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SUMMARY 

Public Health and Other Related Provisions in 
P.L 115-271, the SUPPORT for Patients and 
Communities Act 
On October 24, 2018, President Donald J. Trump signed into law H.R. 6, the Substance 
Use-Disorder Prevention that Promotes Opioid Recovery and Treatment for Patients and 
Communities Act (P.L. 115-271; the SUPPORT for Patients and Communities Act, or 
the SUPPORT Act).   

The SUPPORT Act is a sweeping measure designed to address widespread 
overprescribing and abuse of opioids in the United States. The act includes provisions 
involving law enforcement, public health, and health care financing and coverage. 
Broadly, the legislation imposes tighter oversight of opioid production and distribution; 
imposes additional reporting and safeguards to address fraud; and limits coverage of 
prescription opioids, while expanding coverage of and access to opioid addiction treatment services. The law also 
authorizes a number of programs that seek to expand consumer education on opioid use and train additional 
providers to treat individuals with opioid use disorders. 

The SUPPORT Act builds on recent efforts by the federal government to address the opioid epidemic, including 
the Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act of 2016 (CARA; P.L. 114-198) and the 21st Century Cures Act 
(Cures Act; P.L. 114-255). CARA addressed substance use issues broadly, targeting the opioid crisis 
predominantly through public health and law enforcement strategies. The Cures Act, enacted that same year, 
largely focused on medical innovation, but it also authorized additional funding to combat opioid addiction and 
included provisions addressing various mental health and substance use activities.  

CRS is publishing a series of reports on the SUPPORT Act, which consists of eight titles. This report summarizes 
the provisions in Title VII and VIII of the SUPPORT Act. Title VII, Public Health Provisions, includes a number 
of provisions that seek to improve the information collected about opioid abuse and increase access to treatment 
by supporting treatment programs and providers, among other things. Title VIII, Miscellaneous, includes, among 
others, provisions related to child welfare, the Department of Justice (DOJ), and drug testing required by the 
Department of Transportation (DOT). It also includes several revenue-related provisions and the budget effects of 
this act and also describes Section 4003, an offset included in Title IV related to individuals who seek a religious 
exemption from the requirement to maintain health insurance coverage.  
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Section 7002: First Responder Training  

Background 
PHSA Section 546 requires the Secretary to award grants to states, local government entities, 
Indian Tribes and tribal organizations to train and provide resources to first responders and others 
to administer FDA approved or cleared drugs or devices for emergency treatment in cases of a 
known or suspected opioid overdose. The section also includes grants for technical assistance and 
training on the use of these approved drugs, requires that grants be awarded to entities in both 
urban and rural areas, and requires a program evaluation as specified. The section had authorized 
an appropriation of $12 million for each of FY2017-FY2021. In FY2017, SAMHSA awarded 21 
four-year cooperative agreements for up to $11.2 million each year. No new agreements were 
made in FY2018.14  

Provision 
Section 7002 amends PHSA Section 546 to permit grant funds to be used to provide training and 
resources to first responders and other “key community sectors,” as defined, about safety around 
fentanyl, carfentanil, and other dangerous licit and illicit drugs. Grants may also be used to 
provide technical assistance about how first responders and other “key community sectors” can 
better protect themselves in the event of exposure to such drugs. The provision defines “key 
community sectors” as SUD treatment providers and emergency medical service agencies, among 
others. The section extends and increases the annual authorization of appropriations. Specifically, 
it increases the amount of the program’s appropriation from $12 million annually to $36 million 
annually and makes this new amount effective for each of FY2019 through FY2023. 

Subtitle B: Pilot Program for Public Health Laboratories to Detect 
Fentanyl and Other Synthetic Opioids 

Section 7011: Pilot Program for Public Health Laboratories to Detect Fentanyl 
and Other Synthetic Opioids 

Background 
Public health and law enforcement agencies at the federal, state, and local levels operate 
laboratories for different purposes. Public health laboratories are primarily responsible for 
monitoring and detecting health threats such as infectious diseases, contaminants, and 
bioterrorism agents, and may also receive specimens from health care facilities for analysis.15 
Laboratories run by law enforcement agencies—forensic laboratories—conduct analyses to assist 
with crime investigations, such as for suspected controlled substances or crime scene 
investigation.16 Federal agencies such as the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

                                                 
14 HHS, SAMHSA, “First Responders—Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act Cooperative Agreements,” 
https://www.samhsa.gov/grants/grant-announcements/sp-17-005.  
15 Association of Public Health Laboratories, “About Public Health Laboratories,” at 
https://www.aphl.org/aboutAPHL/pages/aboutphls.aspx. 
16 United States Drug Enforcement Administration, “Laboratories,” at https://www.dea.gov/laboratories. 
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and the DEA provide scientific, technical, and administrative support to laboratories at the state 
and local levels.17  

Provision  
Section 7011 requires the Secretary to award grants to federal, state, and local agencies to 
coordinate public health laboratories and laboratories operated by law enforcement agencies—
such as Customs and Border Protection (CBP) and DEA—to improve the detection of synthetic 
opioids. The Secretary must, in consultation with other specified federal agencies, develop or 
identify (1) best practices for the safety and quality of synthetic opioid testing, with respect to 
reference materials, instrument calibration, and quality control protocols; (2) reference materials 
and quality control standards to enhance clinical diagnostics, postmortem data collection, and 
portable testing equipment; and (3) procedures for identifying and reporting new and emerging 
synthetic opioid formulations. Laboratories receiving grants must follow these best practices and 
cooperate with law enforcement and public health authorities in diagnostic testing, investigations, 
tracking of trends, and related activities. Section 7011 authorizes to be appropriated $15 million 
for each of FY2019 through FY2023 to carry out this section. 

Subtitle C: Indexing Narcotics, Fentanyl, and Opioids 

Section 7021: Establishment of Substance Use Disorder Information 
Dashboard 

Background 
Several federal agencies within HHS provide information on substance use disorder prevention, 
treatment, and recovery—including guidelines, best practices, and resources on evidence-based 
interventions.18 SAMHSA, for instance, makes information it collects and develops publicly 
available through, among other things, public health campaigns that provide information on 
behavioral health issues including specific SUDs.19 However, no centralized public location for 
consumers and professionals to comprehensively access such information currently exists.  

Provision 
Section 7021 creates a new PHSA Section 1711 entitled “Establishment of Substance Use 
Disorder Information Dashboard.” The new section requires the Secretary, in consultation with 
the Director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP), to establish, make available 
on the HHS website, and periodically update a public information dashboard that coordinates 
HHS actions on prevention and treatment strategies related to reducing opioid and other 
substance use disorders. The dashboard is to include (1) links to HHS substance use disorder 
programs; (2) access to data from multiple specified sources regarding substance use disorder 
prevention, treatment, and recovery; (3) data on prevention and treatment strategies in different 
regions of the United States, as specified; (4) information on alternatives to controlled substances 
for pain management; and (5) guidelines and best practices for health care providers in the 

                                                 
17 Several CDC components provide public health laboratory support, including the Division of Laboratory Systems, 
https://www.cdc.gov/ophss/csels/dls/about-us.html. For information on DEA support to forensic laboratories see 
https://www.dea.gov/forensic-sciences. 
18 For example, CDC, NIH including the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA), the FDA, and SAMHSA.  
19 For example, see HHS, SAMHSA, “Programs and Campaigns,” https://www.samhsa.gov/programs-campaigns.  
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H. R. 133 

One Hundred Sixteenth Congress 
of the 

United States of America 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Friday, 
the third day of January, two thousand and twenty 

An Act 
Making consolidated appropriations for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2021, 

providing coronavirus emergency response and relief, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Consolidated Appropriations 
Act, 2021’’. 
SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

Sec. 1. Short title. 
Sec. 2. Table of contents. 
Sec. 3. References. 
Sec. 4. Explanatory statement. 
Sec. 5. Statement of appropriations. 
Sec. 6. Availability of funds. 
Sec. 7. Adjustments to compensation. 
Sec. 8. Definition. 
Sec. 9. Office of Management and Budget Reporting Requirement. 

