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THE RESURRECTION OF THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT
— by Lisa Kaihara
We shall not be safe until the principle of
equal rights is written into the framework
of our government. —Alice Paul*
The majority of Americans believe that
women should have equality under the
Constitution. The majority of Americans
believe that women do have equality
under the Constitution. They do not.
In a 2011 interview with California Lawyer magazine, the late
Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia stated, “Certainly the
Constitution does not require discrimination on the basis of sex.
The only issue is whether it prohibits it. It doesn’t. Nobody ever
thought that that’s what it meant. Nobody ever voted for that.”
Justice Scalia’s view reinforces the reality that any rights without
explicit Constitutional protection are subject to the whims of the
legislators at any particular time in any particular state.
The need for the ERA is as valid now as when it was introduced,
initially in 1923 and again in 1972. By 1977, 35 states had ratified
the amendment. With a 1979 deadline looming Congress voted
to extend it to 1982. As the second deadline passed, the ERA was
still stalled three states short of the 38 needed. In 1992 history
was made when the “Madison Amendment,” dealing with
Congressional pay and first introduced in 1789, was ratified to
become the 27th Amendment. This action gave rise to the belief
that Congress has the power to either pass a bill to modify the
original deadline, or to declare ratification accomplished when the
38-state threshold is reached.

MEMBERSHIP MEMO
— by Casey Christensen
On October 1st we held League 101, our new member orientation.
An energized group of six new members attended and one new
person joined! Julianne Dieterich, Betty Brugger and myself were
in attendance. We talked about why we joined and then regaled
them with stories and history from our League, such as the breakfast
study, accessibility of polling places, and how on a national level
Cheryl Wollin and Janet Kittlaus led the way to a national League
position supporting abolition of the death penalty.
Our next “Drinks and Dialogue” gathering, which doubles as our
holiday party and welcome to new members, is on December 5th
at the Ecology Center.

This action gave rise to a “three-state
strategy” by ERA activists. After a 40year period of inactivity Nevada became
the 36th state to ratify the ERA on March
22, 2017. Illinois is poised to become
the 37th. Just as we were 30 years
ago, the League is at the forefront of
the ratification effort. Watch for – and
respond – to Calls for Action on this
issue from the state LWV.
To highlight the issue, local leagues
are hosting screenings of Equal Means Equal, an award-winning
documentary about how women are treated in the United States
today. More than 100 people attended a screening hosted by the
Evanston LWV on Sunday Oct 29th at Niles West High School.
Following the film, Valerie Krejcie led a panel discussion with
Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky, State Senator Heather Steans,
State Representative Lou Lang and Michelle Fadeley, president of
the Illinois National Organization for Women. (Pictured L-R above)
If you haven’t seen the film, you have another chance on Thursday,
November 30, when the Wilmette and Glenview Leagues will host a
screening at the Wilmette Public Library at 7:00 PM.
* Alice Paul, suffragist and leader of the National Women’s Party,
is credited with authoring the text of the ERA in 1923: Section 1.
Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by
the United States or by any State on account of sex. Section 2. The
Congress shall have the power to enforce, by appropriate legislation,
the provisions of this article. Section 3. This amendment shall take
effect two years after the date of ratification.
There are still a few members who haven’t renewed for 2017-18. If
you are one of them, please contact the office or visit our website to
renew your commitment to our member-driven organization!
THE LEAGUE’S BIENNIAL NATIONAL CONVENTION IS
IN CHICAGO NEXT JUNE! Attending the LWV national
convention is an excellent way to learn more about the League
and to participate in democracy. I attended the 2014 convention
in Dallas and was blown away by the energy, hard work, and
knowledge of the participants.
Last month I attended the first planning meeting for the
convention for the Illinois League. We will have a critical role
in staffing the convention with volunteers. As more information
becomes available I will pass it along to all of you in the Intercom
and through e-blasts. I am very excited for the opportunity this
convention will bring to our League. Stay tuned. . .
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League of Women Voters®
of Evanston

