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425-h.p. 300C
next big thing
from Chrysler

5 we pulled to the stoplight, the
Ammmr:lﬂnwmd‘&w

shot down.
"'I'hnt t'hing got the BIG HEMI?" the

*“Have Lo trade my car in then,” he
said

Al (e next light, another 300C palled
alonguide and the jnqnlrmu mind also
mutored his window down.

“That ... " hi sturted to ask. Before he
could finish, we answered “Yup, the

slon in the Chrysler Mugn
B/T and a 6.1-liter; 425h.p. in the 300C
SRTS that's on sale now. (The Magnum
/T SRTE gues on sale this summer)
I a0 340-h.p. Hem| could attract 43
percent of all 300 sedan buyers to opt
for the high-performance and higher-
priced C version, Chrysier Ngured a
d25h.p. umdnwuuklmlln aven
more enthusiasts —

and maybe get
mmmtmmm» Ford

Mustang or
mmﬂhthamdm of Chrys-
ler's performance group headed by Dan

Knolt, director of street and truck rac-

Association spring
Tally,
The irack was a fitting vonue for
$000 SRTS testing, considering avery

mamalmmmumm
num or Jeep Grand Chernkoes form gets

Lhis is a serious englne,” Knol said,
PLEASE SEE MATEIA, PAGE 7

TEST DRIVE

2005 Chrysler 300C ST
‘Wheelbase: 120 inches

Langth: 196.8 Inches

Engine: 6.1-iter 425-h.p. Hemi V-8
Transmission:

Earning a pilot’s license requires a well-grounded student

laking a flier

- VR  rtaieir photo by Mech! Poig
at the Pab

Jerry Hermes examines the wing of a Beechoraft S

By Chuck Green
Spaciel to the Tribung

eff Omet used Lo love the

drive to school-and not

because he couldn't walt to

get to class,

"We drove by an airport,
and I've always been intrigued by
airplanes,” said Omet, of Arlington
Heights, who earned his private pilot's

license last November:

But at one time, piloting a plane seemed
ubout as within reach as a trip to the moon.
“T never thought it was something I could do.
Buit in college, 1 gol to lmow a family that was
very involved in aviztion, and I took a num-
ber of trips with them in small airplanes. It
opened up a whole new worid of beingable to
get 500 miles or 50 away guickly and easily"

He's not alone. According to the Federal
Aviation Administration, there were 87,296
student pilots at the start of 2004, up from
£5,801 through December 2002.

A willingness

instructor at Waukegan Wings at Wauksgan
Alrport.

Municipal Airport. Hermes Is working toward his pilot’s license.

COmet, who's In sales, had started of with-
kwmnnlmntmtmlhdﬂwﬂmwm't out a current medical certificate. "In other

right.
-Mmummnxmmwma PLEASE SEE'PILOTS, PAGE 5




PILOTS:
Certification
a multi-step
procedure

CONTINJED FROM FAGE 1

words, a pilot must be deemoed medically fit for
flight at regular intervalshy a [Avia-
tion Medical Examtner], the intervals to be de-
termined by the level of pilot certificate,” said
Elizaboeth Isham Cory. public affairs deputy in

tors who have taken raining through the FAA
;!r‘\:ﬁt;tqunﬂnedlumnmmwﬂmm

“For example, if a pilot wants to Oy large jets
[air ransport category], be or she must have s
Arst-class medical certificate, which means a
doctor's visit and approval every sizsmonths 4
private pilot has a third-class medical, which
means ke or she s examined every three years,
unuitluapcho when it becomes every two

years.”

Generally, individuals srarﬂns out as pilows
with a third-class medical certificate.

She added that PAA regulations dictate appli-

cants must beatleastlé tofly solo with astudent
gertificate and 17 to obtain & pllot's license,

perience. Their raining must coma from a cer-
tificated fight instructor.

Regardless of age, some fle £ pilots come
to schiools with unrealistic ,suid Jim Kwa-
sek, chief pilot for Palwaukee Flyers at Palwatl-
mmumwmmmmmm

“When people first come out, they want toboy
an adrplane, even if they've never bean in a
small airplane,” said Kwasek. “Until they get
experience, they don't imow what they're get-

ting into. Wbm.l.ghtaswullﬂ.udantwhmright_

away If they're cut out for ft."

That's where a total immersion Gight, which
Palwaukes Flyars conducts, comes in.