DIVISION A—AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG 
ADMINISTRATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2021 

Title I—Agricultural Programs 
Title II—Farm Production and Conservation Programs 
Title III—Rural Development Programs 
Title IV—Domestic Food Programs 
Title V—Foreign Assistance and Related Programs 
Title VI—Related Agency and Food and Drug Administration 
Title VII—General Provisions 

DIVISION B—COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE, AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2021 

Title I—Department of Commerce 
Title II—Department of Justice 
Title III—Science 
Title IV—Related Agencies 
Title V—General Provisions 

DIVISION C—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2021 
Title I—Military Personnel 
Title II—Operation and Maintenance 
Title III—Procurement 
Title IV—Research, Development, Test and Evaluation 
Title V—Revolving and Management Funds 
Title VI—Other Department of Defense Programs 
Title VII—Related Agencies 
Title VIII—General Provisions 
Title IX—Overseas Contingency Operations 
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H. R. 133—2 

DIVISION D—ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOPMENT AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2021 

Title I—Corps of Engineers—Civil 
Title II—Department of the Interior 
Title III—Department of Energy 
Title IV—Independent Agencies 
Title V—General Provisions 

DIVISION E—FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2021 

Title I—Department of the Treasury 
Title II—Executive Office of the President and Funds Appropriated to the President 
Title III—The Judiciary 
Title IV—District of Columbia 
Title V—Independent Agencies 
Title VI—General Provisions—This Act 
Title VII—General Provisions—Government-wide 
Title VIII—General Provisions—District of Columbia 
Title IX—General Provision—Emergency Funding 

DIVISION F—DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2021 

Title I—Departmental Management, Operations, Intelligence, and Oversight 
Title II—Security, Enforcement, and Investigations 
Title III—Protection, Preparedness, Response, and Recovery 
Title IV—Research, Development, Training, and Services 
Title V—General Provisions 

DIVISION G—DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, ENVIRONMENT, AND 
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2021 

Title I—Department of the Interior 
Title II—Environmental Protection Agency 
Title III—Related Agencies 
Title IV—General Provisions 

DIVISION H—DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR, HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, 
AND EDUCATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2021 

Title I—Department of Labor 
Title II—Department of Health and Human Services 
Title III—Department of Education 
Title IV—Related Agencies 
Title V—General Provisions 

DIVISION I—LEGISLATIVE BRANCH APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2021 
Title I—Legislative Branch 
Title II—General Provisions 

DIVISION J—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, VETERANS AFFAIRS, AND 
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2021 

Title I—Department of Defense 
Title II—Department of Veterans Affairs 
Title III—Related Agencies 
Title IV—Overseas Contingency Operations 
Title V—General Provisions 

DIVISION K—DEPARTMENT OF STATE, FOREIGN OPERATIONS, AND 
RELATED PROGRAMS APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2021 

Title I—Department of State and Related Agency 
Title II—United States Agency for International Development 
Title III—Bilateral Economic Assistance 
Title IV—International Security Assistance 
Title V—Multilateral Assistance 
Title VI—Export and Investment Assistance 
Title VII—General Provisions 
Title VIII—Nita M. Lowey Middle East Partnership for Peace Act of 2020 
Title IX—Emergency Funding and Other Matters 

DIVISION L—TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT, 
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2021 

Title I—Department of Transportation 
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H. R. 133—3 

Title II—Department of Housing and Urban Development 
Title III—Related Agencies 
Title IV—General Provisions—This Act 

DIVISION M—CORONAVIRUS RESPONSE AND RELIEF SUPPLEMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2021 

DIVISION N—ADDITIONAL CORONAVIRUS RESPONSE AND RELIEF 

DIVISION O—EXTENSIONS AND TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS 
Title I—Immigration Extensions 
Title II—Commission on Black Men and Boys Corrections 
Title III—U.S. Customs and Border Protection Authority to Accept Donations Exten-

sion 
Title IV—Livestock Mandatory Reporting Extension 
Title V—Soil Health and Income Protection Pilot Program Extension 
Title VI—United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement Implementation Act Technical 

Corrections 
Title VII—Deputy Architect of the Capitol Amendments 
Title VIII—Pandemic Response Accountability Committee Amendments 
Title IX—Adjustment of Status for Liberian Nationals Extension 
Title X—Clean Up the Code Act of 2019 
Title XI—Amendments to Provisions Relating to Child Care Centers 
Title XII—Alaska Natives Extension 
Title XIII— Open Technology Fund Opportunity to Contest Proposed Debarment 
Title XIV—Budgetary Effects 

DIVISION P—NATIONAL BIO AND AGRO-DEFENSE FACILITY ACT OF 2020 

DIVISION Q—FINANCIAL SERVICES PROVISIONS AND INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY 

DIVISION R—PROTECTING OUR INFRASTRUCTURE OF PIPELINES AND 
ENHANCING SAFETY ACT OF 2020 

DIVISION S—INNOVATION FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 

DIVISION T—SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN WOMEN’S HISTORY MUSEUM ACT 
AND NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN LATINO 

DIVISION U—HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 
PROVISIONS 

DIVISION V—AIRCRAFT CERTIFICATION, SAFETY, AND ACCOUNTABILITY 

DIVISION W—INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2021 

DIVISION X—SUPPORTING FOSTER YOUTH AND FAMILIES THROUGH THE 
PANDEMIC 

DIVISION Y—AMERICAN MINER BENEFITS IMPROVEMENT 

DIVISION Z—ENERGY ACT OF 2020 

DIVISION AA—WATER RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2020 

DIVISION BB—PRIVATE HEALTH INSURANCE AND PUBLIC HEALTH 
PROVISIONS 

DIVISION CC—HEALTH EXTENDERS 

DIVISION DD—MONTANA WATER RIGHTS PROTECTION ACT 

DIVISION EE—TAXPAYER CERTAINTY AND DISASTER TAX RELIEF ACT OF 
2020 

DIVISION FF—OTHER MATTER 
Title I—Continuing Education at Affected Foreign Institutions and Modification of 

Certain Protections for Taxpayer Return Information 
Title II—Public Lands 
Title III—Foreign Relations and Department of State Provisions 
Title IV—Senate Sergeant at Arms Cloud Services 
Title V— Repeal of Requirement to Sell Certain Federal Property in Plum Island, 

New York 
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H. R. 133—4 

Title VI— Preventing Online Sales of E-Cigarettes to Children 
Title VII—FAFSA Simplification 
Title VIII—Access to Death Information Furnished to or Maintained by the Social 

Security Administration 
Title IX—Telecommunications and Consumer Protection 
Title X—Bankruptcy Relief 
Title XI—Western Water and Indian Affairs 
Title XII—Horseracing Integrity and Safety 
Title XIII—Community Development Block Grants 
Title XIV—COVID–19 Consumer Protection Act 
Title XV—American COMPETE Act 
Title XVI—Recording of Obligations 
Title XVII—Sudan Claims Resolution 
Title XVIII—Theodore Roosevelt Presidential Library Conveyance Act of 2020 
Title XIX—United States-Mexico Economic Partnership Act 
Title XX—Consumer Product Safety Commission Port Surveillance 
Title XXI—COVID–19 Regulatory Relief and Work From Home Safety Act 

SEC. 3. REFERENCES. 

Except as expressly provided otherwise, any reference to ‘‘this 
Act’’ contained in any division of this Act shall be treated as 
referring only to the provisions of that division. 
SEC. 4. EXPLANATORY STATEMENT. 

The explanatory statement regarding this Act, printed in the 
House section of the Congressional Record on or about December 
21, 2020, and submitted by the Chairwoman of the Committee 
on Appropriations of the House, shall have the same effect with 
respect to the allocation of funds and implementation of divisions 
A through L of this Act as if it were a joint explanatory statement 
of a committee of conference. 
SEC. 5. STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

The following sums in this Act are appropriated, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2021. 
SEC. 6. AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS. 

(a) Each amount designated in this Act by the Congress as 
an emergency requirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 
shall be available (or rescinded, if applicable) only if the President 
subsequently so designates all such amounts and transmits such 
designations to the Congress. 

(b) Each amount designated in this Act by the Congress for 
Overseas Contingency Operations/Global War on Terrorism pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and Emergency 
Deficit Control Act of 1985 shall be available (or rescinded, if 
applicable) only if the President subsequently so designates all 
such amounts and transmits such designations to the Congress. 
SEC. 7. ADJUSTMENTS TO COMPENSATION. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no adjustment 
shall be made under section 601(a) of the Legislative Reorganization 
Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 4501) (relating to cost of living adjustments 
for Members of Congress) during fiscal year 2021. 
SEC. 8. DEFINITION. 

In divisions A through M of this Act, the term ‘‘coronavirus’’ 
means SARS–CoV–2 or another coronavirus with pandemic poten-
tial. 
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SEC. 117. Paragraph (1) under the heading ‘‘Department of
Labor—Veterans Employment and Training’’ of title I of division A
of Public Law 116–94 is amended by striking ‘‘obligation by the
States through December 31, 2020’’ and inserting ‘‘expenditure by
the States through September 30, 2022’’.

SEC. 118. The amounts provided by the first proviso following
paragraph (6) under the heading ‘‘Department of Labor—Employ-
ment and Training Administration—State Unemployment Insur-
ance and Employment Service Operations’’ in title I of this Act are
designated by the Congress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Department of Labor Appropria-
tions Act, 2021’’.

TITLE II

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

HEALTH RESOURCES AND SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

PRIMARY HEALTH CARE

For carrying out titles II and III of the Public Health Service Act
(referred to in this Act as the ‘‘PHS Act’’) with respect to primary
health care and the Native Hawaiian Health Care Act of 1988,
$1,683,772,000: Provided, That no more than $1,000,000 shall be
available until expended for carrying out the provisions of section
224(o) of the PHS Act: Provided further, That no more than
$120,000,000 shall be available until expended for carrying out
subsections (g) through (n) and (q) of section 224 of the PHS Act,
and for expenses incurred by the Department of Health and
Human Services (referred to in this Act as ‘‘HHS’’) pertaining to
administrative claims made under such law.