Dear Colleagues,
If you take a look back at our calendar for the past
two months and review our e-blasts, we’re sure you
would agree that autumn has been a very busy season
for LWV-Evanston. In particular, members have been
working on two areas of our program: promoting the
expansion of affordable housing; and launching a
study of the office of the city clerk. In this issue of the
Intercom we seek to provide information about what
we have accomplished so far as well as what we plan
to do in the future.
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Co-Presidents
Casey Christensen & Julianne Dieterich
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November marks one year since the 2016 presidential election. In the months since, we
have seen an increase in League membership and a renewed commitment to impact
public policy through education and advocacy. We recently held a League 101 meeting
for new members. One of the members said that in searching for a group to join she
chose the League because we know who we are and we have a long established history
of success.
We hope to see you at one of our upcoming events. Please check the calendar below so
you don’t miss anything. In particular, we want to highlight our annual holiday party on
December 5th. It is always a great opportunity to welcome new members and catch up
with your League friends.

In League,

Casey & Julianne

casey208@comcast.net
julianne.dieterich@gmail.com

LWVE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30 ~ 5:30-7:00 PM
HEALTHCARE - A RIGHT OR A RESPONSIBILITY?
Union League Club, 65 West Jackson Blvd, Chicago, Speaker: M. Hill Hammock,
Board Chairman Cook County Health and Hospitals System. Program is free.
Advance registration requested: 312-939-5949 or League@LWVChicago.org.
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30 ~ 7:00-9:00 PM
“EQUAL MEANS EQUAL” FILM & DISCUSSION
Wilmette Public Library, 1242 Wilmette Ave, Wilmette
Hosted by LWV Wilmette & LWV Glenview. See page 1 for more.
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5 ~ 6:30-8:30 PM
DRINKS & DIALOGUE HOLIDAY RECEPTION
Evanston Ecology Center, 2024 McCormick Blvd, Evanston
All members are invited for an evening of casual conversation with new and
old connections. Drinks and hors d’oeuvres provided. RSVP by Dec 1 to
LWVEvanston@gmail.com or 847-859-7883.

Membership
Penny Doyle
Treasurer Betty Brugger
Secretary Candice Dalrymple
2017-2018 ELECTED DIRECTORS
Communications Chair Cate Whitcomb
Development Chair Karen Hunt
Local Government – Observer Corps
Jessie Feldman
Monthly Events – Local Program Chair
Joan Lakebrink
Members-at-Large
Gloria Callaci Betty Hayford
OFF-BOARD APPOINTMENTS
NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Chair Karen Telser
Member Mary Morris
OFF-BOARD APPOINTMENTS
Office Coordinator Mary Kay McGuire
Webmaster Mary Lewis
Intercom Newsletter Helen Gagel

THE INTERCOM
is the newsletter of the
League of Women Voters® of Evanston
Newsletter Design JulieWinsberg.com

MISSION STATEMENT

HOLIDAY GIFT-WRAPPING AT BARNES & NOBLE!
Date TBD. Contact Karen Telser kftelser@att.net

The League of Women Voters, a

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17 ~ 11:45 AM
CURRENT IMMIGRATION ISSUES IN CHICAGO
Three Crowns Park, 2323 McDaniel Ave, Evanston, Luncheon featuring attorney
Sr. Bernadine Karge. RSVP by Jan 12: LWVEvanston@gmail.com or 847-859-7883.

encourages informed and active

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15 - 11:45 AM
EVANSTON AND CMAP: LOOKING AT TRENDS FOR 2050
Three Crowns Park, 2323 McDaniel Ave, Evanston
Luncheon featuring Jane Grover, former Evanston Alderman, now Outreach
Principal at Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP)
Updates at www.lwve.org click on link to Calendar
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nonpartisan political organization,
participation in government, works to increase
understanding of major public policy issues,
and influences public policy through education
and advocacy.

