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PREFACE -

_ THE following traéts originated in notes, colleéted

by the author for his amufement-and inftruc-
tion in matters relative to archery; and which (hav-
ing been perufed by thofe, whefe fuperior knowledge.
and proficiency in the art entitle their opinions to
very high refpec, and by them deemed of more.
importance, than the ‘author annexed - to them) he,
has been induced to arrange and methodife; and by
throwing them into a connefted form, has endea-
voured to render them of public utility : . much pri-.
fing archery himfelf, and defirous of contnbutmg' g
hls mite towards the fupport afi enwuragqmantﬂf '
an art; which requires only to :be miore. genegauy
known, and rendered more. famlllar to Bp'come uni-
verfully adopted and efteemed., 4 ‘Rurthet éncont
" ragement to him in the undertakmb, was the recol-
lection, that although the revival of archery ‘at. the
clofe of the eighteenth century, had prodqud fom,
fmall pubhcatwns (1) upon the, fubJeét,, yet, that

4

(1) T2 Anecdotes 9f Archery by the Rev. G. Oldﬁdd And ano;.her
pubhcanon under the' fame title, by, E.. Hargrow. Thefe works
chiefly contain fhott Extra&s from Grofe’s Military Hiftory gf Great
Britain, and Stow's Survey of Londom; with fome account of buglc
horns; and a lift of the prefent focicties of archen. LR

a. " thofe
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thofe publications profeffed to be only anecdotes,
and cpnfequently (notwithftanding their merits and
the amufement they 'may afford to the archer) fell
very far thort of any #reatife upon the art, as well as
. of encouraging it, by clearing the path which led to .
the pradtice of it. Mr, Mofeley, indeed, by far the
moft confpicuous of modern writers upon archery
" (whofe performance is marked with much refearch

- and juft obfervation) has evidently taken a very.
extended view of archery, ancient and modern,
throughout the world; and has not tied himfelf down:
to-an account of the particulars or pradlice of it-in
this- ¢ountry, beyond what was confiftent' with his
géngral-plan.  Upon the fubje&t of practical archery:
m"Ehgiand we have but one writer (Roger Afcham)-
wholivedin the reigns of Henry VIIL. and Elizabeth,
atrd Wﬁo, as he hxmfelf informs us, wrote the firf?
_ Treapfe upgh-Englilh Archery.

! N "Pcpﬁaﬂs wé ‘ate told (See the Preface to
Mo jélky, ip-;5): poflels tredtifes upon the art, as
pi’d&f’c& :by the.m,. writtén in very early times. The
Efﬁﬁe%r* Léo {in ‘his Tatics, Has given a few hints
u]ircm ‘this fubJe& and’ Vegetms (in his work De Re
‘Mlzwrt} fhghtly notices the praltice of this art.
Wﬂ}‘ ¢ Have not any ‘writer upon archery, prior to
Kftharly,isiby him thtas accounited for. « And, thiat
“ no man hitherto hath written anye booke of fhot-
3/ jtif, “the - faulte is- ot to be layed in the thyng,
“whith was worthie to be written upons but of
ki men,_ whlch were negligent in doynge it; and this
“ was the caufe thercof as I fuppofe Menne that
& : : . ufed
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« ufed fhootmg moﬁe, and knewe it beﬁ were not
¢ learned : men that were learned, ufed little shoot-
« ing, and were ignorant in the nature of the thynge,
- * and fo fewe men hath bene, that h}therto were able
“ to wryte upon it.” :
A’Ithough in this kingdom
— “There ar¢
7« Whom ﬁil]_ the meed of the greenatclier charms.”
. V Armjirong. + Art of preferving Health. B. iii.
yet, are there many, who have fcarcely heard “of -
. fuch an exercife as that of the bow": and éthers,' who

" may occafionally have feen that-infirument in the

hands’ of an ‘archer; and' yet are total ﬁrangers to
its pecaliar and valuable qualities. 'And, thére ate
nét afew, who fthew that refpeét and’ veneration fot '
the bow, and that propenfity to tike #t ap, v&hic’fl
‘Afcham " obferves, is fo-niatural th°the Englijh nation.
Yet, as he tells ué; “becaufe they knowé riot Whiche
“ waye' to houlde to come to fhbotmo‘e, h”ave
“ cleaiie turned themfelves from fhootmge "To
encourage fuch perfons to engage in"the pra&xce of
“an art, whichpromifes to réwald theit labouts, with
* Tealth, pleaf‘ure fatisfaction and appléufe, and to
affift their attempts to become proﬁc1ents in it; isthe
author’s chief aim.

Afcham had more extended views in wiiting' His
‘treatife, adapted to the times’ in which he lived:
namely, the fervice of his’ Prmce, who firove to en-
courage the art for military purpofes, and of his
Countrymen, by reminding them of the honour and
valu‘e of it in the field; and an earneft defire’ to

: a2 ' chEck‘
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check, as far as juft reafoning and honeft pe;'fuzﬁon
‘'would go, the baneful influence of, among other
vices of the times, that of gambling (which, we may
colleét, from his manner ‘of exprefling himfelf, was
carried to a moft lamentable height) ; and to fubfti-
tute an honourable, healthful and manly amufement.
This treatife of Afcham’s, although, in fome parti-
culars, it appears to us defetive as a Treatife upon
the Art of Archery; yet is it found to be extremely
ufeful to thofe who with to become fecientifically
‘acquainted with the art. Upon the late revival of
archery, it was reprinted, from an.edition of his
whole works by Bennet in 1761, with two or three
trifling notes, that confefs the inability of the anno- -
tator to explain this part of his author’s work. ~Af-
_cham was a man of great learning and (as his Bio-
graphy informs) was not only the chief ornament of .
a celebrated college in the univerfity, but vifited
foreign countries, frequented courts, and, lived in
familiarity with flatefmen and princes; not only in-
~ firu®ed fcholars, in literature, but formed Elizabeth
to empire. He had too the honour and good f fortune
- to, be tutor to Lady Jane Gray. See Bemzets Pre-
© face to Afcham’s works, and the Biographia. It was
the fathion of the times, in which he lived, to write
in the Greek or Latin language; but he wrote his
Toxophilus (2) (for fo he fubfcripes his Treatife on
Archery) in the Englith tongue, for which he gives

(2) The Toaxophilus has undergone two editions, fubfequent to
its firft publication in 1g44, and previous to the edition of A~ -
<ham’s works by Beanet, viz.in 1 57:, 1589. It was reprinted at
Wrexkam, 3788, the

N . .

-
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the following reafon. « If any man would blame
“ me, eyther for takmge fuch a matter in hande;
“ or els for writing it in the Englifhe tongue, this
“ anfwere I may make to him; that whan the befte
“ of the realme thinke it honeft for them to ufe, I,
“ ome of the meaneft forte, ought not to fuppofe it
“ vile for me to write: and though to have written
“ it in another tongue, had bene both profitable for
“ my ftidy, and alfo more honeft for my name: yet I
¢ can thinke my labour well beftowed, yf with a little
“ hindraunce of my profyt and name, maye come
“ any fourtheraunce to the pleafure or commoditie of
“ the gentlemen and yeomen of Englande, for whofe
“ fake I tooke this matter in hand.” Another ob-
je& W1th him was (as he gives us to underftand) to
brme into repute and purify the Englith language.
And his performance was, no doubt, at the time, -
"an ornament to it: but, at this day, his phrafe-

~ ology fitands in need of much explanation, to make

it intelligible. This treatife alfo wears-a very for-
bidding afpett on another account; bemg written
in quefhon and anfwer, and in the Socratic ftyle of
“difputation, (replete with arguments and fimilies of
confiderable length, often digrefling largely from the
** fubje& matter, and not unfrequently involving that,
as it were, in a cloud of excentric and often appa- .
rently trifling reafoning) it has been found by much |
too tedious and 'dry a publication for thofe, who .
either are not admirers of antique literature ; or who
-, with to have the thread of the fubject they are in pur-
fuit of unbroken or who have not fufficient leifure
a 3 , to



[ v ] '
through the uninterefting mazes of quaint

cumﬁances induced the author of the
following pubhcatnon to confider, in what manner he
" could render this part of his work moft acceptable to
the generahty of readers, and more conformable to
his plan. To have republithed the Toxophilus with
explanatory notes (many of which muft neceflarily
bave been. very prolix) would, he .conceived, tend
much to diftraét the attention of the reader. © And,
as archery had undergone fome alteration, fince the
time when Afcham wrote, he apprehended, that the
readieft way to make his defign intelligible, eafy and
acceptable, was to throw the text and comment to-
gether, leaving little to follow by way of note. And,
to prevent the idea, that he had arrogated to himfelf
what was the produétion of Afcham, he has not
'falled to mark every fentence, which he has extracted
from the Zoxophilus, with inverted commas; a mfe-
thod he has adopted with refpect to his quotations
from other authors : to which he has alfo, in general
~ if not always, obferved to annex their names.

In attempting to methodife the Toxophilus, he
found he had engaged in an undertaking of fome
dlﬁiculty This Treatife on Archery may, with juf- -
_tice, may be compared to a diffeéled puzzle, confifting
of many very differently formed parts; which, when
~ 1ightly conneéted,” form one complete and regulat
figure: or, to a number of alphabetical letters thrown
" * promifcuoufly together, but which, when properly
arranged, difcover a regular and finithed compofi-

: : tion ; -
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tion; and which are left for the reader to exercife his
wit, in the putting them sogether. However, "he
has ftudied te make the bufinefs ealy to his repders, |
by colle&ting and arranging the variety of little hints
upon the art, which are to be found greatly difperfed .
in the Toxephilus, and often inveloped in the {ubtil-
ties of logical difcuffion; and to methodife and re-
duce them into fome kind of regularity and fyftem.
For which purpofe, he has varied from the plan of that
- work, which only divided the treatife into two parts;
and he has, throughout, made ufe of chapter and
Jfé&ion, and arranged the fubjeét matter accordingly. .
This method will be, found to anfwer, tolerably well,
“the purpofe of an Tndex; for, the heads of every chapter
and fection being fomewhat full and explanatory, will .-
become an eafy guide to any particular part of the
Comment upon the Torophilus. And, as this plan is
adopted throughout the following tralls, the reader
will thereby have a pretty accurate viey of the whole -
work. Befides, the author found it neceflary, not -
only to change the old orthography for the modern,
but alfo to explain, and, fometimes, ¢ranflate: whole
fentences; which, though fuited to the quaintnefs of
the time in which Afcham wrote, are not, well adapted-
to the prefent. Beyond thefe neceffary liberties, he
has made but little alteration in .the grammatical
paft of the compofition ; occafionally, only, infert-
ing between crotchets, a word or two by way of ex-
plapation: And, to fatisfy curigfity and raife 4 fmile;

" he has quoted fome few of the more remarkable

paffages in their original form and drefs.
: ' a4 The -

\}
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. The author muft here, mdeed obferve, he had beerf
glven to underftand, that a. Treatife upoxLArchery had
been written fince the To.rophzlus, by Gervafe  Mark-
ham, (publified in the year 1634). To this work,
therefore, he was eager to refer; conceiving that it
~would either fuperfede the neceflity of his intended
colleétions from-the Tozophilus; or, at leaft, fave
“him much labour in the undertaking. With fome
pains he got accefs to the book (which, at this
time, is a very fcarce Trac); but he found himfelf
greatly difappointed and deceived, and felt not a
little indignation againft the author :and his per-
‘formance, when he difcovered, that it was a mere
extra® from: Afcham, without any kind of comment
" or explanation: yet, with matchlefs effrontery, dif<
playing a manifeft endeavour to conceal the name of
the original compofer, and to transfer the language
and merits of the Toxophilus of the learned Afcham
to Mr. Gervafe Markham,

To render this part of his pubhcatlon more com-
plete, the author has added to the Torophilus feveral
chapters; confifting of matters either totally un-
noticed, or but very flightly touched upon by Af-
cham. And he has fubJOIned an aceount of the dif-
jbrent kinds of fhooting, and given the various rules
applicable to each, w hxch\he prefumed would not be
unacceptable ; particularly to young archers and thofe
who may with to form themfelves into focieties, and -

“to. regulate them accordmg to the cuftomary anfl ef-
tablifhed rules. : :

After giving this reafon, for hawnc entered fo much

' mto
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into the minutie of practical archery; he has only
to obferve, that he has endeavoured to avoid-the error
~ of becoming obfcure by too much brevity ; and pof-

‘fibly may have run into the oppofite extreme. Upon
the whole his objeét has been to execute his perform-
ance with fidelity and corre@nefs, and he has been
~ particularly, careful, not to omit any part or word inthe
Toxophilus, which could tend to elucidate his fubjet.
In perufing the Art of Archery, the reader will fre-
‘quently ftumble upon terms qf art. Afcham tells us,

¢ he muft ufe archers words.” To make thefe terms '

familiar and intelligible, the author has added a Glof-
fary or Explanation.
~ With refpe& to his Comment upon fome parts of
. the Toxophilus, particularly on thofe points which
are now termed 4fcham’s five Points of Archéry, he
.feels great diffidence, and entertains much doubt of
a fuccefsful endeavour: and, therefore, cannot but
make avowal and apology for the imbecility of his
pen; which ‘indeed, muft frequently manifeft itfelf
in that and various other parts of the following
Traf@ts. To have left them in the unexplained ftate
in which Afcham has given them, would not be fatif-
fying the nature of a Comment: and.as the want of
an enlarged Commient has long been complained of,
the author determined to do hls beft towards fur-
" mouhnting the difficulty of the tafk. '
All arts, we know, -are more ploperly the fubje&s
* of imitation, than -of defcription : at leaft, {o far as re-
lates to the minutie of them, to manual operation, and,
in particular to corporeal attitudes : to.exprefs which,
both
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both the pen and the pencil are, even in the hands ‘
‘of the firft mafters, often found to be very inade-
quate; and fail to become fatisfaétory. In the ope-
rations alluded to, there is fubjoined to great dexte-
sity a peculiar method and flyle of action, that
often cannot be taught but by erample. To thefe
caufes muft, in' a great meafure, be attributed the
lofs of fome former arts. It was the difficulty
* of conveying a clear and fatisfattory -explanation, -
~ which feems to have deterred Afcham (whofe learn-
~ing and knowledge of archery might well have
qualified him for the tafk) from giving us.a greater
infight into' this part of thé art: for, we find him
frequently obferving, that fuch nicety of action was
more “ pleafant to behold than eafy to be taught—not
“ fo.difficult to be followed in prallice, as to be de-
“ feribed.” And, fpeaking of fhooting well, he ob-
ferves, “ I can teach you to fhoote faire, even as So-
¢ crates taughte a man ones to know God; for,
“ when he afked him what was God, Nay, fayth he,
« I can tell you better what God is not: -as God is
“ not ill, God is unfpeakable, unfearchable, and fo
« forth ; even likewife I can fay of faire thootinge.”
- Following this rule, he has given us a fort of nega-
~ tive or reverfed infirution : pointing out the faults,
~ and leaving us to extradl from them the excellencies
and perfection, of an archer; and, clofing his obfer-
vations, by a reference to the archer, and an admo-
nition to ftudy from life. In thefe days, the practice
_of archery differs, in fome refpects, from the archery
of former ages: and, from the partial attention now
' paid



[ =xii ]
paid to it, the principles of the art do not feem ‘to be
thoroughly underftood, or perfeéily afcertained and
fettled ; and confequently, we fometimes. find, that
opinions upon the fubjeét clath, and by turns out-
" weigh each other. Indeed, it muft be obferved, that
many experiments in archery yet remain untried.
Every man is too apt to flatter himfelf, and to
think that metbod the beft, by which he beft fuc-
- ceeds. But fuch an opinion is founded in fhort-fight-
ednefs and narrow judgment. And, we are too
much inclined to difplay our own weaknefs, by con-
demning or fetting at naught what is not fuited to
our confined comprehenfion ; and often fuppofe, that
in this age every thing is better done than it was in
the laft: and beyond that, we think we difcern great
error and ignorance. Although this remark does not |,
want foundation, yet, the hackneyed phrafe, ¢ that
 every-age improves upon the laft,” may fometimes be
mifapplied. To bring thefe obfervations to. our fub-
~ je& (archery). We are very unwilling to admit, and
are often tempted to demy the excellence and feats
- of archery noticed in former times; becaufe we neither
faw any fuch inflances of it ourfelves; nor have we;
after many attempts, attained to fuch excellence. With- -
out digrefling further intoargument upon the occafion,
~ one remark occurs ; namely, that the knowledge of
a few years fhould be cautioufly fet up againft the
experience of ages. And we thould be fomewhat in-
clined to allow, that we may not yet have recovered
all the knowledge, principles and ‘methods, under
which archery was purfued by our anceftors. The
- ~ author

1
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author of the following Traéts has dwelt longer upon
thefe obfervations, than, perhaps, was neceffary ;
‘left, by apparently leaning to the praétice of modern
archery, and fetting forth the examples of a few good
archers of this day, he fhould be charged with having
modernifed this ancient art too much. But, certainly, -
~ archery, and the caufe of its praftice, have greatly.
changed fince Afcham wrote. We fhoot thorter dif-
tances—ufe weaker bows, and ftudy more precifion,
than our anceftors did. And, although the author is
“aware, that there are, in thefe days, men of great
- genius and ingenuity, who, being fatisfied that archery
s an art very difficult in nice performance, have not
merely taken it up, but alfo have made it a critical
Sudy and fevere labour ; and who have, in their prac-
- tice, fomewhat fwerved from the opinions of thofe,
who derived their knowledge in the art, from the
remnant of the old Englith archers : yet, he is ready
to confefs, his inclination leads him. to think, that
could our forefathers rife again and become our in- -
firu@ors, it m_ay, at leaft, admit-of a doubt, whether,
* in teaching archery, even under its prefent refiraints,
.they would not fupport the old praétice, by well
* founded reafons and convincing experiment.

To thofe who have feen Mr. Anderfon fhoot, it
will immediately occur, that thefe- obfervations ad-
vert particularly to his flyle of fhooting; which
has been by fome (and very fuccefsfully) fol-
lowed of late. To thofe who have not, further ex-

- planation may be neceffary. In the laft of the fol-
-lowin g Traéts, which contains the Pralice of Ar chery,
“the
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the reader will find it noticed, that, of late years, ftwe
fingers only had been, by many, ufed in"drawing the
firing; and that feveral archers held their bows in an
obligue direGtion or fomewhat flattened. Thefe two
points partlcularly mark the fhooting of Mr. An-
derfon; who obtained ‘his knowledge of drchery
in Flanders: but it fhould be obferved, that the -
Flemings feldom fhoot any diftance beyond one hun-
dredyards. Mr. Anderfon took up the bow at a very
early age, -and from that period has made it a con-
ftant exercife: and he is faid to have found no
rival in his praftice of archery, either in England,
Scotland, or Flanders. But, when it is faid, he has
found no rival, it muft alfo be added, as far as Fle-
. mith archery (that is, in pomt of diftance) extends.
For, his fhooting has been confined to the target and
butt. Mr. Anderfon fhoots with a bow rather weak,
yet-fuited to his firength and the Length he fhoots :
he has an excellent eye, and poflefles-an eafy, ﬁcady
and fharp loofe. Upon the whole, he is allowed to be
an incomparable archer. .
In one part of the following Traéts (Part II )it
will appear, that the author has noticed archery, not -
only as a moft gentlemanly recreation, and an ex-
ercife capable of aﬁ'ordirig the ‘amufement of an
“hour; but as poﬂ'eﬁing in itfelf fome valuable inci-
dents, particulagly in its tendency to promote and
reftore health, and to increafe and invigordte the muf- -
cular powers of the body. “Some may fuggeft, he has |

furely preffed the point too far; and that his own par- =

tiality has carried him beyond the bounds of reafon,
' wien
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whent he ventures to pr'g/bribe archery ds a rethedy
agaitft ofd-age. However, he has not written without
citing’ his authorities, (fome of them indeed flate-
opihions and fanétioned by parliamentary declaration).

' On this fibje® Mr. Salzmann. (the author of the
Gymhaflic' Exercifes Jor Youth) in {peaking of the
valuk of archcry, as an exercife for young perfons,
fupports His o opinioris by a fenfible remark, which will
apply very forcibly to this part of the authot’s Traéts.

- * I mhuft confefs,” fays he, “ that every fport, which
“ occupiesa lad, exercifes his faculties, and fortifies
“ his- health, by employing' him' in' the open air,
- appears to' me of importance. If the force of an
#¢ Ulyfles'be deﬁrable, let us not defpife thie means, by
“ which he acquired and exercifed it.” On miany

"' accounts archery appears to be an ezercife of much

value. * Pethaps there is no amufement whatever
which 'more awakens and enlivens the a&we powers,
. and creates 0 little fatiety. A
- Part of ‘the author’s deﬁdfx wis an inveftigation of
ancient archery,, with a view to afcertain the truth of .
the ‘feats recorded- of the’ bow in fofmer .times,
. when-in the hands of individuals; and to difentangle
‘them, as much as poffible, from fiétion and romance:
for this' purpofe, he has collefted, arranged, and
commented upon all fuch feats of archery as”hif-
tory or tradition has handed down t8 us; and affayed
‘the praticability of them by fuch rules, as feemed
‘beft adapted to attain the end propofed. ~Judging,
that a favourable refult to this inquiry, would quiet
~ the many floating opinions and frequgnt defultory
, ¢ * obfervations

-
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obfetvations upon the fubje@ ; and would alfo afford
fatisfa@tion to the lovers of arthery. In: thie eourfe:
‘of this inveftigation, many fa6ls relative-to: military
a’rchery caught ‘his eye; particularly fuch as are to
be found in Sir‘John Smith’s Difcourfe on Weapons :
which were: the fubje& of a very able publication:
at the clofe of the fixteenth century, and which are
~ not to be met with, fo fully detailed, in any hiftorical

“writer upon the affdirs of this kingdom. - Hencg, he
* was led into a new field of differtation on the powets
of thie bow, recently indeed, trod over before him by
4 very: ingenious writer (Mr. Mafon): who.(although
not pofleffing the evidence that had fallen in the way
of the author of thefs' Tradls; and which'was Highly
important to'the .fubjelt, in as much as' it' greatl§
extended ‘the known powers of the bow, and fups
ported its military charatter ‘by: more recerit ex-
amples of its effects; long after -the introduétion of
JSire.armtsdrawn by the pert-of a man'of'great military
ikill :and: expenence, whe himfelf bore tefhmony to
part of his narrations) offers, as far as good reafoning
“and able deduion and comment cah extend, a wery
_ . forcible appeal in behalf of the bow, as:a!weapon‘of
war’; calculated tb contend even with the weapons of
- the:prefent age. In the courfe of this purfuit, the
author was led to perufe and confider the arguments
of thofe, who had- written in oppefition toSir John
Smithi; and to colle&, from a variéty-' -of authors,
whatever he could find -applicable to his fubjeé.
This part of his work alone has proved-a tafk of la-
“bour” and refearch, . for having once entered upon it,
: he
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he withed to leave it complete. In accomplithing his.
_defign, he has, perhaps, been fomewhat too. liberal of
his notes, and at times too prolix in their details.
However, in point of matter, this part of his attempt.
has anfwered far better than that, which purpofes an
“inveftigation into the feats of ancient archery; im
. purfuit of which, he was carried far into the mazes
of antiquity; for, when he had extricated himfel, he

.. -had the mortification to find, that, among the many

volumes in print and manufcript, from whence he
moft hoped for information, very little to his purpofe
gould be gleaned. Yet, he feels fome fatisfattion in
~ the confidence, that the fearch has been.made; and,
.that he fhall obtain credit for labours, which can

_ mever be 'made apparent. This inquiry has, how-
ever, enabled him to introduce, in a part of the follow-
ing Traéts (Part IV. Ch. vi. Sec. iii.) an account of
the lengtk of the old Englifh arrow : the different
opipions refpeéting which have long been a fubje&
of inconclufive argument ; and, he has endeavoured,
by a colletion of ancient authorities in print and
manufcript, to eftablith a well founded-conclufion
upon this head. o
The author had it in contemp}atmn, to have in-
troduced in the following Traéls, as accurate a fketch
of the hiftory of our great hero of archery (Robin
Hood), as the public and private libraries, to which
"he had accefs, would afford. He had, indeed,
entered uporr the execution of this defign; when,
meeting with the new edition of the Garland, he
defifted from further fearches: believing, that. any
: ' : S ~ attempt,
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attempt to add to the collettions of the author of
that publication upon’ the fubjeét, would prove as
fruitlefs, as any attempt to arrange and conneét
his own Colleétions, fo as to render them in any
degree as acceptable as thofe in the new Gar-
land. Indeed, to the author of that publication,
both the Archer and the Antiquarian are much in-
debted ; no lefs for the beft and moft authentic ac-
count of that great archer ever publifhed ; than for
the 'valuable additions of ancient poetry relative to
his exploits, which that author has.made to the Gar-
land itfelf: - However, one Extraét, upon this head,
. from Grafton's Chronicle, will be found in the courfe
of the following work. - :
. Although thefe Traéts are dedicated to the Arcker,
and the Englith Long-how is the fubjeét they profefs
to treat upon; yet it is a fubjeét fo intifhately con-
nefted with- the affairs of thlS kingdom, that it can-
not but partlally include the 17 iftory and Antiqui-
ties of Great Britain: and therefore may poffibly at-
traét the attention of thofe who are fond of. perufing
iniveftigations of that nature. The Englith long-bow
has, of late years, become a topic not only of private
converfation, but alfo of public difcuffion. In the
year 1783, the Honourable Daines Barrington pre-
fented to the Society of Antiquarians (of whlch he was
a member) a paper upon the fubject ; which was read
before them, and is prihted in the 4rcheologia. It con-
tains indeed, a very imperfect hiftory of the Englith
Long-bow; and, although not charaéterifed byany ex- -
tent of refearch, is erroneous in many particulars. Mr.
b - Barrington's
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Batrington’s Miftakes will be noticed, as they occur,
in the following Traéts: which will be found to pur-
fue the fubjeét to a very remote period of time.

Befides the lover of hiftory and antiquities, a con-
fiderable patt of the following work, as it involves
-military affairs, may perhaps draw the attention of
military men: who, if they are not entirely of Sir
John Smith’s opinion, with refpeét to the expediency
of refuming the bow as a weapon of war to the extent
he recqmmends, yet may deem his arguments (fup-
- ported as they are by numerous authorities of great
refpetability and weight) fufficiently important to
merit, at leaft, fome confideration, if not experiment.
It is, probably, owmg to this want of experiment
alone, that the Englith long-bow has been of late
years, fo much unnoticed as a weapon of war. So
fimple an infirument carries in its appearance but
little to attra® attention : nor will any defcription of
its powers be fully credited: till fupported by the
atual exercife and difplay of them. This obferva-
tion is founded on daily experience. Many, who
have looked upon the bow as a oy, have been
brought to confefs, that, upon various occafions, it
muft prove equivalent in its effects, as a weapon of
war, to modern fire-arms.

.. Whatever may be the future fate of the Englifh
'long~bfm ; yet the memery of Enghfhmen muft, at
times, beftow a grateful thought upon it: when they
recolleét, that by the aid of ¢kis weapon, they not -
only became an independent and free people; but
alfo by that aid rofe fuperior in the fcale of European -

powers,
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powets, and laid a fecure foundation for their prefent

commerce, trade and greatnefs. To ufe the words
" of Camden,—* I willfay no more, but as one fayth;

“ when Englithmen ufed Hercules weapons, the bow

“ and the black bill, they fought viétorioufly, w1th
- ¢ Hercules fucceffe.’ ——(Remames) '

The author apprehended, that he could not fatisfy
his readers better, than by adding, to his Traéls on
archery, a copy of fo much of Wood’s Bowman’s
Glory as was at all interefting. Particularly as this
little publication is now very {carce, feldom to be
procured in a perfeét ftate (wanting in general the
pofifeript); and, being much fought after by archers,
fells at very confiderable price..

- The Bowman's Glory confifts of two (llﬁm& Parts
or Tra€ls, introduced by a fhort addrefs to King
€hatles IT. a dedication, and a few lines in praife of /
archery : The firft contains
1. A Patent of King Henry VIIL. (in the 2gth year

of his reign) appointing and incorporating the
Mafier of the Ordnance and others Overfeers of
the Fraternity or Guild of Saint George, and
the Science of Artillery for long-bows, crofs-bows
and hand-guns, with power to eftablith the perpe-
tual Fraternity of St. George, and with other ufual

, corporate powers ; and licence to fhoot at all

manner of Marks and Butts, and at the game of
Popinjay, and at all fowls (except in the King’s
forefts, chafes and parks without fpecial War-
rant): and to wear embroidery, filks, fatins and.
furs, not above the furs of martens. This patent.

b2 -. , " alfo



[ xxii ]
. alfo contains an indemnity to any of the frater-
~ nity, who, after having pronounced the word
" faft, thall happen to hurt or kill any one paffing N
between the thooter and his mark: {o as the fame
- was a ufual and a known mark, in an open place,
accuftomed to be fhot at.
2.” A patent of King James (in the third year of his
reign) which, after noticing, that the archers
marks near London, had of late been removed
-and obftruéted, appoints the Lord Mayor of
London, the great officers of ftate and athers, to
be commiffioners, for furveying the grounds
(near London, and within two miles) accuftomed -
to have ‘had marks for archers; and to reinftate-
~ the marks as they “fele in the time of King Henry
VIIL
5. A patent of King Charles (in the eighth year of -
his reign) for the fame purpofe as that of Klng
~ James. ‘

The Second Part of the Bowman’s G?ory appears
to be written by W. M. or W. H. and ceontains an
‘account-of the public meetings or Appearances of ar-
chers from the year 1583. The whole of which will -
be found reprinted at the end of the following
Traéts. - ‘ -

Having thus’ detailed the defign of the following
work, and briefly ftated the plan of it; the author
ventures to lay ‘it before thofe for whom it is
intended: and trufts that they will overlook his
errors and accept his labours in the fervice of ar-
chery. There are many who would have performed

the
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the tafk in a far fuperior manner; but the circum-
ftance, that (in the period of twenty years, during
which time archery has produced many very excel-
lent archers, well qualified in every refpect to take up
the fubjeét) no one has ftepped forward to afford that
material afliftance and fupport to the art (by making
public its benefits and rules of practice) long earneftly
defired; and, that former refearches upon the fubjeét
exténd but a little way, will he trufts fanétion the
prefent publication : which, although a widow’s mite,
is yet an offering at the fhrine of archery, that may
perhaps be entitled to call upon greater genius, and
more perfevering and fuccefsful labour and refearch,
for a better. \
~ The author is well fatisfied, that his additions to
thefe colleflions on archery are fcarcely worthy of
notice. It is upon thofe Colleftions alone, that he
prefumes to think his Publication may become ac-
ceptable. That muft certainly be deemed worthy
attention, which is eagerly fought after, and for the
obtaining of which coft is not fpared. It is therefore a
pleafing circumftance to him, that, fetting his time
and labour out of the calculation, he is enabled to
lay before the admirers of archery (at barely the
Printer’s Charge) the following Colleétions upon the
fubjeét, from printed works, with difficulty to be
procured at any price; "and from manufcripts which
are only to be feen, and that in but one or two places
in this kingdom.

It only remains for the author to acknowledge the
friendly affiftance he has received in the courfe of his

undertaking.
b 3 To
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To the pencil of an artift (Mr. R. K. Porter) “hofe :

excellent productions have long been the fubjeét of
great admiration and public appla.ufe, he is indebted
for the frontifpiece of his work ; and which the rea-
der will find referred to in the Comment upon the
Toxophilus (Part IV. Chap. viii. Sec. iv.)

" To Mr. Haworth he is indebted for the loan of the ’

Records of the Finfbury Archers: and to Mr. Waring,
for his communications ‘and affiftance in matters rela-
tive to the mechanical operations in archery.

.As thefe Traéls are defigned to fupport the caufe of

archery, the following extraét from Carew may not
be mifplaced at the clofe of this introduétory Pre-
face. ) |

© “ Amongft the bodily Paftimes, fhooting carrieth
“ the pre-eminence; to which in mine yonger yeeres
% I caried fuch affection, as I induced Archery, per-
“ fivading others to the like liking, by this enfuing

PROSOPOPEIA:

“ My deare Friends, I come to complaine upon you,
¢ but to yourfelves: to blame you, but for your good:
. % to expoftulate with you, but in the way of reconci-
¢ liation. Alas, what my- defert - can juftify your
“ abandoning my fellowthip, and hanging me thus
up, to be fmoke-ftarved over your Chimnies? I
am no Stranger unto you: but by birth, your
Country woman ; by dwelling, your neighbour ; by
¢ &ducation, your familiar: neither is my Company
¢ fhameful ; for I haunt the light and open fields:
nor my Converfation dangerous; nay, it fhields
“ you from dantrels and thofe not the leaft, but of

“ greateft

(11
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Confequence, the dangers of Warre. And as in .
fight I give you Protetion, fo in Peace I fupplie
your Paftime; and both in Warre and Peace, to
your lymmes I yeelde aétive Plyantnefle, and to’
your bodies healthful Exercife: yea, I provide you
food when you are hungrie, and helpe digeftion
when you are full. Whence then proceedeth this
unkinde and unufual firangeneffle? Am I heavy for
burthen? Forfooth, a fewe light ftickes of wood.
Am 1 combrous for Carriage? I couch a part of
myfelf clofe under your girdle, and the other part
ferveth for a walking-ftaff in your hand. Am I
unhandfome in your fight? Every Piece of mee is
comely, and the whole keepeth an harmonical pro-
portion. Laftly, am I coftly to bee provided? Or
hard to be maintayned ? No, Cheapnefs is my Pur-
veyour, Eafinefle my Preferver: Neither doe I

‘make you blowaway your Charges with my breath,

or taynt your Nofe with my fcent, nor defile your
face and fingers with my Colour, like that hell-
borne Murderer, whome you accept before me. I
appeale then to your valiant Princes, Edwards,
and Henries, to the Battayles of Crefey, Poyters,
Agincourt, and Floddon ; to the Regions of Scot-
land, Fraunce, Spaine, Italy, Cyprus, yea and
Jury; to be Umpires of this Controverfie: all which
(I doubt not) will with their evidence playnely
prove, that when mine adverfe party w3s yet fcarce-
ly borne, or lay in her fwathling Clouts, through
mee onely your Aunceftours defended their Coun-

try, vanquifhed their enemies, fuccoured their
b4 “ friends,
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“ friends, enlarged their Dominions, advaunced their
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Religion, and made their names feareful to the
prefent age, and their fame everlafting to thofe
that enfue. Wherefore, my dear friends, feeing
I have fo fubftantially eviéted the right of my
caufe, conforme your wils to reafon, conforme your

- reafon by praftice, and convert your practice to
6.

the good of yourfelves and your Country. If
I be praife-worthy, efteeme mee: if neceffary,
admit mee: if profitable, employ mee: fo fhall
you revoke my death to life, and fhew yourfelves
no degenerate iffue of fuch honourable Progeni-
tours. And thus much for Archery, whofe tale,
if it be difordered, you muft beare withall; for thee
is a woman, and her minde is paffionate.”

Survey of Cornwall,
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PRINCIPAL WORKS

* . QUOTED oz REFERRED TO.
————
10 prevent the frequert Repetition of the numerous Authorities
quoted and referred to in thefe Tra&s, with their Titles and
Tditions, and to facilitate the Reader’s Reference to the Ori-

ginals; the following Lift of Printed and Manufcript Workl is
laid before hnm

AFFAIRS from Public Records, MSS.. Bibl, Cott. ‘

Aleyn (Charles). The Battailes of Crcfce’y and Poi&tiers. Lenden,
1633, 12mo.

. Ang]lca, Hibernica, Normannica, Camibrica, a Vetenbus Scnpta.
Ex quibus Giraldus Cambrenfis, &c. Francy fum. Arm, M. D.
C.II. fol.

Archzologia, or Mifcellaneous Tra&s relating to Antiquity, pub-
lithed by the Society of: Antiquarians of London. Londen,
‘1770, 4to. ‘

Archerie.— A Brief Treatife to prove the Neceffity and Excellence
of, (by R. S.) Lond. 1596, 4to.

Arnott (Hugo).—Hiftory of Edinburgh. Ediné. 1379, 4to.

Art of War, MSS. Biél. Harl.

Afcham (Roger).—Toxophilus; or the Schole of Partitions. Lond.
1544, 4to.

Avme for the mebury Archers, or an Alphabetical Table of the

ames of .every Mark within the fame¢ Fields, with the true
Diftances
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* Diftances by the Map, and Dimenfuration with the Line, pile
lithed by J.S. and E.B. Lond. 1594, 16mo. Republithed by
R. F. 1604, and again by James Partridge, 1628. ,

Barclay (Joh.).—Euphormionis Satyrici Icon Animorum, 16; 5,
12mo.

Barnes (Joftua) Hiftory of Edward IIL and the Black Prince.
Camb, 1688, fol.

Barrington (Hon. Daines) .—Obfervations on Archery. See Archz-

' ologia, or Mifcellaneous Trads relating to Antiquity, pubh{hcd
by the Society of Antiquarians of London, (vol. ). Lom{ 1740,
4to.

Barwick (Humphrey). —A breefe Difcourfe, concernmg the Force

and Effe& of all Manual Weapons of Fire, and the Difability of

the Long-Bow, or Archery. Lond. 4to.
‘Bellay (Guil. de).—De la Difcipline Militaire. Lyon. 1627, 12mo..
Bofwell ( fames).—Tour to the Hebrides. Lozd. 1785, 8vo.
Camden *(William).—Remaines concerning Britaine. Loud. 1614,
4to. o ) . '
Cantemir (Demetrius).—Hiftory of the Growth and Decay of the
Othman Empire, Englithed by N. Tindal. Lond. 1734, fol.
Carew (Richard).~Survey of Cornwall. Lond. 1603, 4.to.
Clarlton.—Hiftory of Whitby Abbey. 4to.
Chardin (Le Chevalier).—Voyages en Perfe ot autres Lxe,ux de
P'Orient, 3 tom. Amf. 1711, 4to.
Cluveri (Phil.).—Germanj Anthuxp Lugd., Bar. apud Elzev.
1616, fol.
Comines (Phil. de). —Memoires, 3 tom. Brug. 1706, 8vo.

Colle&ions about levying of Men for the Service of War, taken |

out of the Records, MSS. Bis. Cort.

Country Contentments, (by G. M.). Lond. 161 § and 1649, 4to. '
Danicl (Samuel) —Colle&non of the Hiflory of England. Lead,

1650, fol.
Daniel (Pere).—Hiftoire de France, 7 tom. fecond edit. Anf,
1720, 4to.

. Hiftoire de la Milice Francoifé, g tom. Amf,
8724, 4t0s. ! .
ba ' . Dcfaguliers

¢
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Defaguliers (¥. T.).—Syftem of Expenmcntal Philofophy, proved
by Mechanics. Lond. 1734, 4to.

Ducarell (Andrew Coltee)—Anglo—Norman Antiquities. Loudart,
1767, fol.

Edmonds (Clcment).—Commentanes of C. Julius Ceefar, tranflated
into Englith, with Obfervatxohs, Comments and' Notcs. Lond.,
1693, fol.

Fdward VIL.—MS. Diary in his own Hand. Bidl. Coir.

Fire-Shafts.—A new Invention of Shooting Fire-Shafts in Leng-
Bows (by a true Patriot). Lond. 1628, 4to. °
Fitzfiephen (Will, )—Defcnpnon of London, with a Commentary

© Lond. 1772, 4t0. - -

Fortefcue (Sir Fohn).—Difference between abfolute and limited
Monarchy. Lond. 1714, 8vo. )

Frog[&rt (Joh.)—Chroniques de France et d’AngIeterrc, 4 vol
Par. 1518, 4to. See the old Englith Tranflation.

. Fuller (Thomas).—The Hxﬁory of the Worthies of England. Lond.

1662, fol.

Garland.  Sze Robin Hood. ' C

Gibbom (Edw.)—Hiftory of the Decline and Fall of the Roman
Emplre, 6 vol. 3d edit. . Lond. 1778, 4to.

Guwdwin (Thmas).—Hiftory of the Reign of I&mg Heury V. Lond.
1704, fol.

Grafton (Richard).—Chronicle of Briteyn. Lend. 1568, fol.
Greaves (fohn).—Defcription of the Pyramids in Egypt. Lond.
1646, 8vo. '
Hanmer (Meredith). —Hlftory and Chronicle of Ireland. Duél.

1633, fol. )
Hargrove (E.)—Anecdotes of Archery. York, 1792, 12mo.
Hayward (Sir John).—The Lives of the three Norman kmgs of

England. Lond. 1613, 4to.

— Life and Raign of King Edward VI. Lond.
1630, 4tQ. ' .

Herbert (Edward).—Baron de Cherbury. Life and Rei'gn of King
. Henry VIII. Lond. 1672, fol: '
Heréert ( Thomas). —Dcfcnptlon of the Perﬁan Monarchy. Lond.

1634, fol.

Herbert
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Herbert (Thomas),—Travels into Africa and Afia. Lond, 1677, fol,
Hollinfbed ('Rapﬁael).-Chro}nicles of England, Scotland, and Ire-
. land, 2 vols. printed by John Harrifon. Lond. 4to.
Fovius (Paulus),—Defcriptio Britanniz, Scotiz, Hiberniz, et
v Orchadum.  Pen. 1548, 4to.
- Knowles (Rickard).—General Hiftory of the Turks, Lond. 1638, fol.
" Latimer (Hugh).—Sermons. -Lond. 1635, 4to. \
Leland (Joh.)—De Rebus Britannicis Colleanea, Edit., Thomas
. Hearne, 6 tom. Oxen. 1715, 8vo.
Leonis (Imp.)=—Taica five de Re Militari. Lugd. Bat. 1612, gto.
Lytielton (Geo. Lard).—The Hiftory of the Life of King Henry IL.
and of the Age in which he lived, 4 vol. Lond. 176'7, 4to.
Markham (Gm;afe).—Art of Archerie. Lond. 1634, 12mo. |
—- Country Contentmems Lond. 16135, 1649,

4,to

Mafcou (Fok. Facob). ~The Hiftory of the ancient Germans, and
other Northern Nations, tranflated by Thomas Ledxgrd 2 vol.
Lond. 1738, 4to.

. Mafan (Rickard Ofwald).—Confiderations on the Ufe of the Long-

Bow and Pike. Lond. 1798, 8vo. :
Montluc (Blaz/é de).—Commentaires, ¢ tom. Bomd 1592, 8vo.
Monifaucon (Bern. de.).—Monumens de la Monarchie Franqoxfc,
§ tom. Par. 1529, fol. |
Mofeley (Walter Michkael).—Eflay on Archcry W cf/l 1792, 8vo.
Mulcafter (Rickard).—Pofitions concerning the fraining up of Chil-
dren. Loud. 1581, 4to. '
" "Muratori (Lud. Ant.)—Antiquitates Italiz medii Avi. 6 tom. Me-
. diol. 1738, fol. ’
Neade (Will. )—Double-armed Man. Lond. 1625, 4to.

Norfolk Militia.—Plan of leuplme for the Ufe of the Lond.

1760, 4to.
Oldfield (H. G. )—Anecdotes of Archery Lond. 1791, 12mo.
Patrizi (Franc.)—Paralleli Militari. Rom. 1594, tol.
Pock (Francis).—Defiderata Curiofa. Lond. 1779, 4to.
. — e The Auntiquarian Annals of Stanford. Load.
1727, fol. .

’

Percy

.
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Pergy (Themas) ~—Reliques of ancient Englifh Poetry, 3vol. Londi
1765, 8vo.
Pinkerton (fohn).—Hiftory of the Scots from the Acoeﬂion of the
. Houfe of Stuart to that of Mary, 3 vols. Lond. 1797, 4tos
Plinii (Caii Secundi)\—Hiftoriz Naturalis, 2 tom. Par. 1723, fol.
Robertfon (William)—Hiftory of America, 2-vol. Led. 4to.
Redins.—New Principles of Gunnery. Lond. 1943.
Robin Hood.— A ColleQion of all the ancient Poems, &c. now extant
' with hiflorical Anecdotes of his Life, 2 vol. Lend. 1395, 8vo.
Rollin.—Ancient Hiftory (Englith), 16 vols. Lend. 1754. ‘
Rofs (Jokn).—Hiftoria, Regum Angliz. Edit. Tho. Hearne. Qxon.
1716, 8vo. '
Salzmamn (C. G.)—Gymnaftics for Youth, (t:anﬂated from the Gere
man). Lond. 1800, 8vo.
Sandys (George).—Relation of a Journey to the Medgterranean ‘and”
other parts. Londs 1670, fol.
Saville ' (Henry).—Rerum Anglicarum - Scriptores, poft Bedam.
Lond. 1596, fol.
- Scheffer (Fohan. )—Lappomca Franc. 1673, 4to. Angl. Oxon. 1674,
fol.
Scot (Reginald).—Difcovery of Witchcraft. Lond. 1665, fol.
Shetterell (Robert) and | — Archerie Revived, or the. Bowman’s Ex- -
Durfey (Thomas). cellence ; an Heroic Poem. Loxd. 1676, 8vo.
Smitk (Sir John).—Certain Difcourfes on Weapons. Comparifon
of Weapons. Lond. 1590, 4to.
Anfwer to Mr. Barwick, MS. Bidl. Harl. No.

