membership.
Strategic Planning: Oversees the strategic
planning process, develops a plan for
Board approval and recommends updates
as needed.

Did you know...
You may connect with colleagues in
your practice area through
MCB Sections: Business Law,
Civil Litigation, Corporate Counsel,
Criminal Justice, Estate Planning &
Probate, Family Law, Immigration &
Nationality, Juvenile Law,
Real Property, Solo Practitioner /
Small Firm and Tax
Visit www.MeckBar.org to join.

May 2011

Levinson

continued from cover

bench. He acknowledges the wisdom and
guidance of his mentor, Bill Kenerly, as being
crucial to his success during those years.
Kenerly, former District Attorney for Rowan
County, remembers his first impression of
the young prosecutor, stating, “I immediately
recognized him to be intelligent and committed to the law.” After serving District 19 for
four years, Judge Levinson made the decision
to serve the public from behind the bench.
In the winter of 1996, he was elected District
Court Judge for the 26th Judicial District.
Levinson transitioned seamlessly into his
new role as judge. During his tenure on the
District Court, Levinson placed an emphasis
on improving efficiency in the courts. He
created and chaired the first ever Criminal
Courts Committee, a project that
implemented new courtroom management
practices, including decreased trial delays,
improved fine collection and fewer failures
to appear, to name a few. Judge Levinson
also concentrated on domestic issues, and
founded a committee that implemented new
practices in child support establishment and
enforcement courts. Outside of the courtroom, he volunteered his expertise by
delivering lectures and teaching exercises for
state court judges on domestic relations law
and practice. After seven years of serving on
the District Court, he decided that it was again
time for his career to head in a new direction.

www.MeckBar.org

	
  

	
  
Judge Levinson sought and won election
to the North Carolina Court of Appeals in
2003. His unique background as a both a
prosecutor and District Court judge adequately prepared him for the demands of being
an Associate Judge. He explains: “The legal
decisions we made at the Court of Appeals
were frequently difficult and challenging.
Our courts have a limited, yet important
scope of responsibility—to protect our
fundamental rights, adjudicate disputes,
punish the guilty and vindicate the
innocent.” Judge Levinson fondly recollects
the dedication of the other members of the
Court that made his experience so
rewarding, “The collaboration that is integral
for any appellate court, with individuals
committed to the rule of law and the
administration of justice, is a remarkably
special process to be engaged in.” Judge
Levinson’s ability to tackle complex issues
and uphold essential rights would present
him with another great opportunity in 2007,
only this time, it would take him all the way
to Baghdad, Iraq.
The position of Justice Attaché to Iraq is a
political appointment that involves
managing the diplomatic relationship
between the United States Department of
Justice and the Iraqi Higher Judicial Council.
Judge Levinson provided guidance to senior
members of the Iraqi judiciary and served as
interlocutor for cases of interest to the U.S.
arising in Iraq. He drew parallels between
the U.S. judicial system and that of Iraq’s
fledgling system, stating, “The citizens of
Iraq share the same fundamental concerns
that we have, in regards to wanting to
employ a system based on the facts of the
case, rather than money or status.” Judge
Levinson also counseled members of the
Iraqi judiciary on methods to alleviate their
backlog of criminal cases, and helped
implement an investigative process for
prosecution of criminal cases. After his
service in Iraq, Judge Levinson worked as
Rule of Law Consultant to Afghanistan in
2008. In Kabul, he assisted members of the
Supreme Court of Afghanistan and the
Afghan Ministry of Justice in drafting
legislation involving civil law.
www.MeckBar.org

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Upon his return to North Carolina in
2009, Judge Levinson was brought on as an
adjunct professor to the University of North
Carolina at Charlotte and the Charlotte
School of Law, where he teaches classes on
juvenile and constitutional law, appellate
advocacy and counseling and negotiation
skills. He finds that working with students
keeps him enthusiastic about learning,
stating, “I find it very rewarding to observe a
student learning a new concept or realizing a
different application of an argument.” When
asked what advice he would have for new
lawyers, Judge Levinson responds: “We as
lawyers are temporary stewards of the
system in that we have a special
responsibility to our clients and to the
public. This goes back to the idea that it’s not
about us. It is very important that we respect
one another despite our disagreements so
that we may maintain our civility, especially
as we grow larger as a Bar.”
Judge Levinson himself upholds the
“responsibility to the public” that he refers
to through his many volunteer efforts and
outreach programs. He is an active Rotarian
and a member of the Board of Directors for
the Knowledge is Power Program (KIPP), a
tuition-free, open-enrollment, college
preparatory middle school here in Charlotte.
He is also a member of the Board of Advisors
for Serving Alto Cayma, for which he has
made several voyages to the country of Peru.
On these trips, Judge Levinson, along with
his father, retired optometrist Gary

Levinson, assist in mission efforts for the
City of Alto Cayma. Most significantly, Judge
Levinson sponsors Luis, a nineteen-year-old
Alto Cayma resident, in his study in the
city’s new law program. An avid
outdoorsman, Judge Levinson made time to
climb Machu Picchu during his trip to Peru,
and also enjoys water skiing, surfing and
golfing in his leisure.
Today, Judge Levinson continues to serve
the public as Superior Court Judge in
Charlotte, where he was appointed by Gov.
Bev Perdue in 2009 and subsequently elected
to an eight-year term, effective January 2011.
From the Office of the District Attorney to
District Court, to the Court of Appeals and,
finally, to Iraq and Afghanistan, Judge
Levinson brings a wide breadth of
knowledge and experience to his new
position. Most importantly, however, he has
carried with him the single trait that has
been constant in an otherwise diverse
career— his commitment to never
compromise his integrity. It is this strong
commitment for which Judge Levinson is
recognized by both his colleagues and the
community at large. Says Bill Kenerly, “Our
citizens are fortunate to have him on the
bench.” With such a record of past
accomplishments, Judge Levinson’s future is
best summed up in the words of his father,
who asked this question upon their recent
return from volunteer efforts in Peru:
“What’s next?”

LAWYERS
MUTUAL

LIABILITY INSURANCE
COMPANY OF
NORTH CAROLINA

Meet Lawyers Mutual.
History. Over 31 years of service.
Mutual. Created for lawyers, by lawyers.
Value. Our bottom line.
JUNE BASDEN, LAWYERS MUTUAL BOARD MEMBER
CARRUTHERS & ROTH, GREENSBORO

www.lawyersmutualnc.com
919.677.8900
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800.662.8843
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