LIKE LWVE
ON FACEBOOK

DEFINING EVANSTON’S HOUSING CHALLENGE
— by Helen Gagel
The need for safe, accessible and affordable housing is often expressed
in human terms: the homeless who endure a daily search for shelter; the
parents and grandparents who struggle to pay the rent; the older adults
who are at risk of being priced out of the home they have lived in for
decades. All of us can relate a story of someone we know who is facing a
housing challenge. However, when the affordable housing issue comes
before policymakers, they must deal with facts and figures as well as
feelings. In advance of the Oct. 30 council meeting, city staff prepared
a 32-page white paper detailing the challenge and proposing some
pathways to solutions. The paper was authored by Johanna Leonard,
Community Development Director; Sarah Flax, Housing and Grants
Administrator; and Savannah Clement, Housing Policy and Planning
Analyst. You can access the document here: tinyurl.com/y7weo4k2
The affordable housing challenge is often stated in terms of people
who are “housing cost burdened.” This term refers to the percentage
of household income spent for mortgage costs or gross rent. According
to the US Dept. of Housing and Urban Development, households
spending more than 30 percent of income for these housing costs are
considered to be “cost-burdened.” Households spending more than 50
percent are considered to be “severely cost-burdened.”
The staff white paper states Evanston’s need in numbers that
document the stories all of us can tell: “According to HUD
Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy (CHAS) data for 20102014, 76.7% of Evanston low- to moderate-income households are
housing cost burdened. Additionally, 13.4% of Evanston residents, or
10,036 people, are living in poverty according to US Census population
estimates released July 1, 2016. Based on HUD data that shows 42.7% of

households in the Midwest qualify as worst-case needs, approximately
2,252 of Evanston households, or 8%, would be classified as worst-case
needs. Worst case needs are defined as renters with very low incomes
– no more than 50 percent of AMI – who do not receive government
housing assistance and who pay more than one-half of their income for
rent, live in severely inadequate conditions, or both.”
The League of Women Voters of Evanston has a long and proud history
of advocacy for equity, accessibility and affordability in housing. In the
1960s and 70s, our focus was on fair housing, with support for a local
ordinance prohibiting discrimination based on race, sex, marital status,
and age or presence of children in the household. The League also
conducted studies leading to ordinances regulating condominium
conversions, housing rehabilitation and landlord-tenant relations.
In succeeding decades, the League took up additional housing
issues, including historic preservation and homelessness. Today, our
community – and others on the North Shore – is faced with what some
have called a crisis in ensuring affordable housing for both long-term
and new residents. The League is a voice in the community conversation
now underway, acting under the local program item adopted at our
2017 annual meeting:
Promote expansion of affordable housing and enforcement
of fair housing laws in Evanston by working with like-minded
organizations seeking to influence the City to increase its impact;
develop strategies to generate greater visibility and public
understanding of these issues.
In this Intercom we summarize the current state of the ongoing
affordable housing discussion, and include links to additional
information. Members who want to get involved in League advocacy
on this issue should contact Jennifer O’Neil or leave a message at the
League office.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING: AT THE TOP OF CITY AND LWV AGENDAS
— by Betty Hayford & Jennifer O’Neil
When the Evanston City Council examined strategic priorities during
the summer, affordable housing was identified as a major focus. A
special meeting was held on October 30 to review existing policies
and consider new options in such key areas as creation of affordable
units, paths for home ownership and effective use of revenues from the
inclusionary housing ordinance and other sources. LWVE is part of a
new coalition, Joining Forces for Affordable Housing, which is working
to articulate principles and mobilize citizen support.
On October 24, a week in advance of the special council meeting, LWVE
hosted an expert panel on affordable housing. The panel explained
some of the policy and process elements as the city council considers
several proposals and engages in an extended discussion of city
priorities. Jennifer O’Neil served as moderator for a capacity crowd at
Prairie Moon restaurant.

policy and planning analyst; Adrian Willoughby of the Reba Place
Development Corporation, which develops and manages affordable
housing in Evanston; and Britt Shawver, CEO of Housing Opportunities
for Women (HOW).
All three speakers emphasized the scarcity of funds for providing
housing, and the importance of the Evanston Inclusionary Housing
Ordinance, which sets requirements for developers in Evanston
to include affordable units in new buildings or pay “fees in lieu” to
the City’s Affordable Housing Fund. Clements noted the fund will
realize some new dollars from currently planned developments, but
acknowledged the need to clarify goals and priorities for using the fund.
Panelists agreed that Evanston needs to have reliable data about the
different segments of the population that need affordable housing
as well as how they are impacted by city policies. They cited a need
to expedite approval procedures, and to clarify goals so as to inform