HEALTH WORKFORCE

For carrying out titles III, VII, and VIII of the PHS Act with re-
spect to the health workforce, sections 1128E and 1921 of the So-
cial Security Act, and the Health Care Quality Improvement Act of
1986, $1,224,006,000: Provided, That sections 751(j)(2) and 762(k)
of the PHS Act and the proportional funding amounts in para-
graphs (1) through (4) of section 756(f) of the PHS Act shall not
apply to funds made available under this heading: Provided fur-
ther, That for any program operating under section 751 of the PHS
Act on or before January 1, 2009, the Secretary of Health and
Human Services (referred to in this title as the ‘‘Secretary’’) may
hereafter waive any of the requirements contained in sections
751(d)(2)(A) and 751(d)(2)(B) of such Act for the full project period
of a grant under such section: Provided further, That no funds shall
be available for section 340G–1 of the PHS Act: Provided further,
That fees collected for the disclosure of information under section
427(b) of the Health Care Quality Improvement Act of 1986 and
sections 1128E(d)(2) and 1921 of the Social Security Act shall be
sufficient to recover the full costs of operating the programs au-
thorized by such sections and shall remain available until ex-
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1532

chase and implementation of telehealth services, including pilots
and demonstrations on the use of electronic health records to co-
ordinate rural veterans care between rural providers and the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs electronic health record system: Pro-
vided further, That notwithstanding section 338J(k) of the PHS
Act, $12,500,000 shall be available for State Offices of Rural
Health: Provided further, That $10,500,000 shall remain available
through September 30, 2023, to support the Rural Residency Devel-
opment Program: Provided further, That $110,000,000 shall be for
the Rural Communities Opioids Response Program.

FAMILY PLANNING

For carrying out the program under title X of the PHS Act to
provide for voluntary family planning projects, $286,479,000: Pro-
vided, That amounts provided to said projects under such title shall
not be expended for abortions, that all pregnancy counseling shall
be nondirective, and that such amounts shall not be expended for
any activity (including the publication or distribution of literature)
that in any way tends to promote public support or opposition to
any legislative proposal or candidate for public office.

PROGRAM MANAGEMENT

For program support in the Health Resources and Services Ad-
ministration, $155,300,000: Provided, That funds made available
under this heading may be used to supplement program support
funding provided under the headings ‘‘Primary Health Care’’,
‘‘Health Workforce’’, ‘‘Maternal and Child Health’’, ‘‘Ryan White
HIV/AIDS Program’’, ‘‘Health Care Systems’’, and ‘‘Rural Health’’.

VACCINE INJURY COMPENSATION PROGRAM TRUST FUND

For payments from the Vaccine Injury Compensation Program
Trust Fund (the ‘‘Trust Fund’’), such sums as may be necessary for
claims associated with vaccine-related injury or death with respect
to vaccines administered after September 30, 1988, pursuant to
subtitle 2 of title XXI of the PHS Act, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That for necessary administrative expenses, not
to exceed $11,200,000 shall be available from the Trust Fund to the
Secretary.

CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION

IMMUNIZATION AND RESPIRATORY DISEASES

For carrying out titles II, III, XVII, and XXI, and section 2821
of the PHS Act, titles II and IV of the Immigration and Nationality
Act, and section 501 of the Refugee Education Assistance Act, with
respect to immunization and respiratory diseases, $448,805,000.

HIV/AIDS, VIRAL HEPATITIS, SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES, AND
TUBERCULOSIS PREVENTION

For carrying out titles II, III, XVII, and XXIII of the PHS Act
with respect to HIV/AIDS, viral hepatitis, sexually transmitted dis-
eases, and tuberculosis prevention, $1,314,056,000.
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EMERGING AND ZOONOTIC INFECTIOUS DISEASES

For carrying out titles II, III, and XVII, and section 2821 of the
PHS Act, titles II and IV of the Immigration and Nationality Act,
and section 501 of the Refugee Education Assistance Act, with re-
spect to emerging and zoonotic infectious diseases, $596,272,000:
Provided, That of the amounts made available under this heading,
up to $1,000,000 shall remain available until expended to pay for
the transportation, medical care, treatment, and other related costs
of persons quarantined or isolated under Federal or State quar-
antine law.

CHRONIC DISEASE PREVENTION AND HEALTH PROMOTION

For carrying out titles II, III, XI, XV, XVII, and XIX of the PHS
Act with respect to chronic disease prevention and health pro-
motion, $1,021,714,000: Provided, That funds made available under
this heading may be available for making grants under section
1509 of the PHS Act for not less than 21 States, tribes, or tribal
organizations: Provided further, That of the funds made available
under this heading, $15,000,000 shall be available to continue and
expand community specific extension and outreach programs to
combat obesity in counties with the highest levels of obesity: Pro-
vided further, That the proportional funding requirements under
section 1503(a) of the PHS Act shall not apply to funds made avail-
able under this heading.

BIRTH DEFECTS, DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, DISABILITIES AND
HEALTH

For carrying out titles II, III, XI, and XVII of the PHS Act with
respect to birth defects, developmental disabilities, disabilities and
health, $167,810,000.

PUBLIC HEALTH SCIENTIFIC SERVICES

For carrying out titles II, III, and XVII of the PHS Act with re-
spect to health statistics, surveillance, health informatics, and
workforce development, $591,997,000.

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

For carrying out titles II, III, and XVII of the PHS Act with re-
spect to environmental health, $205,850,000.

INJURY PREVENTION AND CONTROL

For carrying out titles II, III, and XVII of the PHS Act with re-
spect to injury prevention and control, $682,879,000.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH

For carrying out titles II, III, and XVII of the PHS Act, sections
101, 102, 103, 201, 202, 203, 301, and 501 of the Federal Mine
Safety and Health Act, section 13 of the Mine Improvement and
New Emergency Response Act, and sections 20, 21, and 22 of the
Occupational Safety and Health Act, with respect to occupational
safety and health, $345,300,000.
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ENERGY EMPLOYEES OCCUPATIONAL ILLNESS COMPENSATION
PROGRAM

For necessary expenses to administer the Energy Employees Oc-
cupational Illness Compensation Program Act, $55,358,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided, That this amount shall be
available consistent with the provision regarding administrative ex-
penses in section 151(b) of division B, title I of Public Law 106–
554.

GLOBAL HEALTH

For carrying out titles II, III, and XVII of the PHS Act with re-
spect to global health, $592,843,000, of which: (1) $128,421,000
shall remain available through September 30, 2022 for inter-
national HIV/AIDS; and (2) $193,400,000 shall remain available
through September 30, 2023 for global disease detection and emer-
gency response: Provided, That funds may be used for purchase
and insurance of official motor vehicles in foreign countries.

PUBLIC HEALTH PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE

For carrying out titles II, III, and XVII of the PHS Act with re-
spect to public health preparedness and response, and for expenses
necessary to support activities related to countering potential bio-
logical, nuclear, radiological, and chemical threats to civilian popu-
lations, $842,200,000: Provided, That the Director of the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (referred to in this title as
‘‘CDC’’) or the Administrator of the Agency for Toxic Substances
and Disease Registry may detail staff without reimbursement to
support an activation of the CDC Emergency Operations Center, so
long as the Director or Administrator, as applicable, provides a no-
tice to the Committees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate within 15 days of the use of this au-
thority, a full report within 30 days after use of this authority
which includes the number of staff and funding level broken down
by the originating center and number of days detailed, and an up-
date of such report every 180 days until staff are no longer on de-
tail without reimbursement to the CDC Emergency Operations
Center.

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For acquisition of real property, equipment, construction, instal-
lation, demolition, and renovation of facilities, $30,000,000, which
shall remain available until September 30, 2025: Provided, That
funds made available to this account in this or any prior Act that
are available for the acquisition of real property or for construction
or improvement of facilities shall be available to make improve-
ments on non-federally owned property, provided that any improve-
ments that are not adjacent to federally owned property do not ex-
ceed $2,500,000, and that the primary benefit of such improve-
ments accrues to CDC: Provided further, That funds previously set-
aside by CDC for repair and upgrade of the Lake Lynn Experi-
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mental Mine and Laboratory shall be used to acquire a replace-
ment mine safety research facility: Provided further, That in addi-
tion, the prior year unobligated balance of any amounts assigned
to former employees in accounts of CDC made available for Indi-
vidual Learning Accounts shall be credited to and merged with the
amounts made available under this heading to support the replace-
ment of the mine safety research facility.

