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Our Annual | t 06s -Ba |IMeeld oGwckoo (and
T-shirt Contest his baby yellowilled cuckoo is another first for Goose Creek WIS o
life Sanctuary, Inc. He was found in a driveway with no nest &
Is B&Ck/././ sight. From the moment he opened his mouth begging for food, wiss " 2,
Help us design our 202h e wasndt one of the typical s : rec
shirt, took us a little bit to ID him. >
See /’75_9” for Yellowbilled cuckoos are members of the Cuculidae family (the sa i
detalls. ly as roadlunners). In Southern United States, many people call them a
rain crow or storm crow because of their tendency to call at the sound of tr*Jr#uewaI dayf
Some birds like yelldvilled cuckoos, have papillae in or around their
mouths. These are sometimes referred to as landing lights or runw
~|and are thought to help guide o t

inside a dark nest (or in a dark tree in the case of some cavity dwell

, R | the baby grows, the papillae disappear. And boy do theséiffetlow
‘2‘ 4 cuckoos grow fast. The difference in the pictures to the right were o

days apart!!!

There are noticeable differences between the-pélémhcuckoo and oth
songbirds from the ver ybilddeugkoasn i n%@h‘[cﬁa)?sgate aying
eggs hatch asynchronously, meaning the mother bird starts incubati I‘l'“l’ I’I' ’

first egg as soon as it is laid. As she continues to lay eggs, as man
] can pass between the first and last egg. As the eggs begin to hatc _—<=
| can be as many as 5 days between each egg hatching. Their eggs ,d"'* ”‘ i

only 911 days of incubation. Both mom and dad sit on the eggs eqRll|-N8 :

yellowbilled cuckoos are very different from most birds as well. Chid
born naked but become partly covered in pin feathers within 24 hours. They are active within 10

foree 'mf) e ' swarm of flies in his backyard. When he went to

_ - ' > i nvestigate he discovered |
IG;’ ° E bat ZO ‘ L 90 % covered in flies. During transport he was warmed up so that work to
fore hatching. s save him could continue as soon as he arrived at GCWS. The |nitial
Shou ks man o \ exam showed no physical injuries but he was covered in fly eggs.
mp h . i not removed quickly and allowed to hatch, pae =
Skunks have a v fly larvae would begin to consume him so ;
sense of smell to remove the fly eggs as soon as possiblej

ing. critical. Fortunately, he could rest and slee
LTINS RS | through most of this process. Once that was under control, the poor thi
RSN Jh B o mite breakout. Apparently he also had mite eggs that hatched. After
PRGN IR | day's of treatment, good nutrition and TLC, he was parasite free and stg

his own. He is expected to make a full recovery.
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1t .0 siovaBivlelleldo wCuick o ovci(andd Theydre Cuckoo) co
ence in time between the eggs hatching and speed in which they develop and leave the nest,
sibling might fledge before the last egg hatches. Dad will continue to care for the first offsprin
mom will care for the last one. YeHoilled cuckoos can fly about 3 weeks after hatching.

Yellowbilled cuckoos are common in the Eastern US, but are more commonly heard than see
spend most of their time in the thick cangd
Individual cuckoos eat thousands of caterpillars per season and may eat as many as 100 at one sitting.

They supplement this diet with beetles, ants, spiders, small wild fruits and seeds. While most songbirds calarstveitth tatierpi

like setae, cuckoos can consume them because they have the ability to shed their abdominal lining. The cuckothadcioaiy shed
ach lining and disgorges a pellet in a manner very similar to owls. At first glance;tllegeallmkoo may look likesthverage
songbird but it is definitely different in many jwigeysong- We
bird by the way it looks.

'RQ-W NL GEy®\Syear we receive numerous fledglings, fawns and other babies that were doing exactly what they were supp
to be doing when a wefleaning person took them away from their family. Fledgling birds leave the nest before thEgwas fly.

are left alone for most of the day for safety while the mother forages for food. Some baby mammals are small wiressuthay ventu
their own. I f you arend6t 100% certain an ani maladice €fexs| r e s
us a picture. Let us help you make the best decision for that animal. Wildlife is much better off with their pawsgitewhen p

'RQ:-W SOD\ ZLWKEALOGY LYHar, we take in wildlife that die beca
to touch them, two baby raccoons were played with becajuse
joré.except now both babies were required to be euthan|lizec
rabies. Last year we also received a nest of birds that came to us after parents thought it would be a good ledsda fake¢heir
care of them for a few days. The babies had broken |le
LI FE. DONS6T ATTEMPT TO RAI SE WILDLI FE. PLEASE! !! | t|0
it harder simply to satisfy your curiosity. If you want to help them become a volunteer at a licensed wildlife remabilitatio

heds |ike a hurricaneé. . C/fther
I an unteering with Goose Creek Wildlife Sanctuary, Inc. for r § 2
It Takes a'\/Illa'gyearsé. .amazing since shedsfonl

14. Her passion for helping animals started at a very early a| § land
|lhas stayed an i mportant part of HE r |
Il a, a pig, a snake or an opossum,f§f if
| GCWS raise orphaned wildlife, assists with cage cleaning, prepares wildli §f diets,
grocery shops, performs rescues and releases and now helps train new v § inteers.
|She doesndt think twice-taletmawkintheid sff t i m
outdoor cage to take to the vet for a follgpnor a snake that needs to be held § or
medi cal attention. Shebds al ways il
for helping animals guides her in her professional life as well. She voluni § ired at
the Tallahassee Museum for eighteen months and now works at Cross Ci § tk Ani-
ma | Clinic (CCAC) while still wvol nt e
sleeps!) Now that she works for Dr. Hale at
CCAC, she helps care for wildlife droppdd
off there and transports animals to and from the clinic. Even after working a
10 hour shift, Cat still swings| by [ ev
the baby 1 6m feeding wouldnoét ble alive i e |
minutes out of their day to care for and feed them. | truly take joy in caring
for wildlife.o And Catherine. .|l it shows!

When sheds at Goose Creek Wi ldllife Sanctuary, ust
cause shedos |li ke a hurricane mojving through ¢ c ki
everyone. We appreciate you!!!