135.

Speed ( Fohn).—Hiftory of Great Britaine. Lond. 1650, fol.

Spelman (Sir John).—~Life of Alfred the Great, by Thomas Hearne,
Oxon. 1709, 8vo.

Stow (Fokn).—Survey of London, 1598, 4to.—Enlarged by John
Strype, 2 vol. Lond. 1720. fol.

—_— Annales, or a General Chronicle of England. Lond.
1631, fol.

Strutt (Fo /ep&) —Horda Angel-cynnan, or a compleat View of the
Manners, &c. of the Inhabitants of England, from the Amval
of the Saxons, till the Reign of Henry VIIL. 3 vol. " Lond.

17755 4to.

! Stuart
A
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Stuart (Fames).—Antiquities of Athens, 3 vol. Led. 1762, fol.

Survey of Englith Forts, &c. MSS. Bibl. Harl. '

T qverniere (Jean Baptifie).—Voyages en Turquie, en Perfe, & aux
Indes, 3 tom. Par. 1676-9, 4to.

The Booke of certain Triumphes upon the Mamage of Richard
Duke of York (8on to King Edward IV.) with Ann Mowbray,
Daughter to the Duke of Norfolk, MSS. Bib. Harl.

Jurmer (Samuel).—Account of an Embafly to the Court of the
Tefhoo Lama, in Tibet: and Narrative of a]oumey through
Bootan. Loxd. 1800, gto.

Vegetius (Flavius).—De Re Militari, cam Commentariis, aut Notis
Franc. Modii, &c. &c. Rapkel. 1607, 4to.

Walker (Jofeph C.)—An. Hiftorical Effay on the Drefs of the Anci-
ent and Modern Irith; to which is fubjoined a Memoir on the
Armour and Weapons of the Irith. Dubl. 1 ,88, 4to.

Warrington (William).—Hiftory of Wales, 2 vol. Lond. 1791, 8vo.

Williams (Sir Roger).—A Briefe Difcourfe of Warre. Load*
1590, 4to.

Wood (Ant.)—Athenz Oxonienfes. Lond. 1721, fol.

Mr. Barrington, at the End of his Obfervations on Archery,
notices a MS. Treatife on Archery, by a Sadler of Manchefter;
faid to be in. the pofieflion of Sir Afhton Lever. This Treatife,
upon Inquiry, cannot now be found; but by thofe who have feen
it, is faid to be of no Value; containing only fome few Extralts
from Afcham, with fome very trifling Obfervations, accompanied
with Drawings of the Forms of common atrows.

N. B. The following Book is not quoted or referred to; but méy
be faid to relate to Archery.

Poems on the Archers of the Royal Company of Archers, bnyeve~,
ral Haads. Edinb, 1726, 8vo.

e ——

IT ‘may not be unacceptable to the Admirers of Archery, to be
informed, that the following Prints have lately been publifhed on
the Subje@. :

. An
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Jn Ancient Archer in Mail.—Defigned by Stodart and engraved
by Heath.

- 'This Figure is the Frontlfpleéc to Mr. Mofeley’s Effay on Ar-
chery. It is very neatly engraved, but an incorré& Example of
the Archer’s Pofition, Attitude and A@ion. For he is reprefented
drawing his Arrow at a Mark: and if a diffant one is defigned, bis
Bow-hand is too low : -if a near ‘one, kis drawing-hand very much
fo; and the Elbow of his drawing-arm is too much raifed. He is
drawn with the Jeel of his right foot elevated, in the a& of Shoot-
* ing, a very great Error of the Defigner. In other refpeds, the
. A&ion of the Archer is faultily defcribed. .

The above Criticifm upon this Figure appears the more necef-

fary to be noticed, as it has lately been reduced by Harper, and
prefixed to the Wrexham Edition of Afcham; which may fall into
the Hands of thofe, who may be induced to rely upon this attitude
as an Example to be followed.
* An Engraving of a Portrait of Sir William Wood, in hns drefs as
Marthal of the Finfbury Archers, from an original PiGure in the
pofleflion of the Toxophilite Society. Drawn by S. Harding. En-
graved by 7. Clamp. Publithed May 21, 1793.

Archéry.— A Print reprefenting the Shooting at Blackbeath. De-
figned by Jofeph Slater. Engraved by J. Heath. Publithed
March 23, 1789. ,

Meeting of the Society of Royal Bmg/b Bowmen in Gwerfyllt Park, Den-~
bighbire, in Aqua-tinta. The Figures drawn by R. Smirke, R. A.
_ The Landfcape by J. Emes. The Aqua-tinta by G. Apoftool.
.Publithed April 1, 1794. . :

Female Archers.—Three Figures defigned by Adam Buck. En-
" graved by Wright and Ziegler. Publidhed 179q. .

N

~ The Frontifpiece to Markham’s Art of Archery, is the Figurc
" of King Charles I. defigned as an Archer; but ver-y indifferently
executed. ! '

Bromley (in his Catalogue of Engraved Britifb Portraits) notices
a whole Length of .4fclam reading to the Queen, prefixed to his -
Epiftles, by Elfb, 8vo. but it feems doubtful whether this is,a
real Portrait. '



- AN EXAMINATION INTO THE HISTORY, CHARAC-
" TER AND MILITARY CAREER OF THE ENGLISH
LONG-BOW, FROM .THE PERIOD OF ITS INTRO-
DUCTION INTO BRITAIN TO THAT OF ITS EX-
TINCTION, AS A WEAPON OF WAR: COLLECTED
FROM THE BEST AUTHORITIES: WITH THE OPI-
NIONS OF WELL INFORMED MEN, AND SOME
OBSERVATIONS, UPON THE PROPRIETY OF ITA
ABOLITION IN THE FIELD,
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" TRACTS, #-.

CHAPTER I
SECTION I.

Antiguity of the Bow—Superiority of the Bow as
a Weapon of War, previous to the Knowledge of
Gunpowder—Principles and Materials of Bows in
general—Englifh Nation renowned for Archery—
Revolutions in the Art of War—Periods of all
Arts. ' :

F all the inventions of men, fcarcely any one can
challenge higher antiquity, (1) or more univer-

fal ‘and long continued ufe, than the bow; a weapon
o which

(1) Of the origin and firft invention of the bow, we have
neither hiftory nor tradition. Mr. Mofeley (who has carried his
obfervations upon the fubje to a very diftant age) leaves un-
folved the queftion, by what accident the firing was firft applied
to the-wood, and the arrow to the ftring. He notices (with Af~
cham) the opinions of the ancients: fome of whom afcribed the
invention to Apollo, others to Perfes the fon of Perfeus,- and
Scythes, the fon of Jupiter; and after obferving, ¢ that the
¢¢ founder of every nation has the merit of the difcovery of the
¢ bow afcribed to him by the inhabitants;” he concludes, ¢ that
¢ jt is in vain to make conje@ures on the fubje&; the early pe-
¢ riods of the world being hidden in fuch denfe obfcurity, that
¢ we cannot form any plaufible hypothefis, to ferve as an expla~
¢ nation.” Mofeley, p. 43. However we find mention of the bow
JAn the moft ancient and moft authentic hiftory of the firft ages of
‘the world, and for the firft time, in the days of Ifaac, (about the
year 1 760 before Chrift.) Genefis, c. xxvii. v. 3. Afcham obfen;::s,

: " B that
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svhich has been common to almoft all (2) people, and a
chief inftrument of vitory and conqueft from the re-
moteft period of time. Previous to the difcovery of
gunpowder, the bow was, unqueftionably, the moft
efficacious (3) weapon of war; it united and concentrated
the diftinét powers of the only two weapons of diftant
offence, . that had been difcovered and made ufe of;
namely the dart, javelin, or lance; and the fling. To
the certainty of the former, it added the welocity of the
- ('lattcr. For it muft be apparent to every one who con-.
. fiders the conftruétion and effect of this weapon (the
" bow) that the arrow is but the Jance, reduced in quantity.
{ of matter, and increafed in quantity of motion; by the
~ power of “an inftrument, capable of communicating a
veldcity far greater than that given by the atm, and of

that Nicholas de Lyra carties the antiquity of the bow, as far-
back as the days of 4dam, fuppofing, that it was the weapon
with which Lamech flew Cain. Toxvphilus. _

. (2) Dr. Robertfon, (in his Hiftory of America,) informs us,
¢ that there were fome tribes on that continent, who were fo def-
¢ titute of art and ingenuity, that they h4d not attained to the
¢ difcovery of this fimple invention.” Vol. I. B.iv. p. 375, (4to.
edit. 1577.) Our late difcoveries have traced it to the moft remote
parts of the globe., Cook’s Poyages. .

(3) Mr. Barrington obferves, *¢ that the Englith were fo well
¢ trained to the ufe of the bow, that their armies had (it thould
¢ feem) the fame advantage over their enemies, as the exclufive
% ufe of fire-arms would give us at prefent.”” It was not only
owing to the excellence, but aifo to the smumber of the archers,
that the Englith obtained fo many viQories; for we find, that
the ftrength and madin body of their armies, frequently confifted of
archers, while their enemies in early time, in general compofed
their armies chiefly of men at arms, on whom they placed the
greateft dependence. Upon which circumftance Philip de Comines
makes the following obfervation. ¢ Mon advis eft que la fouve-
¢ raine chofe du monde pour les battailes, font des archiers : mais
# qu'ils foient @ milliers (car en petit mmbre ne valent rien.”) Me-
moires, tom. i. p. 2§. ' : '

continuing
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continuing it to an infinitely greater diftance, than the.

latter can by any means be made to attain (4).
Lamentable is the truth, that owing to the corrupt _

ftate and violent paffions of mankind, war always has -

been, and ftill is, the chief art cultivated among even

the mott civilized people. (5) Among the ftill barbarous .

nations indeed, it is almoft the only one cultivated at
all. We therefore cannot wonder, that an inftrument,

which in its effects was found to be not only materially -

ufeful, in the conftant war which man wages againft

\

4

the beafts of the field, but alfo to poflefs very extenfive ]

powers in the frequent contefts between man and man;

thould afterwards be turned to the deftruétion of the
human race. Its firft ufe procured. for it univerfal
reception and confidence; its latter deftination afligned
it, until Jong after the introdution of gunpowder, the
chief place among the implements of war.

" The principles upon which bows were conftru&ed,
(although different nations made ufe of different mate-
rials,) have been very fimilar in all countries. The
only materials hitherto employed, have been born and
wood;(6) the former are peculiar to moft of the Eaftern,

(4) Thé"ancients (both Greeks and Romans) appear to have
- made ufe of a thong in proje&ing their darts or javelins. The
natives of fome of the South Sea Iflands, ufe a grooved piece of
wood with a ftop at the end, called a #rowing flick; with the help
of which, they are faid to caft a fpear ffiy yards -with unerring
certainty: In the Ifland of Tanna the natives throw their darts
by means of a cord) feventy aud cighty yards. Cook's Vaoyages.

(5). The great hiftorian and philofopher Gibbon, makes the fol-
lowing obfervation upon the difcovery of gunpowder. ¢ 1If,” fays
he, ‘“ we contraft the rapid progrefs of this nnfcbtcvous dif-
*¢ covery, with the flow and laborious advances of reafon, fcience,
¢ apd the arts of peace; a philofopher, accordmg to his temper,
& will Jaugh or weep at the follies of mankind.” Vol. vi. p. 377.

(6) As tobows of metal, fee poff (part 4o ch. §. fec. 1.) Crofs-bows
although originally made of woed, and afterwards of korn, have, for
many ages, been made of feel. A very full account of the crofs-

bow may be found in Muratori dntig. Ital, tom. 2. Dj Jm 26. and

Daniel- Hiff. de la Milice Francoife, tom. 1.
B2 ) . as



»

. pem «
l
. .
h 4 . . . -

[ 4]
as the latter are to moft of the European and other
Nations, The Chinefe-Tartary bow confifts (except

“in the center and at the extremes) entirely of horn.

.The Perfian and Turkith bows have generally a fpecies
of elaftic wood incorporated (as it were) with the
horn, along both curves of the bow. Mr. Mofeley has
defcribed the fhape and materials of the bows ufed in
all parts of the world. But he is fomewhat incorrect in
his defcription of the Perfian bow; obferving that the
horn is united to the wood by means of catgut. For
the horn ufed in the conftrution not only of the Perfian
bows, but alfo of fuch Turkifb bows as are not made
with the #asural horn, undergoes a preparation before
it is ufed in bow-making; being completely fufed or
liquefied, and in that ftate is (by means of its own tenacity
or a glue) incorporated with the wood. Thefe bows,
after they are made, are often (in different places) bound
tight with cane or the finews of the Buffalo, in order to
increafe their ftrength and prevent their giving way (7).

0

(7) In fome countries, the bow has made far greater advances
to perfe&ion, than in others. But where we find it rude and
fimple in fhape, and clumfy in operation; we fongtimes fee it
afflume a moft terrific and abhorred appearance;, ing the
condudor of certain and inevitable death, by the flighteft wound®
from the arrow it proje&s, when dipt in’the juice of fome poifonous
vegetable. Mr. Mofeley has given an account of numerous expe-
riments made upon animals, with the poifon ufed for infe€ing
arrows; which in general proved immediately fatal, and he quotes
from Tavernier’s Travels, a very remarkable occurrence in proof of
the inftantaneous effe&t of the poifon ufed by the inhabitants of
Makaffar; in which an arrow having been dipped, ‘it was blown
through a tube with fuch dexterity, as to firike the great toe of
-a condemned perfon, (the criminal having defired to be wounded
1in that part of his body,) and although two European furgeons en,
the fpot, immediately exerted their fkill, and amputated the part
Jar below the wound, with guick difpatch ; the man died in-their
-hands. Mofeley, p.150." Mr. Paterfon (in his Travels in Africa, in
the years 1777-8-9,) tells us, ¢ that he fell in with an Européan
¢ woman, who had been wounded with a poifoned arrow. Great
: ¢ paing

.
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Of all nations, who adopted the ufe of the bow, no
one was ever found, to be fo fully coropetent to the
exercife and command of its greateft powers, as the
Englifb, who with this weapon, acquired the moft
memorable renown, and gained fuch vné’toncs, as
aftonithed Europe. _

In the foliowing pages, we fhall find, (upon the re-
port of Sir John Smith,) in what high eftimation
the Englith archers were held by other nations; and
the praifes beftowed (even by our enemies) upon their
achievements with the long bow; a little while before
it gave place to a newly-invented weapon. In very
early times, the fkill and valour of the Englifh archers,
carried their fame into foreign countries. Pére Daniel,
fpeaking of the archers of Henry V. calls them < milice
redoubtable, & qui ‘navoit point d’égale, en fon efpéce,
dans les aytres nations,” Hift.'de France, tom. 3. p. 873.
and Philip de Comines ftiles them ¢ /g fleur des archiers
du monde.”  Memoirs, tem. i. ch. 3. p. 21.  The Duke
of Guelderland in aletter to King Richard II. makes ufe
oﬁ;hls y remarkable expreffion; ¢ the tried valour of
your pcoplc, and the fbarpnefs of their arrows, have fo
far advanced the fame of your magnanimous nation
above any of the weft, that terror and dread cannot but
fei%o your adverfaries.” Eord Lyttelton, vol. iv. p. 28.
notes to fecond book. :

'But the defire of novelty, the capacity of the human
genius, and the rapid progrefs of philofophy and the
arts, have brought about fuch frequent and abfolute
changes in all human affairs; that the manners, cuftoms

“ pains had been taken to cure her, but in vain; for at different
¢ periods of the year, an inflammation came on, which was
¢¢ fucceeded by a partial mortification. She told him, that the
¢ wound was eafily healed up; but in two months afterwards,
¢ there was a certainty of its breaking out again, and this had
¢ been the cafe for many years.” . Paterfom’s Travels,

. B3 - - and.
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" and arts of former times, are often fcarcely to be traced,
in the mqumes and refearches of the moft aétive and
diligent antiquarian. As muft be expected in fuch a
revolution; thofe arts moft conducive to the welfare of
ftates, have met with the firft and greateft alterations.

~ And we find that no one has, in all refpes, under-
gone a greater change, both in pnnc1ple and pra&xce,
than the art-of war. Hence, inventions, which in

_times paft were deemed moft excellent, and even mafter-
-pieces of art; after having once made way for others,
calculated (or at leaft fuppofed to be better adapted) to
attain the fame end, and promifing more powers and.

- perfections, have funk into negleét, and been long con-
figned to oblivion. Yet have we not always profited
by the exchange. On the contrary, in this age we fre-
quently deplore the-lofs of arts, which flourifhed fome
centuries ago; and which we find are not now to be
revived; arts which we too late acknowledge to have
had no rival. There have, in all ages, been men, who
were decided opponents to every zew invention: but

~ this obftinate and wilful blindnefs to merit, genius
and ufeful difcovery, has ferved only to encreafe their
energy and progrefs. Old and new fyftems and dif-
coveries can rarely be united; it generally happens,
that in the ftruggle, one is triumphant, and the other
looked upon with contempt or indifference, and at laft

( for ever forgot. One of our firft philofophers and
\ poets, has divided the life of man into feven ages. In
imitation of his example, we may diftinguifh the ex-
itence of ‘every art, by five evident periods; namely,
its birth, progrefs, perfeftion, decline and fall. Periods,
which hiftorians affume, in their correct details of the
revolutions of Empires; and in the fequel of this
treatife, we fhall be able to trace, and afcertain thefe
diftin¢t times in the hiftory of the Enghih long-bow.

_ SECTION
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SECTION II.

v

Introdullion of the Bow into Britain—Partiality qf *
our Anceflors for it—founded upon folid regfons—
_their reluétance to abandon _dze ufe of it.

IT feems {fcarcely pofiible to afcertain, (with any
degree of precifion) the exaét period of time when
the bow was fi## introduced into Britain (8). Mr,
Mofeley thinks it probable, that the bow was imtroduced
into Britain, (as a military weapon) by the Romans,
(Mofeley, p. uo) Cafar certainly had archers, when
he firft landed in England. Comment. But the Roman
archers were chiefly auxiliaries, and their moft expert
. bowmen Cretans, who, Mr. Sandys (Reélation of a jour-

nex

(8) The author of thefe fra&ts has been not a little folicitous,
and not wanting in the labour of a diligent refearch, to difcovey
and trace the ufe of the wwden bow, among European nations in
carly times; with a view to find out, if it had made any figure
in hiftory, previous to the battle of Haftings. But in this attempt
the moft authentic ancient hiftorians (whofe works have furvived
the wreck of time,) afford but tnﬂmg affiftance ; the Roman hif-.
torians relate but little of thofe nations not fubjugated to the
power of Rome; and we have neither any very anciept nor accuz
rate hiftory of their barbarian invaders. Cluver (the author of
the Antiguities of Germany) tells us, ¢ that the only people of Ger-

¢ many who ufed the bow, were the Finlanders and the Goths,
¢ who bordered on the left and mouth of the Viftula; but what
¢ was the form and #ind of bow ufed by them, is (hc obferves)
¢ to be inveftigated : and that Marcellinus fays, that the bows of
", ¢ all nations were formed of bent fpears or poles, (flexis haftilibus)
*¢ except thofe of the Scythians or Parthians, who, in ancient
¢ times, ufed the fame form ;f bow, as they had then.™ ’Il‘&u

w 4 . re
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. mey to the Mediterrancan and other parts anmo 1610.)
. obferves, ¢¢ ufed the Scythian bow, but much better than
¢ the Scythians.” The ufe of 7b‘s bow was continued
among the Romans, long after the divifion of the
Empxrc and Mr. Gibbon, ‘(vol. iv. p. 130.) informs

¢ that in the fixth century, they placed their great
« rehance upon itin the African war.”’ »As the Scythxan
bow was made of horn," the art of fabrxcatmg it was
probably then, (as it has been for centuries paft,) con-
fined to the mations that ufed it; and it is not to be
fuppofed, that the Englith could cafily have obtained
_from their coniquerors, the arms, or the fecret of forin-
ing the weapons, by which they had been fubdued.
And as the ufe of the born bow is not to be traced in the
annals or traditionary hiftories of this kingdom, we
may conclude, that the Englith were unacquainted with
it. In a preceding note (mote 8.) an endeavour has
been made, to trace the ufe and progrefs of the woodex

-

Mr. Gibbon (vol. ii. p. 2%0) calls the Iang Tartar bow. Cluver ab-
ferves, * thatas to other bows, Marcellinus only means, that they
¢ were very long (prelmgi,) as were thofe ufed in England and
¢ among other nations, which equalled the height of a man.” It
is probable, that fome of the Gothic tribes who invaded the Roman
empire, ufed the wooden bow. That they ufed the bow is certain; and

- hiftorians inform us, that in their firft encounter with the army of
the Emperor Decius (amno Domini 251,) his fon was flain with an ar-
row, in the beginning of the a&ion. Macou (who quotes Mauricius)
in his Hiflory of the ahcient Germans, fpeakmg of the Sclavonians,
fays, ‘¢ utuntur quoque arcubus Jigneis.”. The northern Goths,
who came originally from Scandinavia, were the forefathers of the
Normans ; the lattet, Mr. Gibbon obferves, ¢ had long been con-
*¢ cealed by a veil of impenetrable darknefs, and fuddenly burft forth
“ in the fpirit of naval and military enterprife.” The . Normans
(after carrying their arms into Germany, Italy and France,) in the
eleventh century, achieved the conquéft of England; principally,
as our hiftorians relate Dy means of the long wooden bow, which
probably was known to moft of the inhabitants of Scandxmvla,
(in the northern parts of which it is at this day ufed in the fports
of the field): but we do not read of any material difplay of its
powers, till the battle of Haftings.

bow
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bow in Europe, to the time of the invafion of England by
the Normans. The Danes, who as Speed obferves,
<« were a branch from the fame root,” could not be igno-
rant of this weapon; the ufe of which probably extended
to their neighbours the Saxons; although Strutt in his
Horda Angel- cynnan notices, that among the firft Saxons
who came into Britain, there is no mention of the bow,
and that the axe was their principal weapon, Hiftorians
have given very confufed and contradi®ory accounts of
the introdu&tion of the bow into Britain. John Rofs
(the Antiquarian) although hg informs us that the
Britons ufed bows on the arrival of the Saxons; yetin
fpeaking of the battle of Haftings, he tells us, ¢¢ that the
¢« Normans had the vittory, efpecially by means of their
¢ long (9) bows and arrows;”" and adds, ¢ that William
: . : ¢¢ encouraged

. (q) It has been fuppofed, that at the memorable battle of
Haftings, Duke William had crofs bows, as well as long bows,
in his army. And fome hiftorians. and- poets in their details of
¢this /battle, have armgd William himfglf with a’erofs-bow, con-
formably with the report, that he was fo firong a man, as to have
been able to bend this kind of bow, when on horfeback. .

The troops William commanded, being (as we are told) col-
lefted from various parts, were no doubt differently armed ; and
probably the Genoefe bow, or ¢rofs bow, (which we find was -
afterwards fo confpicuous at the battle of Crefly,) was brought
over by William with foldiers from Italy. In Ducarells Anglo-
Norman Antiguities, will be found an engraving (taken by Smart
Lethienllier, Efq.-and publifhed by Bernard de Montfaucon, in
his .work Intitled Les,Monumens de la Monarchie Francoife) of a
piece of tapefiry found in the cathedral of Bayeux in Normandy,
which he tells us was ¢ by tradition called Duke William’s toilet,
¢¢ and faid to be the work of Matilda his queen, and the ladies of
¢ her court, after he obtained the crown of England.” This tapeftry
reprefents the entire hiftory of the Norman invafion, and the battle
olP Haftings. It is divided into feveral compartments, in all of
which, the conqueror is figured in a coat of mail, wita aniron clué
or mace in his hand, and generally mounted on his charger. We
fee in this work many archers, but they a// have /ong bows. Some
credit will attach to the accuracy of this hifloric reprefentation,
as it was not only fabricated immediately *fter the event, but
under the eye of William, aud therefore lefs liable to error. fo;d

urely

X
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¢ encouraged his troops, by affuring them' that the
« Englifp bad not axy archers in their army.” He is fol-
lowed by Speed, Echard, Lord Lyttelton, Sir John
/ Hayward, and others, fome of whom affert, that at the
- battle of Haftings, the Englith were afionifbed at being

~ ftruck with arrows, before the battle joined, and by
enemies, 4 a great diffance.  'While other hiftorians (as
Mr. Mofcley obferves,) do not notice this furprife.
Stow fays the Englith at this battle fbos darts.”
Annals.—Qur. great antiquarian Camden tells us, that
the bow was firft « fhewed to the Englifh by the Danes,
“ and was rought in by the Normans.” (Remaius.)
~ Afcham fays, that Sir Thomas Eliot informed him,
¢ he had read in an exceeding old chrenicle, that the
s¢ firft Saxons brought with them the bow, in the time
% of Vortigern, with which principally they fubdued
-8 the Britons.” In fupport of what Sir Thomas
-Eliot notices, we may refer to an authority (probably
the very authority alluded to by him,) which is Henry
of Huntingdon; who informs us, that in the twenty
fecond year of the reign of Kenrick and Ceaulin (Saxon
Monarchs) a great battle was fought between the Saxons
and Englifh; in which the Englith difpofed their
archers (viris fagittariis) and light-armed troops after
" the manner of the Romans: this battle happened about
the year, 560, (‘Scrip. pof Bedam. p. 180. 5.) In the
" minth cemtury (according to Afferius) we find the bow

furely it better accords with our ideas of military operations, and
the known pra&ice of the great military leaders in former ages,
- that William (who had a very arduous and ative part to per-
. form, and who, by all hiftorians, is faid To have conduted that
battle with great fkill, vigour, and bravery, frequently exhorting
and leading on his troops, and fo indeed he appears in the
Bayeux tapeftry) thould have prefered a fimple weapon of defence,
to a very cumberfome weapon of offence ; the ufe of which latter
required confiant améntion, and was, in its nature, fit oply for a
Joot foldier, . .
' -’

’



[ 1]

in the hands of our renowned Alfred, who feems to have
beftowed much attention upon it, and no doubt had
frequently proved its value, as a weapon well calculated
to enfure both the fports of the field, and the difmay of
his enemies. The greater probability (and which may
ferve to. reconcile the different accounts of hiftorians) is,
that at the time of the battle of Hatings the long bow~" .
had not become a general military weapon in this nation.
And even fuppofing that Harold had his archers; yet
_the effe¢t of namerous and well difciplined bands of
archers, giving regular and fucceflive difcharges of
arrows, (and perhaps from better made bows than what
Harold’s army pofiefied,) might well have created
aftonithment and difmay among his troops. However
the battle of Haftings muft have fully convinced the v
Englifh, of. the value and fuperiority of the long-bow,
as a weapon of war; and no doubt, from that period, it
became with them, and was deemed by their Norman
conquerors, an objeét of the firft attention; for Sir v
John Hayward obferves, ¢ that the Englith bemg

¢ trained to the ufe of it, became the 2ef# fbooters in the

“ world”” Mr. Barrington tells us, ¢ that there is not
€€ any account, when .fhooting with the long-bow among
¢“the Englifh firft began ; and that the ufe of archery, as
<« exprefsly applied to the crofs or Jong-bow, is not men-
«¢ tioned by our chroniclers, till the death of Richard I,/
~ ¢ who was killed with a crofs-bow; and that after this,

¢¢ (which happened in 1 199) there appears not upon
¢ record, any notices of archery, for nearly one bundred
¢ and fifty years; when an order was ifflued by Edward
¢ IIL. in the 15th year of his reign, for providing bows
¢ for the war againft France.” Mr. Barrington indeed
does not vouch for accuracy or inveftigation upon this
fubject, but obferves, ¢ that he has not happened to -
" ¢ fumble upon any paffage which contradids his affer-
“ tion.”

-
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“ tion.” An atténtive perufal of our - chroniclers
and firft hiftorical writers, will afford us confiderable
Jight in this enquiry. We read of archers in the civil
‘conteft"between Stephen and Matilda; butin the reign
of Henry II. the bow appears to have been well known,
and in great ufe as a weapon of war in England. Lord
Lyttelton (vol. ii. 6. 2. p. 157.) fpeaking of the army
of Henry the fecond, obferves, that about tbis -time
* the infantry for ‘the moft part, confifted of. archers
< and {lingers;”" and we find Henry II. frequently
. triumphing, by the power of archery. - Even before the
yeak 11¢g9, archers are noticed in the armies of both
Englifh and Scotch. . The'fame writer tells us, ¢ that
_¢ at the battle of Cuton Moocr in Yorkfhire, (22d -
« Auguft, 1138) between Henry 11. and David King
« of Scotland,” both armies had their archers, ¢ and
¢ that thofe of Henry terribly galled the Galwegians,
¢ and.obliged them to quit their poft, aftcr they had
o compelled his men at arms to give way.” In this
reign, :we find the Welch ce]ebrated as very expert .
archers. Giraldus their chronicler (who was Henry’s
catemporary) has noticed fome of their rémarkable
feats of archery; and Henry himfelf, during his expedi-
tion into Wales, affords a fufficient proof of the fa&;
having twice nearly loft his life by the blow of an arrow
fhot from a Welch bow. (Lord Lyttelton, vol. ii. p. §7:
- Warrington’s Hif. of Wales, vol.i. b. 6. p. 494.) Mr.
Barrington {eems to have forgot, that the moff celebrated
-archer this country ever boafted,  played bis. pranks,”
'(Dr. Fuller’s phrafe) in the Reigns of Henry IE
Richard 1. and Henry III1. (See notes to the new Gar-
lend.) And evén balf a century before the order iffued
in the reign of Edward III. (noticed by Mr. Bar-
fington,) was fought in the reign of ‘Edward I. anno
1298, the great battle of Falkirk, in which 12,000, or

a3
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as Tome fay 50,000 Scotch were left dead upon the field,
while the Englith had not an bundred flain, Eacharmy
had its archers ; but:our hiftorians obferve, that about .
¢bis time the Englifh archers began to excel thofe of all ¥
.other -nations. (‘Goldfmith’s: Hiffory of England.) 1t
may. alfo be noticed, that Richard I. performed great
exploits with his archers, in the Holy-Land;- par-
" ticularly, as Sir John Smith obferves, “ by over-
< throwing (principally by the wonderful effect of his
<¢ archers,) the brave Saladin and his whole army.”
( Difcourfe on weapons.) Mr. Gibbon alfo takes occafion
to notice, the fingular dread with which the Englith
archers filled their enemies in the Crufades, and informs
us, “ that at ope time, Richard with feventeen knights
¢ and three bundred archers, {uftained the charge of the
< whole Turkifb and Saracen army.” (chap. 59.) ~Mr.
Barrington tells us, that Richard himfelf ufed the ¢rofs~
dow, in this expedition, and he quotes Vinefauf as his
author; for the truth of the remark. However this may -
be, no doubt is entertained, that his Englith archers
ufed any other than the Englifh long-bow (10). Giraldus
informs us, ¢ that three thoufand Welch, the moft
 expert in-archery, and- the ufe of the pike, engaged
$ to go into the Holy-Land at the inftance of the

(10) Whoever is defirous to fatisfy himfelf better upon this
head, may poflibly find fomething to his purpofe, by confulting
William Archbifiop of Tyre, Radulthus Cadomenfis. Galfridi & Vine-
Sauf ltineravium Regis Anglorum Richardi et aliorum jn Terram Hie-
rofolymorum, in fix books, publifhed. in the 2d vol. of Gale’s Scrip-
tore: Hiff. Anglie, (p. 247, 429). Roger Hoveden and Matt. Paris
afford likewife fome materials. Speed records a feat of Archery
in the Holy Land, performed chiefly by means of an arrow, but
from what fort of bow it was fhot, is not noticed. ¢ Certainly,
¢ (fays he) Hugo de Neville one of Richard’s fpecial familiars,
¢ is recorded to have flain a lion in_the Holy Land, driving firft:
“ an ‘arrow into his breaft, and then running him through with
“ bis fword.” Hifl. of Great Britain, ~

S «¢ Archbifthop
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« Archbifhop of Canterbury, anno 1188.” (Warring-
to’s Hiftory of Wales, wol. i.p. 175.) It is true, that
. our chroniclers do not always mention the long-bow
by name, and we read, that in the reigns of King John
and Henry IU. the crofs-bow was ufed in England.
See & defeription of the battles of Chefterfield and Lincoln,
in the reign of King Henry 1I1. (Archeologia, vol. ii.
. 9. 276, and vol. viii.p. 195.) But itis probablé, that
the ufe of the latter was chiefly confined to the foreign
~ #roops then in England. And we may obferve, that our
hiftorians feldlom ufe the term archer, when they mean a
¢crofs-bow-man. - :
~ That our anceftors paid to the Jong-dow (11) .the
' highelt veneration, and that their affeion, or (as the
- introducers of fire-arms_termed it) their prejudice for
the continuance of it, was founded upon the moft folid
grounds, no one acquainted with the Englith hiftory
. <an for a moment doubt :—It had long been the fafety
~of the realm (12), and had led the Englith to the greateft
and moft extraordinary victories, that hiftory had to re-

‘(1) The bow ufed by the inhabitants .of this ifland, bhas
always been®diftinguithed by the title of the Eauglif long-bow.
- Mr. Barrington fays, it was thus called, to diftinguifh it from the
erofi-bow. Paulus Jovius calls it the great Englith bow. It might
acquire the title of the Jng-bow, in contra-diftinction to the bows
ufed by moft of the Eaftern Nations, which were fhort, being com-
pofed chiefly of horn. ' (See Marcellinus’s Obfervations ante, note 8.)
Although the Englith do not claim the merit of its firft inven-.
tion, yet the wonders it has performed in the hands of our
anceftors, (who we find at a very early period adopted and foftered
this their darling weapon,) very naturally and fignificantly annexed
their name to it. '
(12) Sir John Fortefcue fays, again and again, that the .
“ myghte of the realme of Englande flandyth mofte upon
& archers.” Treatife of abfolute and limited Monarchy. This obferva-
tlon is acknowledged by feveral a&s of parliament, particularly
the ftatutes of 33 A. 8.c. 9. and 13 Eliz. c. 14. quoted poft.

cord;
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cord; fecuring their peace at home, and planting ia
the minds of their enemies a rooting terror, that did not

terminate with them even in the grave; but furvived,
and was handed down to fucceffive generations. It was -

the weapon, of all others moft fuited to their genins,
prowe/s and frength ;(13) with which they had been ac-

cuftomed:

. (13) Sir John Smith obferves, that the bow was the Gingular
Zift of God to the Englith nation.- And Afcham writes, that

J

neither the French, nor even the Scots, could ever .rival the v

Englifh pation in archery. Patritius, an Italian, (who wrote om
military affairs, in the reign of James I. fays, ¢ that thooting'ia
¢¢ the long bow was a fkill almoft appropriated to our nation,
“ and that naither the Italians, Spaniards, French, or Dutch had
% been accounted archers for five hundred years.” With refpe&
to the ufe of the bow in Framce, Sir John Smith gives us the
following fingular account. ¢ The French king and fome other
¢ princes, did in times paf, eftablith-laws and orders for the ufe
“ of the long bow, and our manner of thooting ; that they might
¢ be able to encounter us with our own weapon : and to the 1n-
¢ tent that they fhould become good archers, granted unto .all
¢ who became perfe&® in that weapon, great privileges and re-
¢ wards; fo that the Englifh long bow was pra@ifed in the
‘¢ greatef? part of France many years. Yet in the end, the French
¢ king, and the captaids of many nations did manifeftly fee, that
¢ neither the French, nor any other nations, with any exercife,
¢ eould attain to fhoot fo ftrong, -and with that dexterity and
¢-excellence that the Englith nation did; whereby they, :feeing
¢ that our manner and ufe of fhooting in our fort of long bows
%t was a very peculiar gift of God, given unto our nation ; they
# Jeft the praQife and ufe of that weapon, (faving only to fhoot
. % at(hort butt for fport) and returned again to the ufe of the crofs
¢-bow; and of later years to the harquebufs.” Harl. MSS. Sir
John Smith probably alludes to an eftablifhment of four thoufand
-archers attempted in France, about the year 1444, every parith
"being obliged to furnifh one. Note to Barrington’s Obfervations on
Archery. See Parquiéres Referches de la France, p. 133, and Hifleire
&e la Milice Francoif: par le P. G. Daniel, tom. 1. liv. 4.

Mr. Barrington (fpeaking of archery in England and Scorland)
obferves, ¢ that as there was no material difference, between the
¢ a@ivity and bodily ftrength of the two people, it might be fup-
¢ pofed, that the Englith and Scots wielded the bow with no

- a o

¢ unequal vigour and dexterity; but from undoubted. hiftorical’

¢ monuments, it appears, that the former had the fuperiority.”
" And Afcham further tells us, * that notwithftanding James I.
¢ of Scotland procured an a& of parliament to be pafied, obliging

. : ¢ every

7
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cuftomed to form an acquaintance, very earlj in life s
and it may, with truth, be faid to have been the
| | | ' toy

¢t every Scot- (under an heavy penalty,) to learn to fhoot; yet
¢¢ peither .the Jove of their country, the fear of their ememies, the

. % aupiding of punifkment, nor the receiving of any profit, could' make

“4¢ them'good archers, who by nature were not apt for archery; and
¢ that they themfelves bore teftimony to the remark, by making ufe
*¢ of a proverb, whereby they candidly gave the whole praife of
¢ fhooting to the Englith: faying, that cuery Englify archer bearcth
€ under his givdle twenty-four Scots.” Toxophilus. Notwithftanding
thefe opinions, we muft be permitted to obferve, that the difin-
clinaticn for archery thewn by the Scetch (a people brave, hardy,
diligent, and poffefled of much mufcular power) was more owing
to their partiality for ‘other weapons, than to any natwral difability.
Every nation is naturally partial to the weapon it has been long
acquainted with, and to the ufe of which its people bave been
trained from infancy. The Englifth themfelves afford an inftance

- in point, in the great attachment they thewed to the bow. The

Scotch too had their favourite weapon, (the broad fword and
target,) with which even in modern times, they have performed

- very noble fervice in the field. And we may remark, that'as far

as modern archery extends, it affords a proof of the'obfervation :
fince from the time of the inflitution of archery in Scotland, it
has in that country met with very great {upport; and at this day,
Scotland can boaft of many fkilfull bowmen. But Afcham ap-
pears to have been not only fomewhat Zar/k, but alfo fomewhat
dncorredt, in this remark concerning the Scotch nation. It i true,
that James E. of Scotland, was particularly anxious to eftablifls
‘the ufe of the bow in that nation ; and to that end, ena&ed laws,
prohibiting the games of foot ball and Golf, and enforcing the prac-
tice of ‘archery. But it feems that after the death of that monatch,
'the national habits prevailed, and among an hundred attendants of a
“Baron, hardly fix archers could be found, the remainder refuming
their fpears. James II. alfo made a fimilar attempt, to fuppert
the ufe of the bow in the Lowlands of Scotland, which proved
ineffetual. However, that weapon met with greater encourage-
ment in the Highlands. In defcribing the arm}' of James III. in
1488, Lindfay enumerates no lefs than ten thoufand Highlandeys
with #4ows, under the Earls of Huntley and Athlone. The author
“of the prefent State of Scotland, (1682) mentions, (p. 6) bows and
arrows as the chief weapons of the Aighlanders, even of that period.
Pinkerton's Hift, of the Scots, vol. i. p. 163, 425. '
As to the Welch, they were always famous for firength and dex-
terity in drawing the bow. The men of the province of Guent, or
-Monmouth, (which was formerly a part of that kingdom) were ac-
counted the beft archers, not beinginferior in the ufe of thelong bow

* to
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tgy(14) of their infancy, the pride of their manhood, and "

the doaft of their old age. Nor was this all, it bore in
their minds-an ineftimable value, on another account; -
for while-it freed them from the fear of a foreign foe, it
enfured their liberties, from the rapacity of an homebred
tyrant. ‘The univerfality of its pra&:lcc had a moft happy

effect in this kingdom; fince, when it readily furnith- .

ed the realm with defenders, and the King with an

army to chaftife a continental foe; at the fame time, it

operated moft powerfully in favour of liberty, by
enabling every one (whenever the Monarch exceeded
his juft prerogative, and broke through the ties of his
folemn compaét with his people, to tyrannife over
them ;) to mees him in the field, fupported even by a
regular army, with egual weapons and equal fkill. (15)

Add

J

to the Normans themfelves. Ld. Lyttel. vol. 2, b. 2, p 157 Among
theold Welch game laws, we find one, which prohlblted any perfon '
from {hootlng at a beaft when at reft, that was appropiiated for the
chace; on pain of forfeiting his bow and arrows to the lord of the
manor ; though he might thoot at and kill any fuch, if he could,
when the dogs were in full cry; but he was not allowed to thoot
among the dogs. Warrington’s Hifs. of Wales, vol. 1, p. 183. The
Irith do not feem to have been much acquainted with the ufe of
the bow, till the reign of Edward IV. who enforced the praiice
of it in that nation (among the Englith refidents, and their Irith

fervants) by feveral a@s of parliament. The hardinefs and na- *

tural firength of body poffefled by that people, muft have given
them great advantage in the ufe of this weapon.

(14) The author of the invention of fire-fhafts for long-bows-
(publithed 1628) obferves, that as Rackets are among the French,
¢ {0 dows are the natural pafiime of the Englifh.” The propenﬁty
to archery in youth, is feen in every village in England; moft
‘bays being fond of makmg an inftrument, fomewhat in the thape
of a bow; though in general, the imitation is very indifferently:
executed. Mr. Saltzman, (in his Gymnaflic' Exercifes for ]oullz,)
makes a fimilar remark.

(15) So long as the Englifh continued the ufe of the bow in
war, and all ranks of men praéhfed archery, no lefs as an amufe-
ment, than as an introdd@ion to its firft great obje&; fo long
were they completely an-armed nation; and as fuch, zrwmaé‘{e,

C or



[18 ] . ‘

Add to this, that archery had attractions and charms of
a different nature. The exercife of it afforded an amufe-
ment, which was followed by the moft eminent men in
the nation; and not only tended much to preferve the
blefling of ‘health, and prolong life, but braced thé
nerves, and brought with it a confiderable acceffion of
ftrength to the body (16). Could then this- attach-
ment to the bow be looked upon as unnatural, or be
deemed ill founded, or ill judged; or was it not to be
- -expected, when a total change of weapons was pro-
pofed? Our anceftors by- experience knew the afe of
'the bow, they had long witneffed its ¢ffefts in their
hands, and had every reafon to be fatisfied with them.
They very reafonably fearcd to hazard the lofs of this
weapon, in exchange for one of very modern intro-
duction; which that experience had taught them was
inferior to the bow; the Englith arrow having fre-
uently rendered this new weapon ufelefs, and beaten it

- _out of the hands of the enemy. If they were guilty of

error, in their comparative eftimate of the value and
" effe@s of the two weapons; it may be urged- (and not
untruly) that it was not till /omg after the introduétion,
and many gradual fteps of improvement in the con-
ftrution and ufe of fire arms, that the patrons of them

for hiftory fatisfactorily proves to us, that an hoftile army, how- -
ever well difciplined, muft ever invade a whole people naturally
. brave and trained to the ufe of the moft effe@ual weapons of war,
" without the fmalleft chance of conqueft, and with an almoft
abfolute certainty of . being fpeedily annihilated. The Englith,
armed with the Jong-bow, could have little to dread from a ftanding
army (though entirely devoted to the intereft of the prince) the
dread of modern patriots. The general knowledge of the ufe of
the bow among all ranks, madeirebellion doubly formidable ; and
to that may be principally afcribed. the blaody confliéts during
“the civil wars. ‘ o
(16) How far archery merits attention on this account, is fully

;oticed in a fubfequent part of thefe tra@s.” (Part 3. Chap. 1.
ece 1.) R a ’

after
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(after repea,ted experiments) were enabled to form ﬁxch

a judgement of their effect, as to venture them in com-

. petition with the bow. The invention of gunpowder;
and the effet of it, when confined in a tubé, was moft

fingular and furprifing. This hitherto unthought of
terrefirial thunder and lightning, might well appal a

nation of the braveft ‘warriors. But notwithftanding
their aptitude to -aftonifh the whole creation, men as

well as brutes; yet the writers of the times (Sir John

Hayward, Sir John Smith and others,) obferve, that

. when the former became accuftomed to the ¢ noyfe and

¢ cracke” they made, and found that their terrors

" were more imaginary than real, they began to undervalue

them: and probably, meafuring their computed u/timate

effet, by that of the bow, (which did not feem to

promife or to be capable of affording any great

improvement, or acceflion of power;) they were little

inclined to believe in profpet, the ftill greater powers

which fire arms by degrees began to unfold. And it was

not till they had approached nearly totheir prefent degree

of perfetion, and became a chief obje¢t of attention in

war on the continent of Europe ; and until the ufe of
them was . enjoined and enforced in this kingdom; that

our bowmen could be brought to abandon, what they

had been-taught to look upon for-fo many ages, as the

very pillar of the f’cate

N
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SECTION III

]t!emory of the Bow fill clzerg/bed in England—
. Advantage gained to our Encmies by the relinquifh-

ment of it, as a weapon of War—Prefent flate of
. the Bow in England—Probability of the partial
. - revival of military Archery in England— Negle&t of
. it difapproved. . ‘

ALTHOUGH the Enghfh were at lengzh com-
pelled to relinquith ‘their favorite weapon; the
memory of it was ever dear to them. Nor has a long
intervening period of time, the fucceffion of many fub-
- fequent generations, and the complete change which all
“human affairs have undergone, totaily extinguifthed
that energy, which the bow once impreflfed upon the .
minds of Englifomen. The {pirit of military archery
is indeed greatly damped but perhaps it is not entirely
extin&, in this nation. Few I muft believe there are,
who at this day can perufe (either in poetry or profe,)
the 'details of the famous battles of Crefly, Poiétiers and
Agincourt, without feeling fome touches of that refpect
and veneration for the bow, which our anceftors fo
often acknowledged, and fo warmly cherithed. . And
whatever may be the value of the modern wcapons of
war, let him who reads the hiftory of modern times,
‘look narrowly to find, if but ance (fince the days when
archery flourifhed,) <« with our rwelve thoufand or fifteen
“ thoufand we have defeated an army of fifty thoufand
“ or fixty tboxf/and »  Or if our new weapons have ever
: - « afforded

‘ .