CDC-WIDE ACTIVITIES AND PROGRAM SUPPORT

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For carrying out titles II, III, XVII and XIX, and section 2821 of
the PHS Act and for cross-cutting activities and program support
for activities funded in other appropriations included in this Act for
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, $123,570,000: Pro-
vided, That paragraphs (1) through (3) of subsection (b) of section
2821 of the PHS Act shall not apply to funds appropriated under
this heading and in all other accounts of the CDC: Provided fur-
ther, That of the amounts made available under this heading,
$10,000,000, to remain available until expended, shall be available
to the Director of the CDC for deposit in the Infectious Diseases
Rapid Response Reserve Fund established by section 231 of divi-
sion B of Public Law 115–245: Provided further, That funds appro-
priated under this heading may be used to support a contract for
the operation and maintenance of an aircraft in direct support of
activities throughout CDC to ensure the agency is prepared to ad-
dress public health preparedness emergencies: Provided further,
That employees of CDC or the Public Health Service, both civilian
and commissioned officers, detailed to States, municipalities, or
other organizations under authority of section 214 of the PHS Act,
or in overseas assignments, shall be treated as non-Federal em-
ployees for reporting purposes only and shall not be included with-
in any personnel ceiling applicable to the Agency, Service, or HHS
during the period of detail or assignment: Provided further, That
CDC may use up to $10,000 from amounts appropriated to CDC in
this Act for official reception and representation expenses when
specifically approved by the Director of CDC: Provided further,
That in addition, such sums as may be derived from authorized
user fees, which shall be credited to the appropriation charged with
the cost thereof: Provided further, That with respect to the previous
proviso, authorized user fees from the Vessel Sanitation Program
and the Respirator Certification Program shall be available
through September 30, 2022.

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH

NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of the PHS Act with re-
spect to cancer, $6,364,852,000, of which up to $30,000,000 may be
used for facilities repairs and improvements at the National Cancer
Institute—Frederick Federally Funded Research and Development
Center in Frederick, Maryland.
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owned facilities for the production of pandemic influenza vaccines
and other biologics, if the Secretary finds such construction or ren-
ovation necessary to secure sufficient supplies of such vaccines or
biologics.

GENERAL PROVISIONS

SEC. 201. Funds appropriated in this title shall be available for
not to exceed $50,000 for official reception and representation ex-
penses when specifically approved by the Secretary.

SEC. 202. None of the funds appropriated in this title shall be
used to pay the salary of an individual, through a grant or other
extramural mechanism, at a rate in excess of Executive Level II:
Provided, That none of the funds appropriated in this title shall be
used to prevent the NIH from paying up to 100 percent of the sal-
ary of an individual at this rate.

SEC. 203. None of the funds appropriated in this Act may be ex-
pended pursuant to section 241 of the PHS Act, except for funds
specifically provided for in this Act, or for other taps and assess-
ments made by any office located in HHS, prior to the preparation
and submission of a report by the Secretary to the Committees on
Appropriations of the House of Representatives and the Senate de-
tailing the planned uses of such funds.

SEC. 204. Notwithstanding section 241(a) of the PHS Act, such
portion as the Secretary shall determine, but not more than 2.5
percent, of any amounts appropriated for programs authorized
under such Act shall be made available for the evaluation (directly,
or by grants or contracts) and the implementation and effectiveness
of programs funded in this title.

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 205. Not to exceed 1 percent of any discretionary funds
(pursuant to the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985) which are appropriated for the current fiscal year for
HHS in this Act may be transferred between appropriations, but no
such appropriation shall be increased by more than 3 percent by
any such transfer: Provided, That the transfer authority granted by
this section shall not be used to create any new program or to fund
any project or activity for which no funds are provided in this Act:
Provided further, That the Committees on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives and the Senate are notified at least 15
days in advance of any transfer.

SEC. 206. In lieu of the timeframe specified in section 338E(c)(2)
of the PHS Act, terminations described in such section may occur
up to 60 days after the effective date of a contract awarded in fiscal
year 2021 under section 338B of such Act, or at any time if the in-
dividual who has been awarded such contract has not received
funds due under the contract.

SEC. 207. None of the funds appropriated in this Act may be
made available to any entity under title X of the PHS Act unless
the applicant for the award certifies to the Secretary that it encour-
ages family participation in the decision of minors to seek family
planning services and that it provides counseling to minors on how
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Conference Report 115–952, and continued in Public Law 116–94
and further directed in the explanatory statement to accompany
Public Law 116–94. In addition to the conditions set forth in Con-
ference Report 115–952, the Centers shall work to create a collabo-
rative, multi-partner regional clearinghouse to identify predictors
of substance use disorder treatment response.

Rural Populations.—The agreement directs HRSA to provide a
briefing to the Committees within 90 days of enactment of this Act
on changes to the rural designation methodology and additional
factors that affect eligibility for the purposes of rural health grants
funded by this Act.

FAMILY PLANNING

The Family Planning program administers Title X of the PHS
Act. This program supports preventive and primary healthcare
services at clinics nationwide. The agreement does not include lan-
guage proposed by the House.

PROGRAM MANAGEMENT

Chief Dental Officer.—The agreement requests the update as
part of the fiscal year 2022 Congressional Justification.

Oral Health Literacy.—The agreement includes $300,000 for the
activity described under this heading in House Report 116–450.

CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION

The agreement provides $7,874,804,000 in total program level
funding for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
which includes $6,963,296,000 in budget authority and
$856,150,000 in transfers from the Prevention and Public Health
(PPH) Fund.

INMUNIZATION AND RESPIRATORY DISEASES

The agreement provides a total of $821,005,000 for Immunization
and Respiratory Diseases, which includes $448,805,000 in discre-
tionary appropriations and $372,200,000 in transfers from the PPH
Fund. Within this total, the agreement includes the following
amounts:

Budget Activity FY 2021
Agreement

Section 317 Immunization Program ..................................................................................................................... $613,647,000
Acute Flaccid Myelitis .......................................................................................................................................... 6,000,000
Influenza Planning and Response ....................................................................................................................... 201,358,000

Influenza Planning and Response.—The agreement includes an
increase to enhance CDC’s influenza activities.

HIV/AIDS, VIRAL HEPATITIS, SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES AND
TUBERCULOSIS PREVENTION

The agreement provides $1,314,056,000 for HIV/AIDS, Viral Hep-
atitis, Sexually Transmitted Diseases, and Tuberculosis Prevention.
Within this total, the agreement includes the following amounts:
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130 STAT. 15 PUBLIC LAW 114–119—FEB. 8, 2016 

Public Law 114–119 
114th Congress 

An Act 
To protect children and others from sexual abuse and exploitation, including sex 

trafficking and sex tourism, by providing advance notice of intended travel by 
registered sex offenders outside the United States to the government of the 
country of destination, requesting foreign governments to notify the United States 
when a known sex offender is seeking to enter the United States, and for other 
purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE AND TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as the ‘‘International 
Megan’s Law to Prevent Child Exploitation and Other Sexual 
Crimes Through Advanced Notification of Traveling Sex Offenders’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of contents for this Act 
is as follows: 

Sec. 1. Short title and table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Findings. 
Sec. 3. Definitions. 
Sec. 4. Angel Watch Center. 
Sec. 5. Notification by the United States Marshals Service. 
Sec. 6. International travel. 
Sec. 7. Reciprocal notifications. 
Sec. 8. Unique passport identifiers for covered sex offenders. 
Sec. 9. Implementation plan. 
Sec. 10. Technical assistance. 
Sec. 11. Authorization of appropriations. 
Sec. 12. Rule of construction. 

SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) Megan Nicole Kanka, who was 7 years old, was 

abducted, sexually assaulted, and murdered in 1994, in the 
State of New Jersey by a violent predator living across the 
street from her home. Unbeknownst to Megan Kanka and her 
family, he had been convicted previously of a sex offense against 
a child. 

(2) In 1996, Congress adopted Megan’s Law (Public Law 
104–145) as a means to encourage States to protect children 
by identifying the whereabouts of sex offenders and providing 
the means to monitor their activities. 

(3) In 2006, Congress passed the Adam Walsh Child Protec-
tion and Safety Act of 2006 (Public Law 109–248) to protect 
children and the public at large by establishing a comprehensive 
national system for the registration and notification to the 
public and law enforcement officers of convicted sex offenders. 

(4) Law enforcement reports indicate that known child- 
sex offenders are traveling internationally. 

42 USC 16935. 

42 USC 16901 
note. 

International 
Megan’s Law to 
Prevent Child 
Exploitation and 
Other Sexual 
Crimes Through 
Advanced 
Notification of 
Traveling Sex 
Offenders. 

Feb. 8, 2016 
[H.R. 515] 
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130 STAT. 16 PUBLIC LAW 114–119—FEB. 8, 2016 

(5) The commercial sexual exploitation of minors in child 
sex trafficking and pornography is a global phenomenon. The 
International Labour Organization has estimated that 
1,8000,000 children worldwide are victims of child sex traf-
ficking and pornography each year. 

(6) Child sex tourism, where an individual travels to a 
foreign country and engages in sexual activity with a child 
in that country, is a form of child exploitation and, where 
commercial, child sex trafficking. 

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) CENTER.—The term ‘‘Center’’ means the Angel Watch 

Center established pursuant to section 4(a). 
(2) CONVICTED.—The term ‘‘convicted’’ has the meaning 

given the term in section 111 of the Adam Walsh Child Protec-
tion and Safety Act of 2006 (42 U.S.C. 16911). 