Our panelists were Savannah Clement, City of Evanston housing
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LWV OBSERVER RECAP OF OCT 30 AFFORDABLE HOUSING DISCUSSION
Thanks to Jessie Feldman for compiling a prompt and comprehensive
summary of the Oct. 30 meeting. Her report is excerpted here. The full
report is posted on the LWVE website.
The City Council convened for what Mayor Steve Hagerty described
as a “council conversation.” Eight of the nine aldermen attended in
person, with Ald. Eleanor Revelle participating by phone.
COUNCIL CONVERSATION SUMMARY: Discussion was framed in
part around a White Paper prepared by city staff that included these
“ideas for discussion:” how to create new housing opportunities;
increase affordable units in market rate developments; expand revenues
for affordable housing; create pathways to homeownership; expand
development of income-restricted rental units; maintain and expand
rent subsidies for low income households; leverage external resources
to develop housing for low income and special needs residents;
preserve existing affordable housing; expand programs to overcome
barriers for low income households; maintain supportive services for
Evanston residents; promote healthy housing and neighborhoods
Aldermen addressed a wide range of options and ideas, including:
• Zoning revisions regarding: accessory units; no more than three
unrelated residents in a unit; absentee owners; expanding rooming
house model which requires a license and inspection.
• Increasing supply and types of housing: Ald. Don Wilson
suggested developer fees might be increased if a development is
replacing existing affordable housing; extending length of time for
affordable housing staying affordable; offering a variety of housing
types; need for more rental housing.
• Ald. Ann Rainey offered an Evanston Rental Program using the
$1.2M opt-out fee from the 831 Emerson development, which
recently won city council approval. Her plan would subsidize
30 families for 3 years, and would cover moving costs, security
deposits, and rent subsidies.
• Ald. Cicely Fleming, joined by Ald. Melissa Wynne, suggested
building an affordable housing development on an under-utilized

city-owned parking lot at Hinman and South Blvd. Ald. Fleming also
suggested using real estate transfer tax funds for such projects,
and looking at general assistance and rent assistance benefits to
help keep people in their current homes.
• Ald. Wynne suggested increasing the fees paid by developers
under the inclusionary housing ordinance.
• Ald. Robin Rue Simmons requested statistics regarding vacant
properties and transfer tax transactions by ward.
• Ald. Revelle (via text) suggested using the Housing & Homeless
Commission for assistance, and setting a regular time to assess
progress, perhaps every quarter.
CITIZEN COMMENT: Among the suggestions made by 21 speakers
were: create a clearly defined long term process including first- and
next-steps guidelines; no opt out for commercial developers; promote
Land Trust funding; shared housing; use best practices from other
communities; include some incentive funding support for landlords
who currently provide affordable housing units; retain the 3 unrelated
residents rule.
COUNCIL ACTION: Aldermen voted to create a seven-member
subcommittee to consider revisions to the inclusionary housing
ordinance and expanded revenue sources. Aldermen Fiske, Wilson,
Revelle and Rainey volunteered to serve. Mayor Hagerty will appoint
three citizen experts in housing issues. The council will hold another
special meeting in January to continue the discussion.

JFAH RESPONDS TO COUNCIL ACTION
LWV has joined a new coalition—Joining Forces for
Affordable Housing—that is the collective voice of more than
20 local and area organizations and agencies advocating
for comprehensive and long-lasting solutions to Evanston’s
affordable housing challenges. JFAH was convened by Connections for the
Homeless, whose Director of Advocacy, Sue Loellbach, is the organizer and
lead spokesperson for JCAH. Prior to the Oct. 30 council meeting, JFAH
held a press conference at the Morton Civic Center to state the coalition’s
key positions, i.e., the need for a comprehensive plan for affordable housing
that matches solutions to the diverse needs of residents who are housing cost
burdened. Post-meeting action by JFAH will begin with a follow-up letter to
Mayor Hagerty and the City Council restating the coalition’s positions and
offering assistance in the development of a “What Would It Take?” affordable
housing plan. The letter will be posted on the JFAH website.
For more information about the coalition, go to:
tinyurl.com/yc7gp73y

