


“Everybody can be great, … because anybody can serve. 
You don’t have to have a college degree to serve. You don’t 

have to make your subject and verb agree to serve. You 
only need a heart full of grace.  

A soul generated by love.” 
 









 1 John 2:15-17 
The World Is Problematic 



 1 John 2:15-17 
Do Not Love the World! 

1 John 2:15 



 1 John 2:15-17 
You Belong to God’s Kingdom! 

1 John 2:15 
Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from 

God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you 
are doing if God were not with him.” 

John 3:2 

“No one can enter the Kingdom of God unless 
he is born of water and the Spirit.” 



 1 John 2:15-17 
Pax Romana Is NOT What God Wants 



 1 John 2:15-17 
But God Still Loves the World 



 1 John 2:15-17 
Ministries of a Johannine Community 



1. Do not love the world and anything in the world. 
 
  
  

 “True Life among Us” 
Part 3. Do Not Love the World 



1. Do not love the world and anything in the world. 
 
  
  

 “True Life among Us” 
Part 3. Do Not Love the World 



1. Do not love the world and anything in the world. 
 
  
  

 “True Life among Us” 
Part 3. Do Not Love the World 

Is America a descendant of the Roman 
Republic? 

 

Yet while America reflects the heights of 
Roman structures, ideas, and principles, 
we also now face a host of problems 
similar to those that  
 
the Romans faced: 
1. immigration and citizenship,  
2. the consequences of slavery,  
3. the growing divide between classes,  
4. the conflict between conservatives and 

progressives, and t 
5. he challenges of being a superpower.  
 
Consider the successes and mistakes of 
the Romans and their implications for 
American society today. 
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After decades of missed opportunities, 
the door to a sustainable future has 
closed, and the future we face now is 
one in which today's industrial 
civilization unravels in the face of 
uncontrolled climate change and 
resource depletion. What is the world 
going to look like when all these 
changes have run their course? 
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1. Do not love the world and anything in the world. 
2. The world and its desires pass away. 
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Corruption 
Economic Problems 

Poverty: The Gap between 
Rich and Poor 

Unemployment 
 

66,806 of 65 Countries 
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When the women saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing 
to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it.  

She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 
Genesis 3:6 

“For all that is in the world,  
 the lust of the flesh and  
 the lust of the eyes and  
 the vain glory of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.” 

1 John 2:16 



1. Do not love the world and anything in the world. 
2. The world and its desires pass away. 
3. The man who does the will of God lives forever.  
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The inauguration of Jimmy Carter as 
the 39th president of the United 

States was held on Thursday, 
January 20, 1977, at the East Portico 

of the United States 
Capitol in Washington D.C. This was 

the 48th inauguration. 
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Andy Stanley, North Point 

JESUS is the ultimate key  
to knowing and living God’s will. 

 
1) He provides you with access to the 

throne of grace (Heb. 4:16) 
2) He is your example of the life of faith 

in every way (Rom. 8:29) 
3) His Spirit guides and empowers you 

(John 16:13-14) 
4) His prayers sustain you (Heb. 7:25) 
5) His words provides a light on your 

path (Psalm 119:105) 
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