(3) COVERED SEX OFFENDER.—Except as otherwise provided, 
the term ‘‘covered sex offender’’ means an individual who is 
a sex offender by reason of having been convicted of a sex 
offense against a minor. 

(4) DESTINATION COUNTRY.—The term ‘‘destination country’’ 
means a destination or transit country. 

(5) INTERPOL.—The term ‘‘INTERPOL’’ means the Inter-
national Criminal Police Organization. 

(6) JURISDICTION.—The term ‘‘jurisdiction’’ means— 
(A) a State; 
(B) the District of Columbia; 
(C) the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico; 
(D) Guam; 
(E) American Samoa; 
(F) the Northern Mariana Islands; 
(G) the United States Virgin Islands; and 
(H) to the extent provided in, and subject to the 

requirements of, section 127 of the Adam Walsh Child 
Protection and Safety Act of 2006 (42 U.S.C. 16927), a 
Federally recognized Indian tribe. 
(7) MINOR.—The term ‘‘minor’’ means an individual who 

has not attained the age of 18 years. 
(8) NATIONAL SEX OFFENDER REGISTRY.—The term 

‘‘National Sex Offender Registry’’ means the National Sex 
Offender Registry established by section 119 of the Adam Walsh 
Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006 (42 U.S.C. 16919). 

(9) SEX OFFENDER UNDER SORNA.—The term ‘‘sex offender 
under SORNA’’ has the meaning given the term ‘‘sex offender’’ 
in section 111 of the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety 
Act of 2006 (42 U.S.C. 16911). 

(10) SEX OFFENSE AGAINST A MINOR.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘sex offense against a 

minor’’ means a specified offense against a minor, as 
defined in section 111 of the Adam Walsh Child Protection 
and Safety Act of 2006 (42 U.S.C. 16911). 

(B) OTHER OFFENSES.—The term ‘‘sex offense against 
a minor’’ includes a sex offense described in section 
111(5)(A) of the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety 
Act of 2006 (42 U.S.C. 16911(5)(A)) that is a specified 
offense against a minor, as defined in paragraph (7) of 

42 USC 16935a. 
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130 STAT. 17 PUBLIC LAW 114–119—FEB. 8, 2016 

such section, or an attempt or conspiracy to commit such 
an offense. 

(C) FOREIGN CONVICTIONS; OFFENSES INVOLVING 
CONSENSUAL SEXUAL CONDUCT.—The limitations contained 
in subparagraphs (B) and (C) of section 111(5) of the Adam 
Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006 (42 U.S.C. 
16911(5)) shall apply with respect to a sex offense against 
a minor for purposes of this Act to the same extent and 
in the same manner as such limitations apply with respect 
to a sex offense for purposes of the Adam Walsh Child 
Protection and Safety Act of 2006. 

SEC. 4. ANGEL WATCH CENTER. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 90 days after the date 
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall establish within the Child Exploitation Investigations Unit 
of U.S. Immigrations and Customs Enforcement a Center, to be 
known as the ‘‘Angel Watch Center’’, to carry out the activities 
specified in subsection (e). 

(b) INCOMING NOTIFICATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Center may receive incoming notifica-

tions concerning individuals seeking to enter the United States 
who have committed offenses of a sexual nature. 

(2) NOTIFICATION.—Upon receiving an incoming notification 
under paragraph (1), the Center shall— 

(A) immediately share all information received relating 
to the individual with the Department of Justice; and 

(B) share all relevant information relating to the indi-
vidual with other Federal, State, and local agencies and 
entities, as appropriate. 
(3) COLLABORATION.—The Secretary of Homeland Security 

shall collaborate with the Attorney General to establish a 
process for the receipt, dissemination, and categorization of 
information relating to individuals and specific offenses pro-
vided herein. 
(c) LEADERSHIP.—The Center shall be headed by the Assistant 

Secretary of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, in 
collaboration with the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection and in consultation with the Attorney General and the 
Secretary of State. 

(d) MEMBERS.—The Center shall consist of the following: 
(1) The Assistant Secretary of U.S. Immigration and Cus-

toms Enforcement. 
(2) The Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-

tion. 
(3) Individuals who are designated as analysts in U.S. 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement or U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection. 

(4) Individuals who are designated as program managers 
in U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement or U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection. 
(e) ACTIVITIES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out this section, the Center 
shall, using all relevant databases, systems and sources of 
information, not later than 48 hours before scheduled depar-
ture, or as soon as practicable before scheduled departure— 

Deadline. 

Collaboration. 
Consultation. 

Deadline. 

42 USC 16935b. 
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130 STAT. 18 PUBLIC LAW 114–119—FEB. 8, 2016 

(A) determine if individuals traveling abroad are listed 
on the National Sex Offender Registry; 

(B) review the United States Marshals Service’s 
National Sex Offender Targeting Center case management 
system or other system that provides access to a list of 
individuals who have provided advanced notice of inter-
national travel to identify any individual who meets the 
criteria described in subparagraph (A) and is not in a 
system reviewed pursuant to this subparagraph; and 

(C) provide a list of individuals identified under 
subparagraph (B) to the United States Marshals Service’s 
National Sex Offender Targeting Center to determine 
compliance with title I of the Adam Walsh Child Protection 
and Safety Act of 2006 (42 U.S.C. 16901 et seq.). 
(2) PROVISION OF INFORMATION TO CENTER.—Twenty-four 

hours before the intended travel, or thereafter, not later than 
72 hours after the intended travel, the United States Marshals 
Service’s National Sex Offender Targeting Center shall provide, 
to the Angel Watch Center, information pertaining to any sex 
offender described in subparagraph (C) of paragraph (1). 

(3) ADVANCE NOTICE TO DESTINATION COUNTRY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Center may transmit relevant 

information to the destination country about a sex offender 
if— 

(i) the individual is identified by a review con-
ducted under paragraph (1)(B) as having provided 
advanced notice of international travel; or 

(ii) after completing the activities described in 
paragraph (1), the Center receives information per-
taining to a sex offender under paragraph (2). 
(B) EXCEPTIONS.—The Center may immediately 

transmit relevant information on a sex offender to the 
destination country if— 

(i) the Center becomes aware that a sex offender 
is traveling outside of the United States within 24 
hours of intended travel, and simultaneously completes 
the activities described in paragraph (1); or 

(ii) the Center has not received a transmission 
pursuant to paragraph (2), provided it is not more 
than 24 hours before the intended travel. 
(C) CORRECTIONS.—Upon receiving information that a 

notification sent by the Center regarding an individual 
was inaccurate, the Center shall immediately— 

(i) send a notification of correction to the destina-
tion country notified; 

(ii) correct all data collected pursuant to paragraph 
(6); and 

(iii) if applicable, notify the Secretary of State for 
purposes of the passport review and marking processes 
described in section 240 of Public Law 110–457. 
(D) FORM.—The notification under this paragraph may 

be transmitted through such means as are determined 
appropriate by the Center, including through U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement attaches. 
(4) MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT.—Not later than 6 

months after the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary 

Deadlines. 

List. 
Determination. 

Review. 

Determination. 
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130 STAT. 19 PUBLIC LAW 114–119—FEB. 8, 2016 

of Homeland Security shall enter into a Memorandum of Agree-
ment with the Attorney General to facilitate the activities of 
the Angel Watch Center in collaboration with the United States 
Marshals Service’s National Sex Offender Targeting Center, 
including the exchange of information, the sharing of personnel, 
access to information and databases in accordance with para-
graph (1)(B), and the establishment of a process to share 
notifications from the international community in accordance 
with subsection (b)(1). 

(5) PASSPORT APPLICATION REVIEW.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Center shall provide a written 

determination to the Department of State regarding the 
status of an individual as a covered sex offender (as defined 
in section 240 of Public Law 110–457) when appropriate. 

(B) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Subparagraph (A) shall take 
effect upon certification by the Secretary of State, the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, and the Attorney General 
that the process developed and reported to the appropriate 
congressional committees under section 9 has been success-
fully implemented. 
(6) COLLECTION OF DATA.—The Center shall collect all rel-

evant data, including— 
(A) a record of each notification sent under paragraph 

(3); 
(B) the response of the destination country to notifica-

tions under paragraph (3), where available; 
(C) any decision not to transmit a notification abroad, 

to the extent practicable; 
(D) the number of transmissions made under subpara-

graphs (A),(B), and (C) of paragraph (3) and the countries 
to which they are transmitted, respectively; 

(E) whether the information was transmitted to the 
destination country before scheduled commencement of sex 
offender travel; and 

(F) any other information deemed necessary and appro-
priate by the Secretary of Homeland Security. 
(7) COMPLAINT REVIEW.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Center shall— 
(i) establish a mechanism to receive complaints 

from individuals affected by erroneous notifications 
under this section; 

(ii) ensure that any complaint is promptly 
reviewed; and 

(iii) in the case of a complaint that involves a 
notification sent by another Federal Government 
entity, notify the individual of the contact information 
for the appropriate entity and forward the complaint 
to the appropriate entity for prompt review and 
response pursuant to this section. 
(B) RESPONSE TO COMPLAINTS.—The Center shall, as 

applicable— 
(i) provide the individual with notification in 

writing that the individual was erroneously subjected 
to international notification; 

(ii) take action to ensure that a notification or 
information regarding the individual is not erroneously 

Certification. 