AFFORDABLE HOUSING continued from page 3

developers what is permissible or desirable. Costs in
Evanston are high because available land is limited.
The biggest challenge after funding is resident fear
or resistance to any change, and a lack of public
understanding that provision of affordable housing and
integration of affordable housing into a community has
a positive impact and does not reduce property values.
Since citizen comment at council meetings can
be dominated by those who oppose a particular
development, the panel emphasized the value of the
council taking time to learn how affordable projects
would really work and how clearer city regulations
could facilitate positive results. League members were
encouraged to write or meet with their aldermen to
encourage their support.
continued on page 5
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LWVE BEGINS ANALYSIS OF
CITY CLERK POSITION
— by Betty Hayford
The LWVE program this year includes a goal to “conduct a study of the
City Clerk’s office, including a comparison of how this role is handled
by other municipalities” and to understand the advantages and
disadvantages of having an elected or appointed City Clerk. In October,
a League committee convened to address this program goal.
The committee realized its first task was to clarify what the responsibilities of the City Clerk
entail. It reviewed outlines of responsibilities on the clerk’s web page, and in city and state
legislation. The clerk’s stated duties include services for City Council (recording meeting
minutes, processing ordinances and resolutions and keeping records). The clerk’s office
provides services to Evanston residents, with voter registration and records and election
administration among the most important. The clerk has also been the Evanston FOIA
(Freedom of Information Act) Officer.
Members of the LWV committee met with City Clerk Devon Reid in late September (he was
elected last April, defeating incumbent Rodney Green). Reid emphasized that he works closely
with the Cook County Clerk on election-related activities, and is committed to improving the
way that FOIA requests are handled by his office. He has agreed with the City Manager to
transfer some duties previously handled in the clerk’s office to other city offices, in order to
refocus the office on enhancing civic engagement and citizen empowerment. He said his
office will be reaching out to the community and working to connect citizens to areas of city
government that concern them. He also expressed interest in establishing some elements of
participatory budgeting in Evanston.
During the fall, several aldermen expressed concern about preparation of council meeeting
minutes and management of FOIA requests. At the October 16 council meeting, these
concerns were aired and steps were taken to ensure smooth operations.

CONNECT. SHARE.
LEARN. ACCESS.
CELEBRATING 5 YEARS

of making connections among
older adults who cherish
their independence.
Services, Support & Sociability
to help you age well.

847-721-1413
NorthShore-Village.org
YOUR HOME | YOUR CHOICE

MovementSolutions

Physical Therapy & Sports Performance
Lance Labno, PT, DPT, LMT
Physical Therapist and Owner

tel (847) 372-3816 | fax (847) 810-0302
350 Linden | Wilmette, Illinois 60091
lance.labno@gmail.com | www.movement solutions. com

The League addressed this program topic because many voters do not have a clear
understanding of duties of City Clerk. The committee will be talking to clerks in other
communities to learn how their duties are similar or different from the Evanston office, and how
the duties may have changed. League members interested in this issue are welcome to join the
group, which meets about once a month, on weekends, to identify questions and develop plans
to gather information. Please contact Betty Hayford ehayford@gmail.com .

AFFORDABLE HOUSING continued from page 4

DEVELOPMENTS UNDER CONSIDERATION:
HOW has proposed a 16-unit development at 2215 Dempster with services to support residents.
Some neighborhood residents have expressed opposition, often citing problems which HOW
has in fact successfully addressed. HOW requested partial funding support, which the city council
initially rejected. However, it is likely that the funding request will be heard again in the near
future. The development otherwise meets all city requirements. The Albion Project is a 15-story,
200+ unit rental building proposed for 1450 Sherman Avenue and would include 15 affordable
units. Placing affordable units downtown near transportation is considered a positive concept,
but other objections have been raised to the proposal. Another project has been proposed at
130 Chicago Avenue to include affordable units and public services.
In addition to these developments, Northlight Theatre has proposed plans to return to Evanston
with a 37-story development including a boutique hotel, a restaurant, rental apartments and 250
parking spaces in the 1700 block of Sherman Avenue. The rental portion of the building would
include some affordable units.

