ENGL 212: Topics in Critical Writing
Theme: Technology and the Human Future: Creativity, Ethics, and Transformation
Winter 2025

	
	Meeting time
	Tuesday classroom
	Thursday classroom

	Section 03
	1:00-2:20 p.m.
	SE 206
	W 292

	Section 15
	10:00-11:20 a.m.
	W 216
	C 221



Professor: Dr. Kim Lacey (please, call me Kim!)		
Pronouns: she/her	
Office: Z 231B
E-mail: krlacey@svsu.edu 
In-person office hours: Tu/Th 11:45 a.m.-12:45 p.m. 
Online office hours (Teams): M/W 10:00-11:30 a.m. and by appointment		

Course description: 
This course explores the dynamic relationship between technology and society, focusing on how emerging innovations reshape our identities, creativity, and ethical responsibilities. Through speculative storytelling, debates, creative projects, and critical analysis, students will examine the promises and perils of AI, automation, and body augmentation. From imagining the world in 2050 to debating the ethical boundaries of technological progress, this course encourages students to think critically, engage creatively, and envision futures that balance innovation with humanity.

Course questions:
1. How do technological advancements shape, challenge, and redefine what it means to be human?
2. What ethical principles should guide the development and implementation of transformative technologies?
3. How does the integration of AI and automation into society influence creativity, labor, and power dynamics?
4. How can speculative thinking about technology help us prepare for and shape the future?

Required texts to access:
Texts and Media:
· R.U.R. by Karel Čapek
· They Say/I Say, 6th edition, by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein
· Films: Her, Coded Bias, AlphaGo, The Social Dilemma
· Black Mirror Episodes: "Rachel, Jack, and Ashley, Too," "Nosedive," "Be Right Back"

Required technology to access:
· ChatGPT (3.5 or 4.0): https://chat.openai.com/auth/login
· Claude: https://claude.ai/login
· Gemini: https://gemini.google.com/
· Dungeon AI
· Various AI-generated art sites
· Canvas
· Other tools as they are released and/or we deem interesting.

Course Phases
1. The Power of Algorithms and Data (Weeks 1-4)
2. Technology and Human Relationships (Weeks 5-8)
3. Machines That Think (Weeks 9-12)
4. Imagining Futures (Weeks 13-16)

Assignments
	Project
	Due Date
	Percentage of Final Grade

	Writing Journal and Participation
	30%

	In-class writing reflections†
	Varies
	2.5% each

	Participation (see note below) †
	Consistent
	5%

	Oxford-style group debate project
[bookmark: _Hlk187658449]Part 1 and Part 2 are group grades. All members of the group will receive the same grade.
	18%

	Part 1: Pre-Debate Research Packet* 
	Thursday, January 30
Tuesday, February 4
	5%

	Part 2: In-Class Group Debate†
	Thursday, February 6
	7%

	Part 3: Post-Debate Research Reflection* 
	Thursday, February 13
	6%

	AI Dungeon project
	14%

	Part 1: Story transcript*
	Thursday, February 27
	7%

	Part 2: Reflection with research*
	Thursday, February 27
	7%

	AI Art and Gallery Walk
	17% 

	Part 1: AI Art Creation and Analysis†
	Thursday, April 3
	6%

	Part 2: Artist’s Statement†
	Thursday, April 3
	5%

	Part 3: In-Class Gallery Walk†
	Thursday, April 3
	2%

	Part 4: Gallery Walk Reflection*
	Thursday, April 10
	4%

	Speculative Scenario for 2050
	21%

	Part 1: Research Summary* 
	Tuesday, April 29 (10:00 section)
Thursday, May 1 (1:00 section)
	5%

	Part 2: Speculative Scenario*
	Tuesday, April 29 (10:00 section)
Thursday, May 1 (1:00 section)
	8%

	Part 3: In-class Speculative Scenario Symposium Presentation† 
	Tuesday, April 29 (10:00 section)
Thursday, May 1 (1:00 section)
	8%


† Due in class by the start of class
*Due on Canvas by 11:59 p.m. 

A note on participation: the majority of our class time will be spent in conversation. We will begin each class with a short in-class writing (not to be confused with our journal entries, which will typically occur towards the end of class) about something to discuss for the day. I do not expect you to participate constantly, but I do ask you to participate regularly and with intention. 

Attendance: I will not be taking attendance in this class. However, a lot of our work will occur during class time. Missing class means missing work. Unless there are extenuating circumstances, if you miss class you cannot make up in-class work. 

Grading scale
↑95%: A              	              	
↑90%: A-               	         
↑87%: B+               	            
↑83%: B                	              	
↑80%: B-               	          
↑77%: C+               	            
↑73%: C              	            
↑60%: D               	              	
     0%:  F   

All grades will be posted on Canvas. I will not share grades on social media. 
	