Determination. 
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130 STAT. 20 PUBLIC LAW 114–119—FEB. 8, 2016 

transmitted to a destination country in the future; 
and 

(iii) submit an additional written notification to 
the individual explaining why a notification or informa-
tion regarding the individual was erroneously trans-
mitted to the destination country and describing the 
actions that the Center has taken or is taking under 
clause (ii). 
(C) PUBLIC AWARENESS.—The Center shall make pub-

licly available information on how an individual may 
submit a complaint under this section. 

(D) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security shall submit an annual report to the appro-
priate congressional committees (as defined in section 9) 
that includes— 

(i) the number of instances in which a notification 
or information was erroneously transmitted to the des-
tination country of an individual under paragraph (3); 
and 

(ii) the actions taken to prevent similar errors 
from occurring in the future. 

(8) ANNUAL REVIEW PROCESS.—The Center shall establish, 
in coordination with the Attorney General, the Secretary of 
State, and INTERPOL, an annual review process to ensure 
that there is appropriate coordination and collaboration, 
including consistent procedures governing the activities author-
ized under this Act, in carrying out this Act. 

(9) INFORMATION REQUIRED.—The Center shall make avail-
able to the United States Marshals Service’s National Sex 
Offender Targeting Center information on travel by sex 
offenders in a timely manner. 
(f) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term ‘‘sex offender’’ 

means— 
(1) a covered sex offender; or 
(2) an individual required to register under the sex offender 

registration program of any jurisdiction or included in the 
National Sex Offender Registry, on the basis of an offense 
against a minor. 

SEC. 5. NOTIFICATION BY THE UNITED STATES MARSHALS SERVICE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The United States Marshals Service’s 
National Sex Offender Targeting Center may— 

(1) transmit notification of international travel of a sex 
offender to the destination country of the sex offender, including 
to the visa-issuing agent or agents in the United States of 
the country; 

(2) share information relating to traveling sex offenders 
with other Federal, State, local, and foreign agencies and enti-
ties, as appropriate; 

(3) receive incoming notifications concerning individuals 
seeking to enter the United States who have committed offenses 
of a sexual nature and shall share the information received 
immediately with the Department of Homeland Security; and 

(4) perform such other functions at the Attorney General 
or the Director of the United States Marshals Service may 
direct. 

42 USC 16935c. 

Coordination. 
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130 STAT. 21 PUBLIC LAW 114–119—FEB. 8, 2016 

(b) CONSISTENT NOTIFICATION.—In making notifications under 
subsection (a)(1), the United States Marshals Service’s National 
Sex Offender Targeting Center shall, to the extent feasible and 
appropriate, ensure that the destination country is consistently 
notified in advance about sex offenders under SORNA identified 
through their inclusion in sex offender registries of jurisdictions 
or the National Sex Offender Registry. 

(c) INFORMATION REQUIRED.—For purposes of carrying out this 
Act, the United States Marshals Service’s National Sex Offender 
Targeting Center shall— 

(1) make the case management system or other system 
that provides access to a list of individuals who have provided 
advanced notice of international travel available to the Angel 
Watch Center; 

(2) provide the Angel Watch Center a determination of 
compliance with title I of the Adam Walsh Child Protection 
and Safety Act of 2006 (42 U.S.C. 16901 et seq.) for the list 
of individuals transmitted under section 4(e)(1)(C); 

(3) make available to the Angel Watch Center information 
on travel by sex offenders in a timely manner; and 

(4) consult with the Department of State regarding oper-
ation of the international notification program authorized under 
this Act. 
(d) CORRECTIONS.—Upon receiving information that a notifica-

tion sent by the United States Marshals Service’s National Sex 
Offender Targeting Center regarding an individual was inaccurate, 
the United States Marshals Service’s National Sex Offender Tar-
geting Center shall immediately— 

(1) send a notification of correction to the destination 
country notified; 

(2) correct all data collected in accordance with subsection 
(f); and 

(3) if applicable, send a notification of correction to the 
Angel Watch Center. 
(e) FORM.—The notification under this section may be trans-

mitted through such means as are determined appropriate by the 
United States Marshals Service’s National Sex Offender Targeting 
Center, including through the INTERPOL notification system and 
through Federal Bureau of Investigation Legal attaches. 

(f) COLLECTION OF DATA.—The Attorney General shall collect 
all relevant data, including— 

(1) a record of each notification sent under subsection (a); 
(2) the response of the destination country to notifications 

under paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection (a), where available; 
(3) any decision not to transmit a notification abroad, to 

the extent practicable; 
(4) the number of transmissions made under paragraphs 

(1) and (2) of subsection (a) and the countries to which they 
are transmitted; 

(5) whether the information was transmitted to the destina-
tion country before scheduled commencement of sex offender 
travel; and 

(6) any other information deemed necessary and appro-
priate by the Attorney General. 
(g) COMPLAINT REVIEW.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The United States Marshals Service’s 
National Sex Offender Targeting Center shall— 

Consultation. 

Determination. 
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130 STAT. 22 PUBLIC LAW 114–119—FEB. 8, 2016 

(A) establish a mechanism to receive complaints from 
individuals affected by erroneous notifications under this 
section; 

(B) ensure that any complaint is promptly reviewed; 
and 

(C) in the case of a complaint that involves a notifica-
tion sent by another Federal Government entity, notify 
the individual of the contact information for the appropriate 
entity and forward the complaint to the appropriate entity 
for prompt review and response pursuant to this section. 
(2) RESPONSE TO COMPLAINTS.—The United States Mar-

shals Service’s National Sex Offender Targeting Center shall, 
as applicable— 

(A) provide the individual with notification in writing 
that the individual was erroneously subjected to inter-
national notification; 

(B) take action to ensure that a notification or informa-
tion regarding the individual is not erroneously transmitted 
to a destination country in the future; and 

(C) submit an additional written notification to the 
individual explaining why a notification or information 
regarding the individual was erroneously transmitted to 
the destination country and describing the actions that 
the United States Marshals Service’s National Sex Offender 
Targeting Center has taken or is taking under subpara-
graph (B). 
(3) PUBLIC AWARENESS.—The United States Marshals Serv-

ice’s National Sex Offender Targeting Center shall make pub-
licly available information on how an individual may submit 
a complaint under this section. 

(4) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—The Attorney General shall 
submit an annual report to the appropriate congressional 
committees (as defined in section 9) that includes— 

(A) the number of instances in which a notification 
or information was erroneously transmitted to the destina-
tion country of an individual under subsection (a); and 

(B) the actions taken to prevent similar errors from 
occurring in the future. 

(h) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term ‘‘sex offender’’ 
means— 

(1) a sex offender under SORNA; or 
(2) a person required to register under the sex offender 

registration program of any jurisdiction or included in the 
National Sex Offender Registry. 

SEC. 6. INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL. 

(a) REQUIREMENT THAT SEX OFFENDERS PROVIDE INTER-
NATIONAL TRAVEL RELATED INFORMATION TO SEX OFFENDER REG-
ISTRIES.—Section 114 of the Adam Walsh Child Protection and 
Safety Act of 2006 (42 U.S.C. 16914) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by redesignating paragraph (7) as paragraph (8); 

and; 
(B) by inserting after paragraph (6) the following: 

‘‘(7) Information relating to intended travel of the sex 
offender outside the United States, including any anticipated 
dates and places of departure, arrival, or return, carrier and 
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130 STAT. 23 PUBLIC LAW 114–119—FEB. 8, 2016 

flight numbers for air travel, destination country and address 
or other contact information therein, means and purpose of 
travel, and any other itinerary or other travel-related informa-
tion required by the Attorney General.’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(c) TIME AND MANNER.—A sex offender shall provide and 

update information required under subsection (a), including 
information relating to intended travel outside the United States 
required under paragraph (7) of that subsection, in conformity 
with any time and manner requirements prescribed by the Attorney 
General.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS TO SECTION 2250 OF TITLE 18, 
UNITED STATES CODE.—Section 2250 of title 18, United States 
Code, is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsections (b) and (c) as subsections 
(c) and (d), respectively; 

(2) by inserting after subsection (a) the following: 
‘‘(b) INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL REPORTING VIOLATIONS.—Who-

ever— 
‘‘(1) is required to register under the Sex Offender Registra-

tion and Notification Act (42 U.S.C. 16901 et seq.); 
‘‘(2) knowingly fails to provide information required by 

the Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act relating 
to intended travel in foreign commerce; and 

‘‘(3) engages or attempts to engage in the intended travel 
in foreign commerce; 

shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than 10 years, 
or both.’’; and 

(3) in subsections (c) and (d), as redesignated, by striking 
‘‘subsection (a)’’ each place it appears and inserting ‘‘subsection 
(a) or (b)’’. 
(c) IMPLEMENTATION.—In carrying out this Act, and the amend-

ments made by this Act, the Attorney General may use the 
resources and capacities of any appropriate agencies of the Depart-
ment of Justice, including the Office of Sex Offender Sentencing, 
Monitoring, Apprehending, Registering, and Tracking, the United 
States Marshals Service, INTERPOL Washington-U.S. National 
Central Bureau, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Criminal 
Division, and the United States Attorneys’ Offices. 