HELP EVANSTON
LEAGUE CONSERVE
RESOURCES

If you would prefer to receive the
INTERCOM only on the internet, as a
link to our LWVE website, please email
LWVEPresident@gmail.com or call
the League office at 847-859-7883 and
leave a message telling us to stop sending
you a printed copy. It will help us be more
eco-friendly and reduce printing and
mailing costs!
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MEET THE MAYORS:
HAGERTY AND VAN DUSEN COMPARE NOTES
— by Elizabeth Kinney

had previously served on the city
council. When he was asked about
transparency in city government, he
mentioned a current issue involving
Freedom of Information Requests
(FOIA). Both mayors expressed
concern about the volume of FOIA
requests.

On Monday, October 16, 2017, the
League partnered with North Shore
Village to present a dialogue with
George Van Dusen, Mayor of Skokie
and Steve Hagerty, Mayor of Evanston.
Helen Gagel served as Moderator.

Van Dusen began his local
As to economic development, Van
government service in 1984 as a
Dusen stressed the importance of
trustee of the Village of Skokie.
providing an environment where
He was elected mayor in 1999 and
developers feel that they are dealing
Helen Gagel posed questions to Mayors Van Dusen
continues to serve in that role. His
with professionals. Van Dusen
and Hagerty at October 16 luncheon.
prior experience includes serving as
said that Tax Increment Financing
district aide to former Congressman
(TIF) is an indispensable tool for
Sid Yates. Hagerty was elected Mayor of Evanston in April, 2017.
development. He also encourages as many LEED-certified buildings
He founded Hagerty Consulting, an emergency management firm
as possible.
that has supported recovery efforts for numerous natural disasters,
including Hurricane Katrina and Superstorm Sandy.
Hagerty stated that Evanston is always looking for opportunities to
expand the tax base. However, the city has very little land available
Helen Gagel noted that both Skokie and Evanston are inner-ring
for development. According to Hagerty, most of the current
suburbs with diverse populations, home rule, and a council-manager
proposals for development are for residential use. He favors a mix
form of government. Differences include the election of village
of commercial and residential development in the downtown area.
trustees at large in Skokie, while alderman are elected from
geographic wards in Evanston. Also, Skokie has a political party,
Both mayors spoke with pride and conviction about being Sanctuary
the Skokie Caucus Party, which mounts a slate and usually prevails,
Cities. Van Dusen said that rallies have been held around the
whereas Evanston’s council and mayoral races, albeit nonpartisan,
village to reassure residents that they are welcome. Both mayors
are often contested.
pledged to do everything legally possible to resist the dislocation of
residents. Hagerty, noting Evanston’s “Welcoming City” ordinance,
Hagerty was asked about his experience in becoming mayor without
acknowledged that “our values could have financial consequences”
first serving on the city council. He pointed out that there is a lot of
if the Trump administration follows through on its threats to withhold
frustration in the world today because people feel disenfranchised,
funds from Sanctuary Cities. But he stated that the City would find
and that he might have anticipated such frustrations more, if he
ways to deal with it.

STATE OF THE STATE:
JOURNALISM’S ROLE IN PROTECTING DEMOCRACY
— by Betty Hayford

Durbin voiced his commitment to the
traditional values and practices of
fact-based journalism, while warning
of the danger of the “fake news” now
prevalent on the Internet. Increasing
gerrymandering of voting districts
and suppression of voting rights need
to be addressed to strengthen the
political center and make bipartisan
cooperation possible.

LWVIL held its annual State of the State
Luncheon on October 11 at the Union
League Club in Chicago, featuring
Senator Dick Durbin and awardwinning journalist Renee Ferguson.
Both speakers emphasized
the
importance of investigative journalism
and voting rights to our democratic
system. Both also deplored the state
of our current political environment,
even while expressing confidence in
its key elements.