[ 22 ]

a!forded us paraleil; to the victories, obtained with the
long-bow (17). And -may not the advocate for the
bow, fairly afk thofe who have recently ferved in France,
if the old. proverb, (which our #rchers fo often won)-
€< that one Engl ifbman would beat three Frenchmen; amd
<< that. the Enghifbh would never fly, nor ever yield,”
(Monthuc’s Commentaries) is fill current there; or if
the French nation has not (ever fince the difufe. of the
long-bow by the Englifh,) exulted and exclaimed, (as.
Mr. Barwick tells us, they did upon its decline in his
time:):" * Non, non Anglois, votre caufe eft bien falle,
¢ car Dieu nous a donnes moyen de vous encountrer
¢ apres un autre forte que en ce temps pafle.. No, 7o
c Engl]bmen', your cafe is become fowle, for God bath
¢ given us means to encounter with you after another
¢ forte than in times pafte.” ~There was indeed a time
when, as Clement Edmonds obferves, ¢ the Englifh
“ pation carried a fcourging hand in France.” Sed tem-
pora mutantur. )
Let not any. one. fuppofe, from what I have faid, in

(r7) % What though with our 12,000 or 15,000 we have oft
¢ defeated their armies of 50,000 or 60,000; ftands it with réa<
¢ fon of warto exped the like fuccefs ftill? efpecially fince the.
.¢¢ ufe of arms is changed, and for the bow (proper for men of
¢ our firength,) the caliver begins to be generally rcccnvcd.’”Lmd
Hevbert’s Life of Hen. 8. p. 18.

It was remarked on the eve of the battle of Agmcourt, (fo fatal
to the French and o glorious to the Englith;) that the former
recolle@ing with fhame, that for the fpace of a whole céntury,
they had in all their encounters with the Englith, been beaten by
them, and confiding in their extraordinary fupenonty of nurhber;

. being near 160,000, while the Englith army did not confift, even
according to the accounts of. the French Hiftorians, of more than
25,0003 buoyed themfelves up with the hopes of a certain and
¢ ample retaliation, and an eafy viGtory. ¢ Of this they indeed,
¢ made themfelves fo fure; that they had refolved to put every
man to the fword, except the King and fome nobles, and even
“ played at'dice for the prifoners they defigned 10 take.” Goodwin’s
Hif. of the reign of Hen. V. p. 82.

C3 fpeaking

:
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_ fpeaking of the great efteem, in which the bow has for
fo. long a period been held; that I aim at difparaging
" the ufe and effet of mufketry: far otherwife are my
thoughts and intention. For while I am paying a juft
tribute of remembrance and applaufe, to the fallen pillar,
upon which ‘the trophies and emblems of our national
glory were once dnfplayed I am fenfible, that our.
valour and our efforts in thefe times, merit the higheft
encomivms, and that the weapons we now ufe, are com-
mon to moft nations, and perliaps beft calculated for
. the modern fyftem of war. No, in common with other
-men, I have only to lament, that the new invented
weapons of our enemies fhould compel us to yield the
fuperiority, our own once purchafed and long main-
tained for us, and to cope with them, upon their own.
ferms; for fuch moft undoubtedly has been the effect
- of the change of weapons, ever fince it fully took place.
Our enemies far out-number us, and the weapon we
now both ufe, is evidently calculated to throw the advan-
tage on the fide of numbers, And Mr. Barwick notices,
that upon the introdu@ion of fire arms in France, it
was a common obfervation in the mouth of every
Frencbman, < that the weakeft of them were able to give
¢¢ greater wounds, than the gfeateft and ftrongeft archer
« we had,” Thus, as an Englith poet, of the feven-
tcenth century writes,

“ We to the grey-goofe wing more conquefls owe,
¢ Than to the Monk’s invention ; for then -

¢« We cull’d out mighty armes to draw the bow,

¢ Striplings oft ferve us now, then only men;

¢ For thefe hot engines equal mifchief c can

“ Difcharged by a oy, or by a man (18).”

Aileyne’s Batt, of Crefly.
The

(18) The well-informed and accurate obferver Dr. Johnfon makes
+ the following remark. to our purpofe: ¢ It is (fays he) thought
A “

by
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The bow, indeed, now appears amonOPc us only as an
inftrument of amifement, its ancient fize (and < pith,” as
Afcham terms it) is changed ; and at this day, it is in
moft hands, but a z9y, compared wlth what it once was,
and might yet be. That archery (I mean military ar-
chery) wxll ever again rear .its. head in this kingdom,
and again bccome, (to ufe the language of Sir John
Fortefcue) & the myghte of the realme,” is not now to
be fuppofed : but that it may at fome future and not
diftant time,. become a favourite with the nation and
military men, and an additional {upport to our arms, is
fomewhat problematlcal There are not wantmg in
thefe days, men of genius and great fkill in military

- affairs, who have experienced the fenous effects of even

mimic bows (19) ; and who have been led to confider
whether it would not be advifable, once more to
admit the Englifh bowman to a fbare of military glory.
The prefent perturbed ftate of Europe, and the conti-
niental expeditions which have of late taken place, and
proved ypon the whole fo difaftrous; thining the ranks
of our beft foldiers: the neceffity of fending continual

 fupplies of men to our diftant fettlements, and at the

/

“ by fenfible mxhtary men, that the Englith do not enough avail
¢ themfelves of their fuperior frength of body againtt the French:
¢ for that muft always have a great advantage in puthing with
¢ bayonets. ‘I have heard (continues the Door) an officer
¢ fay, that if wemen could be made to fland, they would do as
“ well as men in a mere interchange of bullets from a diftance; but
« if a body of men fhould come up clofe to them, then to be
¢ fure they muft be overcome. Now (faid he) in thé fame man-
¢ per the weaker-bodied French muft be overcome by our firong
¢ foldiers.” Bofwell's Tour to the Hebrides (Oélober, 1785) p. 279.
This obfervation feems to point out the great ufe of the long bow
combined with that of the pike.

(19) Many Englith officers who ferved in America dunng the
laft war, bear teftimony to the mifchief occafioned in the Englifh .
army, by a few natives armed with very forry bows. Thofe who
have ferved in the Eafl Indles, have experienced fimilar cffe&s
from bows. ’

“ o & o

Ca ' . fame
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fame time, of preparing for threatened invafions; feem
to fuggeft the propriety of the ufe of archery, at leaft
at bome. . This combination of circumftances has given
birth to a recent very fenfible and pdtriotic publica-.
tion (20), in which, the advantages to refult from a
partial vevival of military archery, are plainly pointed
out, and convincingly proved. ’
The ftruggle for pre-eminence’ between the bow
and fire-arms, caufed no fmall difference of opinion
among the military men of the times; each was par-.
tial to the weapon he had been moft accuftomed to
ufe. And Alleyne, (whom I have before quoted, an
advocate for-the bow) tells us, .

¢ That the white faith of Hift’ry cannot {hew,
¢ That e’er the mufket yet could beat the bow.”
Battle of Creffy.

Certain it is, that the bow did not fall into neglect
without the diffatisfattion of many, and the oppofition
of fome of the beft foldiers and judges of military af-
fairs of the age. Among others, was Sir John Smith,
a gentleman who had feen much fervice, and who took
great pains to fet forth the advantage of continuing the
ufe of the long bow, in fuch a forcible appeal to all
men, that Mr. Barwick, (his fellow foldier, who feems

(20) Mafon on the Revival of the Long Bow and Pike. 1In the
reign of Charles I. Neade publithed a book upon the fame fub-
je&, and obtained a commiflion under the great feal for teaching
the combined management of the pike and the bow. Markam
in his 4rt of Archery propofed the fame. Lord Herbert tells us,
that of the ten thoufand men fent againft France by Henry VIIL.
five thoufand of them were archers; ¢ who befides their bows

- ¢ and arrows, carried lalberts, which they pitched on the ground
¢ till their arrows were fhot, and then took them up again to do
¢ execution on the enemy. This (he obferves) was an excellent
¢ part of mlhtary difcipline, and yet not remarked by our Englith
¢ chroniclers.”  Life and Reign of Henry FIII. p. 20. At the
battle of ‘Agincourt, the archers wore by their fides, battle-axes,
JSwords and daggers. Goodwin's Hi _ﬁo:j of the Reign of Henry V. p. 67.

ta
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to have entertained 4 decided opinien and prediliction
in favour of fire-arms oppofed to the bow, and no great
“partiality for Sir John Smith) .in a treatife wricten by
him, (in anfwer to Sir John Smith’s obfervations 'upon
the ufe-and effeét of the bow, .and in which he moft
impatiently inveighs againft Sir John Smith’s opinions)
declares, ¢ that he had held conference with divers
s perfons, of fundry callings, touching fome part of
« thofe difcourfes; wherein he found fo many addicted
“ to the opinion of Sir John Smith, touching the com=
« mending of the archery in 'England ; with fo many
¢ .reafons and arguments by him alledged in that be-
¢ half; that many were thereby perfuaded, that the
¢« .long bow is the only weapon of the world for the
. ¢ obtaining of battails and victories.” (21)

This declaration is furely no #rifiing proof of the
weight annexed by men of all ¢ callings” to Sir John
Smith’s arguments, which he fupports by reafon, and
grounds upon attual experiment. The difcourfe, upon
weapons of war, written by Sir John Smith, is now {o

rarely to be met with, and is fo complete and fatisfactory .

an hiftory of the powers of the bow; that few modern
archers (moft of whom are eager to hear any thing that
can be faid in praife of the bow) and perhaps few others,

(21) Sir John Smith wrote a ve}'y elaborate reply.to Mr. Bar-

- wick, chiefly in explanation of his opinions concerning military .

tattics, and to point out Mr. Barwick’s mifinterpretations of his
former Treatife. This work is not noticed in the account of his
life, inferted by Wood in his Athene Oxonienfes, who mentions his
former works. ~ According to that writer, Sir John Smith appears
to have been a complete fcholar and foldier. Wood adds, ¢ I
¢ cannot yet find exaély when he died, only that he was living

“ ¢ and in great efteem among foldiers and learned men in
¢ 1595.” Mr. Barwick has the mode/fy to call himfelf” (in the title
page to his book) ¢ Gentleman, Sldier, Captain et encor plus oultre.”
But his publication dces not.appear to give any fupport to fo
curious and extenfive a charaller.

will
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will be diffatisfied with an enlarged account. of archery ;
and a narration of the particular feats of valour per-
formed by their anceftors, (which have long lain by
unperufed, and are not to be met with in the general
annals or hiftory of their country) from the pen of a
foldier, who had frequently witnefled the effects of the
long bow when -oppofed to fire-arms; and which is
brought down to the time- when archery ceafed to be
ufed in our wars: efpecially as this collection of reafons '
and falts will enable them to form a more accurate
conclufion of the advantages to accrue from the future
-reintroduétion and ufe of the long bow, than can be
_drawn from a difplay of its effets, in times, when (how-
ever great were the vitories it obtained) fire-arms were
either not- invented, ill conftru&ed, or inefficiently ufed.
And although fome very confiderable improvements
have of late been made in fire-arms, (rather .indeed
by a different conftruction of the Jock, ard by render-
ing the piece more manageable than by any alteration in
principle) fubfequent to the time when Sir John Smith
wrote (22), yet even thofe advantages (great as they are)
do not, in the opinion of many, render the bow fo infe-
rior in its effets to the modern firelock, as fome are apt
to imagine. ' S

(22) It appears from Sir John Smith, that the firelock came
into ufe before he wrote; fo that he had an opportunity of forming
a very good judgment of this improvement in the conftru&ion of
fire-arms, when compared with the bow. ‘He fpeaks of Petronells
and’ Snap-hauces. 'The firft was probably the old wheel lock, (which
fucceeded to the match) the other was the prefent firelock, which
loft the name of fnap hance in confequence of the fubftitution
of a new lock (called an Englifi lock); by which it feems there
was little or no difference between the {nap-hance and the prefent -
firelock. See Sir John Smith’s Comparifon between Fire-Arms -and
Bows. And the Introduction to the Plan of Difcipline compofed for the
Norfolk Militia (1760) p. 7, note 3. ' ]

¥ | . ~ CHAP-
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CHAPTER IL
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ON WEAPONS.

' SECTION I.

| Reafons for the Change in Military Weapons— De-

. feéls of the Mujfket—Iimperfedtions of the Bow—

Quicker Difcharge of the latter—Quick firing con-
demned—Superiority of Archers in the Field—
Reafons—Effefls of Arrows upon the Horfe—Qb-

jec?z'cms againft the Bow anfwered. ‘

7

SIR Jobn Smith prefaces his difcourfe by obferving,
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¢ that the change made in the military weapons
in this kmgdom, was owing to the youth, inexperi-
ence, and vanity of fome men; who were unable to
‘offer any folid reafon, and in fa&t were averfe to
offer any argument at all, for a conduct oppofite to
the opinion of both Englith and foreign commanders
and foldiers. Yet their decided with and aim was,
to abolith archery, - and extinguith the exercife -
and ferviceable ufe of the long-bow ; by which wea-
pon, our anceftors, with many miraculous vi&ories,
had made our nation famous in Europe, Africa, and
Afia; and the nealefl: of which, had been fatal to
{everal empires.”
He then proceeds to a comparifon, between the bow

and
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‘and the mufket. In treating of the defe@ts of fre-arms,
he notices chiefly the following :

« 1ft, The extreme nicety required in zaking fight ;
« which, if the mufketeer fails in (to ufe Slr ]ohn
¢ Smith’s’ words) but the length of a wheat corn, in
« the height, his fhot is of no cﬂ“e& although the mark
« fhot at i$ very large.”

¢« ad, The wuncertain flight of the bullet (even at
¢ point blank dx&ance,) owing to its being lefs than the
¢ bore of the piece.”

¢« 3d, That fire-arms grow bot .and dangerous in
¢ feven or eight hafty difcharges.”

¢« 4th, That-if the powder is not well corncd and
« kept very dry, it fureth the piece; and carries' the
¢ bullet point blank but a little way, and many times
" goes not off at all.” '

¢« gth, That when the piece is hung down, the bul-
« let falls out; and that the piece is liable to ruf,
¢ and to be overcharged ; and in the latter event, to .
[ h”ﬁ »

« 6th, That the powdcr fometxmes does not take
« fire, the ram wets it, and the wind blow.f it out of
¢ the pan.”

¢ 7th, That a large body of mufketeérs is infuffi-
“ gcient to refift a much /gfs body of horfe, in an open
« plain.”

.« 8th, That after many hbeurs in great encounters
 on both fides, and many thoufand bullets 'difcharged

¢ (often within fhort diftances); very few men are flaiz
“ or burt.” (23)

\

Thc;

(23) With refpe& to the two firff obfervations, it muft be ad-
mitted, that the beft formed modern pieces are liable to very great
uncertainty in the flight of the bullet; which arifes chiefly from
-the difficulty of keeping the arm fteady in taking, aim (particularly
when the bayonet is fixed on the piece, which adds a prepon-

derating
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« The imperfetions of the long bow, (fays Sir John
Smith,) do confit only. in the breaking of the bow,
or bow-ftring ; for the which, in times paft’ when
there was great accompt made of archery, there
was fpecial care had, that all livery (24) or war
bows, being of the wood of yew, were longer thar
now are ufed, and fo very well backed and notched,
* ¢ that they feldom or never broke. Befides that, the
¢ archers did ufe to temper with fire a convenient
€ quantity of wax, ‘rofin, and fine tallow together ; in
« fuch fort, that rubbing their bows with very little
¢ thereof, laid upon a woolen- cloth, it did conferve
¢ themin all perfetion, againft all weather of heat, froft,

€<
({1
({4
({4
[{3

({4

derating weight to the end of it) and fufficiently firm to refift
and countera& the jar of the piece. The uncertainty in the
flight of the bullet (arifing from the circumftance of its being lefs
than the bore of the piece) is correéted in a very confiderable
degree, by the rifle-bore. As to the third, although frequent firing
certainly furs the piece and leffens its effect; yet fo ftrong is the
chamber of muikets made, .in general, that they are, I believe,
feldom known to burft. The fowvh and fifth obfervations are
obvioufly applicable to modern fire-arms, apd afford reafons in
proof of the laft affertion. The fixth, indeed, refers particularly
to the match lock, (the pan of which was open) yet it, in fome
degree, alfo applies to modern fire-arms. The feventk needs no-
argument to fupport it. As to the /a# aflertion, fee note (46):

(24) Livery bows it thould feem were made chiefly of the Engli/p
woods : and Clement Edmonds (/4. vii. c. 15, p. 137) obferves,
¢ that he could not commend them, being for the moft part
¢¢ heavy flugs, and of greater weight than firength, and of more.
¢¢ fhew than fervice.” Our flatutes on archery make mention of
awych, hafel, elm, afh, auburne, and other reafonable trees (accord-
ing to their powers) as affording bow woods. See Stat.of 33 H.8.
c. 9..and the Irifk Stat. of 5 Ed. 4. c. 4. The flatute of. the
8 Eli4. c. 10. defcribes threc forts of bows, viz. outlandifh yew of
,the be/t fort (which that ftatute forbids to be fold for mere than
6s. 8d) ; the fecond fort for mere than 3s. 4d. and the coarfe * fort
(called Liveray bows) for 2s.; at which laft price Englifi yéw was
thereby fixed. .

and
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¢ and wet: (25) and the ftrings being made of very
« good hemp, with a kind of water-glue, to refift wet
¢« and moifture; and being by the archers themfelves
¢« well whipt with fine thread, they did very feldom
¢ break :. but if any fuch ftrings did happen to break
“’in time of fervice, the foldiers archers had always
« in readinels, a couple of ftrings more, ready whipt

(25) The long bow (when unfirung) was carried in a woollen
or waxed-cloth cafe, to preferve it from wet and moifiture. The
bow ftrings of the Dale at the battle of Magnefia (between Scipio
and Antiochus) are reported to have been relaxed by a fog. Rollin
vol. 8, p.263. Poflibly their firings were made of what Afcham
. calls Bullock’s Thermes (or thongs), of which, he fays, many bow

ftrings of the ancients were made. It is a fingular fa&, that our
hiftorians (following Mezeray the French chronicler) have re-
marked, that at the battle of Crefly, the firings of the Genoefe
crofs bows were fo much telaxed by the heavy fhower of rain
- which fell previous to that battle, as to have been of little fervice.
‘Some writers indeed do not notice this ‘difadvantage on the part
of the crofs bowmen, but only the fuperior eflets of the Englith -
long bow. Muratori has given us a more credible and fatisfaétory
acgount of this matter, attributing the deficiency of the Genoefe
bows, not to the effe@ of thé rain upon their frings, but to its
effe& upon the ground; which was fo foft, that when they attempted
to put one foot in the ftirrup of the crofs bow, in order to charge
it, the other flipt from under them. As this circumftance feems
worthy the attention of the accurate hiftorian, I fhall quote the
paflage from Muratori, in his own words: ¢ Mezerayus in
¢ Hiftoria Gallica narrat, quum ex improvifo ‘cecidiffet imber
¢ effufus, Genuenfes ad pugnam lentos procefliffe, guoad conten-
¢ derent arcuum fuorum chordas a pluvia debilitatas, feque prop~
¢ teria impotentes ad preelium ; eaque de caufs, veluti proditores
¢ a fubfequentibus iratis Gallis, fuiflfe trucidatos. Audi nunc
¢ auftorem vite Nicholai Laurentii, five Hifloriz Romana® in
¢ hoc opere edenda, qui iis ipfis diebus fcribebat: Ere fata (in-
¢ quit ille) uz poco di piovarella. La terra era infufa ¢ molle. " Quanno
¢ wolevano caricare la walefivia, mettevano pede nella flaffa. Lo pede
& sfuiva. Non pottevano ficcare lo pede in terra. Hoc ¢ff, paxlo ante
“ modicus imber ceciderat. Humus ex infufa aqua mollis ac lubrica
“ erat,. -Quum Genuenfes Balifias Sagittis oneraturi eranty pedem fla~
Y phie immittebant.  Pes, in quo- fiabant, elabebatur.  Nequibant
«, pedem folo figere.  Tom. 2. Differtation 26, p.18. : :

« : ’ ‘“ and
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and fitted to their bows, to clap on in an ih&ant(26):
And this I have heard of divers yeomen, who have

ferved as foldiers archers in the field.” ‘
¢« T fhall now, (contmues Sir John Smxth) pro-

¢ ceed to the confideration and examining, of three
Y3

moft Important things; in the which, all effetts of
mufketéers, harquebufiéers and archers, and their
weapons do confift: and that is, whether mufke-
téers or harquebufféers with their weapons of fire,
or archers with their bows and fheaves of arrows,
upon all occafions in the field, be moft ready with
all dexterity and celerity, to execute the effeéts of
their weapons; by difcharging, and giving vollies
at their enemies. The Jfecond is, whether the
archers with their weapons, or the other foldiers
wirth their weapons of fire, do fail leaft to fhoot, dif-
charge and give their vollies. And the #bird is,
whether by reafon and common experience, the bul-
lets of weapons of fire in the field, or the arrows of
archers do anngy the enemy moft, be they horfemen
or footmen. To thejfir#, I think, that there is no
man of any experience in the aforenamed weapons,
that will deny, but that archers are able to difcharge
Jour or five arrows a piece, before the harquebufiéers
fhall be ready to difcharge one bullet (27). Having
thenr bows bent, the archers have no more to do,

(26) From a paﬂ'a%c in Afcham, corroborated by an antique ring,

- found in the field where was fought the memorable battle of Ban-
nockburn, (an engraving of which is given by Mr. Mofeley) it feems,
that it was fometimes.the praltice for an archer to have two firings
(one of them loofe) put on his bow tagether. Mofeley, p. 107.

(z7) It:muft be recollefted, that Sir John Smith fpeaks of the

ancient piece with a match lck; but fee a-note on this point pof
- (note_66.), Sir ]ohn Smith alfo notices many other imperfe&ions,

to

which that kind of fire-arm was Jiable, and which not being

applicable.in the comparifon of the bow with the ﬁrdué -are here
omitted.

« but
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« but to draw thexr arrows out of their cafes and
- < fheafs, to notch them in their bows, to draw them
. “ to.the heads,-and fhoot; all which is performed in
¢ almoft in an inftant. To the fecond, I obferve, that
 neither hail, rain, or fnow, (which impede the ef-
¢ fects of fire-arms,) can prevent or hinder the archers
¢ from fhooting, and working great cﬁ'c&s with their
« arrows.”(28) ' ’

As to very great’ celcrityin firing mufkets, Sir John
Smnh entirely condemns it; obferving, that in fuch
cafe, the mufketéers take no fight, and only fpend pow-
-der and heat their pieces (29). * As to the #hird
 and laft point, I think, (continues Sir John Smith)
« it is fuperfluous to reiterate and again ‘fet down
¢ the different advantages and chief effedts of harque-
¢ bufféers, mufketéers, and archers; becaufe I have
¢ already made it fo manifeft; as alfo that the reader
« hereafter fhall fee, in many parts of this difcourfe, by
¢ divers reafons, and many notable examples and
¢ experiences ; that archers in the field do far exceed
¢ and excel all mufketéers and harquebufiéers; in ter-
¢ rifying, wounding, and killing both horfes and men,

(28) Hail, rain, fnow, and wind, will certainly take effe&
upon the arrow, and in fome degree alter its range and force. With
refpeét to the latter, Afcham (in his Toxophilus) cbferves, ¢ that
¢ fome kinds of winds, (as a fide wind) try an archer and good
¢ gere very much; and that once the down wynd rwelve feore -
$¢ mark (for the fpacd of three weeks) was thirteen fcore and an half ;
© ¢ and into the wind (being not: very great) a great deal above
% fourteen frore:” meaning, that the wind was fo firong and britk,
that the arrow flying witk the wind, greatly ovet-fhot ‘the mark.’
However, heis {peaking of light arrows; not war arrows, whick’
were much hegvier, and' in their conftru®ion better talculated to
contend with the wind. We read indeed, of a battle'in the eaft,
during an hurricane, which was fo vnolent, as to render it diffi-
cult to fend an arrow from an Indian bow beyond a few paces.
Reign of Behauder Shaw, Afiat. Reg. Charalers, p. 11. g

(29) This is another reafon in- mpport of Sir John' Srmth’
e:g/irlx obfervatxon
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And therefore will only in th:s place, anfwer one

ob_]e&lon, which I have divers times heard al]edgcd -
in commendation of the effects of weapons of fire,

. and to the difabling of the effedts of arehers ; and that

is, there are many that have reported, that -the
blows of the bullets of mufkets and harquebufles
are no lefs than death, to fuch as they light'upon:
whereas contrarywife, the blows of arrows do but
only gall, -or lightly wound: which in troth, is
greatly miftaken, by all fuch as do hold that
opinion. - For that by common experience it hath
been feen, .in all fkirmifhes and great encounters,
that for every one that hath been flain dead in the
field, by the fhot of mufket or harquebufs, there

 have been four, that have zoz died by the hurts

of fuch weapons of fire; although fome of them
have remained ever after maimed, and fome not. .
Whereas by true experience, archers with their ar-
rows, do not only greatly wound, but alfo fome-
times kill both horfes and men, in fuch fort as
they never depart .out of the field alive, as it fhall
hereafter appear by divers ancient, as alfo modern
examples. Befides that I, and divers other gen-
tlemen of our nation, yet living, that were in
France in king Edward the Sixth’s time, and alfo di-
vers times fince, have many times heard French cap-
tains and gentlemen attribute all former victories of
the. Englith againt themfelves, and their anceftors
the French, more to the c¢ffc€ of our archers, than
to any extraordinary valliance of our nation; and
therewithall further report and fay, that they 'did
think, that the Englifh archers did ufe to poifon

- their arrow-heads; becaufe, that of great numbers of

the French nation, that many times had been
wounded or hurt with arrows; very few had efcaped
D ’ « with
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« with their lives; by reafon that their wounds
« did fo impofthume, that they could not be cured.
« In which their conceits they did. greatly err; be-
$¢ caufe, in truth; thofe impofthumations proceeded of
« nothing elfe but of the very ru# of the arrow-heads,
¢ that remained rankling within their wounds; and
« therefore by the common experience of. our ancient
« gnemies, (that we have fo often vanquifthed); not
« only the great, but alfo the fmal/ (30) wounds of our
“ arrows, have been always found to be more dange-
¢ rous and hard to be cured, than the fire of any fhot
¢ unpoifoned.” :
- & Befides all which, it is to be noted, that horfes in
«¢ the ficld being wounded,” or but fightly burt with ar-
rows, they (through the great pain that upon every
 ‘motion they do feel in their fleth, veins, and finews,
¢ by the fhaking of the arrows with their barbed heads
* hanging in them,) do prefently fall a yerking, fling-
¢ ing and leaping as if they were mad : in fuch fort, as
“ be it in fquadron, or in troop, they do diforder one
another, and never leave until they have thrown (31)
-« and

(30) Our arrow-heads ufed in war, were much fmaller than
thofe ufed by moft other nations. - And Afcham obferves, that
the /g5 hole an arrow makes in the body, the more'difficult 1t is
to heal. The barb of the arrow-head may be made in fuch a
form, as often (when funk into the fleth) to defy extra&ion, by
the moft fkilful furgeon. The barbs ufed by fome of the African
mations are not ftraight -and parallel, as our ancient barhs were,
but fomewhat beat from the center, and turned different ways;
on which account they are the more difficult to extract.

-~ (31) Pyrrhus king of Epirus, in an engagement, had his horfe
pierced with an arrow, which made the animal fo furious, that he

_ ran with bhis mafter into the very midf of his enemies, and fell dead

with him to the ground. (Rellin, vol. vii. p. 285.) At the battle

_ of Agincourt, fays Speed, ¢ the horfes fides were altogether larded

¢ with arrows.” 'Hif. of Great Brit.. And Drayton moft forcibly
defcribes the terrible effe@s, which the Englith barbed arrows had
upon the horfes in that battle:

- ¢ Upon

Y
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¢ and caft their mafters, 'Whereas contrarywife, horfes.
« that are in their vital parts hurt with dulets, .or that -

¢ the bones of their legs, fhouldets, or backs be bro-

¢ ken; they do prefently fall down, or otherwife al.-

¢ though they be ftricken clean through, or that the

“ fhrink at the entering of the bullet, do pafs their
¢ carriere, as though they had very little or no hurt.
« And this of the hurting of horfes with bullets, both
“ I myfelf, and all others do know, that have feen
¢ any attions performed in the field. © And the other,

* bullets do ftill remain in them, they, after the firft-

« of the great difordering of horfes, with the hurts of -

~¢¢ our Englith arrows; I have read in divers hiftories,
« and heard reported by divers gentlemen of our na-

¢ tion, that have feen the fame.”
¢ Among many other fancies, which fome of our

“ Upon the horfes as in chafe they fly,
¢ Arrows fo thick in fuch abundance light,
¢ That their broad buttocks men like butts mlght fee,
¢ 'Whereat for paflime bowmen fhooting be.”
And compares them to the fting of an horhet :
“ And in their flanks like cruel Aornets hung.”
Batt. of Agincourt.

Nor were they lefs terrible to men. ¢ Certainly,” {ays Mr. Barnes,
(mentioning the fea engagement before Sluys), ¢ we are told by -

¢ moft writers, that in this fight, the Englith arrows fell fo thick
¢ among the French, and did fo fling, torment, and fright them,
¢ that many men, rather than endure them, leaped defperatel *
¢ into the fea.” P.185. And Froiffart (fpeaking of the battle of
Crefly,) *¢ fays, whan the Genoways felt the arrowes perfyng through
¢ heeds, armes, and breftes ; many of them caft downe their crofs-

¢ bowes, and dyd cutte their firynges, "and retourned difcon- ~

¢t fitted.” Chron. vol. i. cc. 128, 129, &c. Grafton Chron. p. 274
Afcham tells us, *“ the feare onlye of Englifhe archers hath done
“ more wonderfull thinges, than ever I redde in any hiftorye,
¢¢ Greke or Latine, and moft wonderfull of all .now of late, befyde
¢¢ Carlifle, betwixt Efke and Leven, at Sandyfikes: where the
¢ whole nobilitye of Scotland, for fear of the archers of Englande,
¢ (next the ftroke of God) as both Englithe and Scottithe men
¢ that were preient hath told me, were drowned and taken pri-
¢ foners.”  Toxophilus.

-

AY .
D2 .  captains
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¢ ¢aptains of the Low Countries do alledge againft
¢ archers, (to the difgracing and difabling of them and
. ¢ their weapons, in comparifon of their weapons,of
% fire,) one is, that the archers bows being by them
<« ufed againlt the enemy in the heat of fummer, will
« grow fo weak, that thereby they will lofe their force

« and effets. Whereunto I anfwer; that this objec-
“¢ tion is a new fancy, and a very dream, contrary to
¢ all ancient and modern experience of Englith
¢ archers: whofe bows being made of that excellent
« wood of yew, (32) do never fo decay in ftrength,
¢ peither by ‘hot nor wet weather, nor yet by often
“ fhooting in them} but that they will with arrows
*“ wound, and fometimes kill both men and horfes a
¢ greater diftance off, than the fhot and bullets of har-
¢ quebuffes and calivers, being employed and ufed in
¢ the open field, by fkilful conductors and leaders; by*
¢ reafon of the wonderful failings and uncertainties of
“ thofe, and all other weapons of fire maniable.”(33)

. Sir John Smith here notices two ather objetions
againft the bow; fr#, the impoffibility (in foreign
invafions,) of finding the weapons and furniture cof
archery where it is not ufed; and fecondly, that
ficknefs will difable bowmen. .To the firft he anfwers,
by afking, if mufkéts and their neceffary appendages
<an be procured in an exemy’s country, and obferves,

~ (32) Bows made of /orn, are greatly affe@ed by the weather,
particularly wet or moifture; and often require to be fet: that
‘13, reftored to their original thape and bending.

(33) Jagoit que Pharquebuzier puifie tirer de plus loin,
neatmoins 'archer & Varbaleftier ruera auff bien un homme nud de
" +100 ou de 200 pas bin que le meilleur harquebuzier; & telle fois
que le barnois ¢’il n’eft des plus fors n’y pourra refifter. Au plus
le remede feroit, que ceux cy tiraffent ‘le plus pres qu’ ils pour-
_roint: & fi cela fe fait, I'on trouvera plus de gens bleflez & tuez
par le trai&, que par le double d’harquebuziers. . Difcipline militaire -
de Meffive Guillaume du Bellay. o .

that
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that they are much heavier of carriage than bows and
arrows ; and that Edward III. and Henry V. had
19,000, Or 10,000, archers in their armies, who did not
want any article of archery. As to the fecond, he in-
fifts, that fickne/s-will difable mufketeers as well as bow=
men, and that the former muft be ftrong to ufe heavy

pieces; whereas bows are much lightér (34). And he
proceeds thus:. .

“ Moreover they object againft archers, that men
‘¢ in this age are not fo mighty and frong of body, as
they have been in former ages; and therefore, cannot
« thoot fo ftrong, and work fo good effe&ts with their
° arrows, as their forefathers have done in times patft,
But in England, and in all other nations, they may

(34) Sir John Smith fays, a man may draw his bow, if he is
found from the girdle upwards. However, it muft be admitted,
_that between the fire-arm and the bow, there is this difference ;
that the latter depends for its effe@ upon a much greater degree |
of bodily firength than the former. On this account, the battle
of Agincourt wears the appearance of a miracle. Qne hiftorian
(Goodwin) tells us, that the Englith were almoft famithed, having
¢ (for fome days before this battle) had nothing but nuts an
¢ water to fubfift upon.” They were too attacked with a raging
dyfentery: So that we are informed, ¢ they were obliged to fight
¢ naked from the waift downwards.” Peck’s Hif. Stanford, quotes
Afa Regia, No.  p. 134, 135. But it may be remarked, that
. although the proper management of a ffrong bow requires much
firength of body, and particularly in the arms; yet is the aQion
of ufing it, far lefs fatigueing than that of the mufket. In the
exercife of the former, fo many parts and mufcles are brought
into regular and united a&ion, that no one part is wearied by excefs
of exertion ; and the bow in itfelf is of very light weight. On the
contrary, the mufket (with the bayonet fixed) is very ponderous,
and as in ufing it, it muft reft chiefly upon, one arm; it foon

' caufes fatigue in an hot alion, when the vollies are given
without intermiffion. Whereas the bowman can thoot for many
hours without being fatigued. Another difadvantage on the part
of the mufket may be here noticed ; namely, that the effet of
the powder is fuch, that befides involving the mufketteer in a
cloud of f{moke, it affe@s his eyes and affails his throat and fto-
mach, circumftances which muft contribute to leflen the effe&

” of his difcharges. :

D3 : < fee -
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« fee many fons as tall, or taller; or bigger, and
“ ftronger ; as they thall fee lower, flenderer, or weaker
« than their fathers.” (35)

¢ They alfo objeé, that ‘the Englifh have not for
¢t thirty or forty years, had fo much exercife in archery as
¢ their forefathers ufed : whereby archers in number
“ are greatly decayed. This is true I confefs; but it
“ is the fault of the magiftrates in not putting the
* laws in force: which their negligence or contempt,
“ whether it hath proceeded of that they have
 been carried into the fancies of liking the aforefaid
“,,WCapons of fire, becaufe they fill means ears and
¢ eyes, ‘with fuch terrible fire, fmoke, and noife:
« or elfe, that they have been perfuaded thereunto, by
« fome old new-fangled men of war, that do neither
¢ underftand the true cﬂ"c&s of mufketry, harquebufiéery,
¢ nor archery, I wot not.”

« Our people and nation, of a fingular gift of God,
<« and as it were by a natural mclmatlon (36), with

Y

(35) Speakmg of the Enghfh in general, we may obfcrve, that
they are not fo ftrong as their anceltors. The reafons are obvious.
Whilft commerce was but little attended. to, the fports of the
ficld filled up mych of the time of the higher claffes, .and manual
labour and recreations requiring ftrength, that of the lower. As
arts and manufaCories increafed, the occupation of ‘great num-
bers became either fedentary, or fuch as deprived them of the
. opportunity of keeping up the vigour and ftrength of the body, by
exercife.. Befides, the ‘increafe of cities and ‘towns, the confe.
quent unpedzment to the free circulation of air in them ; with
the unreftrained ufe of fpirituous and adulterated liguors, and
. habits of luxury ; have contributed greatly to enervate the people
. of this ifland. Yet among the laborious poor, we fhall @till ind
the ftrength and power of body poffe(led by their anceftors, (often
the only patrimony defcended to them) and which their occupa-
tions are admirably calculated to preferve, and continue to their
pofterity.

(36) “ All Englifhmen (fays Afcham) generally, be apt for
¢ fhooting. Children even from their cradle love it, and young
¢ men, without any teaching, diligently ufe it Toxophilus.

({3 gOOd
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_ % good execution of laws, came to be fo perfett and-

~ ¢ excellent in the ufe of the long bow, without any
« public charge. 'Our enemies are more ufed to' fire-
¢ weapons, and having many fortified places and con-
“ ftant Barrifons. to keep up, have always men trained
¢ to arms,

SECTION 1I.

Effe&s of Arrows more certain than thofe of Bullets—
Arrows terrify the Eye—Sir John Smith’s Chal-
tenge to the Mufket— Difference between the Rangc
of an Arrow and a Bullet—Effeds of botk——Efe&
of Archery proved by Exramples— Battles of Creffy,
Poidliers, Navaretta, Agincourt, and Herrings—
Opinion that Archers cannot fland the Charge of
Horfe, mg/wered by Examples to the contrary

“« ARCHE RS, being good, diret their arrows
with a great dea) more certainty, being within -
“seight, nine,- ten, or eleven {cores, than any muf-
¢ ketéers or harquebufféers (how good foever they be)
“ can do in a much nearer dx{’cance, by reafon that
« mufketeers and harquebuff€ers failing in their poinis and
¢ blank, do neither kill nor hurt: befides that in their -
¢ points and blank, (through the great imperfetions
« before declared), they do very feldom hit; whereas
~ ¢ contrarywife, the arrows do not only wound, and .
« fometimes Kkill in. their points and blank, but alfo in
,“ their defcents and fall (37) : for if in- their dcfccnts,

: (37) Stow (wha copies from John Rofs) informs us, that at
the hattle of Haftings, Dyke William commanded his men, % that
¢ fome of them fhould fhoot direGly forward, and other fome
¢ upward,. by resfon whereof; -the arrows fhot upward defiroyed
¢ the Englithmen as they ftooped, and the arrows fhot direly
¢ aforgband, wounded them that ftood upright.” Aamalls, p. 100.
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« they light not upon the enemies faces; yet in their
« Jower defcents, they light, either upon their breafts,
« bellies, thighs, knees, or legs; and in their loweft de-
<« fcent fall even to the very nailing -of their feet to' the
« ground; which with the terrible coming of the arrows
« in the eyes and fight (38) both of horfemen and
¢ footmen, caufeth in them a wonderful fear and terror.
¢ Whereas contrarywife, harquebufféers and mufketeers
¢ with their weapons of fire, do no ways terrify neither
% horfes nor men, that are but four or five times ufed
¢ to their cracks, fmoke, and noife; unlefs by grear
.¢¢ chance, theyhappen to be ftricken with bullets: and
¢ the reafon is this; that the bullets being difcharged are
« invifible, and therefore do no ways teriify the fight:
+ ¢ whereof it commeth to pafs, that when horfes and
¢ men that have been in three or four fkirmifhes, do fee
- ¢ ‘that they receive no hurt, neither by the fire, fmoke,
 nor noife; nor that in many thoufands of harquebufs
‘«¢ and mufket fhot, there are not twenty men f{lain,
¢ nor hurt; they grow after to be far lefs in doubt of
¢ thofe weapons of fire, than of pikes, halbards, lances,
« and fwords. ‘Howbeit, the vollies (39) of archers
¢ arrows, flying together in the air, as thick as hail,
¢ do not only terrify and amaze in moft terrible fort,
« the ears, eyes, and hearts, both of horfes’and men,

\

(38) ¢ If it be true (fays Sir John Hayward) as all men of
¢ a&ion do hold, that the ¢ye in all battles is £r# overcome ; thea
¢ againft men equally accuftomed to both, the’ fig4s of the arrow
¢ i3 more available to victory, than the crac of the piece.” .Life
of Willidm by §: H, . " . : : Lo

(39) It muft not be fuppofed, thdt the archers delivered. their ar-
rows in a diforderly or promifcuous manner. On the contrary, their
difcipline feems to have kept pace with their prowefs. - Froiffart
relates, that at the ever memorable battle of Crefly, “'the archers
¢ of England fhotte fo holly togyder, that the: Frenthinen were
¢ fayne to give place to the Englithmen.” Froiffars, yol. i: c. 127.
Grafton Chron. p, 270. ‘ , SR
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« with the noife and fight of their coming; but they
¢ alfo in their defcents, do not leave in a whole fqua-
¢« dron of horfemen, nor footmen (although they be in
 motion) fo much as one man unftricken and not
« wounded with divers arrows, if the number of the
< archers be anfwerable to the number of the fquadron
“ (40). And therefore for the experience that both I,
« and many others, both noblemen, gentlemen and
« great captains of many nations, that I have ferved
¢ amongft, have had of the fmall effect of weapons
<« of fire in the field, with the reafons and differences
« before alledged; for my part, I will never doubt to
¢ adventure my life, or many lives (if I had them)
<< amongft eight thoufand archers complete, well chofen,
¢ and appointed, and therewithall provided and fur- -
* nithed with great ftore of fheaves of arrows, as alfo
« with a good overplus of bows and bow-ftrings,
« againft rwenty tbozf/and of the beft barqubexgﬂ'em and
¢ mufketeers that are in Chriftendom.”
¢« This I know, that harquebufléers, if led by fkilful
. ¢« condultors, are not to. give any vollies, above zhree or
¢ four {cores at the furtheft: nor mufketeers any vollics
« of bullets, above eight, ten, or twelve {cores, at any
¢ fquadrons of horfe or foot in motion. And yet that
“ to0 far (41), unlefs the leaders think rather to terrify

(40) Nead informs us, that Henry VIII. won Turwin, Tournay
and Bullogn, chiefly by the ufe of the bow : which amazed the
enemy, and wounded almoft cvery one. Double-armed Man. Such was
the effe& of well direfted vollies of arrows thot'by the Englith,
that befides the flain, the number of the woundcd (who generally

~ were made prifoners) was very confiderable in almoft all the great
contefts, in which they-ufed the bow. Grafton, fays that at the
battle of Poiltiers, * there were divers Englifh archers that had
s foyr, five, or fix prifoners.”  Cliron.