SEC. 7. RECIPROCAL NOTIFICATIONS. 

It is the sense of Congress that the Secretary of State, in 
consultation with the Attorney General and the Secretary of Home-
land Security, should seek reciprocal international agreements or 
arrangements to further the purposes of this Act and the Sex 
Offender Registration and Notification Act (42 U.S.C. 16901 et 
seq.). Such agreements or arrangements may establish mechanisms 
and undertakings to receive and transmit notices concerning inter-
national travel by sex offenders, through the Angel Watch Center, 
the INTERPOL notification system, and such other means as may 
be appropriate, including notification by the United States to other 
countries relating to the travel of sex offenders from the United 
States, reciprocal notification by other countries to the United 
States relating to the travel of sex offenders to the United States, 
and mechanisms to correct and, as applicable, remove from any 
other records, any inaccurate information transmitted through such 
notifications. 

42 USC 16935e. 

42 USC 16935d. 
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130 STAT. 24 PUBLIC LAW 114–119—FEB. 8, 2016 

SEC. 8. UNIQUE PASSPORT IDENTIFIERS FOR COVERED SEX 
OFFENDERS. 

(a) AMENDMENT TO PUBLIC LAW 110–457.—Title II of Public 
Law 110–457 is amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘SEC. 240. UNIQUE PASSPORT IDENTIFIERS FOR COVERED SEX 
OFFENDERS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Immediately after receiving a written deter-
mination from the Angel Watch Center that an individual is a 
covered sex offender, through the process developed for that purpose 
under section 9 of the International Megan’s Law to Prevent Child 
Exploitation and Other Sexual Crimes Through Advanced Notifica-
tion of Traveling Sex Offenders, the Secretary of State shall take 
appropriate action under subsection (b). 

‘‘(b) AUTHORITY TO USE UNIQUE PASSPORT IDENTIFIERS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided under paragraph 

(2), the Secretary of State shall not issue a passport to a 
covered sex offender unless the passport contains a unique 
identifier, and may revoke a passport previously issued without 
such an identifier of a covered sex offender. 

‘‘(2) AUTHORITY TO REISSUE.—Notwithstanding paragraph 
(1), the Secretary of State may reissue a passport that does 
not include a unique identifier if an individual described in 
subsection (a) reapplies for a passport and the Angel Watch 
Center provides a written determination, through the process 
developed for that purpose under section 9 of the International 
Megan’s Law to Prevent Child Exploitation and Other Sexual 
Crimes Through Advanced Notification of Traveling Sex 
Offenders, to the Secretary of State that the individual is 
no longer required to register as a covered sex offender. 
‘‘(c) DEFINED TERMS.—In this section— 

‘‘(1) the term ‘covered sex offender’ means an individual 
who— 

‘‘(A) is a sex offender, as defined in section 4(f) of 
the International Megan’s Law to Prevent Child Exploi-
tation and Other Sexual Crimes Through Advanced 
Notification of Traveling Sex Offenders; and 

‘‘(B) is currently required to register under the sex 
offender registration program of any jurisdiction; 
‘‘(2) the term ‘unique identifier’ means any visual designa-

tion affixed to a conspicuous location on the passport indicating 
that the individual is a covered sex offender; and 

‘‘(3) the term ‘passport’ means a passport book or passport 
card. 
‘‘(d) PROHIBITION.—The Secretary of State, the Secretary of 

Homeland Security, and the Attorney General, and their agencies, 
officers, employees, and agents, shall not be liable to any person 
for any action taken under this section. 

‘‘(e) DISCLOSURE.—In furtherance of this section, the Secretary 
of State may require a passport applicant to disclose that they 
are a registered sex offender. 

‘‘(f) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall take effect upon certifi-
cation by the Secretary of State, the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, and the Attorney General, that the process developed and 
reported to the appropriate congressional committees under section 
9 of the International Megan’s Law to Prevent Child Exploitation 

Certification. 

22 USC 212b. 
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130 STAT. 25 PUBLIC LAW 114–119—FEB. 8, 2016 

and Other Sexual Crimes Through Advanced Notification of Trav-
eling Sex Offenders has been successfully implemented.’’. 
SEC. 9. IMPLEMENTATION PLAN. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Homeland Security, the 
Secretary of State, and the Attorney General shall develop a process 
by which to implement section 4(e)(5) and the provisions of section 
240 of Public Law 110–457, as added by section 8 of this Act. 

(b) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 90 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Homeland 
Security, the Secretary of State, and the Attorney General shall 
jointly submit a report to, and shall consult with, the appropriate 
congressional committees on the process developed under subsection 
(a), which shall include a description of the proposed process and 
a timeline and plan for implementation of that process, and shall 
identify the resources required to effectively implement that process. 

(c) ‘‘APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES’’ DEFINED.—In 
this section, the term ‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means— 

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate; 
(2) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of Rep-

resentatives; 
(3) the Committee on Homeland Security and Govern-

mental Affairs of the Senate; 
(4) the Committee on Homeland Security of the House 

of Representatives; 
(5) the Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate; 
(6) the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Rep-

resentatives; 
(7) the Committee on Appropriations of the Senate; and 
(8) the Committee on Appropriations of the House of Rep-

resentatives. 
SEC. 10. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE. 

The Secretary of State, in consultation with the Attorney Gen-
eral and the Secretary of Homeland Security, may provide technical 
assistance to foreign authorities in order to enable such authorities 
to participate more effectively in the notification program system 
established under this Act. 
SEC. 11. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There are authorized to be appropriated to carry out this Act 
$6,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2017 and 2018. 
SEC. 12. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Nothing in this Act shall be construed to limit international 
information sharing or law enforcement cooperation relating to 
any person pursuant to any authority of the Department of Justice, 

42 USC 16935i. 

42 USC 16935h. 

Consultation. 
42 USC 16935g. 

Consultation. 

Deadlines. 
42 USC 16935f. 
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130 STAT. 26 PUBLIC LAW 114–119—FEB. 8, 2016 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—H.R. 515: 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD: 

Vol. 161 (2015): Jan. 26, considered and passed House. 
Dec. 17, considered and passed Senate, amended. 

Vol. 162 (2016): Feb. 1, House concurred in Senate amendments. 

Æ 

the Department of Homeland Security, or any other department 
or agency. 

Approved February 8, 2016. 
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[A chorus of ayes.] 1 

THE CHAIRMAN.  Opposed? 2 

[No response.] 3 

THE CHAIRMAN.  With that, the ayes have it, and the legislation is amended and 4 

agreed to. 5 

Lastly, we will consider H.R. 515, International Megan's Law to Prevent Demand 6 

for Child Sex Trafficking. 7 

We want to thank the co-sponsors of this legislation, Representative Chris Smith, 8 

Senator Shelby, Senator Mikulski, for bringing this bill before the committee.  I also 9 

want to thank Senator Cardin, Senator Johnson, Senator Markey, Senator Barrasso, and 10 

their staff for working with us on this bill.  The substitute amendment before the 11 

committee was produced through extensive consultations with the interested executive 12 

departments, the bill sponsors, the Judiciary, and Homeland Security Committee staff. 13 

