


​•​​THE TAEDA​​•​​OCTOBER 2025​​•​

​Q&A with Our Vice President:​
​Owen Stropoli​

​Introduction:​
​Salve!​​Mihi​​nomen​​est​​Owen​​(or​

​Tiberius​ ​Furius​ ​Formosus​ ​if​ ​you’re​
​feeling​ ​Roman).​ ​I’m​ ​a​ ​senior,​ ​going​
​into​ ​my​ ​fourth​ ​year​ ​of​ ​Latin,​ ​and​
​want​ ​to​ ​study​ ​psychology​ ​in​ ​college,​
​maybe​ ​even​ ​taking​ ​some​ ​classes​ ​in​
​classics.​

​Q: Why did you decide to take Latin?​
​A​​:​ ​I​ ​decided​ ​to​ ​take​ ​Latin​ ​because​

​I’ve​ ​always​ ​loved​ ​Greek​ ​mythology,​
​especially​ ​after​ ​reading​ ​Percy​
​Jackson.​ ​At​ ​the​ ​time,​ ​I​ ​was​ ​also​
​discerning​ ​becoming​ ​a​ ​priest,​ ​so​ ​I​
​thought​ ​taking​ ​Latin​ ​made​​sense​​for​
​that.​

​Q​​:​​What’s​​your​​favorite​​part​​of​​MJCL?​
​A​​:​​My​​favorite​​part​​of​​MJCL​​is​​being​

​a​​part​​of​​a​​group​​whose​​members​​are​
​zealous​ ​about​ ​the​ ​Roman​ ​language,​
​mythology,​ ​and​ ​culture.​ ​Those​ ​who​
​take​​Latin​​are​​now​​a​​niche​​group,​​so​​I​
​think​ ​that​ ​gathering​ ​together​ ​at​
​conferences​ ​and​ ​synchronizing​​indi-​
​vidual​ ​activities​​is​​a​​fun​​way​​to​​share​
​this interest with others.​

​Q: Do you have any fun facts?​
​A​​:​​Staying​​on​​the​​topic​​of​​Latin,​​last​

​school​ ​year​ ​I​​went​​on​​a​​trip​​to​​Rome,​
​Florence,​ ​Paris,​ ​and​ ​Brussels​ ​with​
​Latin​ ​students​ ​of​ ​Brother​ ​Rice​ ​and​
​Mercy.​ ​It​ ​was​ ​an​ ​amazing​ ​trip,​ ​and​ ​I​
​gained a lot of weight!​

​Q: Which Roman god/goddess do​
​you relate to the most?​

​A:​ ​I​​think​​the​​Roman​​god​​Janus​​is​​a​
​cool​ ​representation​ ​of​ ​the​ ​human​
​condition.​ ​He​ ​is​ ​his​ ​own​ ​contra-​
​diction.​ ​In​ ​a​ ​way,​ ​I​ ​think​ ​we​ ​all​ ​are​
​sometimes​ ​our​ ​own​ ​contradictions.​
​We​ ​can​ ​be​ ​both​ ​courageous​ ​and​
​cowardly,​ ​intelligent​ ​and​ ​dopey,​ ​and​
​virtuous and selfish on the same day.​
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