(41) The point blank range of a mufket ball is computed to be
under i 50 yards; in aflion, its effe® can feldom be depended upon
At more than two thirds of that diftance. See poff (nore 67.)
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« with noife and fmoke, than with any hurt of the bul-
¢ lets. Whereas, archers reduced into their convenien

“ forms (42), being in fo great numbers (as aforefaid)
4 do dim the light of the Sun, darken the Air (43), and

(43) ** The ancient order of reducing archers into form, by cur
# moft Ykilful and warlike anceftors, was into #earfes; that is,
¢ broad in front, and narrow in flank : as for example, if there
¢ were 25, 30, 35, or more or fewer archers in front; the flanks
¢ did confilt but of 7 or 8 ranks at the molt. And the reafon
¢¢ was this, that if they had placed any more ranks thag 7 or 8,
¢ the hinder ranks would have loft a great deal of ground, in
¢ the vollies of their arrows, at their enemies; confidering the
*¢ convenient and proportionate diftances between rank and
‘¢* rapk, and ranks before them; as alfo, that the fight of the
*¢ hinder ranks would have been taken away, by fo many former
¢ ranks, from dire&ing their vollies of arrows towards their
¢¢ enemies faces. Our anceftors placed the hearfes of archers,
“ cither before the front of their armed footmen, or elfe in wings
* upon the corners of their battalions, and fometimes both in
¢ front and wings.” Sir Joku Smith.

¢ At the battle of Crefly the archers flood in the form of an
8¢ hearfe, about 200 in front, and but 40 in depth: which is
¢ undoubtedly the beft way of embatteling archers, efpecially
¢ when the enemy is very numerous, as at this time. For
¢ by the breadth of the front, the extenfion of the enemies front

¢ is matched; by reafon of the thinnefs in flank, the arrows do
¢ more execution, being more likely to reach home.” (Barnes,
. 356.) :
"After the introdu@ion of fire arms, the archers were pJaced behind
the Harquebufféers, with great effe& ; as we read was praQifed at
the battle of Pinkey, between the Englith and Scotch, on the
banks of the Etke. Fide poft, chap. 4.

(43) Thisexpreffion of Sir John Smith’s, refpe@ing the appear-
ance of arrows, is by no means hyperbolical. Hijftorians of all -
ages, have made fimilar obfervations upon their flight. Our old

roniclers frequently compare the vollies of arrows, at the battles
‘of Crefly, Poiltiers and Agincourt, to the fall of £ai/ and faow, and
to motes in the Sun. Our poets follow them. Drayton (in his
* Poly-Olbion), fpeaking of the civil contefts, writes, -

¢ ‘The winters_fJeet or hail was never feen fo thick,

¢ As on the houfes fides the bearded arrows ftick.

¢ The middle fight (which was the army’s only pride)

¢ Of archers moft approved —————

* ¢ Stood ftoutly to the thock, and flang out fuch a flight
¢« Of fthafts, as well near feem'd Peclipfe the welcome light.
¢ And with the fhot came fafts, like flormy fhow'’rs of Hail.”
L Song 22.
« cover

-
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¢ cover the Eartb with their vollies of arrows, eight,
- € pine, ten and eleven, {cores diftant from them (44);
« in fuch fort, as no numbers of mufketeers or har-
« quebuff€ers or argoletéers (45), nor yet fquadrons of
. ¢ lances, nor of footmen (being fo ill armed as in thefe
¢ days they are), fhall be found able to abide the incredi-
¢¢ ble terror of the fhot of fuch infinite number of arrows.
¢¢ For there'is no doubt, but that archers with their
. ¢¢“vollies of arrows, will wound, kill, or hurt above
¢ one bundred men and horfes, for every one that fhall
“ fhall be flain or hurt, by the vollies of fo great
« numbers of barquebuffeérs or mufketéers, as before
“ mentioned (46).”
« Now whereas our fuch men of war, do further
- ¢« difable our archers, faying, that they are to wotk in a
" < manner no effe@, neither againft horfemen nor foot-
¢« men; and that archers are not able to abide the
< terror of the fhot of mufketéers nor harquebufi€ers,

(44) It feems that twelve feore yards was, in general, the full
extent of the flight of the keauvier kind cf jheaf or war arrows, which
were very long and proportionably heavy. Each fheaf confifted of
twenty four, * of which (Sir John Smith fays,) eight were lower
¢¢ feathered, fmaller and flighter arrows than the reft.” Anfwer 10
Myr. Barwick, The ufe of which was, “ to gaul or aftonne the
“¢< enemies with the haile fhot of light arrows, before they fhall
<< come within the danger of the harquebufs thot.” 4z of War, -
Harleian MSS. 4828.

(45) The harquebnfs was a lighter fort of mufket, and was ufed
without a reft. The argoleste feems to have been the fame or very
like it, and gave the name of argdleteer to the korfe foldiers who
ufed this latter fire-arm.

(46) Refpe@ing the great inefficiency attending the firing of
musketry in modern war; Mr. Mafon obferves, that Marfhsl
Count Saxe, in his Memoirs, flates, that on a computation of balls
ufed in a day’s a&ion, not one of upwards of eighty fioe took place.
Mr. Mafon has colle@ted feveral modern inftances of the effe&
of mufketry, from which it appears, that Marfhal Saxe’s. compu-
tation may (under the prefent {yftem of military ta&ics) fairly be
doubled, ' Mafon on the Long-Bow and Pike, -

« with
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¢« with many other vain and fond objections, contrary
“ to all reafon and experience: it is not to be marvelled
« at, that they do fo grofsly err in their fond opinions
< conceived and alledged, againtt the excellent effects of
¢ that weapon, of which they never had any experi-
« ence, nor yet do know how to order them. For
- sarchers, reduced into their forms, were placed by our'
« anceftors in the face of the men at arms (47) of
. France, and all other brave horfemen of foreign
“ nations, who in thofe days were faf better armed,

¢« than any nations in thefe our days are. And yet
~ ¢ with this good order, the wonderful effet of our
.« archery and arrows was fuch; that flying in the air as
¢ thick as fnow, with a terrible noife, much Jke <
 tempeftuous. wind preceding a tempeft; they did leave no
<« difarmed place of horfe or man unftricken and not
« wounded. As may well appear by many battles and’
¢« victories, and namely, by the battle of Creffy, that
« King Edward III. and Prince Edward his fon won
e agamﬂ: King Philip of France; where the faid King
“ Philip had eight or ten thoufand men at arms, and
<< fifteen thoufand Genoefe crofs-bow men, (which were no
*¢ ways inferior for fervices in the field to the mufkets
¢ of this time (48) : with fo puiffant an army alfo on
o« horfeback

-

’

(45) The men at arms (fometimes called by Froiffart Gem darmes,
. at other times Jances; from the fpears, or lances they often carried)
fought both on horfeback and on foot. At times, they were
habited in body-armour of iron, and plates of iron on their arms:
the joints were defended with mail, which was worn under the
whole armour (therefore often called by hiftorians a /irt of mail).
At other times they were fiill clofer armed, with the joints of
the armour defended by plates of iron. Stutt. vol. 5. p. 33. ,
" (48) The crofs-bow was the intended rival of- the long-bow ; but
we find, from unqueftionable authorities, that the ng/}-bow-mm
_could never ftand againft the Englith long-bow men. In the fea
engagements before Sluys, and with the Spanifh armada. near

Wmchelfea, in the reign of Edward III. Barnes, (p. 182. 45:11)
, tells
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¢« horfeback and on foot, very well armed and ’ap-
«¢ pointed (of divers nations), that they were fir at"the
« Jeaft for every one of the Englith: in which battle
<« were flain eleven Princes, and twelve bundred knights,
« befides thirty thoufand foldiers of all nations. And.
« the wonderful effect and terror of fhot of arrows was
« that day fuch, as neither the French King with his
“ men at arms, nor any other of his great captains, with
¢ their brave and well armed bands of horfemen of
« divers nations, were able to enter and break the
¢ archers: although they had no pxkcs, Sakes(49),
 banks,

*tells us, ¢ that the Englifk arrows did more execution 5] far than the
¢« crofs-bows ;" and that in the latter engagement, * the archers
¢ of England pierced Lheu' arbalifters with a further reach than
¢« they could firike again.” Yet Wood (in his Bow-man’s Glary)
tells us “¢ that fome crofs-bows fhot rwenty fcore yards.” However,
the care taken in this kingdom, by the legiflature, to reftrain the
ufe of the crofs-bow (which feems to have been favoured as an
inftrument of amufement in England in the reigns of Henry VII,
and Henry VIIL) and to encourage the praice of the /ong- bow,
fufficiently marks the preference given to the latter, asa weapon of
war, Sec Stat. 19 H. 7. c. 4 6 Hen. 8. c. 13. and fubfequent
ftatutes.. Hollinthed (who wrote in the fixteenth century) lameats
the decay of our ftrong archery, obferving, ¢ that Certes, the
¢ Frenchman and Ratters, deriding our new archery in refpe& to
¢t their corfelets, will not let in open fkirmifh (if any leifure ferve)
¢ to turn up their tails and cry /oote Englifimen; and all becaufe
¢ our firong fhooting is decayed and laid in bed: but if fome of
¢ our Englithmen now lived, that ferved King Edward III. the
¢ breech of fuch a varlet thould have been nailed to his bum,
¢ with one arrow ; and another feathered in his bowells, before
¢ he fhould have turned about to fee who fhot the firft.”
' Defeription of Britain, Book 2. Chap. 12. Among the plates engraved -
in Strutt’s Horda Angel-cynnan (vol. 2. pl. 46.) is one reprefenung an
engagement between the Englith and French in Flanders, in the
reign of Henry IV. in which a rank of Englith Jong-bow-men appears
oppofed to one of crofs-bow-men: and one of the lJarrer is repre-
fented, as having flepped a little forward and turned up his are-
éreeck; in which an arrow from an Englith long-bow appears to be
Jfirmly fixed. Thefe authorities, concurring in fuch particiilars, pro+
bably record, or refer to a well known fa&.

(49) Our archers, to guard and prote@ themfelves from the
attack of the horfe, ufed to place. before them ftakes five or fix feet,
long

-
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¢ banks, nor trenches to guard them; but being in the
¢ plain and open fields, the archers with' their vollies of
« arrows, did break both horfemen and footmen;

'« wounding and killing, both horfes and men, in fch

long pointed with iron. (Grafton chron. p. 455.)  Paulus Jovius
gives us a complete view of the arms and manceuvres of a body
of Englifh archers, in the following words: < Apud Anglos in
% fagittis udica fpes, et praecipua gloria crebis viGtoriarum proven-
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tibus, parta. Eas minimo digito craffiores, bicubitalefque, &
hamato prxefixas ferro; ingentibus ligneis arcubus intorquent,
tanta vi, arteque, ut ad primos prafertim i&tus f{quamofam
thoracem, aut loricam facilé penetrent, fervefa&tamque geflatu
& multo fole; ferream Equefirem armaturam faepe transfodiant.
His ¢ Romana difciplina, mos eft vallum geftare, et dimenfo
{patio protinus, ubi hoftis fuerit in confpettu, in orbem fe
munire. Palos enim teretes utrinque ferrea cufpide praeacutos,
mira celeritate folo defigunt, & infefta acie, paululum procli-
natos in hoftem vertunt: in medio autem ferreus eft annulus,
quo perpetua {zpe refte vinciuntur. Circumvallati in hunc
modum, levo pede in ima parte palum premunt, & divaricatis
cruribus, panfifque lacertis, fagittas excutiunt. Interna autem
finiftri brachii offea tabella conteguntur, ne manicz rugis
recurrentis, nervi impetus elidatur: eo quod diximus, muni-
tionis, genere Gallici equitatus impetium, guo nikil acrius, atque
veBementius olim fuit, egregie fuftinuerunt; quam alii temere

.illatis fe praeacutis vallis induerent; alii vel,in poftrema acie

fagittarum grandine flernerentar. Hac una prelii ratione Joan-
nes Galliz Rex apud Pi@aves ingenti pralio vius, captufque
eft: et Philippus ad Sammorabrinam accepta magna clade, pro-
fligatus, Apparuitque ea in pugna, fagittarios :Ligures, qui
Scorpionibus arcuferreis uterentur, quo teli genere atque animis

‘hoftibus pares videri poflent ; necque vi, necque celeritate Anglis

¢ fuiffe comparandos.” Defiriptio Britannie. fo. 16. Speed gives us
the following account of the ufe made of thefe ftakes, by the
archers at the battle of Agincourt. ¢ The firft troop of French
* horfe were exquifitely appointed; whereon the riders much

(1]
3
(43
"
(13
13
[
(1}

prefumed, and meant to have burft through the archers, with a
vielent courfe ; but they giving back, left their fharpe pointed
ftakes fticking, which till then were unfeen. The French, fup-
pofing the archers had fled, came on with their horfe upon the
fpur, and that in fuch heat, as the earth {feemed to tremble under
their thundering feet; and being forced forward without fore-
fight of danger, carried their proud riders into the jaws of
deftrufion: for falling by troops upon thofe goring ftakes, they

¢ were miferably overthrown and paunched to death.” Hiff. of
Great Brit, p. 628.

« fort
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fort, that the' French King himfelf, being in. greae
peril, had his horfe with the fhot of arrows flain
under him. By which example, and divers others,
that I will hereafter alledge; it may be apparent to
any ‘man that is poflefled with the grace of God,
and- therefore of found judgment, that archers-being.
in great numbers, and reduced into the form of
bearfes ot double bearfes, as wings to a battalion or
fquadron of pikes (that they may the more cenveni-
ently give their vollies of arrows,) need not be guarded
with pikes, nor yet ftakes (as fome talk of the bat~
tle of Agincourt,) but they themfelves are moft
brave pikemen: for as a fquadron of - pikes well
formed, do with their pikes in their hands work great
effect in refifting a charge of lances, .or by encounter-
ing with another {quadron of pikemen their enemies;
fo the arrows of brave archers reduced into hearfes,
being delivered out of their - bows, do become fo
terrible pikes in the eyes and fight of the horfes, as
alfo in lighting upon their fhafrons, cranets or fteel
petorells, or being not barbed, upon their bare faces
and every difarmed part; that the horfes with the
huzzing, ftriking; and unaccuftomed noife, and with
the blows and wounding of the arrows, do fly back
and athwart the one the other: in fuch fort, as no
force of fpurs can make them go any further againft
the archers, but that they do diforder and overthrow
one another. Befides that againft fquadrons of
armed footrmen, the vollies of arrows flying in the
air, and coming in their eyes and fights as thick as
hail; and lighting upon their faces, and every other
difarmed part ; do fo amaze them, that they come to
lofe their ranks and diforder themfelves, before they
can come to _]om with -another fquadron of armed
men their enemies: and alfo with their terror do

‘ ¢ wonderfully
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wonderfully confufe and confound the greateft and
braveft captains, in their direCtions and command-
ments. - As it may very well appear, not only hy
the battle of Crefly before mentioned, but alfo by
the battle of Poifliers : where, certain years after, the
fame Prince Edward, (that was at the battle of Crefly

~with King Edward his Father,) having not in his -

whole army above eight thoufand Englifp, and Ga/-
coigns (of the which there were fix thoufand archers,
and two thoufand armed men;) overthrew King
John of France, (that valiant Prince,) who at thac
battle was accompanied with a great part of the
nobility . of France and of other nations, as Dukes,
Princes, Earls, and other great captains; and had in
his army above three feore thoufand horfemen and
footmen; of the which there were above ten thou-
fand men at arms; and of horfemen of all forts above

-thirty thoufand : where, a little before the battle, the

Prince with his notable captains, confidering the
fmall number that he had to make head and refift
the French King with fo huge an hoft, did take a
ground of fome ftrength and advantage, for the

. guard of the flanks and back of his fmall army. And

placing a great part of his archers in front, in the
open place where the French horfemen and footmen
were to enter and give battle : the archers with their
wonderful vollies of arrows (through the great good-
néfs of God) did that day fo wound, kill and mif-
chief both horfes and men; that he overthrew King
John of France with his whole army, and took him
and one of his fons prifoners; and of Earls, Barons, -
Knights, and Efquires, to the number of fixteen hun-

‘dred or more: befides that there were flain the Duke

of Athens, with fo many Earls, Barons, Knights and
Efquires; that thcy were numbered to be above feven
« - ¢ hundred
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hundred, and fo many prifoners of. all forts taken
by the Englith and Gafcoigns, that they far exceeded
the number of the Prince’s army.”

« The battle alfo of Navarretta in Spam, fought by
the fame Prince Edward (in favour of Don Pedro el
Cruel, againft Don Henry of Catftile,) may teftify the
wonderful effect of archers, where there were above
an bundred thoufand Spaniards, Frenchmen, Portu- .
guefe, Genoefe crols-bow men, and Moors, both

horfemen and footmen, overthrown in that battle.”

« The famous battle and vitory of Agincourt, alfo

of later years fought by King Henry V. againft the.
whole power of France, doth evidently fhew the.
moft excellent effects and execution of archers, where

with the grace of God and incredible vollies of ar-

rows, the French King’s army was overthrown, which

confifted of above forty thoufand horfemen and footmen :

of the ‘which there were ten thoufand men at arms,

.all knights, efquires and gentlemen; whereas King

Henry’s army did confift of but ten thoufand archers,

Sifteen bundred lances, and two thoufand footmen of

other weapons. In which battle were flain, the

Dukes of Lorain, of Brabant, of Alencon, and Bar,

with a great number of efquires; befides that, there

were taken prifoners, the Dukes of Orleans and

Bourbon, with many other earls, barons and knights.”

« The battle of Herrings alfo (fo called by the

French chronicles) fought in King Henry VI’s time

(near unto a village in France called Rouveray, not

far from Orleans) ‘doth evidently fhew the great

_excellence of archery, againft all other forts of

weapons; in which battle Sir John Falftaff, with
other brave Englifh captains, by the grace of God
and terrible thot of the archers, overthrew the baftard
of Orleans, the Lord Hngh Conftable of Scotland, the

E "¢« Count
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- ¢ Count of Clermount, with many other captains of
¢ great account, and their whole army of Frenchmen
¢ and Scots; in the which there were a great number
¢ of French barquebufféers and crofs-bow-men, which
~ '« againft the archers wrought no effei.” -

« But I omit the particulars of many other great
¢ victories, that'I could alledge for proof of the incre-
¢ dible effects of our archers in battles(50): and will now
¢ come to-anfwer certain other frivolous objections, of

(50) Notonly large, but even very inconfiderable bodies of archers,
have done great fervice in the field. Leland in his Collefanca (vol.
1. p. §69 to g72) has mentioned feveral feats performed by
a few Englifh archers in Fraoce in the time of Edward III. And
Afcham notices an a&ion performed by Sir William Walgrave
and Sir George Somerfet with only fxteen archers, near Hammes,
¢ where (to ufe Afcham’s words) they turned with fo few
¢ archers, fo many Frenchmen to flight, and turned fo many out
¢ of their jackes (coats of mail) which turpe turned all France to
% fhame and reproach; and thofe two noble knights to perpetual
¢ praife and fame.” Toxoph. See alfo Sir Fokn Smith's Difcourfe on
Weapons; and Barnes’s Hiff. .of Edward III. 'The latter writer
among others, notice$ an a&ion which, in its effe&t, may well be
ranked among the wonders of archery. This was the battle fought
near Mauron, between Rennes and Plomerel, (15th Aug. 1352)
between the Englith and French; the former (who were only
- 300 men at arms and 60o archers) were led by Sir Walter

Bentley and Sir Robert Knowles. The army of the French and
Bretons, (being four times as great as that of the Englifh) was
under the condu& of Lord Guy de Nefle marfhal of France, and
other great officers; and was fo ordered by the marfhal, that
having a fteep mountain behind at the back, the French and
. Bretons might be enforced to ftand to it refolutely, by defpairing
to fly. This array was fo dreadful, that it difmayed the hearts of
feveral Englithmen, and they began to fly, and thirty of the
archers altually deferted. But by the courage, good condu& and
refolution of Sir Walter Bentley, the Englith (after a doubtful and
bloody fight,) obtained a famous vi€tory. Among the flain on
the fide of the French, were the marfhal himfelf, t4irteen lords, one
hindred and forty knights, five hundred batchelors, - (whofe coats of
armour were brought away:) but the common foldiers were not-
numbered. And the Englith took prifoners (of lords, knights and
batchelors) to the number of ene kundred and thirty. p. 463. See alfo Hol-
linfhed’s Chron. Reign of Hen. V1.

fmaller
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$s fmaller moment than thefe that I have already, by
s¢ fuch notahle examples and experiences of great bat-
¢ tles and victories, anfwered.” o .
~ « Some of our fuch men of war, (becaufe by comge
- %¢ mon and modern cxpenence, no number of mufke-
¢ téers nor harquebufféers in the plain fields, without
s fuccours of fome other weapon or ground ‘'of advan.,
¢ tage, are able to abide the charge of half fo many
¢ lances or firadiots (§1) in nymber as they are, withs
* out being overthrown apd- broken,) do therefore
« think and commonly report, that with a very fmall
* number of horfemen, they will break a far greater
« number of archers; by which their opinions and
¢ reports; it {eemeth, that as they are uttetly ignorant, -
¢ and without any experience of the effects of archers,
¢ fo are they as ignorant of all notable hiftories; or elfe
¢¢ according to the new fafhion, they do believe nothing
¢ but that which they. them{elves have feen, which in
* troth appeareth to be very little.”
¢« For anfwer whereunto, (according to thctefhmony of
¢ the French chronicles) I fay, that in King Henry VI's
& tlme, John Lord of Bellay, being accompanied with
¢ two hundred lances at the leaft, met by chance with-
¢« an Englith captain, called Berry, that had to the num-
“ ber of four fcore archers ; who perceiving the French-
¢ men, prefently reduced his men into an bearfe, turn-
¢ ing their backs to an hedge, (that the lances might
¢ only charge them in front; and fo giving their vol-
- ¢ lies of arrows at the French lances charging, did fo
¢« wound and Kkill their horfes, that they overthrew
¢ them, and flew and took divers of them prifoners.”

( 51) Stradiots were French light horfemen, with fhort ftirrups,
beaver hats, fmall fpears, and fwords like the fcxmlters of Turkey. .
Grqﬁon; Chron. p. 98e0.

- "E2- : “« And
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« And within a while after, a French captain (Guion

¢« de Coing) accompanied by fix frore lances, went out
¢ to feek an adventure with the Englith; and was met

# by Sir William Olde, with fixteen or twenty archers
* on horfeback (§2); who difmounted, and formed in a
« broad way, where lances could not charge them, but

¢ in front; and the French Jances charging them, the

« vollies of arrows of thofe few archers, wrought fuch

¢ notable effect againft the French horfemen, that they.

% broke and overthrew them; in fuch fort, that there

¢ were divers of the French flain and taken prifoners.

«_And in our time, King Henry VIII. being at the

¢ fiege of Terotienne, a convoy of provifions was com-

¢ ing from Guines towards Terouenne: all the French

. ¢ captains of Picardy and Vermandois having intelli-
¥ gence of it, affembled all the men at arms, harque-
¢ bufféers and crofs-bow-men, laid in ambufh, and.
¢ overthrew the Englith light horfe avan-couriers;.
¢ which being perceived by the Englifh, they fo placed
. ¢ their archers, that after a long fight, and’ many
¢ charges by the French men at arms and their fhot
¢ given, (the French far exceeding the Englith in
 number) the French, having a number of horfes

(52) The bow wis not confined to the foor foldier. The Eng-
lith had in their armies a number of mounted bow-men, (called
Hoblers) who were found te be very ferviceable. (Sees Mofeley, p.
262.) Barnes (fpeaking of the ations of thefe archers) fays
“ Thofe that went out into the field, to range themfelves in order
¢ were warmly received by the archers on horfeback, who rode -
¢ about fcouring the field, and wherever they efpied any extraor-
¢ dinary concourfe of men gathering together, thither they rode
¢ up, and diffolved them by their thick flights of arrows. P. 311.”

Sir John Smith (in his comparifon of weapons,) draws a comparifon
between the effe@ts of Aorfe-musketeers and horfe-archers, and decides
in favour of the latter.

\
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“ wounded and flain, were completely repulfed and
¢ overthrown by the excellence of the archers (53).

(53) On the effett of arrows againft the horfe, may be added the
twa following inflances. ¢ At the battle of Durham or Nevils-
¢ crofs (anno 1346) Sir David Graham, a valiant barop, with a
¢ wing of five hundred horfe, well appointed, gave a full charge
¢ upon the left flank of the Englith archers; but was received
¢ with fuch a thower of arrows, that after two or three attempts
% in vain, having loft many of his men, he was fain to fly back
¢ to the main battle, upon the fpur, in great danger of being
¢ taken by his purfuers. Barnes, p. 379.
« About Bartholomewtide laft (1595) came out of Scotland,
¢ one James Fergufon, bowyer to the King; who credibly re-
# ported, that about two years paft, rebels did rife there againft
s the King, who fent sou horfémen well appointed. They meet-
"¢ ing 300 rebells, bowmen,—~The bowmen flew two hundred and
- ﬂurfore of the horfes, and. killed, wounded, and fire hurt moff pare

% of the King's men” Treatife 1o prove the Ufe of Archery, 1596,
Paulus Jovius has given us a very lively defcription of a rapid
charge made by a body of French horfe, upon the Englith archers,
¢ than which (fays he) there was nbthing more fevere and impe-.
¢ tuous;” yet he adds, that the latter fuftained it with a wonder-
ful firmnefs; continuing to pour down upon them a florm of
arrows, ( Vide ante note 49.} ' :

Ej3 . SECTION
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SECTION III.

Particular Effe@ls of Arrows againft Fire-Arms,
proved by Ezamples—Ket's Rebellion— Rebellion
" in the Weft—Battle at Newhaven—Superiority
of Englifk Bows and Archery, compared with the
Bows-and Archery of other Nations. B

« "OW if the effe& of vollies of arrows be fo
« 4 terrible, both againft horfemen and footmen
“ grméd (54); (as I have before declared, by fo  many
« reafons and examples,) what then are the vollies of

¢ arrows

(54) In anfwer to thofe, who afferted that an arrow would not
‘penetrate through fingle buff jerkins, or fcarcely through ordinary
clothes, Sir John Smith obferves, that although the French for-
merly were well defended by body armour, yet did they not
truft to that alone; but carried pavoifes (fhields plated with fteel,
feven feet long and about two feet broad) to protect themfelves
from the Englith arrows. 'We may therefore without difficulty
imagine, that had they not found by experience, that armour was
not proof againft the Englith arrow, they would never in battle,
have encumbered themfelves with large and heavy fhields. But
upon' this fubjeét Patritius (before quoted) difputing the violence
of arrows, makes a fingular remark, doubting not to affirm ¢ that
¢ an Englife arrow, with a little wax put upon the point of the head, will
- % pafs through any ordinary corfelette or cuirafs.” Parlal. milit. 1594.
Lib. 3. fo. 37. It feems needlefs to accumulate authorities upon
a matter, in which all hiftorians coneur; but the two following
examples (among many others) may perhaps: tend to put Sir John
Smith’s obfervation beyond difpute. Lord Lyttelt(m tells us,
¢¢ that Henry II. during his expedition into Wales, was wounded
¢ by a random arrow; and if his habergeon, or coat of mail, had
¢ not been fironger than ufual, the wound would have proved
¢ mortal, but the fkill of his armourer faved him.” F%l. 2. p. 57.
‘We may fuppofe, that the King’s armour was made of the beft
materials, and well calculated to preferve the life of fo royal a
' ' ‘ perfan ;

i
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« arrows able to perform, againft mufketéers and har-
¢ quebufléers,’ that are in a manner difarmed; whofe
« weapons of fire in the field do rather terrify and
¢ make afraid younglings and novices of war, with
¢ fmoke and noife, than with any often killing, hurt-
« ing, or wounding them with bullets: whereof not
¢ only old foldiers, but horfes alfo that are a little ufed
« to their fire, cracks and fmoke, are not any thing
« amazed, nor afraid. But:-three or four vollies of
¢ arrows, lighting amongft any number of mufketéers
“ or harquebufféers (how old and brave foldiers foever
“ they be) will fo amaze and terrify them, that they
¢ fhall fail to charge their pieces, to put touch powder
 into their pans and their matches into their ferpen-
« tines (55). Befides, that they will either wound,

perfon ; probably it was fimilar to that worn by his father, on
receiving the honor -of knighthood, which (fays, Lord Lyttelton)
¢ was an incomparable habergeon, compofed of doubdle plates or
¢ feollops of ficel, which no arrow or lance could penetrate.” 7ol. 2.
2. 157. We are told, that the panoply worn by Earl Douglas at
the battle of Homildon, was of remarkable temper. Piniﬂa‘n’:
Hift. of Scotland. Speed fays, that not only 4is armour, but that’
of his men at arms had been three years in making, yet he adds,
< the Englith arrows rent it with little adoe;” and Douglas him.
felf received five wounds. Amnals, p. 328.- Sir John Smith
obferves, that metal targets were made of two tempers, the foft
to refift mutket fhot, and the Aerd to refift the lance, and rempered
heads of arrows. Anfwer to Mr. Barwick, MSS. And Lord Lyttelton
(fpeaking of the armour of the twelfth century) adds¢ ¢ we find,
¢t that the armour of the knights.in thofe days, 'was not always
*¢ proof againft arrows from Welch or Englith bows.” #4l. 2.

2- 160. Asto the effe@ of arrows upon wood, Edward VI. informs = -

us, that one day an hundred archers of his guard, fhot before him
two arrows each at an inck board of feafoned timber; and that fome
of the arrows pierced quite through it, and others not only went
quite through this board, but fixed in another board behind it ; the
diftance is not noticed. MSS. Diary of King Edward V1. Brit.
. Muf. (Bib, Cott. Nero. C. 10. P. §5.) page 3g.

(55) Although Sir Johd Smith is fpeaking of the match lock, yet
the obfervation is applicable to the fire-lock. ~ - :

E 4 « Kill
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kill, or mifchief them, in fuch fort, as happy thofe,
that with three or four arrows in their bodies, faces,
arms or legs, throwing down their harquebufles and
~mufkets, can cfcape out of the terror and danger of
the vollies of arrows (56). For confirmation whereof;
thére be divers modern examples, with very honour-
able teftimony of fuch as are yet living; very hon-

_ourable, by birth and parentage, as alfo by titles

of honor and worthinefs; of which that noble gentle-
man Ambrofe Earl of Warwick is one, that accom-

( 56) On this head, Clement Edmonds furnifhes us with the fol-

lowing juft remarks. ¢ The diforder or routing of an enemy which

L
‘s

is caufed by the bowmen, cometh from the fearful {petacle of a
drift of arrows ; for a thower of arrows well delivered and well

¢ feconded, for a while, is o terrible to the eye, and {o' dreadful in
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*¢ fucgefs; that it is almoft impoffible to keep the enemy from

routing. Of fuch bullets as do hit, the greater part do not
firike death, but are oftentimes carried until the fkirmifh be
ended, before the party feels himfelf hurt. But a fleeve of
archers is available againft an enemy. as well in fuch arrows as
do mor hit, as in fuch as do hit: for whereas the cloud of

 arrows is fubje to our fight, and every arrow is both fufpeéted .

and able to bring.death fitting on the head, an enemy is
as much troubled at fuch arrows as come fair upon him and
do not hit, as thofe that do hit; for no man is willing to expofe
his fleth to an open and imminent danger, when it lieth in his
power to avoid it: .and therefore whilft every man feeketh to
avoid hurt, they-fall into fuch confufion, as befides the lofs of

 particular men, the enemy doth hardly efcape diforder, which

is the greateft difadvantage that can befal him; moreover,
the arrows having barbed heads, although they make but a
light hurt, yet they are not eafily pulled out, which maketh
the foldiers not mind the fight, until they be delivered of them.
And the horfe fo fling and chafe, that it is impoflible they
thould either keep their rank, cr be otherwife managed for any
fervice.” And he concludes by obferving, ¢ that the ufe of
the bow was too much negletted by the Epglith of his time, (he
wrote abont the clofe of the feventeenth century) confidering
the honor they had achieved by it in former ages.” Lib. 7.
15. p. 137. Mr. Grofe writes to the fame purport ; and adds,

that archers can a& in the rear of a battalion of infantry, and

p.

even of a fquadron of cavaby. Hifi. of the Englify drmy. vol. 1.

148. note. -
"« panied
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« panied the Duke of Northumberland his fa\tther',-A

«¢ (then Earl of Warwick) a man of great valour and
< fufficiency for the governing and condulting an
“ army: - wha in the year 1548, was fent by King
< Edward VI. as his lieutenant general, with an
¢ army of horfemen ‘and footmen, to fupprefs the re-
«¢ bellion of Ket, in Norfolk ; who at that time lay en-
¢ camped with a great power of notorious and hardy re-
" ¢ bels by the city of Norwich,-upon a high hill called
<¢ Mount Surrey. To the which city, the duke with his
¢ army being come, he with great order did encamp and
¢ lodge himfelf and his army on the other fide of the
¢ city and river. And the next day he entered the town
< and brought four and twenty field pieces, to the
<¢ chief charge whereof he appointed colonel Courpemck
« an -Alman and a great foldier, with his regiment- of
<« Almans, which was twelve hundred, the moft of

¢ them brave fhot, and all old foldiers; with divers

< Englith bands and valiant captains of our own
<€ nation, for the guard of the fame: but before they
« could thoroughly entrench themfelves, thofe furious
- < rebels, (contrary to all expetation,) defcended down
¢ their hill with fuch fury of fhot of arrews, (being all

« bowmien, {words. and bills,) that they gave fucha -

¢ terror and fear to our people, both ftrangers and
< Engleh as they were fain to run away, with the
“ lofs of ordnance, and flaughter of a great fort of
«-foldiers: and before the Duke could make head
¢ againft them, they had recovered eighteen field-
« pieces; and carried them up to their hill, even with
¢ very force of men. And. within two or three days

¢ after, thofe gallants did not let to abide the battle

¢ againft the Duke and his whole army, in the plain
¢ field; where the batile was {6 manfully fought on
¢ both fides, that it could be hardly Judgcd (by the

- « beﬂ:
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beft foldiers that were there,) which fide was likely to
prevail: but in the end, (God givingthe viGory,) it
was feen by that battle, that arrows were a moft nable
weapon, And whereas the Duke, who at his firft
affembling and forming his army, changed many
archers into harquebufiéers (becaufe he had no
opinion of the long-bow) he, after the vittory and
fuppreflion of the rebels, upon the experience that
he in thofe a&ions had of the danger and ferror of
arrows (his own horfe ‘being wounded under him at
that battle with three or four irrows, whereof he
died) did both then, and many times after, openly
proteft his error before Count Malatefta Baglion, (an
ancient and noble foldier, Frzlian,) and other great’
captains Italians and Almans; faying, that from that
time forward, he would hold the 40w to be the enly

weapor of the world; and fo did all the notable cap-

tains, both Englith and ftrangers, affirm the fame.
And this I have fet down almoft verbatim, from the -
report of the aforefaid Ambrofe Earl of Warwick,,

who was prefent at that action, and had his horfe .

wounded under him with two or three arrows (§7).

"¢ Inthe fame year of the reign of King Edward V1.

and the fame fummer, Sir John Ruffel, Kt. (Lord
privy feal, that was after Earl of Bedford,) being
fent by the King as his lieutenant general, with a
great power both of horfemen and footmen, againft -
the rebels of the wgf parts; accompanied with Lord
Grey of Wilton, Sir Wilkam Herbert (after Earl of

~(57) Speaking of this altion, Sir John Hayward obferves,

[
%

“ tion: and that'thé Italians were well ordered and difciplined.”
Lifeof K. Ed. V1. p. 67.

,that the rebels firft put forth their archers, then their horfe-,

men, then .a tumultuous multitude without judgment or direc-

« Pembroke,

'
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Pembroke, the Lord of Hunf{don (that now is,) witht
many others, both Knights and Efquires of great.
worfhip; and coming to certain fkirmifhes and en+
counters with the rebels: the archers of the r.cbels,
did fo behave themfelves with their vollies of arrows;
againft divers old bands, harquebufiéers, Italians,
and Spaniards ;' that they drove them from all their
ftrengths, as from banks, ditches, hedges, and other
advantages of ground, to the great mifchief of many .
of thofe ftrangers. And of thefe great effetts of

‘archers againft harquebufféers, ‘T have heard the

Lord Chamberlain aforefaid (who was there an eye
witnefs) very notably report. Befides that, many
years paft, I have heard Captain Spinola, an Italian,
(who was a very brave foldier, and wounded with
arrows in thofe fervices and ations,) give fingular
commendation of the archery of England.

"« To the like effet and fingular commendation of -

archers, I have alfo heard the aforefaid” Earl of

¢ Warwick divers times further report, that in the

year 1562, being at Newhaven' in Normandy; the
notable and great Chaftillon, admiral of France, being
at the fiege of Caen, fent to the earl for {uccour of .
fome Englifh bands; which he defired might be
mottly archers. But the earl having none with him,
fent fix hundred brave harquebufiéers with fome armed

men alfo, which he very thankfully received: but

therewithall fignified unto the earl, that he had rather -
have had two bundred archers; and that he would have

performed greater fervice with that fmall number of

bows, than with all thofe brave harquebufiéers.

« And fhortly after, the notable colonel Alman,

the Reingrave, who had ferved many year§ in

France, accompanied with many other brave captains,

both French and Almans, with a great power bo;l}

[ {3
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of horfemen and footmen; coming down and en-

¢ camping not far from Newhaven: there happened

a great fkirmifh between certain Englith bands of
Newhaven, and the French and Alman companies,

-which- continued very hot, with many vollies of

harquebufs fhot, and new fupplies on every fide.
But at length, the French and Almans, exceeding the
Englith far in multitade, forced them to retire with
diforder, e¢ven to the gates of Newhaven. During
which a¢tion, it happened, that four-fcore tall archers
(Hampfhire men) did at that time land in the Haven ;
who, taking their .bows and fheafs of arrows with
their other furniture, did prefently march without any
tarryance through the town into the field, where the
fkirmifh -was; ‘upon whofe coming, the Englith
bands (that a little before were forced by the often
charges and great multitude of the fhot of their
enemies, to retire even to the very town ditches
and gates); taking courage afrefh, they and the
bowmen entered again into fkirmifh with the Almans
and French; where the four-feore archers did behave
themfelves {o notably againft the enemies, with their
vollies of arrows; that with the brave and valiant
charges which they and the reft of the Englifh
bands gave upon their enemies, (but chiefly with
the .excellence of the archers) they forced them not
only to retire, but to turn their backs; in fuch fort,

as putting a great number to the {word, they became -
‘mafters of the field. Upon which notable effe& of
thofe few archers, as alfo upon divers others, that the -

Reingrave had before time feen in ferving againft the
Enghfh he thortly after, upon the return of a meflage,
fent by the. Earl of Warwick (Sir Edward Horfey
being the meflenger), did moft highly commend
the notable cﬁ'c&s, that he long before, in divers fer-

 vices,
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¢ yices, had feen performed by Englith archers, both
¢ againft horfe and foot: and faid alfo, that long
¢ before that time, he knew by experience, that great
*¢ numbers of Englith archers were able to perform very
<< great matters in the field ; but that fo fmall a number
¢ of bowmen, as were in that laft great confli¢t, (hould
¢ be "able, with their arrows, to do fo great mifchief
« agamﬁ ‘his old bands of Almans, French and Gaf-
* ¢ coignes, he would not have believed, if he himfelf had
 not feen it. And therefore did with great reafon and
“ experience .proteft and acknowledge, the long bows
« of England, to bs the moft excellent weapons for
¢ the field, that were ufed by any nation in Chri
¢ dom: and faid, that the Queen’ of England. had\
« great caufe fo to efteem and account of them. And
« to this effe@t, I have divers-times hcard the Earl of
« Warwick himfelf very notably report.”

Sir John Smith then refers to Sir James Croft, (who
he obferves, had ferved under feveral of our kings and
commanders in many great military {’tatxons), and ‘who
* reports [imilar effets of the Englith archers. He calls
to mind, the known effefts of the Gothian, Parthian,
Arabian, Turkifh and Tartarianbows; which people he
.obferves had more archers than other troops in their
armies; that the Goths, Vandals, and Alans con- -
quered more with the effect of their bows, than of any
other weapons (58): and that fome nations, (as the
Perfians, Parthians, Medes, and Turks) did even in
his time, prefer the bow to fire-arms. * And it is
¢ evident (fays he) by hiftories which have mentioned

(58) Pliny fays, * fi quis /Ethiopas, ZEgyptum, Arabas, Indes,
¢ Scythas, Baftros, Sarmatarum tot gentes & orientis, omniaque
¢t Parthorum regna diligentius computet, xqua fere pars hominum
“ in toto mundo calemis {uperata degit.” Plin. lib. 16. c. 36.

¢ bows,
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« bows, and by fuch as have travelled into rany
¢ parts of Europe, Africa, or Afia: that our Englith
¢« bows, arrows, and archers, do exceed and ‘excel all
s¢ other bows, ufed by all foreign nations; not only in
¢ fubftance and ftrength, but alfo in the length and fize
¢ of the arrows”’(59). However he concludes his dif-
courfe, by exprefling the little hope-he had of convincing
men, who were {o felf-willed, that they would give no
credit to biffory, experience, or example,

»

(59) Whatever may be the fuperior fkill of Englith bowmen,
and the fupenor effe@ of their bows; yet Sir ]ohn Smith is not
quite corredt, in reporting, that the Englith arrow was longer than
that in ufe among ot/er nations. Many tribes in Afia, Africa, and
" America, ufe .wooden bows and arrows, as lng. and fometimes
longer, than Englith bows and arrows. Afcham notices (among
-others) the bows of the Ethiopians, the length of which were fowr

¢ubits : -and the arrows of the Indians, which were from a yard
to a yard and a half in length. Toxoph. The arrows ufed at this day,
with the Tartar horn bows, are probably, what Afcham alludes to,
which are about that length. Alexander the Great, was wounded
(in a battle with the Oxydrace) with an arrow, three feet long. Rollin,
vol, vi. p. 375. See alfo Mofeley, p. 67. As to the comparative
effelts of the Englifh and other bows; Patritius fays, ¢ the won-
¢ ders done by the Parthiansbows, are not to be compared to the
¢ Englifi bows for Srength or /lzoormg ” Paral. Milit.
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CHAPTER IIL

SECTION I.

Authorities in fupport of Sir John Swith's Obferca- -
-tions—Difife of the Bow, as a Weapon of War, in
England.

