
A gentleman looking out his window spotted a 

swarm of flies in his backyard.   When he went to 

investigate he discovered this little fellowé.all alone, not moving and 

covered in flies.  During transport he was warmed up so that work to 

save him could continue as soon as he arrived at GCWS.   The initial 

exam showed no physical injuries but he was covered in fly eggs.   If 

not removed quickly and allowed to hatch, the 

fly larvae would begin to consume him so work 

to remove the fly eggs as soon as possible was 

critical.  Fortunately, he could rest and sleep 

through most of this process.  Once that was under control, the poor thing had 

a mite breakout.  Apparently he also had mite eggs that hatched.  After several 

days of treatment, good nutrition and TLC, he was parasite free and standing on 

his own.  He is expected to make a full recovery.  
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Did You Know: 

¶ Wild gopher tortoises have 

a life span of 40-60 years.    

¶ Tortoises in captivity can 

live more than 100 years. 

¶ Gopher Tortoise eggs 

incubate for 90 days be-

fore hatching. 

¶ Skunks can run up to 10 

mph. 

¶ Skunks have a very keen 

sense of smell and hear-

ing. 

¶ Skunks have very poor 

eyesight being unable to 

see objects more than 

about 10 feet away. 

 

Giving native wildlife a second chance ... 

Goose Creek Wildlife Sanctuary, Inc. 

T his baby yellow-billed cuckoo is another first for Goose Creek Wild-

life Sanctuary, Inc.    He was found in a driveway with no nest in 

sight.   From the moment he opened his mouth begging for food, we knew 

he wasnõt one of the typical songbirds we receive on a regular basis and it 

took us a little bit to ID him.     

Yellow-billed cuckoos are members of the Cuculidae family (the same fami-

ly as road-runners).   In Southern United States, many people call them a 

rain crow or storm crow because of their tendency to call at the sound of thunder. 

 Some birds like yellow-billed cuckoos, have papillae in or around their 

mouths.   These are sometimes referred to as landing lights or runway lights 

and are thought to help guide the parent to the babyõs mouth when they are 

inside a dark nest (or in a dark tree in the case of some cavity dwellers).   As 

the baby grows, the papillae disappear.   And boy do these yellow-billed 

cuckoos grow fast.  The difference in the pictures to the right were only 8 

days apart!!! 

There are noticeable differences between the yellow-billed cuckoo and other 

songbirds from the very beginningé.egg laying.   Yellow-billed cuckoos 

eggs hatch asynchronously, meaning the mother bird starts incubating the 

first egg as soon as it is laid.  As she continues to lay eggs, as many as 5 days 

can pass between the first and last egg.   As the eggs begin to hatch, there 

can be as many as 5 days between each egg hatching.   Their eggs require 

only 9-11 days of incubation.    Both mom and dad sit on the eggs equally 

during the day, however dad takes the nightshift.   The growth timeframe of 

yellow-billed cuckoos are very different from most birds as well.   Chicks are 

born naked but become partly covered in pin feathers within 24 hours.   They are active within 10 

minutes of hatching.   When they are a couple of days old, the chicks can make a buzzing sound that 

resembles an insect.  A few days later, they can vocalize a low barking call when disturbed.  The young 

birds may leave the nest and climb about in branches after only about a week.   Because of the differ-
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S heõs like a hurricaneé..Catherine òCató Kynoch has been vol-unteering with Goose Creek Wildlife Sanctuary, Inc. for nine 

yearsé..amazing since sheõs only 23.   She started volunteering at 

14.  Her passion for helping animals started at a very early age and 

has stayed an important part of her life.  Whether itõs a mouse, an eagle, a chinchil-

la, a pig, a snake or an opossum, if an animal needs help, sheõs ready!   Cat helps 

GCWS raise orphaned wildlife, assists with cage cleaning, prepares wildlife diets, 

grocery shops, performs rescues and releases and now helps train new volunteers.   

She doesnõt think twice when itõs time to catch an adult red-tailed hawk in their 

outdoor cage to take to the vet for a follow-up or a snake that needs to be held for 

medical attention.  Sheõs always willing to help with anything we need.   Her love 

for helping animals guides her in her professional life as well.   She volunteered at 

the Tallahassee Museum for eighteen months and now works at Cross Creek Ani-

mal Clinic (CCAC) while still volunteering with GCWS.  (Weõre not sure when she 

sleeps!)   Now that she works for Dr. Hale at 

CCAC, she helps care for wildlife dropped 

off there and transports animals to and from the clinic.  Even after working a 

10 hour shift, Cat still swings by to help with evening feedings.   òI know that 

the baby Iõm feeding wouldnõt be alive if people like me didnõt take those extra 

minutes out of their day to care for and feed them.  I truly take joy in caring 

for wildlife.ó  And Catherine...it shows!      

When sheõs at Goose Creek Wildlife Sanctuary, just donõt get in her way be-

cause sheõs like a hurricane moving through checking on, cleaning and feeding 

everyone.   We appreciate you!!! 

It Takes a Village 

ence in time between the eggs hatching and speed in which they develop and leave the nest, the oldest 

sibling might fledge before the last egg hatches.  Dad will continue to care for the first offspring while 

mom will care for the last one.  Yellow-billed cuckoos can fly about 3 weeks after hatching.   

Yellow-billed cuckoos are common in the Eastern US, but are more commonly heard than seen.    They 

spend most of their time in the thick canopy of trees searching for their food of choiceé.caterpillars.  

Individual cuckoos eat thousands of caterpillars per season and may eat as many as 100 at one sitting.   

They supplement this diet with beetles, ants, spiders, small wild fruits and seeds.   While most songbirds cannot eat caterpillars with hair-

like setae, cuckoos can consume them because they have the ability to shed their abdominal lining.   The cuckoo actually sheds the stom-

ach lining and disgorges a pellet in a manner very similar to owls.   At first glance, the yellow-billed cuckoo may look like the average 

songbird but it is definitely different in many ways.   Weõve all heard the adage òNever judge a book by its cover.ó   Never judge a song-

bird by the way it looks. 

�'�R�Q�·�W���N�L�G�Q�D�S������Every year we receive numerous fledglings, fawns and other babies that were doing exactly what they were supposed 

to be doing when a well-meaning person took them away from their family.   Fledgling birds leave the nest before they can fly.   Fawns 

are left alone for most of the day for safety while the mother forages for food.  Some baby mammals are small when they venture out on 

their own.  If you arenõt 100% certain an animal needs rescuing, watch before you intervene.  If you arenõt sure, call us for advice.   Text 

us a picture.  Let us help you make the best decision for that animal.  Wildlife is much better off with their parents when possible. 

�'�R�Q�·�W���S�O�D�\���Z�L�W�K���Z�L�O�G�O�L�I�H������Every year, we take in wildlife that die because they were òcute.ó  Last year, even after being advised not 

to touch them, two baby raccoons were played with because they were òtoo cute not to.ó  Someone was scratched, nothing ma-

joré.except now both babies were required to be euthanized (not by GCWS, but by The Florida Health Department) and tested for 

rabies.  Last year we also received a nest of birds that came to us after parents thought it would be a good lesson for their kids to take 

care of them for a few days.   The babies had broken legs and were malnourished.  Not a good lesson.  DONõT PLAY WITH WILD-

LIFE.  DONõT ATTEMPT TO RAISE WILDLIFE.  PLEASE!!!  Itõs hard enough for these animals (and itõs illegal).  Please donõt make 

it harder simply to satisfy your curiosity.  If you want to help them become a volunteer at a licensed wildlife rehabilitation center. 