Artificial Intelligence Policy
My goals for all of us will be to learn how AI tools can strengthen our writing when used responsibly. You are required to note and cite any place where you use AI. Failure to indicate this will result in a lower grade.

A note on the grading scale
SVSU does not assign C-, D+, D- grades. Anything below a 73% will result in a D. Anything below a 60% will result in a F. 

A note about extra credit and extensions
I do not give extra credit or extensions. Please complete all assignments to the best of your capabilities on time. However, I’m not a robot. If there are extenuating circumstances, please talk to me.

Late work is unacceptable
Please ensure that your work is submitted on time. The deadlines are clearly marked on all assignments and on the syllabus. Please note the majority of your writing will come from in-class work. If you arrive late and we have already completed an activity, you cannot receive credit for the activity. If you are absent and you miss in-class activities, you cannot receive credit for the activity. If you know a due date conflicts with something outside of class, plan ahead and submit your assignment early.  I will send a confirmation e-mail by 9 a.m. the next morning. If you do not receive a confirmation e-mail, I did not receive your paper. 

A note about potential online course meetings 
Unless the university closes, we will have class. If I “cancel” an in-person meeting, you will have some obligation for class in the form of an online activity or Teams meeting, the details of which I will circulate via email. If I know I must cancel in advance, I will also discuss the activity in class. If you do not complete that online activity on time, you will be marked absent for that day. These instances are rare, if they occur at all, but it is your responsibility to check your e-mail (at least once before class starts each day) for instructions.

This course section will not be recorded or broadcast online synchronously. It is a face-to-face course. Unless the university changes direction about the method of instruction, we will meet in-person. 

Technology policies
I encourage you to use whatever note taking system and digital devices you prefer. If, however, you choose to use a laptop or tablet, you are asked that it be used for class work and not for homework for your other classes or social activities. Phones must be turned silent during class time. You are required to be an active member of our learning community. Be aware that I will call on people at random if the discussion is dead. If you are not prepared to participate because you are distracted by technology, this may affect your final grade. 

You should be actively using some sort of cloud storage in which you can store and access your work from multiple locations. I recommend Dropbox or Google Drive. Additionally, as SVSU students, you have access to Microsoft One Drive. Not having access to your work is not an excuse for late work. Be prepared for all possibilities. 
[bookmark: _Hlk17357354]
Accessibility and Non-Discrimination Clause
Students who need accommodation are encouraged to meet with the instructor or contact the SVSU Office of Accessibility Resources and Accommodations (phone: 989-964-4168). SVSU does not discriminate based on race, religion, color, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, age, physical impairment, disability, or veteran status in the provision of education, employment, and other services.

A note about self-care
I am conscious of your educational experiences over the last several years, and if there is any way I can support you in our learning environment, please let me know. I’m here to help! 

A note about myself: 
In September, I was diagnosed with Bell’s palsy, which is facial paralysis. Half of my face is immobile causing my speech to be frequently slurred, my eye unable to blink, some hearing loss, and frequent pain and fatigue. There might be moments in class where I need to take breaks to rest my face. It shouldn’t interfere with our learning environment, but I want to give you a heads up! (Plus, you’ll probably notice my paralysis and I wanted to get ahead of it!)

Self-disclosure
You are under no obligation to self-disclose personal information about which you do not feel comfortable. 

Academic Integrity Policy
According to the SVSU Student Handbook, “Academic integrity is undermined whenever one is dishonest in the pursuit of knowledge.  Dishonesty takes many forms, including cheating, plagiarism, and other activities for undermining the educational process and will be reported to the Academic Conduct Board for further sanctions. Forms of plagiarism include directly transcribing (copying) without quotation and attribution, summarizing without attribution, paraphrasing or patchwork paraphrasing without attribution, patching electronic materials (including pictures, graphs, and/or charts) without attribution. I reserve the right to use Turn It In. In ENGL 212, deliberate plagiarism or cheating in any form will result in the grade of zero (0) for the entire assignment.
	
The full Academic Integrity Policy can be found here: http://www.svsu.edu/studentconductprograms/policies/academicintegritypolicy/

Even though we are using AI regularly this semester, please note that passing off anything written by AI as your own writing is considered plagiarism. To avoid this scenario, you need to indicate what is your writing and what is produced by AI.

Writing Center Information
One of the many advantages of this University is the Writing Center. You are strongly encouraged to meet with a tutor to discuss your writing. 
Drop-in Hours:
Monday:  9-5 & 4-7 Online
Tuesday:  11:30-4 & 4-7 Online
Wednesday:  9-5 & 4-7 Online
Thursday: 11:30-3 & 4-7 Online
Friday: 12 - 3
Course Calendar
This calendar is a good indicator of where I’d like the semester to go, but remaining flexible is something we will keep in mind!