- N the fame year in which Sir John Smith’s difcourfe
upon weapons was made public, appeared a:
fhort tra&t, written by Sir Robert Williams; which Mr.
Barwick obferves, was to the fame purpofe; only, that
the latter writer gives fuperiority to the bow over all
fire-arms, with the exception of the mufket. Sir John
Smith is {upported in his opinion, (upon the want of
policy of the Englifh, in relinquithing the ufe of the
long-bow,) by Afcham, Sir John Hayward, Patritius
(who although he gives fire-arms the firft place, by no
means affents to the difufe of the bow,) Clement Ed-
monds, and other writers. But as Sir John Smith
had predited, the advocates for the mufket at length
prevailed; and we find, that notwithftanding this his
~ able attempt to fupport the charatter, and continue the
-ufe of that #odle weapon, as he aptly terms the bow;
(with which, the Englith had as the preamble to the
Sratute of the 33 H. 8. c. 9. exprefles, * not only de-
"« fended this realm, and the [ubjeils thereof, agairg/l‘ tbe
« rruel malice and danger of their outward enemies in
« time
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« time beretofore paft ; but alfo with lhittle number and
¢ puiffance in regard bad done many notable alts and dif-
 comfitures of war, againft the infidels, and other; and
 furthermore fubdued and reduced divers and many re- -
~ ¢ gions and countries to their due obedience; to the great
% bonor, fame, and furety of this realm and fubjells, and

€ to the terrible dread and fear of all firange nations,
. ¢ any thing to attempt or do to the burt or damage of
¢ them or any of them:’) Archery, (which the fla- -
tutes of the 13 Eliz. c. 14. declares,  not only bath
- S ever been, but alf is God’s fpecial gift to thé Englifh
“ nation, a fingular defence of this realm, and an occa-
¢ fion of many noble victories),” yielded to the opinion
of the times, and at length the lng bow ceafed to be
employed in this nation, as a weapon of war.” (60)

' . SECTION

’

. ¥ .
(60) Mr. Mofeley has cbferved; ¢ that the battle of Agin-
% court, (which happened 1415, under Henry V.) is the laf im- *
¢ portant action, in which archery is much fpoken of; and that,
¢ although the ufe of it was continued through feveral fucceed-
% ing reigns; yet itat length, feemed to have been cultivated more
¢ as an amufement, than for real military fervice (p. 228).”- But
on this head, Mr. Mofeley is, moft unqueflionably, incorre& :
for we find the Englith /ng-bow to have been, not only the
chief weapon of conqueft; and a caufe of the great flaughter,
during the civil wars between the Houfes of York and Lan-
cafter, (particularly at the bloody battle of Towton): but that
in the reigns of Henry VI. Henry VII. Henry VIII. and Edward
VLI..it continued to fupport its military charaler, and invincible
career of glory, with undiminifhed effet: as the memorable battles
of Floddon and Pinkey, (the latter is particularly noticed by Sir
John' Hayward (poff fec. 2.) and the campaigns in France
and Flanders, during thofe reigns, will teftify. In the reigns of
Edward VI. and Elizabeth, we find its value in military fervice,
highly fpoken of by foreigners of high rank and great military
tkill, who had witnefled its powerful ette@s.. (Sir Jokn Smitk’s Dif-
courfe on Weapons, ante, ch. ji. fec. 3). In a letter from Queen
Elizabeth, to the Sheriffs of Lancathire, is an order to levy men
for the Irith fervice; and the proportion of bows to calivers, is
one half. And it appears (by Queen Elizabeth’s annual expence,
civil and military, anno 1578), that ffty dowmen were on board
C each
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SECTION II,
Comparifon between the Bow and improved Fire-arms—
Former Difadvantage of the Bow—Advantage of

the Bullet over the Arrow—Peculiar Advantage of

the latter—Queftion, whether the Mufket or the
Bow can difcharge the fafleft, confidered—General
Obfervations. L

)
. 1

OTWiTHSTANDING the very powerful ar-
guments made ufe of by Sir John Smith, for the

continuance of military archery, and to prove the fu
perior effect of the bow in war, over all other weapons:
we cannot but fuppofe, that had he lived in thefe
" times, and been a witnefs to the degree of perfection

N

each of the firlt rate men of war, and that the inferior rates alfo
had a due proportion of archers. (Peck’s Defiderata Curiofa, vol. 1.
lib. 2. p. 72). And Sir John Smith informs us, that a confidera-
ble part of the army drawn out at Tilbury (to oppofe the Spanith
invation, anno 1588, ) confifted. of bows. Difcourfe on Weapons.

Pére Daniel fays, arrows were thot by the Englith, at the fiege

- of the Ifle of Rhé in 1627. In 1643, the Earl of Effex iffued a

precept, * for ftirring up well affected people by benevolence,

- towards raifing a,company of archers, for the fervice of the
¢ Kking (Charles I.) and the parliament.” And in a Pamphlet,

(noticed by Mr. Grofe) printed anno 1664, giving an agcount of -

the fuccefs of the Marquis of Montrofe againft the Scotch ; Sow-

men are repeatedly mentioned : which i3 the lateft period to which

any account of Englith military archery can be traced. Grofe on
ancient Armour and Weapons. Mofeley, p. 231. For an account
of the commiffions iffued for the revival of the ufe of the long
bow ; fee Stow'’s Survey of London, vol. ii. b. 5. ch. 13, Mofeley and
Hargrove. - o '

F ’ . ')

)
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- to whnch fire-arms (61) have been brought; and " the
eafe and. celerity with which they are now ufed; he -
- would have entertained a much higher -opinion of their
-effe@s, and valued them accordmgly (62). It is true,
that very little execution (comparatively fpeakmg) is
performed even by the moft improved fire-locks, owing -
(as Sir John Smith juftly obferves) to the difficulty,of
' ‘takmg a fure fight, the celerity ufed in loadmg and
~ firing'in altion, and other circumftances. And it muft
be rqmembcrcd that the bow had, in former times, to
contend with fire-arms, which, though flower in their
‘difcharges, were furer in their aim ; being confiderably
“heavier than thofe-now ufed, and ﬁavmg the great ad-
vantage of a reft, to corre& the vacillation of the
arm (63). On ‘the other hand, the bow is fubject -to
feveral inconveniences, not altogether fo referrible to
fire arms. It is liable to be completely difabled by the
. firoke of a bullet; being elevated for diftant fhots
‘much above the. head of the archer; and his aim is
impeded " and rendered fomewhat uncertain, by the

-

61) Mention of cannon and other great guns, has been omitted
in’ this treatife; which offers a comparifon between bows and
fmall arms anly, The fuperior and decided effe@ of ordnance (par-
_ ticularly of late years), where it can be brought into a&xon with
 effed, needs no comment.

(62) Sir John Smith (to prevent his opinion of fire-arms being
mxfconﬁrued) candidly obferves, * that every weapon has its due
¢ time and place, and that fire-arms, although a moft 4#/&ful wea-
¢ .pon, are yet often found out of their place, and confequently then
¢ of no value.”” dnfwer to Mr. Barwick. Harl. MSS.

~ (63) The author of thefe Tras finds his fuggeftion upon this
point, confirmed by authority. * The anthor of the Introdultion to a
plan of Difciplinefor the Norfolk lema, (fpeaking of the match-lock),
obferves, ** However, moft writers allow, and’ fome old officers
¢ that we have known, who remembered match-locks being ftill
¢ in ufe, have confirmed it: that they were very fure, and lefs
‘¢ apt to mifs fire than the fire-lock ;’ but adds, that ke thinks the
latter fcarcely credible, as the eld Tocks were not fo well made as
they are now. P. 7. note’3.

,dazzlmg
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‘dazzlmo hght of the fun when in his front (64):- whnle‘ '
the mufketeer- (from -the horizontal line .of his level).
avoids this latter incopvenience. Befides, the bullet has

the decided advantage of the arrow, in:zbree very im-
portant particulars; namely, velocity, force, and point=
blank range. By means of the firft, it reaches its ob-
je&t (fuppofing it to be diftant one hundred yards) in '
lefs than the fourth part of a fecond of time; while an
" arrow- (from one of the ftrongeft bows) does not move
that fpace in lefs than three feconds. As to force, the
arrow beyond two hundred and fifiy ‘or two hundred
and eighty yards at the furtheft, does not poffefs 2 force
equal to what a bullet retains at that diftance. But thé' T
chief advantage of the mufket lies in the extent of its . -
point-blank ‘range, which is calculated to be about one
hundred and twenty yards; whereas the ftrongeft bow > -
cannot command a point-blank range much- exceeding
fifty yards: confequently, the latter.muft {beyond that j_
diftance) depend for its effect, upon:the fkill and Judg-
ment of the archer; mnd it is well known: by experience;
~ that in fhooting at ‘ob_]t&s, diftant . abdue one hundred
and eighty or two hundred yards and upwards, the eye -,
is frequently deceived; and that, not only mifts, but
the lofs of the fun in the evening, and indeed the ab-
fence of it (by. the intervention of a paﬂing cloud. at
noon day), will caufe. this- deception in a degree ;. fo
that the arrow fhall often either'exceed, or (which moft
frequently bappens undcr fuch. cucumﬂances), fall (horn

(64) The archers in all encounters avoided, -as' much as poffible, °
ﬁghtmg with the fun in their faces. Seethe engagement before
Slays. = Froiffart’s Chron. vol. i. c. so. Battle of Crefly. ~Froyfart’s
Chron. vol. 1. cc. 128, &c. Hollinfhed’s C/trm. :587, vol. il p 358.
Barnes's Hiff. Edward II1. p. 182. -

F 2 of
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of its deftination (65). Again, the arrow pofiefies an
advantage, (which the bullet can fcarcely, if ever be
made to command in any efficient degree, in the line
of its flight); ranging with confiderable certainty, ina
eurve, from an almoft perpendicular to nearly an hori-
zontal elevation; and taking effe€t, as Sir John Smith
obferves,  from the top of a man’s bead, even to the
<« nailing of his feet;” and from the firft to the laft
. rank in the army; while the bullet, once pafling over
‘its obje@, lofes itfelf in an ufelefs flight. However,
the. difficulty .of hitting the mark with an arrow at a
great diftance, is much leffened in war, by the object -
to be ftruck, confifting of feveral extenfive columns or
" lines of men; and it appears by recorded fats, that
our ancient archers very feldom miffed fuch marks: fo
much s all manual art, (and particularly the art of
archery),~ under the influence of early habit and fre-
quent praétice. Befides, as Mr..Mafon has juftly ob-
ferved,. the archer has the advantage of the mufketeer,
in being able-to notice the fighs and fall of his arrow, -
and confequently to amend his difcharge. ©~
o WWhether -it-is poffible for a mufketeer, of this day,

' .

.(65) A.remarkable inftance, in which a true knowledge of dif-
tance became important, occurred af the great battle of Towton,
‘between the Yorkifts and’ Lancaftrians, in the Reign of Edward IV.
At the time the battle began, a thick fnow fell, and was driven
by a britk wind full in the faces of the Lancaftrians, who were
thereby prevented from obferving the exatt diftance of the
enemy. The Lord Fauconberg, an old and experienced officer,
made an admirable ufé of this accident; he ordered his- men to
advance as near as they conveniently could, to difcharge a flight
of-arrows, and then retire with alb fpeed out the reach of thofe
of the enemy. This firatagem’ had a wonderful effe@ ; for the
Lancaftrians feeling the arrows, and thinking their enemies were
ot many yards diftant, emptied their quivers with unavailing dif-
charges. Speed. Hiflory of Great Britain. .

" to
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to fhoot faffer (66) than an archer, will fcarcely ba
contended. Certainly the mufketeer, in attempting -
this emulation, would heat and foul his piece in fuch
a manner, as to leflen its effe& véry confiderably: and
the hurry of fuch impetuous difcharges, would not
only diftra&t his aim, and confequently caufe great de-
viation in his fhot, but alfo would foon difable him with
fatigue. When charged with the bayonet, the mufke-
teer would, perhaps, have fome advantage over the
bowman, by being able to retain his fhot the longeft ;
as the latter would be under the neceflity of relinquith-
ing his bow," time enough for him to take up his pike;
unlefs he could retire through the rank behind hims
but the near approach of the enemy might, probably,
render this manceuvre impracticable, without caufinga -
fatal confufion in the other ranks. Againft the borfe,

. the bow, with the affiftance of the pike, feems capable of
being ufed with the greateft effect, as Mr. Mafon has
evidently pointed out. Yet, when aing againft the

~ foot, fo long as the archers could maintain their ground,
and give their difcharges with firmnefs; it is difficult
to conceive, how the beft difciplined troops (within the
reach of their vollies of arrows) could load their fire
arms, during an inceflant ftorm of arrows, affailing -
every part; and falling with fuch force, as even to beat .
. their weapons out of their hands ; which was the cafe -

(66) An archer of this day has been known to fhoot t'we}uaj

. arrows, at forty-fix yards diftance, into the circumference of two feer, ~
within the fpace of ome minute. An expert mufketeer, cannot (we |
may prefume) difcharge above half as many bullets in that time;

- at the faine diftance, with any certainty of effe?. 'The beft Pruffian
mutketeers (whofe pieces prime themfelves) are faid to difcharge
fix bullets in a minute; but fuch rapidity of difcharge is too fa-
tiguing to becontinued. So fimple is the exer'ci‘fe of the ow,

~ that in the difcharge of the arrow, only two diffin® movements are
neceflary; viz. ift, the drawing the arrow from the belt and placing
it in the firing, 24, the drawing the bow, and loofing the ariow. .

F 3 . “ at
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at thc battle’ of Homildon (in. the reign of Henry IV.
and called by fome ‘Hallidown ) where Speed tells us,
¢¢ the. Lord Percy’s archers making a retreat, did
« withall deliver. their deadly arrows (sam vividé, tam
 animosé, tam gravitér, faith our monk) fo lively, fo

< coutrageoufly, fogrievoully; that they ran through the -
"< men at arms, bored the belmets, pierced their very. fwords,

~

< beat their lances to-the earth, and eafily fhot thofe

"¢ who were more flightly armed through and through.”

Similar effe&ts of ‘Englith archery were noticed at the
battle between the Englith and Scotch, on the banks
of the Efke, near Muflelburgh (called the battle of
Pinkey), in the yéar 1547, when, fays Sir John Hay-
ward, ¢ the Englith archers fent fuch fhowers of fhot’
« over the Hackbutter’s heads, that many bodies
¢ of their enemies, being but half armed, were beaten
 down and buried therewith.” Life and reign of King
Edward VI. p. 33. And it muft be obferved, that

_the archers would poffefs the advantage of being clear

of the noife and fmoke, with which their adverfaries
would be aflailed, and which in fome degree contri-

. bute to render the execution of mufketry fo uncertain,

and confequently, would be at liberty to make rapid

movements, and to give their difcharges with greater
regularity, certainty and effet (67). '

(69) It has been already obferved, that the point-blank range of

a mutket fhot is about 120 yards; but that in aftien it cannot be
much depended upon beyond one hundred. Beyond 8o toifes, or 16e
yards, the fire of a line of infantry can feldom have effet. (Guibent.
vol. i. p. 157). See Infruftions for the Drill, (as ordered for his
Majefly's Forces,) by Fohn Ruffeil, Brevet Captam., and Paymafler, and
late Adjutant in the Weff London Miitia, 2d edit. 1799. And we
have feen by calculation (grounded upon faéts) what is the prefent
§eneral execution of mufketry, in pretty clofe aions. (Ante, note 46).
t muft be admitted, that at 100 yards diflancé; the fheaf or war
arrow, cait from a war-bow, would firike its objet with a forc¢
ntarly, if not quite, equal to that of a mufket ball; and tl}}at its
rong

e —— e~ .
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firong fieel-pointed head would, in fome refpe@s; give it the ad-
vantage of the leaden bullet. Experiments have been lately made,
to afcertain the claim for certainty of fhot, between the mufket and
the bow. In order to accomplith this defign, one of the beft mutkets

was procured, and loaded with the greateft nicety; the powder
ufed was of the very beft quality, and the quantity was previoufly

weighed, and propertioned with - the utmoft exaénefs, to -the

weight of the ball, which was confined with muflin orfine rag,
inftead of paper: and in fhort, every precaution was taken to afford
the mufket its true and full,effe. The-viGtory was to be decided
in twenty-one fhots, at a target diftant 100 yards : and the refult
of the trial was, that the mufket put esven and the bow ffteen
~ (out of twenty-one) fhots into the target. The experiment was
repeated once or twice, but the bow continued the fuccefsful -

weapon. However, this trial could not fhew the advantage of

the éow over the mufket, in -its fulleft point of view ; for had an
- army been fhot at, inftead of a'target, every arrow which went
wide of, or over the mark, would have taken place; while the
bullet, having pafled over the heads of the firft rank, would probably
pafs over the heads of the other ranks. Againft an enemy prote&ed .
by a hill, wall, or other defence in front (above the height of a
Jman); whilft the mufket is ufelefs, the bow can a& with cenfide~
rable effe®. It may be found very ferviceable in difcharging
arrows loaded with fire, againft combuftible matters. See Mo/eley,
p- 175 to 182. Mr. Mofeley quotes from Voltaire’s' Hiftory of
Charles XII. King of Sweden, an account of the brave fland
which Charles (with a few attendants in a flome-built houfe)
. made. againft the whole Turkith and Tartar army ;.and which
the former would have repulfed, had not the Turks fhot arrows
loaded with fire into the roof, windows, and doors of that
fortrefs. Fire arrows were formerly ufed by the Englith. 7éid.
In the Britith Mufeumn Library (Zir. Milit. Trads) is a pamphlet,
_ (printed 'in the year 1628, and entitled, ¢ 4 new Invention of
Seoating Fire-flafts in Long Bows)” wherein the author not only
féts forth the ufe, but alfo gives particular diretions for the con-
ftruction - of fire-arrows. ¢ Their chief fervice (he obferves)
¢ is in molefting and putting in hazard the cannoniers; firing
<« the enemies tents; making a blaze for the mufketeers to fire;
e keeping workmen by night in awe; facilitating attempts by
¢ night; dazzling the eye of the enemy, and expofing him; and
¢ firing the fails of fhips: moft of which fervices may be per-
- ¢ formed from behind a breaft of defence, (this indeed, 1s an ad-
¢ vantage dppertaining to archery in general); and in routing the
«« horfe.” The effe@ of a barbed arrow-head charged with fre,
and adkering to horfe or man, may be eafily conceived.

-

\
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X SECTION III

Obfervations on the poffibility of increafing the Powers
and Effects of the Bow—Caufes of the Improce-
ments in Fire-arms—Valuc and Importange of
lately zmported Bow-woods—Improvement in the
Cmg/iru&zon of t/ze Bow.

HAVING thus f’,catcd impartially, the claim for
pre-eminence in military fervice, between the how
“and fire-arms; the advocate for the latter cannot deny
me the indulgence of making this laft remark on the
part of the bow; namely, that had the pra&xce of
military archery continued, it would have attracted the
attention of the ‘philofophers, and the mechanics of '
the times, to the prefent day: and that the realm-
-(which fo much depended upon the effe&t of archery) .
would have held out great encouragement to men of
genius, to exert their abilities in improving the bow
~ and arrow; and, no doubt, fuch attention and encou-
- ragement would have led to the difcovery of greater
owers and eﬂ"cé’ts, than that weapon has hltherto
difplayed; or at leaft, would have greatly’ improved
thofe which we acknowledge it to poflefs, For we
are fenfible of the rapid progrefs of all arts and
fciences, and of the wonderful perfection to which they
have been carried in the courfe of the two laft cen-
turies ; by means of the advancement of letters, and
the inveftigations and experiments of philofophers and
men of gcnius in all countries ; and-of that liberal com-
munication of ufcful difcqveries and inventions, which
' ' has
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has long chéra&crifcd Europe. To thefe caufes, (aé well

as to the rewards'fecured by the laws of this country to
. ingenuity) fire-arms owe their prefent powers. And

although the bow and arrow have during all that im-

portant “period, lain by unnoticed; yet have they

(however accidentally) profited by the knowledge and -

implements of modern mechanics; who conftru& .
. them with greater nicety, than what our anceftors were
ufed to do. The revival of archery has introduced to
the attention of the bow-maker, feveral forts of foreign
wood, (but lately imported into this country), which
upon trial, have been found to make bows that rival,
and in fome particulars even excel, thofe of the long famed
yew: And the arrow woods now in ufe, are deemed
far {uperior to what were employed in archery in former
times. But the new method of conftructing the bow
with @ back, which (as it not only renders it on fome
accounts, more acceptable as an inftrument of amufe-
ment; but alfo increafes its powers, by giving addi-
tional velocity to the arrow) may be found very ufeful
in its military purpofe, was not practifed till fome time

after archery had quitted the field.(68)
(68) Admitting the great powersA of the bow, and its value as
a weapon of war, even at this day; yet it muft be confefled to
-be a moft fanguinary one.” A gun-fhot wound in a part not vital.
(even if the ball cannot be extralted), feldom proves fatal: the
wound, after a’time, clofing over the ball ; and but occafionally
caufing a degree of uneafinefs, or pain. But a wound with a
barbed arrow, not extralled, muft ever be attended with pain, and
.confiderable danger. Hiltorians frequently mention the torment
endured by thofe, who have been wounded by arrows: and Sir
John Smith has fufficiently proclaimed the terrors of the Englith
bard ; and noticed the inflammation and fatal effe@, occafioned
by the ruft of the arrow-head. Touching the galling of the
epemy, (fays Clem. Edmonds), ¢ there cannot be a better de-

“¢ fcription than that which Platarch (Plut. Crafus) maketh of

s« the overthrow of the Romans, by the Parthian arrows. The '
s Roman foldiers bands (faith he) were nallcd to their targets,
'3 and

‘
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"« and their feet to the ground, or otherwife were fore wounded in
% their-bodies, and died of a cruel lingering death, crying out for
¢ the anguith and pain they felt; and turning and tormenting
¢ themfelves upon the ground, they break the arrows ficking in
¢ them. Again, ftriving by force to pluck out the barbed heads,
¢ that ‘had pierced far into their bodies through their veins and
. ¢ finews, they opened the wounds wider, and fo caft themfelves
« away.” L#b. 7, ch. 15. The arrow has been, and if again
ufed, may again become an inftrument of torture, at.which huma-
" nity fhudders. An inftance, (pleading imperious neceffity indeed)
occurred at the battle of Crefly, and is noticed by Stow in his
Annals : {peaking . of that battle he relates, ¢ that the Englith
¢ Marfhals and the Earls of Warwick, Salifbury, and Suffolk,
¢ with their wearied battailes, joined the prince; having firf
¢¢ fupplied the exhaufted quivers of their archers with arrows
‘S drawn from the bodies of their dead and dying enemies’” P. 262.
Barnés, p. 508. Such was the effe@& of arrows in war, that Sir
John Smith tells us, ¢ valleys ran with drwks of blowd, caufed by
-¢¢ the flaughter of the Turkifth arows.” Anfwer to Mr. Barwick,
Harl. MSS. And Mr. Gibbon fays, ¢ that the firft body of the
¢ Crufaders was overwhelmed by the Turkith arrows; and a

% pyramid of bones informed their companions of the place of their
¢ defeat.” Chk. 58. : ,

]
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AN ACCOUNT OF THE REVIVAL OF ARCHERY, AS
AN AMUSEMENT, IN ENGLAND: IN WHICH THE
VALUE OF IT AS AN EXERCISE, - CAPABLE
NOT. ONLY OF AFFORDING MUCH PLEASURE

" AND SATISFACTION, BUT ALSO OF RESTORING
HEALTH, AND ADDING VIGOUR TO THE NERvis,
AND STRENGTH TO THE BODY, IS CONSIDERED.
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CHAPTER I

. SECTION 1.

Archery always an. Amufement in England—till of . |
late, confined chiefly to the North—Revival of
Archery in the South—Caufe—Value of the Art as
an  Exercife— duthorities—Archery particularly
recommended to young Perfons—Not denied to old
Age—Effe&t of Archery in relieving the Mind.

NOTWITHSTANDING the fate of military ar-
chery, the bow long kept its poft in this kingdom,
‘as an agreeable amufement, and a polite recreation of
much value. Yet, even as an amufement, (till within
thefe laft few years) it has,. for a century paft, been little
known. The archers divifion of the Artillery Company
in the fouth; and one or two focieties in Lancafbire
‘and Cbhefbire, (counties once famed in hiftory for their
powerful bowmen (1), and in which archery has never

(1) ¢ Lancafleere faire archere.® Leland’s Collelan.

-« From Lancafkire, men famous for their bows.”
: Drayt. Barons Wars, b. i f 42.
" Speaking of Cleftire, Drayton fays,

Who with (their bills and fows) may confidently boaft

Our Leopards they fo long and bravely did advance, . e

Above thc ﬂewde-lx:, even in the heart of France. '

Drayt. Poly Olbion. Song r1.

. been
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~ been entirely.difuled) ; and the royal company of archers
in Scotland (2), have been for many 'years the fole,
(and at times the very feeble) fupport of the art in Great
Britain. Thus is it- with the bow; an mftrumcnt,
which from the earlieft period of time, has been, .in
_almoft all parts of the earth, the all conquering wea-
pon; an inftrument, by means of which the Norman
~conquered England ; and the Englith not only fub-
je&ed and fecured Wales, Scotland, and Ireland ; but
did zen_feveral times fuccefsfully invade France ; once brought
it to-the brink of ruin; omce conquered it ; made one of its
- Monarchs prifoner, and anotber tributary (Mafon); and
- with which, they performed fuch exploits wherever
thcy ‘went, as, proverbially, to become the beft allies,
br the worft foes. So that, but for the amufement which
the bow fill affords to a few; archery (in this king-
dom) would be for ever loft and forgottén. And when
that fails, this weapon, which once every Englithman
had at band (3), will (if even a remnant of it is found)
bc deemed a curious ‘relick, worthy the acceptance of
an antiquarian. But fo miferable an exit to fo noble,
‘and once famed a weapon, need not be dreaded, while
it receives the fupport it has met with for the laft
twenty years; interropted in fome degree only, by a
-long and unprecedented war, and the continued threat
of invafion, which have compelled all men to fly to .
the arms of the day. - 4 -
- The late revival of archcry (Wthh although it took
place in the fouth gave new vigour to its fupportcrs inthe

~(2) See a full account of the- Royal-Company of Arckers in Scotland,’

in Hargrove'’s Anecdot. p. 68, and Mofeley 228, and Appendix, p. 342.
(3) By an act of parllamcnt pafled in the 33d year of the reign

of King Henry VIII. (c. ¢9.) and which was continued. and
enforced by the 13 Eliz. (c. 14.) Every man (except fpiritual per-
-fons and the judges) was obliged to ufe fhooting, and to have a

¢ bow and arrows ready continually in his houfe.”

north
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north of - England; and foon exterided into . every
county, recommending as Sir William Wood in his
" Bowman’s Glory obferves « at leaf} itfelf as an exercife,
< and though but in fport and triumph,” to every En-
glithman) was owing to one of thofe accidents which,
however trifling in thernfelves or confined to an indi-
vidual, have fometimes laid the foundation of much
benefit to mankind. '
About the year 1776, Mr Waring (who refided:
with Sir Afhton Lever, at Leicefter Houfe, and who
may juftly be ftiled the father of modern archery)
* having, by continval application to-bulinefs, contracted
an opprc-ﬂion upen his cheft, (arifing principally from
fitting too clofely to his cfeﬂc and preﬂing his breaft
too much’agaioft it, and which the moft eminent of the -
faculty had in vain endeavoured to remove), refolved to
try the effet of the bow in affording himfelf relief.
He aCcordmgly made it a regular exercife, and in 3
thort time derived great benefit from the ufe of it;
and afcribes his cure, which was’ perfe& folely to the
ufe of archery. Sir Afhton Lever, perceiving the good
effets, which fo engaging an amufement had upon
‘the conftitotion, followed Mr., Waring’s example, and
took up the bow ; he was foon joined by feveral of °
his friends, who, in the year 1780, formed themfelves -
into a fociety, under. the title of Toxophilites, and met
tegularly at Leicefter Houfe, having butts ereted in
the gardens belenging to it. And this fociety was
the parent ftock of the numerous focieties of Archers,
known at this day;_except thofe, which I have before
noticed, as exifting prior to this late revival of ar-
chery (4). ' o ) .
: ’ S ' " On

(4) For a lit and an account of \thefe fevefal focieties, fee
Myfeley, p. 230. Hargrove, p. 43. Oldficld, |2 73. With fuch
T ’ . hberahty
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On the f{core of bealth then we find, that archcry
holds out to us a'ftrong inducement to value and ufe
it as an exercife. . Its value indeed upon this account,

‘does not reft folely upon a ﬁngle fatt. Afcham, who -
_was himfelf a va]etudmarlan, and of weak body, (and

therefore thought it neceffary to fpend many hours in

fuch exercifes, as might afford the beft relief and

relaxation, after the fatigues of ftudy), has in feveral
pages of his treatife upon the art, recommended the
prattice of it, as an innocent, Jalutary, ufg efuly and liberal

diverfion. In his own words, < It is an exercife mofte

“ holfome, gnd alfo a paftime mofte honefte; wherein
¢ laboure prepareth the bodie to hardnefle, and the
* mind to couragioufneffe (5), fuffering neyther the
“ one to be made with tendernefle, nor yet the other
 to be hurte with ydlenefle,” and, comparing it with
other exercifes and amufements, adds, « therefore, to
¢ loke ‘on all paftimes and exercifes holefome for the

ALY

. ‘% bodye, pleafaunt for the mipde; comlye for every

“ man to do; honefte for all other to loke on; profit-
¢ able to be fet by of every man; worthy to be rebuked
« of no man; fitte for all ages, perfons, and places;
«¢ onlye thootinge fhall appeare, wherein all thefe com-
“ modities may be founde.” Bifhop Latimer (in a
fermon preached before King Edward VI. ) obferves,
« It is a goodlye arte, a holefome kynde of exercife,
¢ and much commended in phifike,” and quotes Mar-

liberality of fentiment was the revival of archery embraced, that

a mutual exchange of honorary freedoms foon took place between
thefe focieties and the Toxophilites; which confers upon the latter,
the privilege of being recenved as archers, in the different’ focietiés
in Great Britain. _
(5) ‘¢ For bows the ﬁrength of brawny arms 1mp]y
<< Emblems of valor and of viGory.
Dryd. Flower and the Leaf.
Tum validis flexos incurvant viribus arcus
Pro fe quifque viri. ' .zEraJ Lib, 3. 1. 500,

) S, c:lms
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cilivs Phifinus, who fays, ¢ it wraftleth agaynfte thanye
« kyndes of ‘difeafes.” Latimer’s Sermons. -(Ser. 6,
before King Edward VI.) And Wood, who doubtlefs
was a better archer than poet, {peaks to the fame effects

* Ttis an exercife (by proof) we fee, -
« Whofe pralice doth with nature beftagree.

¢ Obftrullions of the liver it prevents, -

¢ Stretching the nerves and arteries, gives extents

¢ To the fpleen’s oppilations, clears the breaft

¢ And fpungy lungs: Itis a foe profet ' .

¢ Toall conKJmpnonsx

o @

Bowman’s Glar] (6)

To young perfons, Afcham ftrongly recommends
the practice of archery; not only as an happy and
honorable fubftitute for many unworthy amufements
and expenfive follies, (efpecially for that terrible pro-
penfity te gaming, which he ferlouﬂy deprecates and
laments, as the great bane of the age in which he lived)
but alfo on account of the manlmcfs of the diverfion,
and of the fhare it may fairly claim in the prefervation
of the health: for this exercife evidently tends to -fup-
prefs effeminacy, to invigorate the nerves, and to
increafe the firength of the body. With his fentiments
upon this fubjedt, thofe of a modern writer (Mr.
Saltzmann) perfectiy accord. The latter, in confider-
ing the'gymnaftic exercifes proper for youth, fpeaks of
archery, as an exercife, in terms of high commendation.
(Gymnafp. Exercifes.) And Dr. Mulcafter (a cotem-
porary of Afcham, and mafter of Merchant Taylors,
and, afterwards, of Saint Paul’s {chool, who publifhed a
“treatife on the education of youth), fpeaking of fhoot-

(6) Wood lived to prove ‘the truth of his remarks; he died at a
very advanced age. And his epitaph tells us, )
¢ Long did he live the honor of the bow,
¢« And his long life to that alone did owe.”
Barrington,

X , G- , ing
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ing with the long-bow, obferves, « to fay enough of
« tiffs exercife in few words, (which no words can
« praife enough for the commodities which it bringeth
« to the health of the body), it confifteth of the seft
¢« exercifes, and the beft ¢ffe&s of the be& excrcxfcs ”
Pofitions, chap. 2.6.

Indeed, of fo much importance to youth was decmed ‘
the knowledge and exercife of archery, in the reign of
Queen Elizabeth, even at the time when the long-bow,
as a weapon of war, was falling into neglet; that we
find, by the orders, ftatutes, and rules maidc in the 33d
year of that reign, for the government of Harrow .
School, (erected and endowed by patent in the 14th
year of the fame relon), it was a condition, which
every parent and other perfon, who fent a boy to the
fchool, was obliged to obferve; ¢ that he thould allow
¢« the child at all times, a bow, three fhafts, bow-ftrings
« and a bracer, to exercife fhooting.” See a defcrip-
tion of Harrow in the Topographer, for the year 1791,
vol. 4. In confequence of this regulation, there has been
obferved at the {chool, till of late years, an annual fhoot-
ing with the Englifh long-bow, for a filver arrow. This

regulation. refpecting archery, probably, took place in
complxance with the ftatute of the 13 Eliz. c. 14. which,
after declaring archery to be “ an wholefome exercife for

< the bealth and firength of men,” direéts all the ftatutes’
~ for the fuppreffion of unlawful games and for the main-
tenance of archery, to be put in execution: and confe-
quently (among others) the 33 H. 8. c. g. which
enadts, ¢ that the fathers and governors of perfons
¢ under age, Thall teach them fhooting, @nd provide fot
¢ them a bow and two fhafts.”” T hIS manly_exercife
had a general continuance to the Reign of Charles T.
for we find in many hofpitals founded in that reign,
among the articles’ of bcnefa&xon recorded upon their

: walls,
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walls, this fingular provifion;  Avms for the Bgy},”
which fignifies Bows_ and Arrows. (Gemt. Mag. for
1783, vol. 53..p. 762.) ' V
Nor is this exercife (like moft others) the peculiar
advantage and amufement of early days; for Afcham
juftly remarks, ¢« that the labour which is in
« fhooting, of all other is beft; not only becaufe it
.« epcrealeth ftrengthe, and ‘preferveth "healthe moft;
<« but becaufe itis not vehement, but moederate; not over-
< layinge anye one parte with wearineffe, but [iftlye exer-
““ cifinge everye parte with equalneffe; as the arms and
_"s¢ breaftes with drawinge, the other partes with goinge;
- ¢ being not fo painful for the laboure, as pleafaunt for
« the paftime, which exercife (by the judgement of
< phyfitions) is mofte alowable.” It may with truth
be ftiled the friend of old age. And we. fee old
archers continue the diverfion with fatisfaion to them-
felves, and pleafure to others; and although, when very
far advanced in life, they find their ftrength fomewhat
give way; yet do they not perceive any lofs of /il in
_the art: by changing their ftrong bows, for thofe which
are weaker, they feldom perceive the want of very
powerful nerves; but in purfuing this amufement, can
L —bnd old age grow green and wear a fecond fpring.”
' i Aimfirong, Art of Preferving Health.
On another account too, archery may deferve atten-
tion. One known effe& of bodily exercife, is, that of
relievipg the mind from a depreffion of {pirits; and it
is but juftice to this art, to obferve, tnat it can promote
this effe in a fuperior degree. 'Walking, riding, and
many other exercifes, althouoh well calculated to exhila-
rate and raife the fpirits ; yet i vehemently purfued can-,
not be fo long; if languidly followed, they leave the
mind open to an infenfible aberration: and in that inter-
val, the caufe of its uneafinefs has time to return and
\ G2 . prey
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prey upon the nerves. But archery being more a regu-
iar and comfant, than a violent exercife, leaves but
little time for intruding thoughts; and indeed requires,

Aand in a peculiar manner arrefts) the attention both of-
the eye and the mind : inculcating and ftrongly enforcing

.a calmnefs and tranquility, free from the interruption of

“the tumultuous paffions. If ufed in fociety, this effet
is ftill greater; and emulation muft at leaft fqr a time,

. ¢ Drive melancholy from the Aauntcd brow.”

Nor does the care of the bow ceafe, when it is unbent;
for if the mind fill requires a&tive employment, the bow
is always at hand ; and the lover of archery, the more he
‘becomes acquainted with the art, the more he will find
himfelf inclined to imitate the great Alfred (7), and give
fome of his fpare time to trim his bow and fhafts. And
he will foon difcover, that they are capable of leading

him to numberlefs experiments, which will call forth
his genius and attention.

s

« (7) See an anecdote to this purpofe. in Afer. Elfvedi rebus g: is.
p.9. Spelman's Life gfdfred—-or, M/e/e] P 216
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Arckery u/éd as an Ezercife by the firf? Per/bnages ‘

in -all Nations—Fafhionable in England. in the

times of Henry VIII. and his Succeffors, till the

Revolution—Caufes of its former Decline—Modern

Archery patronifed by the Prince of Wales and the

No bzlzty -—in the hands of the Fair Sex— Defence
qf it in their hands—Value of Archery in promot-

ing liberal and friendly Society—Peculiarity’ 9[ .

8ts tendency in this refpect—Unrefirained Plea/iu es
gf the Amufement.  +

/o-

THIS manly exercife and truly princely amufement, |

has, in all nations, attracted the notice and en-

gaged the fupport, of the higheft orders of men. Many

. Eaftern Princes continue it to this day Afcham tclls
us, that of all other paftimes ¢ it is mofte fitte and
«¢ agreeable with learning and learned men:” and he
mentions, that feveral BlﬂlOpS of his own time prac-
tifed themfelves much in archery. Indeed, it feems ta
be a diverfion, in which the clergy may engage, « bemg
 on that account worthy to be rebuked of no man.” He
has alfo noticed many FEaftern ‘Princes and Roman
Emperors, who were proud of exhibiting their fkill in
the art: and among other great perfonagcs, partlcularly

praifes Henry VIII. who took every opportunity, and |
ufed every means, to encourage archcry, himfelf afford- -
ing an example of no fmall {kill in the art (8). In his’

reign

(8) Apres allerent tirer de Varc, & le Roy d’Angletterre lay-

¢ mefme, qm eft mcr\enlleufement bon archer & fort, & le -

G 3 o !Pf(nt
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reign it feems to have been a very fafhionable amufe-
ment ; and his brother (Prince Arthur) became fo ex-
pert in the ufe of the. long-bow, that a good archer was
honored by being ftiled Prince Arthur (g). In this
amufement he was followed by Edward VI. and Charles
I.—Nor was it mattcnuvcly regardcd by ‘Charles I1. and
James I1. in whofe reigns it continued to find faver
and patronage. It is faid that James I. of Scotland
was {o much ftruck with the fpirit and gallantry of the
Englith archers, that (on returning to his own country,
after his confinement in England), he eftablifhed royal
companies 'of bowmen, in feveral parts of his domi-
nions ; fome of which ftill ourith. (Moefeley, p.228, note.)
The abdication of James II. and ‘the fucceffion of a
family little acquainted . with this kingdom and its
- amufements, would naturally have denied to the bow,
its former fupport and encouragement. Hence it
' was, that archery, (driven to feek an afylum where from
the earlieft period of its exiftence in this country, it had -
i all times found zealous patronage and fupport), lay
fo long a time concealed, in the remote corners of the
kmgdom., At this day, it muft be confidered as no
fmall favor conferred upon archery, that his Royal High-
nefs the Prince of Wales, and many of the nobility
and firft pérfonages in this kingdom, have condefcended
to patronife and encourage the revival of this once
tnuch efteemed art: nor Thould it be forgotten, that our
prefent gracxous Monarch was pleafed (a few years

& fefoit bon voir.”” .Meeting between'Henry VIIL and Francis I. in
" the Field of the Cloth of Gold between Ardres and Guines. -
~  Monifaucon, Monumens de la Monarchie Francoife, vol. 4+ P- 199.
¢« Nemo enim ipfo rege (Henry VIII.) Britannicum ingentem
¢ arcum contentius ﬁCXIt, nemo ceruus atque validus fagmavxt.
Paul. Fov.
(9) In the year 1581, a focxety of archers exifted, who fliled -
themlelves, Prmced;l&,n s ngﬁt.r ]‘Iu."aﬁcr s Pofitions. p. 101.

fince)

’
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fince) to revive the ancient royal prizé, annually thot for -
by the royal company of archers in Scotland. (Bar-
rington). But to modern days, was referved the hxgh
and fingular honor, which archery has received, at the
" hands of the fair fex; who have ftep’d forward at once
to patronife, and to grace the exercife of it. One indeed
among the reft, (whofe exalted rank and acknowledged
excellence ftamps additional value upon every thing
fhe deigns to notice) has taken up the bow. What
greater encouragement can art expet or defire?
Our fturdy anceftors, whofe fteady ‘well braced nerves,
enabled them to draw to the head their yard-long ar-
rows (which pierced the ftrongeft armour, and ftruck
their fierceft foe to the ground) would have - been
proud, to have witnefled {o flattering an attention to their
favourite art; to have {een the neatly trimmed fhaft loof-

ed from the fair hand of an Englifh Female; giving
an example of i/l to the rougher fex, and wanting but
their ffrength, to contend with the enemies of thcu'
country. -

This new @ra, as it has been ftiled, in the annals of
archery, is condemned by fome, as introducing to the
other fex an amufement, too maltuline to accord with
the gcntlenefs of manner, which fhould at-all times
charaterife it. But this cenfure feems to be fomewhat
unmerited and ill-timed: for, as a late writer (Mofeley) -
Jjuftly obferves, it is unfortunate, that there are few
diverfions in the open air, in whxch women can join
with fatisfaCtion: and archery feems to be an admira-
ble antidote to the fedentary life, which is incident to
the geperal employment of their time. On another -
account indeed, they are gainers by the amufement; the
attitude ‘of an archer drawing the bow has been deemed
_worthy of notice, and cannot fail of difplaying the
graces of the female form, in a confiderable degree.

G 4 Since
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, : :
Since then archery has again raifed its head, crowned
with- fuch diftinguifhed ‘honors, and offering {fo much
pleafure and advantagc, let us receive it with due
refpe&; and pay our tribute, by connnumg to cultivate
the art: not overlooking the merit of thofe, who have
beftowed their endeavours to draw jt from an unde-
~ ferved negle& and obfcurity. And although the Eng-
lith long-bow has been difmiffed (honorably fo we muft
confefs) our fervice in the field; let us not forget the
bleflings we ftill enjoy, through the former exercife of
its powers, and the value of the liberal, friendly and
fele@ fociety, which, in its prefent humble ftate, it is fo
well calculated to promote and preferve, Society and
friendly intercourfe are, it is true, common to many
amufements; though perhaps not to be enjoyed to the
degree of delight (combining our health with our paf-
* time) which archery admits of. In this exercife, our
Friends, both-young and old, can engage with pleafure -
and fatisfattion. At home, we may content ourfelves
with gaining a moderate portion of exercife and health,
by ‘fhooting fhort diftances; abroad, thefe may be
obtained in a fuperior degree. Purfuing this amufes
ment, we may, at pleafure, encounter the fharp ajr of
the mountain, or inhale the milder breeze of the valley;
roving (or fhooting various lengths, to the extent even
of the utmoft powers of the bow, and of our own
firength), over the moft beautiful parts of the country,
and in the moft delightful feafons of the year (advant«
ages which no other amufement can aﬁ'ord) when

¢ Fair-handed /pring unbofoms ev’ry grace;
¢¢ Nor is the mcad unworthy of thy foot,
¢ Fullof freth verdure, and unnumber’d flowers, _
- The negligence of nature, wide, and wild;
. 4 Where, undifguis’d by mimic art, fhe fpreads
. v Unbounded beauty to the roying eye.’
. Tﬂampﬁm f] Sprmg
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Or when, , ‘ -
¢ From bright’'ning fields'of ether fair difclos’d,
¢ Child of the fun, refulgent fummer comes,
¢ In pride of youth, :

c Thompfon’s Summer.
. Or, o . . o
¢ while his {fweeteft beams
¢« The fun fheds equal o’er the meeken’d day;
. ' - Thompfon’s Autumn,
Till, - | |

¢¢ When the chearlefslempirc of the fky
¢¢ To Capricorn the Centaur Archer yields;
¢ And fierce Aquarius rules th’ inverted year.”

Thompfon’s m'n'!er,






* PART IIL

.

AN INQUIRY AND INVESTIGATION INTO sUCH

EXTRAORDINARY FEATS, AS ARE SAID TO HAVE .