New LWVIL President Bonnie Cox
reminded the audience of the hard
Evanston League leaders at State of the State
work that Leagues all over the country
Luncheon: (L-R) Betty Hayworth, Gloria Callaci, Casey
have done to protect voting rights.
Christensen and Julianne Dieterich.
Ferguson praised the value of
She also announced a major LWVIL
investigative,
evidence-based
fund-raising effort to raise $200,000
journalism as a tool for uncovering and remedying social injustice,
to support the League’s ongoing dedication to Making Democracy
asserting that responsive government officials will change policies
Work. Keep up with LWV-IL events and advocacy online at
and procedures when the public knows the facts.
www.lwvil.org
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TRACKING THE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS IN EVANSTON
— by Helen Gagel
The final in a triple-header of LWV
luncheons on local issues featured
Johanna Leonard, Director of
Community Development, who
guided the audience at Three
Crowns Park through the multiple
steps in taking a project from
concept to city council approval
(or rejection). Leonard and her staff
are currently shepherding seven
projects through the process,
from the Albion, which is now on
the council docket, to Northlight
Theater’s recently unveiled
proposal for a high-rise and theater

(L-R) Julianne Dieterich, Johanna Leonard and Betty Brugger
at November 7 program on community development.

complex on Sherman Avenue.
Community Development incorporates all municipal functions
involved in development and redevelopment: planning, zoning,
housing, economic development, and transportation and mobility.
Staff from these departments meet weekly as the Design and Project
Review Committee to provide feedback on potential projects
and hear public comment. Leonard described a useful online tool,

now being used on a trial basis,
where the public can access,
track status, and comment on
projects in the pipeline. The
site—coUrbanize.com—is a
user-friendly digest of a project’s
history and status, with maps,
photos, and minutes of meetings
related to the project. Two
projects are currently posted:
1450 Sherman (the Albion project)
and 601 Davis St. To access the
projects, log on to coUrbanize,
(you will be asked to register) and
search by the project address.
Leonard also explained how

the City measures the “public
benefit” of a project when considering requests for city investment
or permission to build in excess of city requirements. Sidewalk
improvements, for example, are not a public benefit. But preservation
of an adjacent historic structure might meet the criteria, or providing
a ride-sharing benefit to residents (as was done in the Chicago-Main
project). More about the work of the department can be found at:
tinyurl.com/y7mzaqrp

LWV MONITORS COOK COUNTY BUDGET PROCESS
— by Betty Hayford

was expected to produce $200 million in revenue in
2018. In the wake of that vote, Board President Toni
Preckwinkle proposed a 10% across-the-board cut in
all department 2018 budget requests. Not surprisingly,
several department heads objected.

The FY 2018 budget dominates the work of the Cook
County Board of Commissioners during October and
November. Commissioners hold public hearings and
interview elected officials and department heads about
their budget requests. LWV-Cook County members
attend these hearings and post reports on its web site
to inform the public how their tax dollars are used.
Before the process started this year, members of the
LWV committee wrote to John Daley, who chairs the
Finance Committee that oversees the budget process, to request
that he encourage commissioners to play a more active role. League
members drafted questions they would like to see commissioners
pose, focusing on getting more information from department heads
to justify their requests for funds for specific programs that have not
been clearly evaluated.
The Cook County budget process is more complex than usual
this year because in October commissioners voted to rescind the
sweetened beverage tax that had gone into effect in August and

The Cook County LWV sent out a Call for Action to local
leagues asking them to contact their commissioner
and urge them to take an active role in evaluating the
performance of each department and identify specific
cuts to expenditures. Commissioner Larry Suffredin,
whose district includes Evanston and Skokie, has over
the years actively questioned and evaluated the work of county
officials. The Board of LWVE sent a letter to Commissioner Suffredin
thanking him for his strong work on the budget in the past and urging
him to remain active in the process.
LWVE members interested in the Cook County budget process
are encouraged to read the observer Eyewitness Reports online
at lwvcookcounty.org. If you want to get more involved in the
LWVCC activities, you can get more information from Betty Hayford
ehayford@gmail.com .
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