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Matthew 28:1-10 (NRSVUE)

[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
Jesus Christ is Risen… He is Risen Indeed! Let’s go folks… I know that you can be bolder and speak with more conviction than that… let’s try that one more time… Jesus Christ is Risen… He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia and Amen to that! 
What a wonderful announcement! What an amazing proclamation! What an extreme realization it is for all of us! What a blessing it is to be gathered together here sitting in the pews and out there on the conference call. What a time we have been called into now and forever as Resurrection and Easter people!
The grave no longer has victory. Death has no more sting. There is no greater love than this. Scripture has truly been fulfilled. Grace upon Grace has truly been unlocked and achieved on this day of all days.
Welcome to church! Welcome in this place! Welcome one and all! Welcome to Resurrection Sunday! Welcome to Easter!
Let us pray,
Thank you for coming down to earth and being alongside each and every one of us. Thank you for being the perfect example. Thank you for the price that you paid and the ultimate sacrifice that you made. Thank you for all that you have done and continue to do for us. Thank you so that we may live now and into eternity with you.
Amen.
Folks, we do not arrive at Easter as if we are sitting at some conclusion of a great and wonderful story. We do not arrive at Easter as if the great tragedy that we know as Good Friday has been solved. We do not arrive at Easter just simply for ourselves. We do not arrive at Easter without coming to the table with one another and grabbing hold of the body and the blood in holy communion. We do not arrive at Easter as if this is some kind of one-day occurrence and not manage to celebrate it.
We arrive at Easter and realize these truth… Darkness no longer exists here, for we have counted to three and yet there was no defeat, Christ kicked out! Waiting no longer exists here for the tomb is no longer sealed, it has been opened, and it is truly empty. Sorrow no longer exists here, for fear and great joy have taken its place, and they rule the day. Mourning no longer exists here, for we rejoice and are glad for all that is and is yet to come, we are hopeful! Grief no longer exists here, for we realize that life exists now and into eternity, and thanks be to God for that! 
The world has been shaken indeed. The world has definitely been turned upside down. The world now has a lamb who is the Savior. The world truly does have peace and good news. The world even has us to carry it forward for all to see and hear.
You know there are several things that I could have focused on with today’s readings. I also know for certain that I could have just continued on with announcements, truths, and prayers. However, there really truly is something that I want all of us to focus on with the short time that we have together here today. 
So, let’s get to it! Today is one of those days I am going to encourage us to read and shift our mindset beyond the Gospel Text that is in front of us. And, if we push on to the end of the 28th Chapter of Matthew then we realize that we get the Great Commission. Now, of course we could wait until Holy Trinity Sunday, The First Sunday After Pentecost, at the end of May to hear and unwrap this, but we also need to explore it from a slightly different angle and viewpoint today. I offer this because if we really do think about it, if we really do listen and live into this story, then we come to realize that a Great Commission of sorts has already happened. Culture back then was primarily shaped and led by men. Yet, in today’s story they were not the first ones to even hear or see things first. The ladies came to the tomb and were greeted by an angel sitting on the stone that had been rolled away to show that the tomb was indeed empty, and that Jesus had already risen. The male guards, were trembling in fear because they had failed at a job that they actually never had a chance of succeeding at in the first place. They were fearing for their income and their lives, because they put their faith in the rulers of the time, instead of the ruler that just rose from the tomb right in front of them. Their fear was so real that later in this chapter of Matthew we come to find out they get paid off to say something entirely different happened, and actually try and mislead the people despite knowing for certain what they truly saw. It is shocking yet true. Then, if you push on past that paid off deception from the guards you get the Great Commission that we are all too familiar with. Now, whether we consider today foreshadowing, or the real first Great Commission, where the women are actually sent out, is up for debate. 
What we read and hear for certain is that these very women were first told by an angel what to do, and they left “quickly with fear and great joy and ran” (2) to tell the others. They did not wait, they did not need further encouragement, and there was no doubt. Their reward for this, their very blessing, was that Jesus comes and meets them along the way. Jesus appreciates all that they have done and are willing to still do for him that he allows them to touch his feet and further make sure that he is real and not some kind of ghost. These ladies have the opportunity of all opportunities and they get to worship the Risen Christ right along their paths. Jesus then gives them the very same message they just heard from the angel sitting on the stone at the tomb. Jesus speaks in accord with the angel and the mission of the church has been launched! 
Through that very encounter with the angel at the tomb, through that very unshakable belief, through that fear and great joy as these ladies burst into action, through that very encounter with the Risen Christ on the way, through having the message of all messages to tell the disciples to go on to Galilee and get to the center of all things, the disciples back then, and all of us here and now, have the very blessed opportunity to be able to go out into the world and announce and proclaim with great joy and certainty that Jesus Christ is Risen… He is Risen Indeed!
Alleluia and Amen.

Matthew 28:1-10 (NRSVUE)
Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to proclaim the good news: Jesus is risen!

1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”
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