BEEN ACHIEVED WITH THE ENGLISH LONG-
BOW, IN FORMER TIMES; AND PARTICULARLY

'BY THAT GREAT HERO OF ARCHERY ROBIN

- HOOD; WITH AN ACCOUNT OF THAT FAMOUS
' OUTLAW FROM THE MOST AUTHENTIC RECORD:
AND A COMPARISON OF THOSE FEATS OF ARCH-
ERY, WITH SUCH AS ARE WELL ATTESTED IN
MODEKN TIMES. ‘
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' CHAPTER I -

N\

SECTION I. -

Preliminary Obﬁ)matzozzs—Truth of the Euxi ﬁencc
and Hiffor Y of Robin Hood. '

THE preceding military hiftory of the Enghﬂa long-
: bow, affords us ample teftimony and fatisfattory
proof, that ¢ in the hands of numbers, it performed
“ werie greate matters.”” And although we do not.at
this day, poffefs fuch authentic records refpe&mg the
© private feats of the bow; as have been adduced in fup-
port of the effe¢t of it, as a weapon of war: yet have
. we fuch; traditional annals of the achievements of indi-
vidual fkill and ftrength in archery; as (corroborated by
the opinion of thofe, who, although they lived f{everal
- ages ﬁlbfequent to thetime, when the great featsin archery
were fuppofed to have been performed; yetas they liv-
" -ed much nearer that time, and when archery flourifhed,
had better opportunities of forming a more accurate
judgement upon the truth of the falts in queftion than
we can command ; - and correfted by our own reafon and
experience)} may enable us to determine, without being
liable to the charge of much error or credulity, upon
the truth of fuch ancient tradition.—We have not, in-
deed, any one ancient and authentic hiftory or record
exaétly to our purpofe; and from fuch ancient tefti-
mony or tradition, as we are acquamted with, little can
be gleaned worthy of credit or attention.—Many, as the
proverb fays,  talk of Robin Hood who never fbot with
, ' €« his
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« bis bow.” Tlhe colle&tion of old fongs (which, for
centuries, has decorated every ballad ftall, under the
title of Robin Hood’s Garland, and which is the only
record of the chief feats in archefy of this celebrated
chara&er and his companions) fo completely involves
the a&ions they notice, in fuch a cloud of marvellous
narration and poetical fancy, that many, upon the peru-
fal of them, have thought themfelves warranted to
declare their difbelief, that any fuch hero ever exifted.
A little' refle@ion will teach ‘us, that fome of the moft
romantic popular traditions are grounded upon unquef-

. tionable fa&s, to which feveral of our ancient chroniclers

. and accurate hiftorians bear teftimony. T hat fuch per-
fons as Robin Hood and his companions did live; and
gave the moft . fignal proofs of their great fkill in the
ufe of the long-bow; we have the teftimony of feveral

. eminent hiftorians, upon whofe veracity we can de-

‘pend (1). '

-\

(1) Robin Hood is noticed by Fordun, in his Scotichronicon: by

Staw and’ Hollinthed. But the moft particular account of thié
hero and his companions, is to be found in Johannes Major (the
Scottifh hiftorian,) which is copied by Grafton in bis ¢ Chronicle of
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Breteyne, (page 82)” in thefe words. ¢ About this tyme
(anno 118g) as fayth John Maior, in his chronicleof Scotland,
there were many robbers and outlawes in England ; among
the which number, he efpecially noteth Robert Hood, whom
we now eall Robyn Hood, and little John, who were famous
theues. They continued in woodes, mountaynes, and foreftes,
fpoyling and robbing, namely, fuch as were 'riche. Murders
commonly they did none, except it were by the prouocation of
fuch as refifted them in their rifelynges and fpoyles. And the
fayde Maior fayth, that the aforefaid Robyn Hood had at his
rule and commandement an hundreth tall- yomen, which were
mightie men and exceeding good.archers, and they were main-
teyned by fuche fpoyles as came to_their handes : and he fayth
moreouer, that thofe hundreth were fuch picked men, and of
fuch force, that fow hundreth men, whofoever they were, durft
vever fet, upon them. And one thing was much commended
in himy that he would fuffer no ‘woman to be opprefled, vio-
lated or otherwife abufed. The poorer fort of people he.

~ fauoured
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¢4 fauoured, and. would in no wife fuffer their goodes to be
¢ touched or fpoyled, but relieued and ayded them with fuch
¢ goodes as hee gate from the riche, which he fpared not ; namely,
¢ the riche priefles, fat abbotes, and the houfes of riche earles.
¢ And although his theft and rapyn was to be contemned, yet
¢ the aforefayd aucthour prayfeth him, and fayth, that-among the
 number of theeues, he was worthie the name of the moft gen-
¢ tle theefe. *
< But in an olde and auncient pamphlet, I finde this written of
the fayd Robert Hood. This man (faith he) defcended of a.
¢ noble parentage, or rather beyng of a bafe ftocke and linage,
¢¢ was, for his manhoode and chiualry, aduanced to the dignitie of
¢ an Earl; excellyng principally in archery or fhooting, his manly
“¢ courage agreeing thereunto: but afterwardes, he fo prodigally
« exceeded in charges and expences, that he fell into great dabt :
¢ by reafon' whereof fo many altions and futes were commenced
againft him, whereunto he aun{wered not, that by order of lawe
¢ he was outlawed. And then for alewde fhift, as his laft re-
¢ fuge, gathered together a companye of royfters and cutters, and
prattifed robberyes and {poylyng of the Kinges fubjes, and oc-
¢ cupied and frequented the foreftes or wilde countries. The
¢ which being certefyed to the King, and he being greatly of-
.¢¢ fended therewith, caufed his proclamation to be made; that
-¢¢ whofoever would bring him quicke or dead, the King -
would geue him a great fumme’ of money, as by tbe records in
< the cxchequer is to be feene: but of this promife, no ‘man
¢ enjoyed any benefite. For the fayd Robert Hood, being after-
¢ wardes - troubled with’ ficknefle, came to a certein nonry in
¢ Yorkihire, called Berklies; where, defiryng to be let blood,
% he was betrayed and bled to death. After whofe death, the
¢ Prioreffe of the fame place caufed him to be buried by the
¢ high way fide, where he had wfed to rob and fpoyle thofe that
¢¢ pafled that way: and upon his graue the fayde priorefle did
¢ laye a very fayre ftone, wherein the names of Robert Hood,
¢ William of Goldesborough, and others were graven. And the
capfe why fhe buryed him there, was, for that the common paf-
fengers and trauailers, knowyng and feeyng him there buryed,
might more fately and without feare, take their jorneys that
¢ way; which they durfl not do, in the life time of the faid out-
¢ lawes: and at eyther ende of the fayd tombe was ereded a
¢ croffe of ftone, which is to be feene at this prefent.”

The author of the New Garland has colle@ed a great variety of
interefting anecdotes, explanatory of the hiftory of this famous
outlaw, and his companions; which he has fubjoined ta his life.
See the Notes to the Life of Robin Hood.

In the reign of Edward III. we find mention of a band of
robbers, which in time grew {o numeroys and formidable, as
to become a terror and grievance to the whole kingdom. But
they feem to have pofleffed very little of that liberal and benevo-
lent fentiment, for which Robin Hood and his men were fo much
noted. Barnes, B. 1. c. 4. p. 62.
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SECTIbN II.

-

Teftimonies refpedling Robin Hoods Feats qf diftant
"Archery—Obfervations—Shots from Turkifk Boiws
—Shot from a Bow' drawn with both Hands—Dif>

- tant Shots by modern Arclzel s——OlJénatwns on
- Robin Hood's Archery.

HE feats recorded of this renowned bowman, may
L be confidered as evidences of extraordinary
ftrength, and extraordinary fkill. ‘Probably, the old
pamphlet, mentioned by Grafton in his chronicle, con-
tained {fomewhat upon the fubje&t. As our hero lived
and died, long before the art of printing was known ; we
may well fuppofe, that the fongs made upon him dur-
ing his exiftence, and for a confiderable period of time
after his deceafe, were committed to oral tradition : *and
confequently became fubfervient to the defetive me-
mory, and the fancy of thofe, who from time to time,
tranfmitted them to pofterity. Some of them indeed,
bear evident marks of high antiquity ; while others can
lay claim only to what (confidering the many centuries
which have elapfed fince the time, when the aétions they
celebrate, were achieved) may, perhaps, be ftiled a
modern, although not a very recent period of birth (2). '
Thefe fongs celebrate various feats and pranks of this
"'hcro, fome of which may juftly, to ufe Dr. Hanmer’s
words, ¢ be ranked among the Jies of the land.”

(o) The editor of the New Garland, has endeavoured, by great
- induftry, to afcertain the @ra of almoft ev ery fong; whlch he has
preﬁxed to it,

The
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The firft fong in the Garland mf'orms us, that Robin
-Hood’s Fatber thot,

¢« Two north country miles and an inck at a fhoot.'” -

‘But leaving fuch .authority as this and moft of the ~

fongs in this colletion afford us; wé will refer to
fuch other teftimonies refpetting Robin Hood’s ex-
ploits, as have been fomewhat credited, and do not fo
much offend our reafon, or deride our judgment. One
of them is noticed by Charlton (in his Hifory of Whitby
Abbey, p. 146), who fays;  tradition informs us, that
¢ .Robin Hood and Little John fhot each an arrow,
 from the top of Whitby Abbcy, which fell not far
« from Whitby Laths; and in memorial thereof, a
" ¢< pillar was fet up by the Abbot, in the place where
- < the arrows fell : and that their diftance from the Abbcy
“ was a meafured mile.”
- Dr. Meredith Hanmer (in his Cbromde of Ireland)
{peaking of Little John, obferves, ¢ there are memo- -
< rable alts reported of him, which I hold not fora
¢ truth; that he would fthoot an arrow a mile off, and
¢ a great deal more: but thcfe I leave among the
« Jigs of the land.”
© Mr, Walker (in his Hj ﬂar:ml Effay on the drefs of
the ancient and modern Irifb) fays, ¢ according to tra-
< dition, Little John fhot an arrow from the old Bridge,
< Dublin, to the prefent fcite of St. Michael’s Church,
¢« a diftance not exceeding, he believes, that men-
¢ tioned by Mr. Barrington, as the greateft lcngth viz.
" eleven Jeore and fweu yards (3). J
The

(3) M. Barrington (in a poftfcript to his Obfervarions on Archery)
endeavours to corre& the error he had committed, in fuppofing
- eleven feore and feven yards to be the utmoft extent an arrow can be

. fhot; and obferves, that the greateft length (hot at the London

tnarks (accoxdmg to the map)H was thirteen Jeore and five Jﬂﬁf
r.
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The next authonty upon the fubje&, is that of
Drayton the poet, whofe charatter for truth and hifto-
rical accuracy ftands very high; and indeed the fatt he
mentions is_fomewhat more adapted to our comprehen-
fion than thofe before noticed. Speaking of Robin

Hood and his companions ; he fays,

¢« At marks full fbrtyfwre, they ufed to prick and rove.”
Poly-Olbion, Song 26.

... The editor of the New Garland has hazarded an
" opinion in fuppert of Drayton, whom he calls a well
informed and excellent man, ¢ who wrote before

¢ archery had fallen into complete difufe.” And in

.+ his notes to the Life of Robin Hood, (note K. p. 33) tells
us,  their archery indeed was unparallelcd, as both
« Robin Hood and Little John have frequently thot an
‘¢ arrow a meafured mile, (or 1760 yards,) which, it is
e fuppofed, no one either before or fince, was ever
¢ able to do.” But he brings no. other authority in
fupport of his affertion, than that from Charlton be-
fore noticed. “Whatever may have been the information
and general knowledge of Drayton, we cannot alto-
" gether fubfcribe 1mphc1tly to his opinion upon this fub-,
JC& At the time hg lived, archery had fallen fo much
into decay, that Hollinthed (who publifhed his Chroni-
cles of England foon after the 4irth of Drayton) obferves,
that in bis time, “ we bad in a manner given over the artillery
“ of long bows, and did ufe to fhoot compafs for our pafiime.”
But without calling Drayton’s knowledge of archery.

Mr. Barrington was not, it is true, an arcler ; but had he con-
fulted the lit of marks fet down in the * Aime for the Finfbury

¢ Archers,” he would have: found feveral of them to be cighteen

Jeore and eighteen yards : indeed in the map he did confult, one
appears to be fifteen fcore and eight yards, and auotherfxn;nfme
and two_yards: and he might have been fatisfied by the Finfbury
archers of 4is day, that feveral of them had,. at the Finfbury.
marks, frequently fhot fifteen {core yards, and upwards,

K L ' iﬂtb
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into queftion, we cannot furely with any fort of grauvity
admit ({peaking of Robin Hood and his'men) that -

« Their loofe gave fych a twang, it might be keard a mile.”
) - Poly-Olbion, Song 26.

Indeed this advocate for Drayton’s accuracy has him-
felf faved us the neceffity of any further condment ﬁpon
this marvelous feat ; fince in a fubfequent note, (note Y.)
he gives us the following remark, from Fuller’s Wor-
thies. ¢ Surely the poet gives a rwang to the Jogfe of
“ bis arrow, making him fhoot one a cloth yard long, at
%< full forty fcore mark, for compafs never bigher than the
 breaft, and within lefs than a foot of the mark ;” and
he* adds, © but herein our author hath verified the pro-
¢ verb; 'talking at large of Robin Hood, in whofe
“ bow he never fhot.” ‘
The length. of the fthot from Whitby Abbey is_ in a
great meafure accounted for, when it is retollected, that
Whitby Abbey was a very lofty building, fituated upon
a very bigh cliff, and therefore cannot ftri¢tly be called
a fair fhot: but even allowing this advantage, we may
ftill be permitted to deubt, if either of the arrows fell
near the fuppofed diftance, which is far greater than
any arrow fhot by the ftrongeft man and beft archer,* -
even from a Turkifb baw, was ever known to fly (4).
' . In

(4) Of all bows that have been invented, and with which we.
are now acquainted, no one (in point of force, certainty, and "
effe@®) has come fo near the Englifh long-bow, as the Turkith -
bow. Although Knowles (in his . Hifey of the Turks, p. 517) tells'
us ¢ that the Perfians ufed both greater and fironger bows, and fhot
¢t more deadly arrows than the Turks.” The very great elafticity
of the horn bow gives it greatly the advantage of the wooden bow,
in the diffance of its cafi: and had not Afcham, Sir John Smith,
and other writers, confidently and upon known experience,
affirmed the fuperiority of the Englith bow in war; we might be
inclined to efteem the Turkith bow as the rival of the Englith
long-bow. However, in judging of the ¢fei of weapons when

Ha . ufed
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In later times we” have, upon the archer’s own au-

thority, an anecdote of a curious experiment with the
- ‘ bow ;

ufed in war, we muft not forget the diflinguifhing charaders of
thofe who make ufe of them. For doubtlefs, with the famé
weapon, the coolnefs, courage, and difcipline of the Englith,
“muft have given them great advantage ; oppofed to the intemperate,
and diforderly mode of warfare ufually remarked among the Turks.
The elaflicity of the horn-bow is capable of communicating a
furprifing velocity to the arrow difcharged from it; bat, probably,
it is not calculated to caft fo Leavy an arrow as the bow of wood ;
and its velocity diminifhes its cerrainty of caft. Many very fur-
prifing long fhots are well attefied to have been made, with the
Turkifth bow. Stuart (in his Awtiguities of Athens, vol. i. p. 10)
mentions a random fhot made, in the year 1753, by Haffan Aga
the waiwoode of Athens, who delighted in Archery, to have been fve
handred and eighty-four yards and one feot (Englith meafure). Can-
timir (in his Hiffory of the Otman Empire) fpeaking of the Emperor
Murad 1V. fays, * in the art of fhooting with the bow, hc had
¢ not his equal in the whole-Turkith nation, except the famous
¢¢ champion Tozcoparan. There are now two marble pillars
"¢ flanding fiftcen hundred cubits afunder, over which bhe is faid to
¢ thoot an arrow.” Tozcoparan is faid to have fhot feventeen
hundred cubits. In the year 1795, Mamhood Effendij, fecretary
to the Turkifh Ambatlador, a man pofiefling very great mufcular
power, fhot an arrow with a Turkith bow four hundred and cighty
#wwo yards in the prefence of three gentlemen, members of the
Toxophilite fociety, now living ; who meafured the diftance, and
to whom he obferved, that the prefent emperor (Sultan Selim)
could fhoot further than any one of his fubje®s. In the year
1598, ¢he fultan himfelf exhibited a proof of his great fitength
and 1kill in archery; by fhooting (in the prefence of Sir Robert
Ainflie, late ambafiador to the Ottoman Port) an arrow, which
drove into the ground at the diftance of fourteen hundred pikes
(Turkith mealure), or, nine hundred and feventy two yards two inches
and three quarters (Englith meafure) : and which diftance was mea-
fured in the prefence of Sir Robert Ainflie. The arrows uted by
the Turks, for very long fhots, do not exceed the length of twenty
1ix inches, . hut they are drawn feveral inches within the bow, in
a grooved horn ufed for the occafion': they are tapered from the
nock to the pilé, which is exceedingly.fmall, and weigh about
three thillings and two-pence Englith arrow weight. It mutt occur
to every one, that a bow, capable of carrying even alight arrow fo
great a diftance, muft be capable of cafling an heavy one a
lefs diftance with very great force. Accordingly, we read of
arrows caft from Turkith bows, which penetrated the 4eff made
. ° Qrmousre
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bow ; by means of which, an arrow was caft'a mile in
three flights. To effet this, the archer, accordmg to

Mr. Barrington’s report of the feat, /at on a flool, the
middle part of his bow being faftened to his foot,

which he elevated forty-five degrees; and he drew the -

ftring with his two hands applied to it. The bow, ufed
upon this occafion, was a very ﬁrong one, made for
the experiment. Mr. Mofeley mentions an archer,
- who made a good thot in the prefence of Henry VIII.
in a fimilar way; and that he himfelf tried the expe-
riment ‘with fuccels. Moyfeley. p. goto 93.
- . 'Thefe ancient inftances of very-diffant fhooting with
the Englifh long-bow are all I have been able to col:
let, and, probably, they are all that have been handed
down to us (5): and if thofe reported-of Robin Hood
were to reft upon the authorities 1 have quoted, we
might be inclined to refufe our affent to his accom-
plithment of fuch extraordinary feats. - It may, there-
fore, afford us much fatisfattion, and, perhaps, be:the

means of removing doubt, if we affay the truth of °

the falts ftated to us, by eftablithing, as a boundary
to conje&tural opinions, that meafure, which our
reafon, knowledge, and experience naturally point out.

armour. Lord Bacon, indeed, goes fo far as to fay, thata Tlll'klﬂl :

arrow hath been known to pierce a flee! target or a piece of érafs
tavo inches thick. (Nat. Hiff. Expt. 704, vol. iii.) But this feat Mr.
Mofeley juftly ftiles marvellous; and obferves, * that to contra-
¢t di&t fach high anthority m!ght, perhaps, do greater violence
4 to good manners, than truth.”’ Mofeley, p. 71, note. Yet Greaves,
in his Pyramidographia, and Barclay, in his Icon animorum, notice
fimilar falts. Hooper’s Rat. Recreat. vol. 1. p. 198. edit. 1783.

(5) Strutt, -the diligent inveftigator of Englifh aatiquities,

who, in the preface to his Hords-Angelcynnan informs us, he bhad

fearched very many manufcripts; obferves, ¢ that it was not

¢ ccrtam, how far the archers with the long bow could fend an.

¢ arrow.”  Hord, Angel. vol. ii. p. 44.
' H 3 . We
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We are well fatisfied that in modern times, no man hath
thot an arrow o#e fourth part of a mile. Mr. James
Rawfon (of Cheetham Hill, near Manchefter, who died
~ about the year 1794, the beft archer of his day), told
Mr. Waring, that he once fhot, upon ground, very
lietle declining in his favour, eighteen feore yards. And
in the year 1798 Mr. Troward (a member of the Tox-
ophilite Society) fhot on.Moulfey Hurft (an uncom-
mon level piece of ground, and when the wind was
very ftill) feventeen fcore yards (6). It is not believed,
* that, for at leaft a century or two paft, the two laft
.mentioned inftances of diftant fhooting have been fur-
paffed. L
That we do not at this time when archery is ufed
merely as- an amulement, exercife ourfelves in -fuch
ftrong fhooting as our forefathers did, is true: con-
fequently, we muft not form our judgment too pe-
remptorily of what was done in archery, when in its
‘prime; by what we have heard was performed in its
decline, or. have feen achieved in its prefent humble
ftate: yet can we make due allowance for early habit -
~and conftant prattice, which ‘we know will effe¢t fur-
- prifing things. Thefe advantages Robin Hood pof-,
- fefled in their full extent, ¢ his manly courage,” as
his Hiftorian fays, * agreeing thereto.” We may
alfo admit the fa@ recorded of him, ¢ that in his
¢ youth, he drew a prodigious ftrong bow:” and we

- {6) This thot made by Mr. Troward, was not an accidental thot:
he repeatedly thot (both up and down the wind) that diftance, the
fame day, in the prefence of many members of the Toxophilite
fociety. ~ As his fhots were made during a conteft for a prize,
each fhot was meafured with the greateft poffible accuracy. And
the field had been previoufly ftaked out in fiores, and 4alf feores.
Mr. Troward fhot with a felf~bow, of the power of fixty-three
pounds. His arrows were flight arrows, of the length of twenty.
nine inches, and weighing about four-fhillings (arrow weigtit.)
The bow with which Mr. Rawfon fhot was a back’d-bow.

muﬂ:
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muft certainly acknowledge, that he was a.moft com-
plete archer. No doubt many of his companions (who
Grafton fays, were picked men) were excellent archers,
and perhaps rivalled this great hero himfelf, in the art.
Not only their food, but their lives frequently depended
upon their prowefs and fkill in the ufe of the bow;
and’ thte life they led gave them ample opportunities
of i 1mprovmg the latter. We muft at the fame time
admit, that there have been in modern days, as ftrong
men as Robin Hood, who have practifed archery.
Mr. Rawfon followed it, from an early period of fife;
he was a very ftout middle fized man, and being a
man’s fhoe-maker by trade; had, (in the exercife of
his. bufinefs) increafed the force,-and hardened the muf=
cles of his arms, to fuch a-degree, that his power over
the bow was exceedingly great; as was his {kill in the
ufe of it; having (from the-age of cighteen to fixty) -
never refufed a challenge in the art (Hargreve) ; and
yet he never was known to have been beat at inches.
What great power may be given to any part of the
body, by early and conftant ufe, is well known. - The
grms of a waterman or blackfmith, and the legs of 3
chairman, are conclufive evidence of the fa@. Pro-
bably, Robin Hood himfelf did not poffefs much more -
bodily ftrength than Rawfon. But archery was the

profeffin of the former, while the latter could only pur-
fue it occafionally, as an amufement. In this refpe&t
therefore, conftant ufe muft be confidered.

i

H 4 ‘ SECTION



SEEE (S T YR T

SECTION III.

" Ob/érvatioﬁs on the probable extent of Robin Hood's

Shots, drawn from the Power of the Bow, ﬁtppq/éd
to have been ufed by kzm-——Conclz{/ on.

AVING thus endeavoured to eftablith upon €x-
“periment, a line to circumfcribe conjeture and
doubt; and to form the bafis of a comparifon between
the firength and /Rl of man; the only circumftance
remaining, which may lead our judgment to its object,

"in this enquiry, appears to be, an attempt to afcer-
tain what frength (or wei-ght) of bow (7), the frongeft

(7) Mr. Waring was the firft perfon in England, who hit upon
the expedient of difcovering the exa& power of the bow, by
weight, This method, according to Chevalier Chardin (fee lm

* Puoyages, tom. ii. ch. 12.) has been long known and praQifed i in

Perfia.

.. By this means, we can afcertain the quantity of weight, or

wer, which a man muft overcome, before he can draw his bow
fully up: for a&ion and realion being equal, it muft require the
fame degree of power to fupport'the bow, as is required to draw
the ftring, So that when a man draws a bew of ffly pounds power
or weight, he, in faft, fafpends or moves one Jundred pounds weight
between his arms. This may be proved in experiment, by keep-

ing the bow with a weight, inftead of fufpending it by means
of a fupport. The moving fo great a weight with the body, with
fo much facility, may appear furprifing; but we muft recolled,

~how very much firength is under thé guidance of ar#; thatin
* drawing the bow, we difpofe of bur ftrength, and exert our mufcles

to the greateft advantage; and that by a general and united exertion
of mufcular power, we are capable ol) doing great things. Itis
the judicious management of our bodily powers, which (as Defa-
gulieres,in his Philofophy obferves) will, in a great meafure, ac-
count for the very furprifing feats of ftrength, tbat have been exhi-

' bited by men,

man
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man can draw, and loofe with a proportioned effe.
One of the moft mufcular and powerful men, and iﬂ“ '
the fame time, one of the beft archers yet living, has '

" has been known to draw a ‘twenty-feven inch arrow to.
the head, in a bow of ninety poynds weight; but he could -~
not loofe an arrow from this bow, to a diftance at all
proportioned to the ftrength of it. He found a bow |

“of eighty pounds within his command; but from fe-
venty to eighty pounds, is perhaps fuch a medium

ftrength of bow, that ffrong men in general can manage
with' eafe, fo as to enfure a good /Jogfe; upon which
moft particularly, as well as upon the fpring of the bow,
not only good, but far thooting depends..

The bow with which Mr. Rawfon fhot, drew about
JSixty-four or fixty five pounds ; and if we compare the
‘diftances, that both Mr. Rawfon and Mr. Troward
(hot, with the power of their bows; we may, without
‘coming to very nice calculation, allow rwenty pounds
weight, for every ome hbundred and ten yards. Now,
fuppofing the bow ufed by Robin Hood, was even
- of eighty pounds weight ; that, according to the pre-
ceding calculation, would caft an arrow upwards of
four hundred yards. And if, agreeably to the laws
of the increafed foice of bodies, ‘we allow for an
accumulation of power, independent of the ealcula-
lation by fimple weight, yet upon the whole, we fhall ,
not find any ground confidently to conclude, that Robin
Hood ever thot, even the /lightef flight arrow, five
bundred yards upon level ground. And we may with
véry great reafon, rely upon’ what Neade, a 'writer
‘upon-archery in the béginning of the feventeenth-century,
obferves; namely, that an ancient .bow (8) would

carry

) (8) Itis not believed, that any 'a;(y ancient Englifh long-bow
.is now in exiftence: whereby fome judgment might be formcc}
. ) < of
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. carry from eighteen 1o twenty foore yards, as the trugh
point of diffant archery. (9), 4

A

SECTION

of the power of the old bows.. The auther of the notes 10 tke Life
of Robin Hood, tells us, ¢ that his dow and one of his arrows, his
¢ chair, his cap, and ene of his flippers, were preferved, till
¢ within the laft century:” and he quotes from Ray's Itineraries
(1760, p. 161) a paflage, wherein that writer fays, that Robin
Hood’s bow was kept at Fountains Abbey. According to a note
of Mr. Athmole’s (inferted in the European Magazine, Oftqber,
1794, P- 295), part of a bow, formerly belonging to Little John,
bung up (anno 1652) in the chancel of Featherfedge [Hatherfage}
church, in the Peak of Derbyfhire, where he is faid to have been
buried. The author of thoie notes further adds, * he was in-
¢¢ formed that a bow faid to have belonged to Little John, was
(anno 1795) in the pofieflion of a gentleman in the Weft Riding
of Yorkfhire. (Notes GG, KK, LL.) -

Mr. Bofwell (fpeaking of Dunvegan Cafile, in the Ifte of Sky,
and Sir Roderick M‘Leod, one of its ancient Lairds, called Rorie
Moeve), fays, * we faw his bow, which hardly any man can now
- & bend.”” Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, London, 1758.

A few bows, fuppofed to have been made about the beginning
of the fixteenth century, have been exhibited of late ; but they
did not, upon conjetture, appear to draw more than from feventy
to eighty pounds, at the utmoft. Upon the late revival of archery,
a large parcel of bows, known to have been long fecreted in a-
bhoufe in Scotland, was fearched for: when it was difcovered,
that the fervants of the houfe had been, for fame time, in the
babit of lighting fires with them. ‘ Fortunately, however, two or
three of them were faved, one of which is faid to be now in the -
pofleflion of Lord Aylesford. In a Surwey of Forts and Garrifons
{made 3oth July, 1623) we find notice taken of many hundred
bows, bow-ftaves, ftrings, and fhedves of arrows, then in the
Tower, and other forts in England. Muf. Brit. Harl. MSS.
1326. Upon inquiry at the Tower, I cannot learn, that any
bows, bow-flaves, ftrings or arrows, have been feen there for at
" leaft half a century. Old bows are now more valuable as curiofities,
than for ufe: for'time has fo dried them, that feveral (although
well rubbed with linfeed oil) bave, upon late trials, broke in
bending. :

(9) To this authority, we may add, that of Pére Daniel, whe
fays, that an ancient bow would carry further than a fufil, and to
the diftance of 600 paces. Mr. Mofeley obferves, that if he means
common military paces, each of which may confift of two feet
or rather more, the diftance of the range may be fet down at 400
. yards. DMsfeley, p. 266, naté. Carew, in his Survey of Conl:l-

wally

.
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wall, {peaking .of the. firength and excellence of the Cornith ar-
chers,” obferves, ¢ for long fhooting their thaft was a cloth-yard,
¢ their pricks rwenty four frore; for ftrength, they would pierce
$¢ any ordinary armour.” By way of corroboration, it may be
noticed, that upon the report of the late Mr. Conftable (a Finf-
bury archer) there exifis a by-law,” or cuftom of the city of Lon-
don, (which he declared he bad feen in the books of the corpo-
ration), that entitled any one to the freedom of the city, who
could bring proof, that he had fhot an arrow of a pound (20s.)
weight, eight feore, or a_flight arrow twenty-feven feore. But there ap-

pears to be fome inaccuracy in this report : and inftcad of the flight

diftance being twenty-feven fcore, it fhould be only /feventeen
Jeore; the latter diftance with a flight arrow, being equal to the
eight fcore diffance with a pound arrow. As archery began to
decline, . diftant fhooting became negle®ed, which Hollinthed
notices. Deferip. of Brit. Ch. 16. In the Aime for the Finfoury
archers, we fiad few diftances at nine fcore, moft of them are from
twelve to fixteen fcore, yet there are many from fixteen to €ighteea
fcore, and the greateft length is ninetcen feore and, fourteen yards.
The late Mr. Poole declared to Mr. Waring, that he had fre-
guently fhot an arrow (weighing nearly five thillings) ffreen Jfeore
and ten yards at the Finfbury lengths. And his cotemporary (the
late Mr. Conftable) told Mr. Waring, that one in his time thot
- feventeen feoveyards. Sir William Hood informs us, that the utts thot
at by the archers at the fow and fhooting in 1583, were at the dif-
tance of feven fcore and eight yards; and at the fhooting in 1681,
(before King Charles II.) the. targets were placed upon butts at
.eight feore yards diftance. By a target book of the Finfbury ar-
chers kept for the year 1671 (in the pofleflion of Mr. Howarth, a
Toxopbilite) it appears, that eleven {core yards was the fartheft
target diftance fhot by them, before the archers began to draw in.

SECTION
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SECTION 1IV.

-Robin Hood's Feats of Skill=-Obfercations— Feats of
Skill recorded of other Archers—Feats of Skill in
Archery in modern times. -

WITH refpet to fuch of Robin Hood’s - exploits, -
as were, more immediately, als of fill; we
have ftill lefs authority, than what we have colle&ed
on the fubje&t of his ftrong fhooting. In the invefti-
gation of this latter point, the Garland is the only clew
to guide us. In one fong we are told, that when this
hero was only fifteen winters old,

¢« He hit the mark a hundred rod,
¢ And he caufed a Hart to die.”
Progrefs to Natlingham.

But his bard doubtmg, perhaps, whether he had faid
enough-of this feat, adds,

“ Some fay hee brake ribs one or two,
" ¢ And fome fay hee brake three;
¢ The arrow within the hart would not abide
¢ But it glanced in two or three.”
Tbid.

However in the 10th fong the poet gives him a rival.

_ ¢¢ Will Scadlocke he kil’d a bucke,
¢ And Midge he kil’d a doe;
¢ And thtle John kil'd a hart ofGreecc, ,
¢ Five hundreth foot him fro. '
Robin Hood and the Curtall Fryer,

Robin Hood admits this to have been an incompa-
-rable thot: for in'the next verfe he declares (upon the
occaﬁon),
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oécaﬁon), that he would ride an hundred miles to ﬁnd
one, who could match Little John.

The next feat of archery mentioned in the Garland;
is recorded of a ftranger; (and which mdced was not
a very extraordinary one). :

¢ Now the ftranger he made no mickle adoe,
¢ But he bends and a right good ‘bow, .
¢ And the beft of all the herd he flew,
¢« Forty good yards him fro.” '
Robin Hood and the Stranger.”
For which Robinhood gives him much credit.

The laft feat noticed in the Garland, is in the ballad
-of Robin Hood and Queen Katharine, in which, the
bard makes Clifton c/eave the willow wand at fifseen feore.

In the fhooting match between Robin Hood and
Guy of Gifborne: Robin Hood is made to cleave the

 prick-wand at three fcore rood.(10) .

To look upon thefe two laft moft extraordinary feats

. of fkill in the long-bow in any other light, than as the
produce of f'ancy, or, if ever performed, at the mof,
as the effet of chance: would be extending our
faith beyond reafon.’ Robin Hood and his men were,
doubtlefs, excellent markfmen : hunger, we, can eafily
imagine, often gave certainty to their fhafts; and within
a reafonable diftance, we may agree with Drayton, that

« Of thefe Archers brave, there was not ah onc,
¢ But he could kill a deer, his {wifteft fpeed upon.”
Poly-Olbion, Song 26.
T hough it is probable, that they kill’d the deer chiefly
by ftealing upon them unawares, a method, whlch
~ woods and forcﬁs greatly favour.

(10) Thls fong is 1nferted in Dr. Percys Religues cf ancient
Poctry ; and is given in the New Garland. In the old ballad of
- Adam Bell, Clym of the Clough and William of Cloude/ly, we have an
account of fimilar marvelons feats in archery. Jbid. -

The
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.The only feat of fkill on record, at all fimilar to
what the Garland affords, is noticed by Drayton ; for
which, he does not, it is true, give us any authority ;
" but fince he is remarkable as a poe for reje&ting fic-
_tion, and reforting to fa&t; we may fuppofe that he
had ground for hlS affertion. He tells us, that the
old men encouraged the young, to inlift under the
banner of Hemy V. on his intended expedition to
France, (which was afterwards rendered fambus by his
great vitory at Agincourt), by pointing out to them,

the feats of their anceftors at the battles of Creffy and -

Ponéhers and makes a father addrefs his fon, thus,

'« And boy, quoth he, I’ve heard thy Grandfire fay,

¢ That once he did an Englith archer fee, ‘

. ¢ Who fhootmg at a French twelve/i'ore away,
¢¢ Quite through the body fluck him to a tree.

Bat. of Agincours.
Suppoﬁng this fhot to have been a cbance one, we
do not..fee any reafon whatéver to impeach it upon the
ground of impoffibility. Indeed, we muft go fo far as
. to adrmt, that an expert archer might have performed
_ the feat by defign. The diftance was certainly: within

the compafs of the bow; as the ftatute of 33 Hen. VIII.
 forbids any perfonabove the age of twenty-four, to fhoot
at any mark of cleven feore. yards or under, with any,
- prick-fhaft or flight arrow; which is fufficient evidence,
“that twelve fcore yards was not an wucommon diftance
for the range of an arrow; and the force of a fheaf
arrow from a ftrong bow, would, at that. diftance,
‘pierce many parts of the body through and through,
If we credit Shak(peare, whofe veracity and accuracy
have feldom been called in queftion, we have a corro-
borating teftimony of the probability of this remarkable
faét; for in fpeaking of a good archer, he obferves
that, © he would clap in the clout at twelve fcore, and

 carry a forehand fhaft @ fourteen and fouricen and am

“ balf.” - Second part of King H, IV. a3, feene 2.

Mr.
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" Mr. Mofeley has quoted  from Giraldus Cambrenfis,
three inftances of extraordinary feats in archery, per-
formed by Welch bow-men, about the time of Hen. II.
+ The one, that durmg a fiege, it bappencd that two
foldiers running in hafte towards a tower," fituated at
a little diftance  from them, were attacked with a num-
‘ber of arrows from the Welch; which being fhot with
prodigious violence, {ome penetrated through the oak
doors of a portal, although they were of the breadth
of feur fiugers in thicknefs. And that the heads of thefe -
arrows were afterwards driven out, and preferved, in
order to continue the remembrance of fuch extraordinary
force in fhooting with the bow.

The other two happened alfo in a battle, at the dme
of William de Breufa, as he himfelf relates. A
Welchman, having direfted an arrow at an horfe-foldier
of his, who was clad in armour, and had his leathern
coat under it; the arrow, befides piercing the man
. through the hip, ftruck alfo through the faddle, and
mortally wounded the herfe on which he fat. Another.
Welch foldier, having fhot an arrow at one of his
horfemen, who was covered with ftrong armour, in the
fame manner as the before mentioned perfon, the thaft
pq-nctratcd through his hip and fixed in the faddle: but
what is moft remarkable is, that as the horfeman
drew his bridle afide in order to turn round, he re-
ceived. another in his hip on the oppofite fide, which
paffing through it, he was firmly faftened to the faddle
en both fides. (11) Mr. Mofeley has alfo mentioned
fomc

{11) The Welch hiftorian adds, * that the bows, with which
*¢ the Welch atchieved fuch exploits, were not made of horn,
. of white wood. or yew; folum ex ulmellis filvefivibus; they were
¢ neither handfome nor polithed, but rude and misfhapen; yet
¢ were they fliff and firong ; not fo well calculated to caft far, as
“ to

s & -
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fome fuprifing inftances of fkill, in the ufe of the bow,
exhibited by Perfian archers, (noticed by Chardin and
Tavernier in their Travels). Mofeley, p. 325. To which
we may add an obfervation of Sir Thomas Herbert’s':
¢ at this day (fays he) a Perfian is of little repute in
*¢ archery, unlefs he can in full career, cleave an orange,
¢ which hangs in a ftring athwart the hippodrome ;
« (and when paft the mark) with another ready arrow
“ can ftrike the reft, turning in his fhort ftirrups and
“ morocco faddle) backwards.” Travels into Perfia, In-
doftan, and the Eaft. Defcription of the Perfian Monarchy
and other parts of Afia.

Modern archery has, indeed, nothing to boaft of, .
fimilar to the before noticed feats reported of Robin
Hood and' his men. However, there are now living,
many very fkillful bowmen, who would not have dif-
graced the corps of Sherwood Rovers. Of the various
focieties of modern archers, no one has, upon all occafi-
-ons, fignalized itfelf more, than that of the Toxophilites,
'who, at the grand meeting of the focieties of archers of
England, (on the z7th of May, 1791, at Blackheath)
bore off the beft prize. Among its members, it can
boaft of one,* who, fhooting two arrows at each end,
has put twenty fucceffive arrows into a four-foot target,
at one hundred yards; and twelve arrows into the com-
pals of rwo feet at forty-fix yards, (within the fpace of

* ¢ to give a weighty blow.” ltiner. Cambr. c. 3. p. 835. Mr. War-
rington in his Hiffory of Wales, tranflates the words ulmellis filvefiribus,
¢ flight twigs joined or twifled together.,” It is difficult to conceive,
that twigs rwiffed with the piceft art, could make a bow of any
firength. They would probably anfwer the purpofe better, if laid
Slraight and bound together: but the word ulmellis feems capable of a
more {atisfaCtory interpretation, and, with fubmiffion to the learned
in grammar and antiquity, may, I conceive, be conftrued, with the
Englith words, common elm, or elm plants; which will leave nothing

for conjeture.
' * Mr. Waring. , .
one.
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one minute). Another *, who (fhooting two arrows at

each end) has put zen_fucceffive arrows into an eight-inch
paper at thirty yards; and fifty-two arrows (out. of an
hundred) into a four-foot target, at one bundred yards.
And two 1 who have, at the fzme end, put both arrows
into an' eight-inch paper, at f x feore (an hundred and .
twenty yards): feats, which, in all probability, Robin,
Hood himfelf never furpaffed; and fome perhaps will .
add, probably too never achieved (12). : :

- The following Target-Card fhews the fhooting (in the
Toxophilite ground) for the Prince’s annual bugle, by
thofe who have won it in the years 1795, 1796,

1797

2| |B|E| S
- ARCHERS NAMES. <l sl =
‘ Slole|e|2|E| 8L
S|lo|E|s|3|2] ©
\ Cl=SRo&| B

) ) 971531
1795 Mr. Brady - - - - - - - |4|15]19]24]26/90|346
1796. Mr. Crunden - - - - - - [0f10]t17]24[20]75/301
1797. Mr. Shephéard - - - - - - 16]16|23]17/26/88]3¢8

Double ends 42. Arrows fhot 168.

N B. The lengths were 60 yards, 8o yards, and 100
yards, fhot alternately. ‘The value of the hits in each
circle is marked by the figures 9753 1.

1

" #Mr. Crunden. . 1 Mr. Troward, Mr H. Greene.
(12) Among the archers of t4is day, M. Anderfon muft not be
. forgot, whofe excellence in Archery has (both in this country
and in Flanders) been a fubje of admiration ; and given him an
indifputable title to many prizes. He is one of thofe, in Afcham’s
words, &y nature apt for archery ; and who might well be ranked

¢ 'With Scathlock, John,:or honeft Brand
¢¢ That hath the ﬁapp_y hitting kand.”

Notes to the New Garland.
\ ’ ' I .
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"PART IV.

THE ART AND PRACTICE OF ARCHERY, INCLUD-
ING A COMMENT UPON THE TOXOPHILUS OF

ASCHAM..
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. CHAPTER L
. OF. THE INSTRUMENTS OF ARCHERY,

ASCHAM introduces the practical part of his trea-
tife by informing us, ¢ that all things which
¢ belong to fhooting are outward; of which, fome are
¢¢ peculiarly appropriate to each individual archer: *
“ and others are general and common to all archers;
¢ as time and place ferve.”. '

Under the firft of thefe divifions he enumerates,
The  Bracer—Shooting-Glove—String—Bow, and
Shaft.

Under the feconid ;
The Weather and the Mark.

It may, perhaps, be as well to leave thefe heads in
the order in which Afcham has placed them; and here
only obferve, that modern- archers make ufe of three
other mf’truments, which muft be rcferrcd to his firft

divifion, viz. -
A Belt—Taffel and Greafe-Pot,

.. Iz - CHAP-
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CHAPTER I1I.

OF THE BRACER.

Ufe of the Bracer—Farm and Materials of the anci¢ent’

) Bracer—Modern Bracers.

BRACER, fays Afcham, ferves two purpofes:
- one, ta fave the arm from the ftroke of the
ﬁring when loofed upon it, and the caat from wear-
ing; and the other, that the firing gliding {harply
and quickly off the bracer, may make a fharper
fhoot. For if the ftring fhould light upon the bare
fleeve; the ﬁ:rength of the fhoot would ftop and die

there. ~ But that it is beft, in his judgment, to give

the bowfo much bending, that the ftring need never
touch thearm; and confequently, that a bracer thould
become needlefs: as was practifed by many good
archers with whom he was acquamted, and who did
not ufe any bracer. ‘That in a bracer three  things
fhould be attended to; that it has no nails in it," that
it has no buckles, and that it be faftened on with laces
without tags. For the nails will cut in funder the
ﬁrmg, before the archer is aware of it, and fo put:
the bow in danger. Buckles and tags at unawares
will fcratch the bow, a thing not only unfightly but
pcrxlous, by giving birth to frets. And thus, a

- bracer is only ufed that the ftring miay havc a ready

paffage.”
From thefe obfervations it feems, that Afcham does
‘ , . not
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not mlean to_fay that the bracer poffeffes aﬁy pﬁrticular R

quality, whereby it can, independently, 4dZ any degree
of fbarpne/s to the fhoot; but only that it has that effe&t;
:ompamtwe{y and: when contratted with the non-elaf-
ticity of the coat fleeve. ,

But in order_to determine how far the bracer
anfwers to the fecond purpefe noticed by Alcham; we
muft firft afcertain, precifely, the inftant in which the
arrow quits the firing, after it is loofed: for if the arrow
leaves the ftring defore the latter touches the arm, then
the bracer cannot poffibly ferve this fecond purpofe. On

the other hand, if the arrow does not quit the ftring .

till the Jatter has touched the bracer; then it will be
a queftion, how far the jar, which the ftring receives

the inftant it falls upon the bracer, checks or impedes -

the force, or diverts the direction of the arrow. How-
ever, it is apparent, that the arrow is projeted from the
- ftring, as foon as the latter reaches the point or line from

which it is drawn: confequently, when the bow is -

braced bigh, or the archer, in holding it, turns his wrift
fomewhat inwards, the ftring can never touch the
arm.

The form or matenal of the bracer is not noticed by
Afcham. His annotator (Mr. Bennett) obferves, tirat
this account of the bracer is fomewhat obfcure, and

that it feems to have been.a kind of clofe fleeve laced -

upon the arm. And he remarks, that thofe who write
of things well known, feldom extend their care to time
in which they may be.known lefs. This obfervation,
although evidently not made by one acquainted with
archery, may account for many of the deficiencies which
are obfervable in the Toxophilus: yet, as archery was, at
" the time Afcham wrote, falling faft into decay, and he
appears to have taken great pains to revive the art from
its languxd ftate; it fhould feem, that the circumftance

I4 . might

A
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might have led him to have been the more pamcular
in the minutie of it.

We may well fuppofe, tbat the ancient bracer was
very fimilar, in material and form, to that which is ufed
at thisday. The modern bracer is compofed of a piece
of ftout leather, polifhed on the exterior fide. In form,
it is either oval or like the half of a coat fleeve. The
colour is either black or brown., The fize of the bracer

" depends upon that of the arm, and the manner of holding.
the bow; for good archers (who hold their bows always
fteadily and alike when they loofe the arrow) find that -
the ftring generally ftrikes nearly in the fame place, and

" can therefore thoot with a {fmall bracer: but in fhooting
with much elevation (as at Rovers), the arm cannot
be fo well guarded by a very fmall one. Some modern
. archers have made ufe of a plate of born faftened on
the bracer; while others have glued fmall pieces of
~ bard wood upon woollen cloth, having the -fides op-
pofed to the ftring made round, in order that the
ftring might have the {wifter paffage in its return: but
the leathern bracer is the moft commonly ufed.