Senator Cardin, do you have any comments on this legislation? 14 

SENATOR CARDIN.  Again, I commented about this in my opening comments, and I 15 

urge colleagues to support the bill. 16 

THE CHAIRMAN.  Anyone else want to speak to it? 17 

[No response.] 18 
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THE CHAIRMAN.  Okay.  I am going to ask unanimous consent to take up the revised 1 

manager's amendment to the substitute circulated just before this meeting, which 2 

ensures the improvements from Senator Markey are directly included. 3 

All right.  Without objection, then that is what we are taking up.  Is there a 4 

motion to approve? 5 

SENATOR CARDIN.  So moved. 6 

THE CHAIRMAN.  Is there a second? 7 

SENATOR JOHNSON.  Second. 8 

THE CHAIRMAN.  So moved and seconded. 9 

All in favor, say aye. 10 

[A chorus of ayes.] 11 

THE CHAIRMAN.  And with that, the ayes — all opposed. 12 

[No response.] 13 

THE CHAIRMAN.  The ayes have it.  The amendment is — the bill is agreed to. 14 

Okay.  I think — are we good?  I know that was somewhat confusing.  We have a 15 

title amendment — 16 

SENATOR BARRASSO.  Mr. Chairman, that includes my amendment with your 17 

secondary. 18 

THE CHAIRMAN.  That is right.  That is right. 19 

SENATOR BARRASSO.  Okay. 20 
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THE CHAIRMAN.  Thank you so much for working with us on that.  Okay.  I need my 1 

staff's assistance here as we move to the — 2 

SENATOR CARDIN.  I just want to acknowledge Senator Barrasso's work.  I thought 3 

your addition was a very important one on accountability, so thank you. 4 

SENATOR BARRASSO.  And I appreciate it, Mr. Chairman.  You know, when 5 

Congress creates new programs, I think it is important that we provide the safeguards 6 

to protect innocent individuals who are mistakenly targeted.  We have seen it with no 7 

fly lists where people mistakenly are included. 8 

And I would go as far as to say not just file a complaint, but also be compensated 9 

for expenses.  I know there are some issues with the Justice Department with 10 

compensation, but I think this amendment actually strengthens what we are trying to 11 

do here and helps protect innocent individuals wrongfully listed by somebody checking 12 

the wrong box or making a mistake along the process.  So thank you. 13 

THE CHAIRMAN.  I think there are numbers of us that had concerns about that.  I 14 

think you all did a great job in addressing that.  And, you know, while we want to 15 

combat this in every way that we can, we also do not want to citizens unfortunately put 16 

on a list they are not supposed to be on, and having difficulty getting off.  That is 17 

correct.  So, look, I am sorry we had to walk through this, but — 18 

If there is no further discussion, I would like to entertain a motion to consider the 19 

title change amendment by voice vote. 20 
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THE CHAIRMAN.  Is there a second? 1 

SENATOR BOXER.  Second. 2 

SENATOR JOHNSON.  Second. 3 

THE CHAIRMAN.  So moved and seconded.  The question is on the motion to 4 

approve H.R. 515, as amended. 5 

All in favor, say aye. 6 

[A chorus of ayes.] 7 

THE CHAIRMAN.  Opposed? 8 

[No response.] 9 

THE CHAIRMAN.  With that, the ayes have it.  The legislation — as amended –  is 10 

agreed to. 11 

And that completes the committee's business.  I ask unanimous consent — and 12 

this is important — that the record be held open for five business days so that staff be 13 

authorized to make technical and conforming changes and for member statements.  14 

Without objection, so ordered. 15 

[The material referred to above follows:] 

Statement for the Record from Senator Marco Rubio on the  
Nomination of Roberta Jacobson to be Ambassador to Mexico 

I have always taken seriously my “advice and consent” role in the 16 

Senate on nominations made by the President. I believe that America must be 17 

represented around the world by the very best ambassadors and that is 18 
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December 10, 2020 
 
 
The Honorable Alex Michael Azar Jr. 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20201 
 
Dr. Robert R. Redfield, MD 
Director 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
1600 Clifton Road 
Atlanta, Georgia 30329-4027 
 
Dear Secretary Azar and Dr. Redfield: 
 

 More than seven months ago, we wrote to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) requesting records related to the COVID-19 pandemic, the dangers posed to the cruise 
industry from this outbreak and how the industry, particularly the Carnival Corporation and its 
affiliated cruise lines, had responded to the pandemic. As part of that request we also asked for 
communications with other Federal agencies, state health departments and the White House’s 
COVID-19 Economic Recovery Task Force regarding these matters. 

 
Rather than permitting the CDC to respond to the Committee directly, we understand that 

our request is being handled by the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) instead. To 
date, the CDC/HHS has provided the Committee with a single records production on July 10, 2020,  
five months ago, of just 180 pages of records. We would note that we have received nearly 12,000 
pages of records from Carnival and the U.S. Coast Guard has provided us with eight productions of 
records in the same time period.  

 
We understand that staff at CDC and HHS have been focused on responding to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. However, even given these extenuating circumstances, the response from 
your agencies to our Committee to date has been completely unacceptable. As Members of 
Congress and senior Federal officials, we are all ultimately accountable to the American public. In 
our roles, as the Chairs of a Congressional Committee and one of its Subcommittees, we have an 
obligation to provide oversight of Executive Branch agencies, and we take that commitment 
seriously. We trust that you take your obligations to Congress seriously as well. 
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Months ago, our staff was told that CDC/HHS had identified an estimated 7,000 documents 

that were potentially responsive to our May 1, 2020, records request. Yet, as we indicated above, you 
have so far only provided the Committee with 180 pages of records. We would also point out that 
on October 13, 2020, Subcommittee Chair Maloney wrote to the CDC requesting additional 
COVID-19 related records regarding the CDC’s “No Sail Order” and related issues. The Committee 
has received no update on the status of that records request that was sent nearly two months ago. 

 
We would like a detailed explanation regarding the status of both of these records requests 

and an estimated timeline for their full completion. Please provide us with specific answers to the 
questions listed below by Wednesday, December 23, 2020, at the latest:  

 

• How many total records (or pages of records) has CDC and HHS identified to date that 
are responsive (or potentially responsive) to our May 1, 2020, records request? 

 

• Has CDC/HHS already completed its search of responsive records to the Committee or 
is that search still ongoing? If the search is still ongoing, when do you anticipate it being 
completed? 
 

• How many records (or pages of records) have been reviewed to date? 
 

• How many records (or pages of records) have been cleared for delivery to the 
Committee to date? 

 

• Which specific office at CDC and HHS, and any office outside of HHS, has been 
engaged in reviewing these records for response/delivery to the Committee? 

 
o Please provide the name or names of the key individuals in each office involved 

in this review.  
 

• The Committee originally agreed to receiving these records on a rolling basis. What is the 
estimated date of the next delivery of records to the Committee, and approximately how 
many records (or pages of records) do you expect to provide? 

 

• What is your estimated timeline on fully completing the records production to the 
Committee in response to our May 1, 2020, records request?  

 
Please answer the same exact set of questions listed above regarding the October 13, 2020, 

letter to CDC from Chair Maloney as well. 
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This request and our understanding of the actions taken by both the Carnival Corporation 
and the CDC in response to the threat of COVID-19 on cruise ships will help enhance the safety of 
the public. We appreciate your attention to this matter. If you have any questions regarding this 
request, please have your staff contact Douglas Pasternak of the Majority Staff at (202) 226-1871 or 
via e-mail at doug.pasternak@mail.house.gov.  
 

Sincerely, 
 

    
PETER A. DeFAZIO SEAN PATRICK MALONEY  
Chair Chair 
 Subcommittee on Coast Guard  
   and Maritime Transportation 

 
 
Enclosures:  May 1, 2020 Letter from Chairs DeFazio and Maloney to CDC Director  
 October 13, 2020 Letter from Subcommittee Chair Malone to CDC Director 
 
cc: The Honorable Sam Graves, Ranking Member 
 

The Honorable Bob Gibbs, Ranking Member,  
Subcommittee on Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation 
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Congressional Budget Office 
Cost Estimate  

  

July 29, 2021 
 
 

At a Glance 

S. 1491, Rural Maternal and Obstetric Modernization of Services Act  
As ordered reported by the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions on May 25, 2021 
 
By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2021  2021-2026  2021-2031  

Direct Spending (Outlays)  0  0  0  

Revenues  0  0  0  
Increase or Decrease (-) 
in the Deficit 
 

 0  0  0  

Spending Subject to 
Appropriation (Outlays)  0  50  not estimated  

Statutory pay-as-you-go 
procedures apply? No Mandate Effects 

Increases on-budget deficits in any 
of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2032? 

No 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No 

Contains private-sector mandate? No 
 

S. 1491 would expand reporting and research related to maternal health, establish two new 
grant programs to improve maternal health care in rural areas, and permit existing telehealth 
grants to be given to maternal and obstetric care units. 

Section 2 would direct the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to further 
disaggregate maternal health data and to report on research focused on maternal health in 
rural areas. Based on information from CDC and historical spending patterns for similar 
activities, CBO estimates that section 2 would increase spending by $16 million over the 
2021-2026 period, subject to the availability of appropriated funds.  

S. 1491 would authorize $3 million annually over the 2022-2026 period to establish the 
Rural Obstetric Network Grants program to fund networks aimed at improving maternal and 
infant health and reducing preventable maternal mortality and severe maternal morbidity. 
The Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS) would be directed to report to the 
Congress on funded activities. Based on historical spending patterns for similar activities, 
CBO estimates that the program would cost $13 million over the 2021-2026 period. The rest 
would be spent after 2026. 

The bill also would authorize $5 million annually over the 2022-2026 period for HHS to 
establish the Rural Maternal and Obstetric Care Training Demonstration program, which 
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would provide grants to schools for health care professionals to provide training in practices 
aimed at improving prenatal, labor and delivery, and postpartum care in rural, community-
based settings. The Secretary of HHS would be directed to report to the Congress on the 
program’s activities and their results. Based on historical spending patterns for similar 
activities, CBO estimates that the program would cost $21 million over the 2021-2026 
period. The rest would be spent after 2026. 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Alice Burns. The estimate was reviewed by 
Leo Lex, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.  
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