In atotal immersion flight, astudent pilot, un-
der the close supervision of an instructor. Is giv-
en control of an airplane in his fArst lesszon. He
or she hias to do just about emy‘mms. except

its,” a.clﬂndl{wasek
"[rthwmnolraaﬁymndytn lmntul:l\g It
washes them out rlght mm. though he
most students with whom schmiworksmn
ing resident Jecry Hermes, whe is
sajd ke found the total immersion

flight “exhilarating. You uww in a plane
ma
off, tcheck, I

and take off. 1 did a take

flew around, did turns, everything but land the

m. My 13-year-0id son got to go with me, He
it

Harmoes meﬂmmssnlonsm other sm-
dents' total immersion flight

“They encoura mmwmoutmd.uda
while other students are learning. You sit in the
back seat, whore youl can absorh a lot more than
wwn)mmmﬂmﬁmsem:ndmmolem

Froto or the Tooune Dy brizn Kerssy

muihch-i{ﬂnh:l gives Joel Truog a lesson at Waukegan Wings Fiying Club to help Truog pre-
forh :ztmh.

pare

all the rules they give vou as you'rs ploting the
plane yourself.”

And like bis job as a police officer iIn Wheel-
Ing, Harmes said learning to y. is a process,

“T've heen in law enforcement aimost 25
years, and I continue to go to classes, And fcan
se already that it [learning lo fly a small planej
is something you have to do on a regular basis,
+00. You have to keep your skills tuned. just Hie
[ do being a police officer”

At A&M Aviation in Bolingbrook, President
James Harvilchuck also thinks it's important to
tune in as early as possible to a student's poten-
tial as & pilot,

“Some people afrplane or motion sick-
ness, just as they'd get carsick. They don't seem
to think [t will happen to them. but if they getup
there and get motion sickness, being apilotisn't
really for them,” szid Harvilchuck. who noted
the ;a:st lor lessons is approximately $4,000 to
5,000,

According to Rwasei, the natlonal average
cost i around $5,000 to $8,000.

‘Hermas tries 1o got lessons in twice a month.

“It can be a little intimidaring, but [ really
want o do i, he satd, “It's not like taking an
elgab'racusswhenpouwema Icid and you just
dronded [t and wondered when you were ever
going to use it. This is something T want to do.”

So Hermes, is just dolng It

Omet can relate. “Tjust focused in on a sched-
ule whern | was tuking lessons, rain or shine,
ten days sweek and Tying to sneak outany oth-
er time [ could.”™

Harvilchuck said scheduling lessens s flex-
ibis, with some people doing &n hous or S0 once
g week and others logging three to fourhoursa
day,
~H you do an hour & week, it will take you
roughly o yeor to get done,” he said. *Very faw
people usuzlly pel done in 40 hours, and the
anes who do usually fiy five or six hours a
weak.”

is cartification to beceme an instructar for multiple-engine

{The FAA specifies that to get a private pilat
certificate with an airplane category and single
engine rating you must log at least 206 hours of

Jessons a couple of times a week, about two
Lours each, He pointad out that an extended pe-
;mcdhbntwm lessons can set some students
al
Wuhavulﬂmmgm.ﬂ:mnwmum
passes, you lese s Little then relearn some and
learn a little more. It's kind of taking steps to
completion. Some people take a year, some two
months. It's the ndividual schedule.”
Buor it's important for students to hit the
books as hard as they do the sky, Dickinson add-

ed.

“They have to do their ground course athome
=0 they get the most possible out of the actusl
fying tima."

1f student pilots do that, he noted, they prob-
ably can earn a license mmmdmnmﬁ:s

And liks most thinzs after the terrorist st
tacks In 2001, Harvilchuclk says it's gotten mare
comglicaied to get a pilot's license, particularly
for non-17.3, citizens,

*As far as getting a license, the requirements
bave not changed. What's changed is some of
the prerequisites, like , which, since
/11, students now must prove. For soms, it's
easy; for others, it's a litdle more difficult "

Hermes figured this wasas good a time es any'
to see his dream through,

“I don’t think there ever is a right time to
izarn to earn = Ucense, Even now, I'm eeiting
martied in June and we* regommbn‘yahnm
50 obviously, economically this ly lsn't
the [raau::tmne e do it But is there ever a
right time to do something like this? It's like
buying your frst house, You tell vourself you're
going to walt until you get a little more money
for & down payment. Meantime, interest rates
and home prices =] un.”
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