More might be {aid of the bracer, but as archery -
yet flourithes, and this part of an archer’s accoutrements
is very fimple and generally known, the young archer
is referred to the bow-makers who fell them.

CHAP-.
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CHAPTER IIL

’ﬂ
L)
L

OF THE SHOOTING-GLOVE.

Uﬁ: of the ShootingrG love—Ancient Shooting-G love—
AModern Shooting-Gloves—Materials— Fingers ufed
in drawing the String— Handle of the Bow formerly
wared—Now covered with Veh‘et Skag or worfled
Lace.

« A SHOOTING-GLOVE, fays Afcham, s
chiefly to fave a man’s fingers from being
¢ hurt; that he may be able to bear the fharp ftring to
¢ the utmoft of his ftrength. When a man fhoots,
< the might of his fhoot lies ori the foremoft finger and
“ on the ringman; for the middle finger, which is the
« longeft, like a lubber ftarts back, and bears no-
¢ weight of the ftring in a manner at all. Therefore,
‘¢ the two other fingers muft have thicker leather, and
¢ that muft have thickeft of all, whereon a man loofeth
“ moft: and for fure loofing, the foremoft finger is moft
« apt, becaufe it holdeth beft; and for that purpofe
¢ pature hath, as it were, yoked it with the thumb.
¢ Leather, if it is next the fkin, will {weat, wax hard,
¢ and chafe; therefore, fcarlet, on account of its foftnefs
“ and thicknefs, is good to few within the glove (l)

(1) Afcham does not, I prefume, mean that a fcarlet dye com.
municates any peculiar degree of foftnefs to cloth; but that fcar-
let cloth, of a fine texture, was well fuited to thls purpofe. And
that fine cloth, of any colour, would anfwer equally as well. ‘

({3 If
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"¢ If that is not fufficient, but the finger is fill hurt;
¢ you muft take a cerecloth, covered with 2 mixture of

¢ fine virgin wax and deer’s fuet, and put next your

- ¢ finger, and then put on your glove. If ftill you feel

< your finger pinched, leave off fhooting ; both becaufe
¢ then you will fhoot ill, and, by little.and little hurtmg

¢ your finger, it will be long ere you will be able again

“ to take up your bow. A new glove plucks many
¢ a fhoot, becaufe the ftring goes not freely off:

. and therefore the fingers muft be cut fhort, and

¢ trimmed with fome ointment, that the ftring may glide

“ well away. Some, by holding the nock of their
“ fhaft hard, rub the fkin off their fingers: for this

¢ there are two remedies; one, to have a goofe-quill
¢« fplit and fewed againft the nocking (betwixt the

“ lining and the leather), which too will much help

« the fhoot: the other, to have a roll of leather
“ fewed betwixt the fingers, at the fetting on of the

 fingers, which will keep them fo much apart, that

¢ they will not hold the nock fo tight as they did.

 The fhooting-glove has a purfe, which ferves to put

* fine linen cloth and wax in; two things neceffary to
¢ a fhooter, Some men ufe gloves, or other {uch like

*¢ thing, on their Jow-band, to prevent its being chafed,

- “ becaufe they hold" fo hard, - But that commonly

‘ happens when a bow is not round, but fomewhat

*¢ fquare: fine wax will do very well in fuch a cafe, to

- % Jay where a man holds his bow.”
~ Thus fpeaks Afcham of the fhooting-glove: but,
in modern times, various inventions for guarding the
drawing fingers from the effet of the ftring, have -been
made ufe of; of which evéry -archer ufes that one
which, upon experience, he finds fuits him beft. The
following are the moﬁ gcnerally ufed : viz.
. 1. The
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1. The fboeting-glove ; which confifts of ﬁnger—&alls
faftened to thongs buttoned round the wrift ; and
may be ufed with or without a glove,

‘2. Finger-falls; fewed to a common glove,

3. The tab; which is a piece of flat leather, -into

. which the fingers are let, and which lies.on the
ixfide of the hand,

The beft leather for each of the above, is what is
called borfe-dutt leather, dreffed on that fide which is
ufed outwardly.

We may here notice, that Afcham. fpeaks of .zbree
: ﬁngers being ufed in drawing the bow. Shooting with
two fingers only is much ufed in moderp archcry,
and probably was pradtifed in Afcham’s time, al-.
though he has omitted to mention it. It is faid, by
fome very excellent archers of this day who fhoot with
only the two firft fingers, to be the moft {cientific mode of

fhooting, and to infure an eafier and cleaner loofe, and -

confequently more certainty, than fhooting with three
fingers : but in .roving and fhooting with very ftrong
bows, three fingers have, with moi’c men, been deemed
to poflefs the greater power, and accordingly are then
generally ufed (2).

As to the holding the bow- wax muft Certainly
“unite the hand to the bow very firmly. However, for
at leaft a century paﬁ, the handle of the bow has been

(2) Soft and flethy -fingers bcmg not fo well calculated to loofe
the firing cleanly, without being fometimes hurt by it; it may be
found neceflary, for thafe who have fuch fingers, to eafe the two
firft by ufing the third finger with them. But when the third
(or ringman as Afcham terms it) is very long or ftiff, it will be
found often to hang too much on the firing; and therefore

" . tfhould be ufed as little as may be. The Turks, Perfians and’

Moguls, who ufe the horn bow, draw thh their thumb only
covered
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covcrcd wnth velvet, {hag, or worfted lace, which, ferves
fufficiently well to fix the bow firmly in the hand; efpe-
cially as moft archers wear a glove on their bow Hand.

- The Purfe noticed by Afcham as forming parf of
" the fbooting-glove, muft furely have been very inconve-
piently placed. A waxed cloth to rub the bow and
firing ; with a fmall file to trim the head and nock of
. the arrow; fpare ftrings, &c. generally attend an ar-

.cher: but in thefe days, he would never think of put-
ting them into hlS /boatmg-glwe

.

TN - ~CHAP-
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CHAPTER 1IV.
OF THE STRING.

Importance of good Strings—Fhether the String
 Should be made of Hemp or Silk—Strings how made
—Different Effeéls of thick and thin Strings—

Of whipping Stri ings and p; eventing them from foon:
wear mg out.

ASCHAM fays but little of the ftring, ' contenting
himfelf with obferving ¢ that, although appa-
« rently a trifle, it is of much importance; as a bad
ftring breaks many a good bow, and nothing half fo
many: and that becaufe an inexperienced man
may be more eafily deceived in the choice of his
. ¢ ftring, than of his bow; that ftringers fhould be
¢ the more diligently looked after, by the proper offi-
“ cers.”

- Whether the ftring fhould be made of good hemp,
as they were in hjs time, or of flax or filk, Afcham
leaves to the determination of the ftringers,

It cannot be colle®ted either from record or tradition,
that any other than hempen ftrings have been ufed for
l:,nghih bows. Indeed filk was not brouoht into England
in any quantity till the fixteenth century : yet a very old
ballad (which mentions Englith archers) has the fol-
lowing line;

¢¢ Theyr ftringes of filke ful fure.”
Adam Bell, &e. Partii. ) 126, Perey's
Rcliq. of anc. Eng. Poetry. '

af
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If filk was ufed, the [’mng muft either confift of a
number of threads bound at intervals (as thofe ufed
with the ‘Turkifh, Perfian, and Tartar bows, in which
cafe it would be too thick for the nock of our arrows);
-or. of raw filk twifted, which probably would an-
" fwer for this purpofe, if the fibres were long enough,
and the elaftic quality of filk could be dlmxmfhed
The Italian hemp is obferved to make the beft ftrings,
being ftronger in texture and having longer and finer
threads than moft other kinds. We may recolle&, that .
_.Sir John Smith (ante, Parti. €b, ii. fec. 1.) obferves,
that the ftrings, even of ftrong war-bows, when made¢
of good hemp, did feldom break. -

“The ftring is made of the longeft threads of the
hemp, twifted very tight; and afterwards, as Sir John
Smith ‘notices, rubbed with a kind of water-glue, to
- preferve it from wet. The ¢ye (which is that part of
.the ftring that occupies the #pper horn of the bow) is
firft made ; .and is fomewhat the thickeft part; the other
end is generally without any eye (though ftrings have
lately been made with swo eyes, which anfwer well
enough) : and, when put on the lower horn, is made into
a twifted knot or noofe, termed, and much ufed by
thofe employed in moving timber, a timber bitch : as
‘the tighter it is drawn, the more fecurely it 'holds. | .

~ Afcham makes a diftin&ion, which appears to be
- worthy of attention, between great and little (he means
thick and #hin) ftrings; the great ftring, fays he, «is
« more fafe for the Bow, more fure to prick with,
< but of flower caft: and the little firing diretly the
¢« reverfe; not fo fafe, therefore to be taken more care
« of, left, by being long ufed, it break the bow:
¢ more fit- o fhoot far, than apt to prick near.’
- Therefore, when you are acquainted with the nature

- both of the great and fmall ftrings, you muft fic your -
: : bow
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bow according to the occafion of your fhooting; and
Cas-no doubt Afcham meant) to the ffrength of your -
bow. For in fhooting great diftances, as at rovers and
Jights, when a longer arrow is ufed than at fhort lengths,
and the bow is much elevated, the firing muft be
ftrong, to refift the great tenfion and jar which it is
to fuftain. With refpe&t to the large ftring fhoot-
ing the furg?, it may be obferved; that when' the
ftring is fmall, but ftrong enough to hold the bow, the
whipping at the nocking point ‘may be made as thick as
the nock of the arrow will admit of, by which means,
the thin ftring may, poffibly, become more certain in
the catft.
- Bow ftrings are always whipped (that is wrappcd) at
the nocking point, and a little above and below i, ge-
nerally the breadth of the fingers ufed in drawing, with
~ fine twine or filk, firft waxed. This whipping anfwers two
purpofes; that of filling the nock of the arrow (which
" thould always fet racher tight on the ftring) and faving
the ftring from wearing at that place. Some archers alfo
whip the gyz and nogfe of the ftring and a little below
each, adding a flight covering of gum or glue to the whip-
' ping, for the latter purpofe. And in whipping, are ..
careful, when the ftring is fufficiently firetched (for
moft new ftrings will give a little) to whip the precife
_point on" which the arrow fhould lie, (which is called
- ' the nocking point) with white and on each fide with coloured -
filk or thread, that they may always nock exactly. Cazgut
" and filver-wire have, by fome modern archers, been tried
for this. purpofe: but, being harder.than twine or filk,
they have been found often to durf the nock of the
arrow, when that goes on tight; and catgut, unlefs firft -
moiftened, is difficult to whip on the ftring. '
The nocking part of the ftring fhould be waxed
bcfore it is whlppcd that the whnppmg may hold the
better:
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better: and afterwards, the whole ftring fhould be waxed,
- and alfo now and thenrubbed with bees-wax or white wax,
- (though the former is moft generally ufed) to prevent
its colle¢ting moifture and untwifting: the latter in-
convenience is remedied by retwifting the ftring at the
bottom end. .
 After the ftring is put on, and fo ftretched that it
does not want altering; the eye and noofe, if not whip-
ped, may be flightly rubbed with moiftened Indian glue,
which will prevent their fraying. And the eye of the
‘ﬁrmg may be faftened to the upper horn, by means of
a piece of twine or filk, carried through a hole in the
latter: which will prevent the ftring from coming off
* continually at the lower horn, and thereby untwnﬁmg ‘
- Fine glove-leather or any kind of tape or binding,
wrapped, round the eye of the ftring, will preferve it
from being cut by the nock of the horn.

CHAP~
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CHAPTER V.

OF THE BOW. -

/

SECTION I.

Woods proper for Bows—Value of Yew as a Bows :
wood—Superior Value ‘of foreign Yew—New Cons
. Jirutlion of the Baw—Origin of the Invention—
- Newly zmported Bow-woods—Metal Bows. '

E now come to what Afcham, wuh reafon,
terms the chief inftrument of archery, the bowi
though perhaps, ftritly and mechanically fpeaking, the
bow and arrow conftitute but oze complete inftrument;
of which each is but a component part, and ufelefs when
_disjoined. The fame obfervation, indeed, applies to the
firing. The bow, on account of its zature and irspor-
tance will, in its'independent and fevered form, deferve
a minute dcfcnpuon and attention. .
After noticing various kinds of bows, ufed by dif-
ferent nations ; Afcham proceeds to enumerate the feves
ral kinds of woods proper for Englith bows. Among
whnch he obferves, that < Brazel ( 3), elm, wych” (he

(3) This word is, perhaps, a mxﬂ;rmt for hazel: for, admitting
that Brazil-wood was imported into England in Afcham’s time :
yet, it was too brittle to make a felf-bow. But the former fup+
pofition feems the moft fatisfatory ; as the flatutes on archery do
not mention Brafil, but often notice 4aze/ as a bow-wood. Thus,
the ftatute of the 33 H. 8. c. 9. enalls, ¢ that every bowyer
¢ (living without the City of London) for one bow of yew,
¢« {hall make four of elm, wych, éafil, ath or other wood, apt
¢t for the fame.”

s K means
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means wych-elm) ¢ and afh, are by cxpcricnce,
¢« found to make. very indifferent bows; and that
« yew, (which was in his time and had long been

.« generally ufed by the Englith, and bore the beft
¢ price even among the Romans (4) for the pur-

pofe-‘

(4) Tt does not appear, that during the period the Romans
retained the dominion of the world, they had any other archers
than what were Auxiliaries: all or moft of which were Cretans,
who, as was obferved, ufed the Scythian bow; and we find, it
was the fort of bow, upon which they relied for vitory, in the
fixth century. (Swpra, part 1.ch. 1. fec. 2.) - This and the great
Tartar bow feem to have bad continuance among them long
after the divifion of the Empire. It was, no doubt, the latter,
in the ufe of which the Emperor Gratian exhibited fo much
tkill. Gibbon, vol. 3. p. 4. But we are told, that after the great
{laughter of the Goths at the battle of Naiffus (anno domini 251),
- a fele&t body of the Gothic youth was received among the impe-
rial troops. Z4. vol. 1. p. 351. In the Reign of Conftantine,
according to Mr. Gibbon, the introduétion of the barbarians into
the Roman armies became more univerfal. (vol. 2. p. 48.) And
we’ learn that the Emperor Alexius had Scandinavian guardsy
In a former part of thefe tralls (part 1. mote 8.) an attempt is
made to trace the ufe of the wooden bow, among the inhabi-
tants of the north; who, there is reafon to fuppofe, were ace-
quainted with this primeval bow, in very early times. Upon
teferring ‘to the authority, which Afcham made ufe of when
he obferved that yew bore a high price, among the Romans as a
bow-woad ; it is evident, that he fuffered himfelf to be mifled,
~ ‘and has quoted his author (Virgil) very imperfe@ly in the fol-

lowing Aalf line :—*¢ Taxi torquentur in arcus:” (which is the 458
line in the fecond book of the Georgics.) For he has omitted
to notice the moft important word in the whole, line, which ftands
thus :  Ityreeos taxi torquentur in arcus.” So that we find
Virgil does not fay, that the Romans ufed the bow of yew, but
that the Jtureans did. This people (Who inhabited a part- of
. Paleftine near Calofyria) were celebrated archers, and formed
part of Pompey’s auxiliary troops at the battle of Pbarfalia.
Lucan Lib. 4. 1. 230, The Philiftines, indeed, are frequently
noticed in facred hiftory, as men very fkilful in the ufe of the
bow. And to this ancient people, who appear to have been a
very warlike nation, the invention of .the bow and arrow has’
been afcribed. Univerfal Hiff. (anc. part) wl. 2. p. 220. The ufs
of this woeden bow was, no doubt, extended to feveral of thofe
tribes which Mr. Pinkerton, in his Difertation on the origin of the
Scythiansy thinks proceeded weftward, and Ppeopled Gcmlxany.

' ' taly,
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¢ pofe of bow:making), was the 45# of all others fo
< 2 bow” (5). ‘ o
 The fuperior value of foreign yew as a_bow-wood is
recognized by ftatutes paffed in the Rgigns of Edward
IV: and Richard I1I. which dire&t that bow.ftaves thall

~

Italy, Gaul, and the countries botdering on the Baltic. Although
we do not find much to guide u$ in our opinion, as to the time
when the Romans became acquainted with or ufed the wooden-
bow; yet have we fatisfatory evidence of their having been
acquainteéd with its value in the fourth century. For Vegetius (a
Roman General who lived in that period, and wrote his book on
military affairs in the Reign of Valentinian), in treating of the
different weapons proper to be ufed in the Roman army, {peaks
of the woden bow ; and with a feeming preference in compari-
fon of other bows, in the following terms:  propé tertia, vel
.$¢ quarta pars juniorum, qua aptior potuerit reperiri, arcubus
¢ ligneis, fagittifque luforiis, ad illos ipfos femper exercenda palos.’”
- Lib. 1. Chap. 1.

(5) The wood of the palm-tree feems formerly to have been 4
favourite material for bows, among many nations. Mofeley, p. §t.
But Afcham obferves, that ¢ we had no experience of it.” And,
fpeaking of the cornus, (of which the Lycians made their bows)
fays, ** As concerning the name of it in Englifh, I can foonet
¢¢ prove that other men call it falfe, than I can tell the right
¢¢ name of ‘it myfelf.” Mr. Mofeley calls it the cornel tree.
Afcham adds, ¢ it is as bard as horn, and very fit for fhafts.”
Afcham, quoting Heroditus, informs us, that the Indians made
very ftrong bows of a large reed. But no doubt, Heroditus alludes.
to the bamboo, of which bows are ftill made in many parts of the
Eaft. The inhabitants of Maxadavar fthoot arrows, from bows of
this wood, a very great diftance. Turner’s Narrative of the Embafly
in Tibet in the year 1783. Printed 18co. We are told, that the
bows of the Laplanders, which are fo ftrong that the ftouteft
Norwegian cannot bend them, are made of fr glued upon birch.

~Experiments have been tried of late years, to make a good bow
with fir, but it ‘totally failed to anfwer the purpofe. Probably,
if firis ufed by the Laplanders, it is bent when it is green, and
when the fap is rifing. M. Cuttis, in his defcription of: the ufes
of the laburnum (Butanical Magazine, vol. 5. Pl. 17 5), adds a-
note, wherein he obferves, that Matthiolus fpeaks of the wood of
that tree, as being particularly ufed for making the beft kind of
“bows.” Mr. Waring, who made the experiments, above noticed,
with fit, alfo tried the effe& of laburnum for this purpgfe, but
with no better fuccefs, He made fome bows of the slex, which

anfwered better. .
K2 ~be
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be imported from v enjce ;.and particularly by the fla-
tute of the 8 Eliz. c. 10. which regulates the price of
bows,- and direts that when a bow of Enghfh yew is
fold for zs. a bow of foreign yew may ' be - fold for
6s. 8d.

From the time when archery was firft introduced

into Britain, to the days of Afcham, we do not find,
A that any other bow, than that formed of ore piece of
L wood, was ever ufed. Had any other been known, no
doubt Afcham would have taken notice of it, in his
Toxophilus ; but his filence wpon the fubje@ may afford
us a reafonable aflurance, that, in this kingdom, no
other was then ufed or known. Since the time of

. Afcham, a moft important difcovery in archery, by
means of a new method of conftruting the bow, has
been made in this country. It is an obfervation no
lefs true than trite, that neceffity is the mother of inven- -

- tion; and we_ know, by experience, that fome of the
moft valuable difcoveries and inventions in the arts

s bave been owing merely to accident : {o it has happened
with archery. We find that, in- the Reign of Queen
Elizabeth, a complaint was made to government that

~ _the foreign merchants, who by an a& of parliament
pafled in the twelfth year of the Reign of Edward IV
ch. 2. and a fubfequent one in the firft year of the reign
of Richard III. ch. 11. were obliged, with every-butt
of Malmfey or Tyre wine, to import bow-ftaves, ( foxr
by the firft and fen by the laft mentioned a&) had
long neglected to pay attention to thefe aéts: and
that, when called upon to perform the injunction laid
upon them, they alledged, that the importation of bow-
ftaves had Jong been difi-fed ; and that the country, from
‘whence they were brought, was ‘then in the hands of
the Turks. See Stow’s Survey of Londen, wol. 2. b. §.

: ch. 13,
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cb.13(6). As the ufe of the mufket.was then gaining:
ground, and, indeed; Toon $frermards entirely {uperfeded.
that of the bow in war; we may fuppole, that very few,

if any, bow-ftaves were imported after the Reign of
Elizabeth:

. (6) Malmfey wine was chiefly, the produce of Crete, but
the Venetians were in pofieflion of that ifland, from the middle
of the twelfth or beginning of the thirteenth to the middle of
the feventeenth century. So that, had the yew, which they had
been accuftomed to bring into England, grown in Crete, the
merchants would hardly have ventured to have made a falfe
allegation. Before the Portuguefe difcovered a paffage to India
by the Cape of Good Hope, the Venetians purchafed the com-
modities-of the Eaft at Alexandria and other parts of the Levant,
and- diftributed them all over Europe. Hence, we may conclude,
they brought  the bow ftaves from thofe parts, and particularly
from Tyre. In the Statute of 33 H. 8. (c. 9.) we find mention of
elk yew, which Mr. Barrington fuppofes to mean e/b yetv; the
flatute of the 13 Eliz. c. 14. refpeéting the importation of bow-.
ftaves, including the merchants from the eaft parts and the Hans
Towns. And Sir John Smith obferves, -that the Eaferlings had
great quantities of yew. Harl. MSS. Tne.Eafterlings or Eafter~
land merchants were a company of merchants called commaonly,
in Queen Elizabeth’s time, merchants of Elbing; becaufe there
they firft feated therhfelves. Stow. Survey of London, vol. 2..b. .

_c. 17. We alfo find mention of Spanifk yew, of which our bows
are fometimes faid to have been made. Stow informs us, that
the ‘people.of Caftile purpofely deftroyed their woods, and pro-
vided by law that no fuch wood fhould be preferved. However,
againft the reply of the merchants, it was urged, that the Italians
thould be compelled to bring in bow-faves from the sarts adjoining
to Venice and thereabouts ; becaufe the fine/? and beff yew came from
thence. Survey of London, vol.2. b. 5. ch. 13. The yew tree is
a native of moft parts of Europe;- but yew of the growth of the
Eaftern countries feems to have been the moft efteemed for the
purpofe of bow-nfaking: poflefling, probably from the warmth-
of climate, a cleaner texture and greater elafticity, than that
which is found in colder regions. Yet, Englifh yew, even to this:
day, occafionally affords fome very good felf-bow ftaves. '

The yew tree was, no doubt, during the reign of military .
archery in this country, much cultivated in England. Lord

Lyttelton fays, that Fitz Stephen, fpeaking of the forelt of Mid-
dlefex, takes notice, that it was full of vew trees; the growth of
which was-particularly encouraged in thofe days, and for many
fucceeding ages; becaufe the wood of them was efteemed the
beft for making bows. Vol. 3. p. 274. But- it is obfervable,:
. K3 - . that "~
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Elizabeth; although the long-bow ftill continued to be
ufed, as an inftrument of amufement. - In all probabi-
lity, archery would infenfibly have died away, or been
very languidly practifed  in this kingdom after -that-
period; had not the bow-makers, for want of foreign
yew, hit upon the following expedient (7)., Finding
that Englith yew was, in general, too full of knots to
make good bows of itfelf; they tried the effe&t of
uniting a piece of tough and fpirited wood to the yew:
the experiment exceeded their expectation, (for it
brought the infide of the tree into ufe), and Kelfal of
Manchefter, the oldeft and beft bow-maker of his time,
afferted, that after back’d-bows (for fo bows of two pieces
were called upon this difcovery, to diftinguith them
. from the firft fort of bows, which from that time received
the title of /e/f-bows) began to be uvfed, they were

.

that Fitz Stephen does not particularize yew trees, but only {peak.
ing generally of this foreft, ufes the words, * faltus nemorofi.”” See
Fitz Stephen’s Defeript. of London with a commentary. Quarto edit.
1772. p. 26. ‘mote 25.  Indeed, it has frequently been fuppcfed,
that the old yew trees, fometimes feen at this day in church
yards in England, were originally planted there for the purpofe of
archery.” But fome have afligned another reafon for their being -

found in fuch places: namely, that in ancient times, the yew was,
" ‘on Palm Sunday, fubftituted for the Palm. Sec a Paper on this fub-
~ jelt in the Gent. Mag. for the year 1779. vol. 49. p. §78. The author
of - that paper mentions an opinion, to which he did not incline,
that trees had oftep been planted in° church yards to defend she
church fiom the force of the wind. - However this opinion is fupported,
by the words of the ftatute of the 35th Edw. I. (Szaz. 2.)

(7) Whether our Englifh artificers can fairly lay claim to origi-
wality of invention in this difcovery, may admit of fome doubt: fince
it appears, that the Laplanders, as Schefter informs us, have, for
a long period of time, conftru@ted their bows of fwo pieces of
wood; faftened together with a ftrong glue made of the fkins, of
fith. Schefferi Laponica. cape 22. p. 244. This glue is, no doubt,
the ifinglafs, the ufe and excellent quality of which, as a glue, is
well known in this country ; and particularly by the bow-makers.
The firft back’d-bows, that appeared in England, were made by
the Kelfals of Manchefter, about the end of the fixteenth century.

. deemed
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deemed fo much preferable to felf-bows, that for one
of the latter, he conftantly made fifty of the former (8).
For fome time after this new method of conftrutting
bows came into practice, yew was ufed for the belly of
the bow: fuftic, a wood brought from Hifpaniola, was
afterwards tried, and was found to make a much
quicker bow than yew. And, of late years, the bow-

yers have felected from the different kinds of woods,

imported into this country chiefly for the uft of cabinet-

makers and inlayers, fome which make excellent bows: .

namely, a {pecies of Weft India cocoa-tree ; and a wood,

.called by Mr. Waring, who prifes it beyond all
other for backed-bows, dark-ruby; which almoft rivals
.the fuftic in the quicknefs of its caft, without partak-
ing of the brittlenefs of that wood.(9).

(8) The back’d-bow is not confined to a fingle back; a double
back, or rather an intermediate flip of quick cafing wood, has
been found to anfwer with yew exceedingly well. The' art of
uniting two pieces of wood, in the conftruétion of the bow, has

given birth to a further experiment in archery. Bows have been .

made confifting of four pieces: (two of them being half-lengths and
united to form the belly; the third being very fhort, and occu-
pying the center of that belly ; and the fourth being the full length,

and forming the back): and thus put together, they have been

found to make a very quick fhooting bow.

(9) Notwithflanding the great repute, in which, according to '

Mr. Kelfal, back’d-bows were held, and the excellence at which
the bow-makers have arrived in the confiru&ion of them: yet,
many excellent-archers give the preference to the felfyew-bow ;
particularly when made of foreign yew. Some remarkable fine

ftaves of foreign yew (faid to be of the growth of Switzerland)

were imported into England, a few years ago; and which, at
this day are in the higheft eflimation. In afcertaining the dif-
ferent merits of the back’d-bow, and the felf-bow; it may be
obferved, that the former is, by fome, thought to be more pleatant
and eafy in drawing, particularly in the Jaff inck, and of quicker
caft than the latter. Yet we know, by experience, that the
beft modern felf yew-bows have never been exceeded in cerrainty
or length of caft, by the belt modern back'd-bows. In this com-
parifon we may remark, that the roundnefs of the felf bow feems
to be an equivalent to the peculiar conftruction of the back'd bow.
On one dccount, bows made of the 4ard woods have the ad-
vantage of the yew bows; the latter being liable to c/ry/al, a cir-
cumftance which fcarcely ever happens to the former.

. K4 Self-
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Self bows have lately been made of Canada yew,
Lance-wood and Cocoa-tree; and although bows of thefe
woods, in general, ftand well, and are’not often liable
to frer or chryfal yet they by no means rival, even the
Englifh yew, in {pirit and pleafant drawing,

As to bows made of metal; Afcham tells us, * that

¢ {cripture makes mention-of brafs bows; and that iren

“ bows and ffee/ hows had been of long time, and

alfo were in_his time, ufed among the Turks: bug
¢ that they muft needs be unprofitable. For if brafs,
iron, or fteel have their own {trength and power, they
are far above man’s ftrength ; and if they are made
equal to man’s ftrength; their power o thoot with
“ js gone.”.

There have been long-bows of ﬁecl made in this
country, by way of experiment; fome of which do now
exift. One of them was, a few years fince, tried at
Lord Aylesford’s, Ground, in Warwickfhire: its power
was computed to be about fxzy pounds, but it could not
be ufed with eafe or-good effe@(10). The ufe of
fteel-bows is attended with confiderable danger. Some
years ago, a gentleman received a fevere bruife, by the
breaking of one when drawn.  With refpe&t to the
bows of the angients, .which by the poets are called

(10) In a former part of thefe Tra&s (Part 1. ch. 3, fec. 3.) 1t'
has been fuggefied, that had the bow continued a military weapon
in thjs country, it would, in all probability, have derived new
powers, or at leaft, thofe which it is acknowledged to.poflefs

-would have been increafed, by means of that perfeion, which

philofophy and the arts have now attained. Poffibly, the prefent
methods of working in and tempering horn and fteel might, under
the fkill of modern artificers, lead to fomething highly beneficial
to archery; either by conne&ing thofe two materials with wood,

or by ufing them feparately and independently. The trial feems

- worthy the effort of genius: for fhould it fucceed, the bow
. might again beconde the fuperior and all-cenquering weapon of
- war,

golden
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golden bows and Jilver bows; we have fufficient teafon
to believe, that the poets, in fpeakmg of the bow, ufed
thofe words metapborically. The ancient bows, particu-
"~ Jarly thofe ufed by the eaftern nations, were, probably,
covered (as thofe-ufed by the Turks, Perfians, 4nd in-
habitants of the Eaft are at this day) with a Jacker of va-
rious colaurs, intermixed with leaf gold and fider. Yet
poffibly, the ends of the bows of the ancients were fome-
"+ times finifhed with a plate of filver or gold. See Homer's
Dey'mptzm of the Bow of Pandarus. Pope's Homer." Iliad.
“B.iv. L. 143.

SECTION II. ,

CHOICE OF THE BOW; )

Rules—Defeds to be avoided—Parts of T’ rees z)jéd in
‘Bow-making—Obfervations. \

N the choice of a bow, Afcham furnithes us with ‘the
following obfervations: by’ way of introdution to
which, he fays, < that as a bow of yew muft, for
« fhootmg at the pricks, be made peifec, becaufe that
¢ mark is certain, and moft certain rules can be drawn
¢ from it; fo, that fhall ferve the purpofe of his re-
« marks.” ' '
" 'I. ¢ That it be fmall, long, beavy, (11) and /iroug,
« lying fraight not winding; not damaged with

“ knot-gall, wind-fbake, wen, fret, or pmcb

(r1) It is obfervable, that the Izg&taﬂ woods have the qmrhﬂ
caft. This obfervation applies not only to bows made of -yew, .
but alfo to thofe made of orker woods; of which Jatter the fuffic,
being the lighteft; pofiefles this quality of quicknefs in a fupenot

degrees
, 2. “ The
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2.« The beft calour of a bow is when the back
¢ and. belly in working are much alike (for fuch .
¢« oftentimes in wearing proves like virgin wax or
¢« gold): having a fine long grain, even from one
“ end of the bow to the other: the fbors gram,
« although it fometimes.proves pretty good is for
“*the moft part ériztle.” :

3. ' That it have plenty of wood in the band for

- ¢ if the ends of the bow are fiffifh, the belly mu&
¢ of neceflity foon fret.”

4. * Every bow is made cither of a plant, of the
« bough, or of the bole of a tree (12). The

« ¢ bough is commonly very knotty, and full of
 pins; weaky of little firength, will foon follow
 the firing, and feldom wears to any good
¢ colour: yet, for children and young beginners it
“ may ferve well enough. The plant proves fre-
« quently well, ifit be of a good and clean growth ;
¢ and, for the power of it, is quick enough of
¢« caft: it will ply and bend far before it breaks.
¢ The 2ole of the tree is the moft free from knot
¢ or pin, poffefling a faft and hard wood, by rea-
< fon of its full growth: frong and powerful in
« the caff, and beft for a bow, if the ftaves are
¢ cleft even, and afterwards wrought, not acrafs
« the wood, but as the grain and ftraight growth
« of the wood Jeads: or elfe, by all reafon, it
“ muft foon break, and that in many fhivers.

" ¢« This muft be confidered in the rough wood,
“ and when the bow-ftave is firft wrought and
 fhaped; for, in drefling and trimming it up for
“ 3 bow, it is too late to look to it.”

(12) It is faid, that both the ,bow and the arrow fhould be
. “taken from the fide of the tree which faces the eafi: the grain of
the wood, on #4as fide, being the fineft and drieft.

To
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To théfe obfervations, Afcham adds, < that he does
<¢ not intend to meddle much with the saking of a
¢ bow, left he thould feem to enter into another man’s
<¢ bufinefs: but advifes bowyers to fea/on their ftaves
< well, and to give them the neceflary beatings and
<< plenty of fillerings: and, with refpet to the points
<. upon which he has touched, recommends the archer
« to truft t6 an honeft bowyer to put a good bow into
¢ his hands, fomewhat looking himfelf to the tokens
« he has pointed out: and not to ftick for a little
¢ more money for a govd bow, than another would
<< give: for, that a good bow, .twice paid for, is bcttcr '
< than a 4ad bow once broken” (13).

" Thefe remarks appear to be fo fuffidient and plam,
that little need be added by way of illuftration: but on
this head, one obfervation occurs, which will, by ex-
perience, be found true; namely, that the fmall defe&s
(as frets or fbakes) in a bow, particularly in one that has
been much ufed, are beft difcovercd_ when it is Jent,

(13) At the time of the late revival of archery, not more than
one or two bow-makers could be found; and they lived in' the
North of England, and bad not been in much praé&ice for many
-years. = The family of the Kelfals of Manchefter, (who were
always reputed the beft bow-makers in England, and whofe bows
are in great-repute at this day) had followed the trade for many
centuries, and was nearly extintt. Fortunate]y for the art, Mr.
Waring, of Leicefter Houfe, had ftudied it under old Kelfal;
and was therefore enabled to purfue his rules in the formation of
. the bow: an ignorance of which has rendered abortive the at -
tempts of many modern bow-makers. Mr, Waring’s own inge-
nujty, which was fecured to him by‘patent, has greatly improved
npon Kelfal’s method of confiructing the back’d-bow, by means of
a very mechanical engine: the ufe of which has enabled him to
give his bows a fuperlor power, elegance and effe. And in juftice,
it thould be obferved, that archery is greatly indebted to him for -
numerpus experiments in the art: and for the difcovery, felec-
tion and ufe of woods, obtained with a difficulty and expence that
have deterred many others from the ufe of them, which make re.
markably fine and valuable bows.

\ : ’ and
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and by looking at it attentively in the funfbise; ana
palfing the thumb and fore-finger over it: which latter
act alone, .once or twice rcpeated will in gcneral de-
tect them: fo critically true, in this refpcé’c is the fen-
{ation by the touch.

With refpet to Afcham’s third Obf'ervatxon, “ that
« a bow (hould have plenty of wood in the hand,” it
may, indeed, be added, that a bow, which has not a.
prominency in the center, will neither poﬁ'efs a guick
nor a far calt: which moft defirable qualities in a bow
will be found to refide chiefly in thofe which are full in
the hand, and regulasly, and with nice proportion and
*fymmetry, tapered to each horn.

SECTION III.

OF PROVING THE BOW.

How a good bow may be known and proced—How it -

is to be altered—Reafons and Olgferwtibns.

N the next place, Afcham gives us a method of frying

and proving a bow, before we trufbto it: « by fhoot-

« ing in it in the fields, and finking it with dead heavy

"« fhafes ; looking where it comes moft, and provxdxng
« for that place betimes, left it pinch and fo fret.”

« When (fays he) the bow has been thus fhot in, and
“ appears to contain good fhooting-wood ; it muft
« again be taken to a fkilful and tr u{’ty workman, to be
“ cut /borter, Jeraped and a’rgﬁa’ fitter, and made to

« come circularly round: and it fhould be whipped at
' ‘ the
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¢ the ends, but with difcretion, left it fnap-in funder,
« or elfe fret, fooner than the archer is aware of. He
“ mutt alfo Jay it fraight, if it be caff or need require:
« and if it be made flat, he mult make it round; by
‘ which means it will thoot faﬁer for far fhootmg, and
“ alfo be furer for near pricking.”

Afcham carries his admohition fo far, as to fay,
‘. that a bow, which at the firft buying, without any .
“ more proof or trimming, is fit and eafy to fhoot in,
« will neither be profitable to laft long, nor yet pleafant
« to fhoot well.” And, indeed, although frcquent ale-
ration of a bow, particularly as bows are now made
with great nicety, may fometimes prove unneceffary
and injurious; yet, experience proves, that a perfe bow
is not made at once.

-With refpe& to a bow being made razmd we muft
recollet, thac Afcham fpeaks of a felf-bow; which, it
feems, was made round as well at the back as in the belly. )
but back’d-bows have almoft always a flar back, to
prevent their caffting. ‘

It was an old cuftom to whip a bow at each end
and a little over the horn, with fine thread or filk :
order, as is fuppofed, to preferve the glue of the horn

-from being affe€ted by wet, which might unfolve it.
But this pra&lce is now not known; and, if good gluc
is ufed in ﬁxmg the horn, and the bow is not kept in
a damp place, it feems quite unncccﬂ'ary for that pur-'
pofc. : :

SECTION -
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SECTION, IV. . i

OF THE HANDLE.

_ Pq/' ition qf the Handle—-szerence of Opinion on this

Head—Obfervations.

T has been mentioned, that, in Afcham’s time, the
4 middle of the bow was waxed, in order to fix it
firmly in the hand; and, that of late years, a covering

‘of velvet, thag, or worfted lace, had been ufed inftead -

of wax. The only point of importance, refpecting the -
handle of the bow, is the pofition of it, which Afcham

“has not noticed. The Englith bow-makers have, ge-

nerally, ‘placed the upper part of the handle from. an
inch 1o an inch and a quarter above the exact center of -
the bow; which of courfexmakes the lower limb fo

* much longer. The reafon for thus placing the handle
« _ 1s, they alledge, in order to make bozh limbs a& equally:

the prefure, particularly when three fingers are ufed in
drawing, being moft on the Jower limb: but the bow-
makers in Flanders, who make no other than'felf-bows,

*.on this account make the lower limb the frongef?; and

place the upper part of the handle precifely in the center

-of the bow; infiting, that an arrow is beft caft from

the center: while the Englifh bow-maker contends, that
when the lower limb is the Jrrongeft, it muft of necef-

fity be the firft a¢ bome ; and confequently, that as both

limbs cannot in that cafe at equally, they cannot caff
equally. This dnEcrcnce, in the poﬁuon of the handle, -
has. -
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has been the fubject of much difcuffion among modern
archers. Some of them take the medium, placing the
“upper part of the handle from one half to tbree quarters
of an.inch above the center: while others adopt the -
Flemifh cuftom. Indeed, it (hould feem, that as the
point on the fring from which we draw, muft always

~form a central point; the placing the center of the bow
out of that line, muft (by creating #wo centers of action,
unlefs the bow is conftructed with very great nicety to
meet this principle,) caufe an erromeous cffect. Confi-
deration too, muft fometimes be paid, to the different
manner in which men bo/d their bows, and make the -
Julerum: fome making it high, others low, and others
in the center of the hand.

SECTION V.

"OF THE HORNS.

Roundnefs to be obferved in forming the Nock of the
~ Horns—Method of placing the Nocks of the Horns
formerly ufed in Scotland—QOrnaments for the upper
Horn. 4 : .

SCHAM has faid no more on thi§ head, than
“ that the nock in the horn fhould be thade round,

¢ to prevent its cutting the ftring.”
-In forming the nock, there was, formerly, fome dif- -
ference between the Englith and Scotch methods. The
‘old Scotch bowyers, even to the middle or clofe of

the laft century, made the nock of the upper horn on
the
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the zpper ot, bow-band fide, and that of the lower horn
on the under or fbaftsbard fide only ; in order, as'it is
faid, that the arrow might \go cleaner and more freely
from the bow. The Enoh{h bowyers, difregarding this
method as of no parucular advantage, have always made
the center of both nocks precifely in the center of the
#back of both horhs, bringing each nock equally round
- gowards the belly of the bow.
The upper horn of the bow may be fhaped to 2
very pleafing and piCturefque figure, inimitation of the
- head- of fome animal. This pra&ice is very ancient.
(Sec engravings of the Saxon and Dacian bows in Mofeley,
PL-&) The head of the Aries (or battering ram) of .
" the .ancients, fo much- admired in fculpture, cannot
. fail to afford a.defirable ornament to the bow. The
~ horns of the Flemifh bows are often thus ornamented.

"SECTION VI..
-LENGTH OF THE BOW. .

- Mr. Barrington’s Obfercations refpeéling the flandard
Lengtk qf the Bow confidered—His-Errors on this
" Head pointed out—Statute of 5 Edward IV. cited -

/. =~Remarks on that Statute—Qbfervations on the
" proper length of the Bow. : '

SCHAM has omitted to inform us what was the
proper fandard length for the bow. He firft di-
refts us to choofe it /ong : and, after proving it, to have

it cut fborter ; but bow fhort he does not mention.’
’ ~ Mr.,
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Mr. Bamngton tells: us, that the regulation of thc
Irith ftatute of Edward IV. viz. ¢ That the bow fhall
“¢ not exceed the beight of the man, ‘is allowed by ar-
« chers, to have been well confidered: and as the arrow
¢ fhould be baif the length of the bow, this would
« give an arrow of a yard in length to thofe qnly,
¢ who were fix feet hlgh ” In perufing this obferva-

- tion of Mr. Barrmgton s, it muft occur, notwithftand-
ing we thall find it received as good authority by Mr.,
Mofclcy, and other late writers on archery, that it is by
no means fatisfactory : for it gives to a bow of fve feet '
Sfix inches, the common height of a man, an arrow of
two feet. nine inches ; whxch furely no archer ever
thought of attempting to draw-to the bead in a bow of
only twice its length. Unfortunately for Mr. Barring-~_
ton, his Tra& on Archery is, throughout, rcplete with
errors. Upon referring to the ftatute in queftion,
(which is the g Edward IV. c. 4.) we fhall find it penned
in the following words; viz. ¢ that every Englithman,
« and Irithman that dwell with Englithman, and fpeak
“ Englifh, that be betwixt fixteen and fixty in age,
¢ fhall have an Englith bow of his own length, and
“ one ﬁ/lmele at the leaft betwixt the necks [fometimes
in old MSS, fpelt nicks and filtmele called bandfuf]
¢ with twelve fhafts of the length of tbree quarters of
¢ the fiandard.” Had Mr. Barrington confulted this

3

ftatute, he would, furely, have deemed the words par- -

ticularized too important to be paffed over unnoticed ;
and muft have feen the error of his own opinions, or

of the opinions of thofe from whom he borrowed upon =

this océafion. We cannot eftimate the breadth of
an ordinary man’s fit at lefs than four inches: but
the ftatate adds ¢ sz the leaff,” fo that, according
to this ftatute, the bow for a man fve feet fix

inches hxgh was to be ncarly if not quite fix feet be-
twixt
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twixt the wocks. In-the prefent ftate of archiery, when
the length of the arrow does not often exceed twenty-
nine inches ; we feldom ufe bows," longer than five feet
ten inches ; more frequently thaofe which are an inch,
and, generally, thofe which are two inches fhorter.
. But, circumftances confidered, five feet nine inches
{feems to be a very fit length for a bow; when the
arrow is not fhorter than" twenty-feven, or longer than
twenty-nine, or, at the mof, thirty inches, It is in-
deed, faid, that a bow of fve feet eight inches (or two
inches fhorter if the bow will ftand) will caft an arrow,
of the length of twenty-feven inches, furtber than a
- longer bow will caft the fame or a longer arrow.

CHAP,
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"CHAPTER VL

OF ARROWS. (14)

v,
-

B S E

A I

SECTION 1I.

Different parts of a Shaft—Woods proper for Steles—
Rules to be obferved in making Steles~—HWoods pro-
per for War-Arrows—Woods ufed for Steles in
modern Archery—Their different Qualities. '

« SHAFT,” fays Afcham, “hath three princif)al '
« parts, the flele, the feather, and the bead; of
* which each muft be feverally fpoken of.”