I will fill in or some of the readings as we go! Sometimes we will need more time with certain aspects of genres and other times we won’t. 

Reading must be completed before class. If you repeatedly neglect the reading, your final grade will be impacted.

	Phase 1: The Power of Algorithms and Data 
Major project: Oxford-style group debate

	Tu, 1/14
	Welcome to 212!
Intro to semester
In-class writing (not graded!) and discussion

	Th, 1/16
	Introductions
Read before class: “History’s Greatest Technopanics” (infographic)
AI exercise

	Tu, 1/21
	Start watching The Social Dilemma in-class
Journal entry 1

	Th, 1/23
	Meet on Teams
Review Debate assignment
Finish watching The Social Dilemma in-class
Journal entry 2

	Tu, 1/28
	Start watching The Social Dilemma in-class
Journal entry 3
Begin watching Coded Bias in-class
Debrief: The Social Dilemma 

	Th, 1/30
	Read before class: They Say/I Say: Chapter 1: “They Say: Starting with What Others Are Saying” 
Finish watching The Social Dilemma in-class
Debrief: The Social Dilemma
Due: Pre-debate research packet

	Tu, 2/4
	Read before class: They Say/I Say Reading: Chapter 4: "Yes/No/Okay, But: Three Ways to Respond”
Prep for debate 
Finish watching Coded Bias in-class
Debrief: Coded Bias
Due: Pre-debate research packet 

	Th, 2/6
	Due: In-class group debate

	Phase 2: Technology and Human Relationships 
Major project; AI Dungeon interactive writing and reflection 

	Tu, 2/11
	Watch “Nosedive” in-class
Journal entry 4

	Th, 2/13
	Debrief: “Nosedive”
Read before class: They Say/I Say Reading: Chapter 6: "Skeptics May Object”

	Tu, 2/18
	No in-person class. See activities on Canvas.
Replika reading
Replika exercise 

	Th, 2/20
	Begin watching Her in-class
Journal entry 5

	Tu, 2/25
	Finish watching Her in-class
Debrief: Her

	Th, 2/27
	Watch “Be Right Back” in class
Journal entry 6
Debrief: Be Right Back”
Due: AI Dungeon story transcript
Due: Reflection with research

	Tu, 3/4
	No class: Spring break

	Th, 3/6
	No class: Spring break

	Phase 3: Machines That Think
Major project: AI art creation and gallery walk

	Tu, 3/11
	Review before class: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artificial_intelligence_art
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2023/dec/05/wizard-of-ai-artificial-intelligence-alan-warburton-dangers-film
Watch in class: “AI Art: How artists are using and confronting machine learning | How to See Like a Machine”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G2XdZIC3AM8
Read before class: They Say/I Say Reading: Chapter 3: "As He Himself Puts It: The Art of Quoting”

	Th, 3/13
	In-class workshop: developing AI art
Read before class: They Say/I Say, Chapter 10: "But Don't Get Me Wrong: The Art of Metacommentary"

	Tu, 3/18
	Begin watching AlphaGo in-class
Journal entry 7

	Th, 3/20
	Finish watching AlphaGo in-class
Debrief: AlphaGo

	Tu, 3/25
	Read before class: R.U.R., Act 1-2
Journal entry 8

	Th, 3/27
	R.U.R., Act 3-epilogue
Debrief: R.U.R.

	Tu, 4/1
	No-in person class. Work on AI Art project 

	Th, 4/3
	Due: AI Art Creation and Analysis
Due: In-class Gallery Walk
Due: Artist’s Statement

	Phase 4: Imagining Futures
Major project: Speculative scenario for 2050 and symposium

	Tu, 4/8
	Future scenarios brainstorming
Read before class: They Say/I Say, Chapter 7: "So What? Who Cares?"

	Th, 4/10
	Watch “Rachel, Zach, and Ashley, Too” in-class
Journal entry 9

	Tu, 4/15
	Debrief: “Rachel, Zach, and Ashley, Too”
Read before class: They Say/I Say, Chapter 11: "I Take Your Point: Entering Class Discussions"

	Th, 4/17
	Collaborative world building activity

	Tu, 4/22
	Rapid prototyping workshop
Journal entry 10

	Th, 4/24
	Complete evals
Symposium prep
Last day of class

	Tu, 4/29
	Due (10:00 section): In-class Speculative 2050 Symposium 

	Th, 5/1
	Due (1:00 section): in-class Speculative 2050 Symposium
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