\

(14) Arrqws have been ufed for various purpofes. Mr. Mofeley
has enumerated feveral ufes, to which the arrow was applied by
the ancients; as divination, foothfaying, and by way of communication
and figmal. Pliny gives us the following account of a moft extra-
ordinary power, which the ancients afcribed to them. ¢ Sagittas
¢ corpore eduétas, fi terram non attigerint, fubjetas cubantibus,
¢ amatorium effe, Orpheus et Archelaus fcribunt? Hif. Mundi.
Lib. xxviii. cap. 4. A not unfimilar and magical power wag
affigned to arrows, by the bigots in this country, in the reign of
Queen Mary. Scot. in his. Difcovery of H'hitchcraft, mentions in-
chanted archers ; particularly a poor fellow at Malling. in Kent,
who by one of Queen Mary’s juftices was punifhed, for thooting
with flies or familiars, or enchkanted arrows, becaufe he could win
two or three fhillings a day at the butts.

Mr. Mofeley has given us an ingenious methad of firing a gun,
by the difcharge of an arrow. Mg%lq, P 209.

. L2 ¢ Steles
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<« Steles are made of various woods: as

Brafil. « Birch. ¢ Black-thorn.
Turkey-wood. ¢ Afh, - « Beech.
Fuftic. « Qak. ¢ Elder.
Sugar-cheft. ¢ Service-tree. ¢ Afp.
Hornbeam. ¢ Alder. + ¢« Sallow.” (15)

« Thefe woods,.as they are moft commonly ufed, fo'

' they are the moft fit to be ufed; yet fome one fitter
¢ than another, for different men’s fhooting ; as fhall be .

told afterwards.” : .

« A ftele muft be well feafoned, to prevent its
cafting; and fhould be made as the grain lies, and
as it_grows, or it will never fly clean. A knotty
fteel may be fuffered in a large fhaft, .but is not fic
for a {mall one; both becaufe it will never fly far,
.and is ever in danger of breaking. It does not fly

_far, becaule the ftrength of the fhoot is hindered

and ftopped at the knot: ‘as a ftone caft into:an even

ftill. water, will make the water move a great fpace;

yet if there is any whirpool in the water, the moving

ceafes when it comes to the whirlpool: which is

not unlike ‘a knot in a fhaft, if it is confidered well."
So every thing, the: plainer and ftraighter it is in its
own nature, the fitter it is for moving far. There-"
fore, a ftele which is bard to ftand in a bow, without

knot and ftraight, (I mean not artificially ftrait as

\

(I.S) Among the Eaftern nations; a ftiff reed or bamboo was

formerly the moft nfed for arrows; which induced Pliny to ob-
ferve, that the reed had.conquered 4alf the world. (See ante, part 1.
note 58.)° The Cornel tree was not much lefs celebrated for this
fervice. Afcham. The ancient Scythians ufed deal. Mofeley, p. 117,
Among the Turks, deal is much ufed for arrows at this day. ‘The
Tndian reed or bamboo does not anfwer for our bows, being knotty
and feldom frait; and, indeed, being of equal thicknefs, it has
not fubftance enough in.the cheft to fand (to ufe the archers term)
in the Englith bow. o :

N { aF‘
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a Fletcher makes i xt, but naturally ﬁralght as it grows,)’
is the beft to make a fhaft of; either to go cleany -
fly far, or ftand furely in any. weather (16). :
« Now, how large, how {mall, how heavy, how
light, how'long, how fhort; a fhaft thould be, ( pars’
ticularly for every man, feeing we muft talk of the
general natyre of fhooting,) can . not be told; any
more than a rhetorician can appoint any one fet of
words or figures, fit for every matter: but even as”
the man and matter reqmreth To the fitteft 1s to be’
ufed. Therefore, as concerning thefe contrarieties in
“ a {haft, every man muft avoid them, and draw to
“ the mean of them ; -which mean is beft in all things.”

-~

«
€«
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«

(16) Afcham, probably, alludes to the method ufed by the
Fletchers, of making the wood ftraight, by means-of /eas, termed
by them ferting. ‘The firaightnefs of an arrow is a very effemial
point, in its proper formation ; and may be afcertained by twirl-
ing ‘the arrow over the thumb nail: if it fpins fmoothly, itis
ftraight, if otherwife; not. This method feldom fails to afford a
true criterion of its value and merits for flight. An eminent
writer on' gunnery (Robins), has given us the following curious -
and philofophical account of the aberration of a crooked arrow.,
‘¢ If (fays he) a bent arrow, with its wings not placed in fome
‘¢ degree in a fpiral pofition, fo as to make it revolve round its
. % axis as it flies through the air, were fhot at a mark with a true

¢ direion, it would conftantly deviate from it, in confequence
*< of being prefled to one fide by the convex part oppofing the
¢ air obliquely. Let us now fuppofe this defleGtion in a ﬂlght
¢ of an hundred yards to be equal to ten yards. Now, if the
‘ fame bent arrow were made to revolve round its axis once

every two yards of its flight, its greateft .deviation would take
place when it had proceeded only one yard, or made half a revo-
lution : fince, at the end of the next half revolution, it would
dgain return to the fame diretion; it had at firft; the convex
fide of the arrow having been once in oppofite pofitions. In
this manner it would proceed during the whole courfe of its
flight, conftantly returning to_the true path at the end of every
two yards; and; when it reached the mark, the greateft defiec-
tion to either fide that could happen, would be equal to what it
makes in proceeding one yard, equal to .I_th part of the for-
¢ mer, or 3.6 inches, a very fmall deﬂc&mn when compared

with the former one.” New Pranciples of Gunnery, 1542.

L 3 "~ Yet

-«
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« Yet if a man happens to err, in any of the ex-
« tremes; it is better to err in want and {cantinefs, than
« in too great excefs. Asitis better to have a fhaft
s a litcde too fhort, than over lomg; fomewhat roo light,
« than over-beavy; a little too fmall, than a great deal
« r00 big. And to err in thefe contraries cometh
« much, if men do not attend to the ort "of wood
- &« whereof the fhaft is made: for, fome wood is proper.
- €¢ for this excefs, fome for this framtine/s, and fore for
 the mean: as Brafil, Turkey-wood, fuftic, fugar-cheft,
“ and fuch like, make dead, beavy, lumpifb, bobling fbafts.
< Again, alder, black-thorn, fervice-tree, beech, elder, afp,
“ and fallow, (cither on account of their weaknefs or
¢ lightnefs) make bollow, farting, feudding, gadding
< fhafts. But, birch, bornbeam, fome forts of oak, and
“ fome forts of afb, beidg both ftrong enough to ftand
¢’in a bow, and alfo light enough to fly far, are beft
¢« for a mean. And although I know, that fome men
¢ fhoot fo ftrong, that the dcad woods are /ight enough
¢ for them; and others fo weak, that the Jsgfe woods
« are heavy enough for them; yet, generally fpeaking,
¢ for the moft part of men, the mean is the beft.
« Thus, no wood of its own nature is either too light,
* or too heavy; but as the thooter himfelf makes it
¢ comparatively fo, For, that fhaft which, one year, is
¢« too light and fcudding for a man ; for the fame rea-
¢ fon, the next year, may chance to be heavy and hob-
« Iiné. Therefore, 1 cannot exprefs, except generally,
¢ what is the beft wood for a fhaft; but let every man,
¢ when he knows his own ftrength and the nature of
« every wood, provide and fit himfelf accordingly.
- Yet, as concerning fbeaf-arrows for war; as I fup-
« pofe, it were better to make them of good #/, and
é yot of afp, as they are now adays. For of all other’
« woods, that ever I proved, aff, bcmg bxg, is fwiftef?,

¢ and
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s and again beavy to give a great ﬁrokc, which-2p
« will nor do. What heavinefs doth in a ftroke, every
“ man by experience can tell: therefore, afh, being
“ both fwifter and heavier, is'more fit for fheaf arrows,
« than afp” (17). ~

Thus far {peaks Afcham on the woods proper for
fhafts. In modern archery, only fve kinds of woods
are commonly ufed for arrows: four light, viz. deal, afp,
arbele and a fpecies of Jight wood, (probably popiar)
brought from Flanders: and rwo beavy, viz. lime, and
Femaica lance-wood. Of the firft kind, the Flemith
arrows are in great repute: it is faid, they are made of
that part of the tree which faces the esf?, being confe-
quently the drig. Deal (that is the yellow or red deal
with the turpentine in it) makes a very good arrcw,
but is apt to wear and fplinter. Afp being lighter than
this kind of -deal, is the more ufed of the two. The
arbele, in appearance and quality, fo nearly refembles -
the afp, that fcarce any difference is perceivable in thefe
- two woods: however, the" afp is the fiffeft, and the

arbele the moft fpongy. Lime is an excellent wood for
arrows: but unlefs highly dried, in which cafe it be-
comes brittle, it is fomewhat too heavy for many bows,
when ufed at the target. It makes a very good roving
arrow; as does Jance-wood, which, being much heavier,
_ is feldom ufed for any other kind of fthooting.  Flight
arrows are generally made of deal, afp or light lime,.
footed with lance-wood, or other hard wood. But, for
-wery fmall and light flights, deal feems to be the moft
eligible; as, being the ftiffeft wood, it ﬁands beft in

the bow.

(17) Afp, bemgavery light wood, is certainly not fo well adapt-
ed for war arrows. Arrows have, in modern days, been made of
ath: but they were very indifferent and by no mieans equal to thofe
made of lime ; which for war, feems greatly preferable to ath.

' L, SECTION
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SECTION .II.

OF WEIGHING AND PAIRING ARROWS,
Arrows weighed and paired in_former Times—Now
weighed by Troy-weight—Adcantages of this Me-
thod—Scale of Weight for Arrows ufed in different
kinds of Shooting—Confequence of Shooting with
. Arrows of unequal Weights.

A SCHAM is filent refpecting the weight of arrows:

yet, the prattice of weighing each arrow indivi- -
dually, againft a certain fandard weight, feems-to have
been very ancient: the cuftom or by- law of the cxty
of London (noticed in Part 3, note 9) making men-
tion of a pound arrow. It is faid, that old Kelfal, of
Manchefter, only paired his arrows; weighing one againt
another by means of a double loop at each end of a
ftick, which was made the beam of a balance. That-

‘our anceftors paid confiderable attention, not only to
" the weight, but alfo to the merits of each arrow, (which

could only be afcertained by a careful trial)’ we “may
collc& from the following authorities:

_¢¢ Their arrows finely pair’d, for tnmber, and for feather, .

¢. With birch énd brazil piec'd, to fly in any weather.”
. Drayt Poly-Olb. Song 26.

¢ And Chfton with a learing arrow, A

¢ Hee clave the willow wand.” (18)

- Robin Hood and Qt}een,Cathcrme “Garland.
Arrows

(18) The inhabitants of fome other parts of the world where
archery is fill in ufe, pay a fimilar attention to the merits of their
arrows, . Captain Turner (fpeaking of the inhabitants of Buxa-

dewa
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- . Arrows ‘are now weighed with the fame weights as -
ftandard filver, and marked accordingly: fo that an

arrow equal to five fhillings troy or filver-weight, is

called an arrow of five fhillings. This method is at-

' tended with many advantages: among others, it enables

us (o pair arrows to a very great nicety, and to deter-

mine inftantly, what arrow we fhall ufe for any Jow

and any /ength. By this means too, a clofer conneion’
is made between the /ight and beavy woods.

. It may be proper to notice here the different weights,

according to which arrows are ufually made, for the

various diftances and kinds of thooting; obferving, that,

in archery, diftance is meafured by yards or (as feems

to have been the moft ancient practice) by roods, the

rood. confifting of feven yards and an half, north country

meafure: and, that diftance is termed /length. '

THE SCALE. ‘ -

Lengths. ' Wéxgﬁt of Arrows. '
d. . s .d.
4 Roods ( 30 yards) from about 4 o to 6 o
8 ditto ( 6o ditto) dito 3 6 to 5 6

12 ditto 9odm°)} ditto

16 ditto (120 ditto) 3 o to 4 6

Roving arrows are much beavier, and flight arrows
much Jighter, than others; the former generally weigh-
ing from five fhillings to zen and even’ twelve fthillings ;
and the latter feldom exceeding four thillings. Yet, the
" above noticed weights are by no means arbitrary; but,
as Afcham has julty obferved, ¢ every man mult ufe

dewar in Tibet) informs us, that Guap the father of the prefent
Lama, has arrows famed for their remote and fteady flight ; which
have names infcribed on each of them, and places affigned to them
in a quiver in feparate cells. Account of an Embaffy to the court of
the Tefhoo Lamay in Tibet, inthe year 1783+ (Printed 1800.)

S ' : ’ « fuch
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% fuch an arrow a8 moft Juits him, and is beft adapted
¢ to the natare and power of his bow.” In anothet
relpe&, the weight of an arrow is an object of attention:
for, if an archer, after fhootmg for fome time (particus
larly at butt or target diftance) with two artows of equal
weight, changes one of them for another of much greater
“or much //fs weight; he will, if he loofes equally, im-
. mediately find, that the beavier arrow of the two-will
fall fbort of, and the Jighter one fly over the mark: and
that it will require fome little practice and fkill, to
keep both to the mark; efpecially if that is at any dif-
tance. On which account, in archery, three arrows are
~ called & pair; that, if one is broke, loft, or injured, the
- archer may have two (the aumber ufed at a nme) left
of equal welght.

SECTION III.
LENGTH OF THE ARROW.

Length of the Arrow not noticed by Afcham—Opinion
 refpeling the Length of the Arrow compared with
that of the Bow—Length of Flemi/lz Arrows—
Reafons—Length of Arrows ujéd in diftant Shoot-'

ing.

EITHER does Afcham notice the lengtb of the
arrow. It has long been a received opinion
"among archers, that, when the bow is of the length of
Jive feet eight inches from nock to nock, the beft length
for the arrow, if ufed at Jefs than mvmg diftances,
. ds twem‘y -feven mclm mcludmg the pile: and it may here

be
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Be obferved, that, in fpeaking of the length of arréws in

general, the pile is included in the meafure. Conforma-

bly with this opnmon, arrows have, for many years patt,
been made in England. The Flemith arrows are one
inch longer, probably on.account of their bows, which
are felf-bows, being, in general, longer than our backed

bows; and, confequently, fo/lswing the firing more.

In roving and fhooting great lengths, we generally
ufe a twenty-eight, fométlmcs a twenty-nine, and
even a thirty inch arrow. For, when the bow, in
. fhooting, is much elevated, the archer finds the range
“and power of his drawing arm much increafed.

We frequently find mention of a fandard arrow: (See
Remembrance of a Shooting, (anno 1583) &y W. M. iy
Waood's Bowman's Glory. Stow’s Survey of Londen, (1598)
p. 77. Robin Hood’s Garland.) This, no doubt, was
the fheaf or- war-arrow, made after a certain fcale”
or pattern, long preferved in the exchequer, but alfo
long loft and forgotten. Among the numerous ma+
nufcripts in the Cotton and Harleian collections,
relating to . orders in war, I have not been able
to find one which affords any defcription or a¢-

count ' of the fandard arrow. Moft of thofe orders -

(particulatly thofe iffued in the reign of Edward III.)
direct -a certain number of arrows [competentes] to be
made, without-any injun&ion refpeting their length or
fize. 1n the old ballad of Chevy Chace and in the Gat-
* land, ‘we read of arrows being ufed, fome of which were
a cloth yard and others an ellong. Afcham tells us,
¢ that, at the battle of Agincourt, the army of Hen. V.
¢ confifted of fuch archers (as the Chronicle fays) that
¢ moft part of-them drew a yard.” Clement Edmonds
fays, that in the reign of Henry V. the Englith bow-

“men did commonly thoot an arrow of a yard long efide

‘the head. Similar fa&s are mentioned of the Cornith
, Rebels

N

-
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. Rebels in the time of Henry VII. by Hollinthed.

. Chron. p.782; by Lord Bacon, in his Zj e:¢)7f that

* Monarch ; and by Carew, in his Sxrvey of Cornwal/, and
other hiftorians. Yet fome men, in thefe days, have
doubted -the truth of fuch reports: while others admit °
the fa&ts, but contend that the cloth yard was, at the
time fpoken of, only #birty inches. An accurate
attention to this fubje¢t will convince us, that there
feems to be very little ground to, difpute the veracity of
fuch authorities. |

The ftatute of the Staple, made in the 27th year of
Edward III. (c.'10.) Enats, « that there fhall be but
“ one weight, meafure and yard throughout the realm.”
- And .the ftatute of the. 18 Henry VI. c. 16. declares,
¢ that there fhall be but one meafure of c/oth through
¢ the realm, by the yard and the inch, and not by the
¢ yard and handful, according to the Loondon meafure.”
And, by a fubfequent ftatute (4 Edw. IV, c. 1.) broad
cloth was to be meafured by the yard and inch contain-
ing the breadth of a man’s thumb. To carry this part
of the fubje&t ftill further, it may be noticed, that
among the Cotton MSS. (marked Claudius, D.2.) is a
very ancient ftatute (which will be found in the Appen-
dxx to Runnington’s Statutes at large, p. 27) without any
_ date, intituled ¢ Compofitio ulnarum et perticarum:’
in which it is declared, ¢« zres pedes Saciunt ulnam.”

. - After various fearches among ancient manufcripts, for

the purpefe of afcertaining the truth of the falts in
queftion, I have been able to find only the following
one, which applies to the inveftigation; and which will, I
apprehend, be deemed of {ufficient authority to fatisfy all
doubt upon the occafion. It is an extratt from a MSS:
intituled “ Afairs from Public Records. Defence of the
“ State in the time of King Edward 111. both by Sea and
« -Lzmd, gatbered out of tbe Records by Robert Cotton.”
o - 9th
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« gth Year of ) * * 2 Otob. Rex mandavit maiori et
- the Reign. }“ vicecomitibus comitatis illius, emi
“ et p’videre faciant CCC arcus bonos

¢ et fufficientes, ac cordas ad eos com-

¢ petentes: nec non quatuor dolia fa-

« gittaru’ longitudinis unius. ulne, de

e bono et ficco maeremio; ac capita.

“ pro fagiuis illis bene acerata, et

“ falas* largas habentia. Et quod pre-

¢ dift’ arcus &c.-libe’nt’r conftabu-

« lar’ Turris: Lond’, vel eius locu’

“ tenenti per indentur’. m. 10. .
MI{/ Brit. Bibl. Cott. Fulius, c. 4..
Plut, 2 F.

It is true, that only wery long bows would carry fo
long an arrow ; and that only wery /long armed men could
“draw it to the head. So that this length ‘could not be
a general ftandard for the army, but only for the talleft
archers. And Sir John Smith tells us, that, in his time,
it was the ufual praltice for the foldiers to chufe their
- firlt (heaf of arrows, and to cut thofe fhorter, which
they found too long for their ufe. Anfwer to Mr.
Barwick. ' The Ratute of the 5 of Edward IV. (fee ante,
 Pp- 145) direCts the arrow to be ¢ three quarters of the
“ fandard” If this ftatute means three quarters of
the Englifp ell, then the .arrow would be of the
: lcngth of thirty-three inches and three-quarters: but
if it refers to the Englifb yard; then, the arrow would
be exaftly twenty-feven inches. In all probablhty,
the ftatute refers to this latter meafure, in which
the pile or head of the arrow is included: as the
arrows ufed in England and Scotland have time out of
mind, uniformly been twenty-feven inches, including

* % Probably alas, ,
< - the



the pile.  An ancient Englifh arrow is paw a very great
rarity, Mr. Waring is in pofieffion of a number. of
arrows, made precifely after an ancient barbed fheaf or
war arrow, which he procured; and which appears from
the fhepe of the hedd, to have been in ufe when armour -

". was worn. They are two feet four inches long,-from

- the nock to the point of the head ; (the latter being two

inches), are made taper-fhaped, and weigh about feven
fhillings. In the Leverian Mufeum is an 4ron arrow,
twenty-nine inches-long (including the head) and barbed,
which was dug up, fome few years fince, near the ruins
~ of Harwood Caftlein Yorkfhire. To follow conjecture
refpeQing its ufe; it may, from its durable quality, have
been kept as a fandard arrow for the North of England.

A

SECTION IV.
FORMS OF ARROWS._

Different forms of Steles fuited to different Shooters—
Reafons and Obfervations—— Principles of Arts
drawn from Obfervations on the IWifdom of Pro-
vidence in the Formation of Animals.

¢ - A GAIN,” fays Afcham, as no wood can be en-

a« - tirely fit for 4/l forts of fhafts; {o cannot ong
« fhape of the ftele be fit for every fhooter. For thofe
¢ which are {mall breafted, and large towards the head,
€ (called by their likenefs raper-fafbion, rufb-grown,
« and by fome merry fellows bvb-zails,) are fit for thofe
« who fhoot underband: becaufc thcy thoot with a_fof2

"~ . % loofe,
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¢« loofe, and force not a fhaft much in the breaft,
¢« where the weight of the bow lies; as may be per-
«_ceived by the wearing of every fhaft. - Again, the
« Jarge breafted fhaft is fic him, who fhoots right defore
¢ him; or elfe the breaft, being weak, would never ftand
« that ftrong powerful kind of fhooting. Thus, the-
¢ underband muft have a fimall breaft, to go clean away
¢« out of the bow; and the foreband miuft have a large
% breaft, to bear- the. great power of the bow, The
¢« fhaft muft be made round, nothing flat; without gall
¢ or wen,.for this purpofe. Becaufe, roundnefs, whe-
- % ther you take example in heaven or in earth, is the
_ ¢ fittet fhape and form for quick motion; and for the
¢ foon piercing any thing: and therefore, Ariftotle fays,
¢ that pature has made the rain round, that it might
¢« the more eafily enter through the air,”

In illuftration of this remark of Afcham’s, we may
. notice how often the principles of human arts are de-~
rived from our obfervations upon the wifdom of Provi-
dence, in the formation of animals, and in the various
gifts and intinéts which are beftowed upon them. .
We may, as the poet fays,  learn of the little Naytilus
 tofail,” and “ of the Bee to build the vaulted dome:"
and draw, with fuccefs, our rules of archery from the
rules of wature. 'We fee, that birds and fifhes are larger
in their middles thap at their extremes, in order that
they may float upon and move through their elements
with facility. Hence, it fhould feem, that a breafted
_(or high chefted) ftele is beft calculated for difrant flight,
by Afoating longer in the air, than one tapered or made
heavy towards the pile. Modern archers ufe the breafted
fteles for moft lengths, and particularly for fights; and,
indeed, except for very fhart lengths or in a rough wind,
that is the form moft generally preferred.

SECTION
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SECTION V. S

OF PIECING SHAFTS.

. Reafons—Origin—Utility.
SCHAM obferves, that piecing a fhaft with:
“ brazil, holly, or othet heavy woods, is to make
the pz/e-end proportionally heavy with the fearhers -
in flying, for the ftedfafter thooting. For, if the end
was full heavy with lead, and the wood next it light,
the head end would ever be downwards, and never
fly ftraight.  In piecing, two points” (by point, Af-

cham probably means pile, 'i. e. the length of the pile).

L {4
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are fufficient to prevent the moiftdefs of the earth

-penetratmo too much into the piecing, and fo

loofening the glue. Therefore, many points are more ’
pleafing to the eye, than profitadle for the ufe.” Some
ufed to piece their fhafts in the nock, with brazil or
holly, to counterweigh with the head: and I have,
fays he, feen fome for the fame purpofe, bore a hole
a little beneath the nock, and put lead into it. But

.yet none of thefe. means are at all neceffary; for the

nature of a feather in flying, if a2 man mark it well,
is able to bear up a wonderful weight. And I think
fuch piecing was firft introduced, when a good archer
had broken a good fhaft in the feathers; and, on ac-
count of the partiality he had for ir, was loth to lofe
it: therefore he would piece it. And then, by and

by, others, either becaufe it looked fmart, or becaufe

they would imitate a good archcr, cut their whole
. ¢ fhafts
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< fhafts and pieced them ; a thing, in my opinion, more
< expenfive than ufeful.”

Upon  the fubjeét of pmmg atrows, -Afcham fpeaks
: thh difcernment; for, generally fpeaking, it is only a -
Jfavourite arrow that is worth the experiment and ex-
~ pence. Moft arrows, when pieced, lofe fomewhat of
their original {pirit, and become more fluggith. Lime,
pieced with lance-wood or other hard wood, makcs a
very good rQVing arrow.

SECTION VI.

OF THE NOCK.

Nocks of drrows differently made— Advantages and
difadvantages of different Nocks confi dered—Obﬁzr-
wations on the double Nock. :

HE nock of the fhaft,” fays Afcham, <« is diffe-

e “rently made; for, fometimes it is large and full,
« fometimes handfome and fmall: fometimes wide,
‘¢ fometimes narrow; fometimes deep, fometimes fhal-
¢ low, fometimes round, and fometimes long: fome
¢ fhafts have one nock, and others have a double nock’s
“ each of which hath its advantage. The large and
¢ full nock may be well felt, and many ways faves a
¢ fhaft from breaking. The handfome and fmall nock -
« will go clean away.from the hand; the wide nock has
“ 70 advantage, but, on the contrary, often breaks the
* .fhaft, and /ps fuddenly out of the firing: while the
“ narrow nock avoids both thefe hatms. The deep
M “ and
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- ¢ and fong nock is good in wer, for fure kegping in the
¢ ftring. The fhallow and round nock is beft for ouvr
¢« purpofe in pricking, for clean delivery of a fhoot.
¢ And double nocking is vfed for double Surery of the
« fhaft.”

" Modern archery is unacquainted with the dosé/e nock ;
but it is fuppofed to have been a crg/s nock: in which
cafe, one of the feathers muft have ran on sbe bow.
Probably, this expedient was confined to arrews ufed
in war: and, certainly, it was better that an archer,
when in the field, thould have the feather of his arrow
run on the bow, than his fhaft rendered ufelefs by a
broken nock. And yet, it is difficult to conceive how
an arrow could be ufeful, if oze of the nocks was broke:
the breaking of the nock often extending as far as the
feather, which muft, in general, deftroy the intention of
the double nock.

The nock is made by the infertion of horn into the
end of the fhaft. Sometimes the nock is made of folid
horn: and fometimes of the wood and horn, the latter is
the leaft liable to burft.

In an old manufcript in the Britith Mufeum, (appa-
rently containing detached extra&ts from Afcham) is’

“the following obfervation, < fhafts pointed in the noek
¢ are more pleafing than profitable.” -

SFCeTION
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SECTION VII.

QF THE FEATHER. -

_ I'mportance of the Feather—Qbfercations on the Fea-
thers of different Birds—Their different Properties
in Archery—Value and Ufe of the Goofe-feather
in_former Days—Merits of the Turkey-feather—
Obfervations on.the Feathers of the Gaofe— Diffe-
rence of Feathers in the fame Wing— Reafons for

paying Attention to the Colour of the Feather—
Feathers the moft ¢fteemed when dropped.

A FTER obferving, that neither wood, horn, metal,
parchment, paper, or cloth, but only a feather is

fit for a thaft; Afcham tells us, ¢ that the featber is of no
¢ {mall importance (19), and that it requires great ata

(19) Arrows without feathers cannot fly far, and are greatl;) —
affeted by the wind. Afcham informs us, that among the ancie) '
ents, the Scythians (according to Heroditus) were the only people °
known to ufe arrows without feathers. Many African tribes ufe
fuch arrows at this day: but as they are generally infe@ed with
poifon, they are chiefly ufed again{t near obje@s. In the Turkith
quivers we fometimes find unfeathered fhafts, which, being

" larger at the nock and tapered from that to a very fine point, fly
but a very little way from the firongeft bow. Poffibly, they may
be ufed, in teaching young fhooters the raethod of drawing and
loofing the arrow with eafe and dexterity ; and in order to fave
them the trouble of following a feathered arrow, in its diftant °
flight. This fort of arrow might afford a curious and not un-
amufing conteft of fkill in far fhooting. It is faid, that if a light
fhaft is feathered at otk ends, the wood being lighteft at the pile~ ~ -
end and the feather trimmed low at the nock-end and high at the ™
pile-end, and fhot "againft the wind, that it will return back
again. And, that a fhaft feathered in the middle will, in its flight, /
make. a right angle. ‘ '

M 2 * tention.
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“tention. If you obferve,” fays he, « the feathers of
" ¢ all forts of birds, you will fee fome fo low, weak, and

¢ fhort; fome fo coarfe, ‘harfh, and hard; and the rib
¢ (which is the bard quill that divides the feather) fo
< brittle, thin and narrow; that it can neither be drawn,
 pared, nor yet well fet on: and, except it be a
« fwan’s feather for a dead fhaft, which I know fome
¢ good .archers have ufed; or a duck’s for a flight,
. ¢ which lafts but one fhoot; there is no feather but
« that of a goofe, which hath all advantages in it. And,
¢« certainly, at a fhort Butt, which fome men are ac-
“* cuftomed to ufe, the peacock feather doth feldom
“ keep up the fhaft, either ftraight or level, it is fo
- *¢ rough and heavy: fo that many, who have taken them
up for the fake of their gay appearance, have laid
them down again for the fake of utxllty T herefore,
¢ for our purpofe, the geofe feather is the bcﬁ for the
“ beft thooter”’(20).

€«

({3

At

(20) Afcham obferves, that as to the feathers of eagles, where-
with the unerring fhatts of Hercules are reported to have been
feathered: ¢ the eagles fly fo high, and are fo rare and difficult
“ to come at, that no regard had been paid to them.” In what
eftimation the feathers of thofe birds have been held in the Eaft,
we may learn from the following anecdote.

« Oppofite to the town of Babadagy, which is the feat of the
‘¢ Bafha of Siliftria, there is a mountain higher than the reft.

"¢¢ There are found in the neighbourhood of this city, eagles (called
Giujigien by the Turks and Tartars) which are farger than
all other birds; and in fo great plenty, that the bow-makers, all
over Turkey and Tartary, are from thence furnifthed with fea-:
thers for their arrows; although there are not above twelve
quills (and thofe in their tails) that are fit for that ufe, which
are commonly fold for a Leonine. They are reckoned better
¢ for that purpofe than all others: and a fkilful archer does not
¢¢ care to ufe any other. If a man has feveral arrows in his quiver,
<. made with other feathers, and but ozc among them fledged with
“ a quill of one of thefe eagles; that ome remalning untouched
"% will cat all the reft to the wood. And it feems to bave been

. ‘ * ¢ upon
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At the' time Afcham vrrote, torkeys were, perhaps,
not very common in England(m) or, if they were,
yet it is probable, that the merits of the grey-goofe wing,

~ {o'much celebrated both by our hiftorians and poets as

the archers fbeet-anchor, were fo well known and fo much’
valued by the archers, that turkey feathers were not

thought of, for arrows. However, the turkey fea-

ther is, perhaps, of little lefs value for the purpofe of
‘archery, than the goofe feather: particularly as the

former creates fome variety, at leaft, in arrows; which

we find Afcham approves of;; obferving, that ¢ when.

¢ you are acquainted with the properties of different

«¢ feathers, you may fit your fhaft according to your

«¢ fhooting, becaufe no one rule can fuit every man.”

The Flemifb arrows are chiefly feathered with turkey

feathers; and they have, of late, been adopted by our

Englith flecchers, Nor have I ever heard the ufe of
them condemned. They certainly poflefs a much

ftronger texture than goofe feathers, and feem to be

lefs affected by wet or moifture, which is unqueftionably

an advantage (22). In variety “and ftrength of colour,

fome of them-being (in the naturalift’s phrafe) beauti-

fully darred, they fir exceed thofe of the goofe; and .
they appear to take a dye much better,

¢¢ upon account of this_firength, that the Tartarian name of Gix-
¢ jigien was given to that kind of eagles.”” Hif. of the Othmgn
Empire, by Demetrius Cantimir, p. 319, note. C
(2 1) An old couplet fays,
Turkeys, carp, hops, piccarel and beer
Came in to England all in one year. 1524-

(22) Goofe feathers, after they are put upon the thaft, are ‘ge-
nerally covered lightly with gum-water, in order to give them a
greater degree of ftiffnefs, than what is natural to them. By which
means they. fly better and refift moifture the more. It is faid, that
if feathers are flightly wathed with a folution of:gum-copal in
fpirits of turpentine, (in the proportjon of one third of the former
to two thirds of the latter), that they will become impenetrable

gv moifture and wet; and, that fuch a varnifh will not impede
the flight of the fhaft, or otherwife injure the feather.

M3 «“ The



- [ 166 7T A

-« The old goofe feather,” continues Afcham, * is

« fiff and ffrong; good for a wind, and fitteft for a dead
-« fhaft: the young goofe feather is weak and fine, beft
“ for a_fwift.thaft; and it muft be trimmed at the firft
¢ thearing, fomewhat bigh; for, with fhooting, it will
¢ fettle and fa/l very much. T he fame thing, although
“ not fo much, is to be confidered in a goofe or a
¢ gander. A femny goofe, as her fleth is blacker,
<« coarfer and more unwholfome; fo is her feather, for
¢ the fame caufe, coarfer, harther, and rougher: and
- ¢¢ therefore, I have heard very good fletchers fay, that
¢ the fecond feather in one is better than the pinion in
¢ the other.”

« Betwixt the wings is little differemce, but you
« muft have different thafts of one flight, feathered with
- ¢ different wings, for different winds: for, if the wind
« and the feather go both ore way, the fhaft will be
¢ carried too much. The pinion feather, as it hath the
« firft place in the wing, fo it hath ‘the firft place in
“« good feathering.  You may know it, before- it is
pared by a bougbt which is in it; ; and again, when it
¢« is trimmed, by the thicknefs above and at the
¢« ground; and alfo, by the ftiffnefs and finenefs, which
- will carry a fhaft berter, fafter and further, as a fine
¢ fail-cloth doth a fhip.”

Notwithftanding this opinion of Afcham’s refpe@ting
the pinion-feather; ‘modern fletchers hold, that the
pinion-feather is fit only for a low feathered fhaft, being
crooked and ftiff ; and, that the fecond, third, fourth and
" other feathers in the wing, have the preference, accord-

- ing to their pofitions: but, that the fifth and following

feathers are weak, and feldom to be made ufe of.

 The colour of the feather is leaft to be regarded,
€ yet fomewhat to be looked to: for a good white you

& have



[ 167 ]
¢ have fometimes an ill grey. Yet furely, it ftands with
« gooa reafon to have the cock-feather - black. or grey,
¢ as it were to give a man warning to nock right. ' That
*¢ is called the cock feather which ftandeth above in right
¢ nocking ; which if you do not obferve, the other
. ¢ feathers muft neceflarily run on the bow, and fo fpoil
« your fhoot.”

In fhooting at the Butts, white. feathers have the
advantage of being more eafily difcernible, at the longer
- lengths, when they lightin the Butt, than dark coloured
ones.

The feathers of the gander are, for the moft part,
white, and thofe of the goofe black or gréy.

In the choice of a feather, fletchers prefer thofe which

are dropped to thofe whxch are plucked.

M4 SECTION
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SECTION VIII.

OF SETTING ON THE FEATHER.

\

Featkers Jhould be drawn and pared with Care—

Cautions and Reafons—Obfervations and Rules for
ufing Long and Short Feathers—QOpinion refpe&ling
the Inclination or Incurvation obferved in f[etting

on the Feather— How far adopted by other Nations

—Circularity the Primum Mobile in Archery. ’

ASCHAM fpeaking of the fetting on’ of .the

fc

€«

N {
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«
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¢
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«
13
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feather, fays ¢ you 'muft look that your fea-
thers are not drawn too haftily, but pared even
and ftraight with care. The fletcher is faid to draw a
feather, when he hath but one fweep at it with his
knife; and then he planeth it a little, by rubbing it
over his knife. He pareth it, taking time and care
to make every part of the rib apt to ftand ffraight and
ever upon the ftele. This thing, if a man take not
heed of it, he may, perhaps, have caufe to fay of his
fletcher, as in dreﬁ‘mg of meat is commonly faid of
cooks; and that is, that God fendeth us good feathers,
but the Devil mzugbty Setchers.  If any fletchers heard
me fay thus, they would not be angry with me, unlefs
they were bad fletchers; and yet, thofe ' fletchers
ought rather to amend themfelves for doing ill, than
be angry with me for {aying the truth,. The
rib in a f#iff feather, may be thinner, for fo it will
ftand cleaner on; but, in a weask feather you muft
: ¢¢ leave
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¢ leave a thicker rib: or elfe, if the rib (which is the
« foundation and ground wherein nature hath fet every
¢ divifion of the feather) is taken too near, it muft
“ needs follow, that the feather will fall and drop down;
¢ juft as any herb doth, which hath its root too clofely
¢ pared by the fpade. The length and fbortnefs of the
f¢ feather ferves for different fhafts; as a long fea-
% ther, for a long, beavy or big fhaft; the fbort feather
 for the comtrary. Again, the fhort feather may ftand
 further, the long feather nearer the nock. Your fea-
¢ ther muft ftand almoj} Jiraight on, but yct in fuch a
“ manner, that it may zurn round in flying.,’

Some modern archers hold this opinion with Afcham ;
namely, that each feather fhould be fet on inclining to
the right or to the left hand, according to the nature
of the wing; the extreme, neareft to the pile, of each
feather, being about one gquarter of an inch out of a
dire? line: which methad is faid to have been an
ancient practice, and well calculated to produce that
. rotatory motion in the arrow, which gives certainty
toits flight. While others difregard it, as of little or
no ufe. At prefent therefore, arrows are feathered
fometimes ftraight, and fometimes with an inclination.

The Chinefe-Tartars often carry this inclination
almoft round the arrow: but neither the Perfians or
Turks feather their arrows otherwife than in fraight
Jines.

And here,” continues Afcham, * I confider the won-
¢ derful nature of fhootmg, which ftandeth altogether
¢¢ by that faﬁuon, which is moft apt for guick moving ;
. and that is by roundng/} For firft, the bow muft
“ be gathered round;: in drawing it muft come round -
€¢ equally : the ftring muft be round : the ftele muft be
-¢¢ round: the beft nock round: the feather thorn fome-
# what round: the fhaft in flying muft turn round:

“ and
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© e and if it flies far, it flieth a rownd compays ; for- either
® above or beneath a round compafs, hindereth the fly-
% ing. Moreover, both the fletcher in making your -
¢ fhaft, and you in nocking your Ihaft, muft take
¢ heed that rwo feathers run equally on the bow. For,
¢ if one feather runs alone on‘the bow, it will foon be
¢« worn, and will not be able to match with the other
% feathers: and again, at the loofe, if the. fhaft -be
“ light, it will #art, and ifit be heavy it will bobble.”

¢ And thus as concerning the fetting on of your
- ¢ feather.”

SECTION IX.

OF TRIMMING THE FEATHER

Rules to be obferved in Trimming the Feather—
- Plucking of Feathers——Flmkt Arrows how Sea-
thered.

¢ TO thear a fhaft bigh or Jow, muft be as.the fhaft
is, heavy or light, great or fmall, long or
« fhort. ‘The fwine-back’d fathion makes the fhaft
* ¢ deader ; for it gathers more air than the faddle-back’d ;
« and thereforc, the faddle-back is furer for danger of
« weather, and fitter for fmooth flying. Again, to fhear
 a fhaft round, as they were wont fometimes to do, or
«¢ after the triangle fathion, which is much ufed now-a-
¢ days, both are good. For roundnefs is apt for flying
¢ of its own nature, and al] triangular fhapes, the fharp
““ point going before, are alfo namrally apt for quick
¢ entering; and therefore faith Cicero, that cranes taught .
“ by nature, always obferve in flying a triangular form,'
¢ becaufe tbat is fo apt to pierce and &0 through the air.”
¢ Laft
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<« Laft of all, plﬂchng of feathers is ‘of no avail, for
there is no certainty in it; thcrcforc, le€ every archer
“ have fuch fhafts, that he may both know them and
« truff them upon every change of weather. Yet, if
¢ they muft needs be plucked, pluck them as little as
¢ can be; for fo fhall they be lefs inconftant.”

¢« And thus” fays Afcham, « I have knit up in as
¢« fhort a fpace as I could, the beft feathers, JSeatbering,
« and fbearing a fhaft.” :

All flight- arrows have the feathers very fbort, and cut
very law generally not longer than three inches, nor
‘bigher at the nock-end, than balf aninch, On very foort

and light flight arrows, they are cut proportlonally
fhorter and lower.

SECTION X.
OF THE HEAD.

* Origin and Ufe of the Heud— Different kinds of Heads -
for Pricking—Obfervations on the Ufe and Effed -
of each— Materials of Heads—Comparifon between

" the different Effeéls of fharp and blum‘ Heads fup-
ported by Experiment.

ECESSITY,” fays Afcham, * invented a fhaft-
« 4L N pead: firft, to fave the end from breaking, then
¢ it made it fharp, to Jick better; afterwards, it made
¢ it of firong matter to laf} better : laft of all, the expe-
¢ rience and wifdom of men have brought it to fuch
<« perfetion, that there is no one thing fo ufeful’ belong-
“ ing to artillery, either to ftrike a man’s enemy forer
¢ in war, or to thoot nearer the mark at home, than is
C‘ a.
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« a ‘proper head for both purpofes.: For, if a. fhaft
« wants a head, it is worth nothing for either uft'(23).!
« Therefore, feeing that heads are fo neceffary, they,
¢« of neceflity, muft be attended to. Iroz ‘and feel are
¢ the fitteft for heads.” '

¢ Now, with refpet to heads for pricking (24),
« which is our purpofe, there are feveral-kinds: fome
¢« are blunt heads, {fome fharp, fome both blunt and:~
¢ fharp. The dlunt heads men ufe, becaufe they per-
« ceive them to be good to keep a length with. They
«.keep a good length, becaufe a man pulls them no
« further at one time than at another: for, in feeling
« the plump end always equally, they may loofe them
¢ equally: yet, in a wind and againft the wind, the
<« weather hath fo much power on the broad end, that
< no.man can keep any fure length with fuch an head.

.(23) An arrow without a head will not fly to any confiderable
diftance, particularly if the pile end of the fhaft does not wutieigh
the nock-end. Lor_d Bacon, indeed, tells us (what muft require
extraordmary faith in his opinion to credit) that an arrow, with-
out an iron point. will penetrate to the depth of eight inches into-
a piece of wood, when fhot from a Turkifh- bow ; while another
arrow, kaving an iron point, will not penetrate near fo deep. See
"Expt. Solitary, 704. Nat. Hif: We read that Lord Clifford fell
in the battle of Towton; an arrow without an head, thot from a
bow of fome one laid in ambufh, having pnerced through his
throat, and ftuck in bis neck.  Speed, p. 687.

(24) Afcham obferves, that ¢ the heads of the Englith arrows
¢ were better in war, tham either forked heads or broad arrow
¢ hedds; for, the end-being homer, they flew a great deal fafter,
¢ and gave a feverer ftroke.” Thofe ufed when armour was
worn, were folid, and nearly heart-thaped, with fmall barbs and
ridged. In a preceding feCtion tPart. 4. Chap. 6. Sec. 3.)
is noticed an order for arrows iflued in the Reign of Edward 1II.
which dire@s that the wirgs or beards of the heads fhall be made
large. Mr. Mofeley has given Plates of a variety of arrow-heads,
for war. They are taken chiefly from thofe engraved in Pére
Daniel’s Hiffoire de la Milice Francoife ; and feem to have been, for
the moft part, arrow-heads ‘ufed by the French, and particularly
by the crofs-bowmen.

{
« Therefore
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Therefore, a blunt head, in-a mlm or down wmd 1s
very good; otherwife none worfe.”
¢« Heads fharp at the end, without any {houldcrs,

(I call that the fhoulder in a head which a man's

finger fhall feel before it. comes to the point) will

«« pierce quickly through a wind, but yet the fharp

head has two dlfadvantagcs the one, thatit will keep
no kngth:. it keeps no length, becaufe no man can

pull it w1t'hA certainty as far at one time as at

another; it is not drawn with certainty fo far at one
time as at another, becaufe it wants the fhouldering;
wherewith, as with a fure token; a man may be
warned when to loofe: and alfo, becaufe men are.
afraid of fetting the fharp point in the bow. The
other difadvantage is that, when it is lxghtcd on the
ground, the finall point fhall every time: be in dan-
ger of being hburt, which thing, of all’ athers, will
{fooneft make the fhaft ta lofe the length.”

« Now, fince blunt heads are good to keep a length
with, yet bad for a wind: fharp heads, good to pierce
the weather, yet bad for a length: ' certain head-
makers (dwelling in London) perceiving the advan-
tages of both kinds of heads joined with an incon-
venience, invented new files and other inftruments;
wherewith they brought heads for pricking to fuch
perfetion, that all the advantages of both heads
fhould be united in one, without any difadvantdge at
all. They made certain kinds of heads, which men
call high-ridged, crefted or fhouldered heads, or filver-

‘¢ fpoon heads (on account of the likenefs fuch heads

«<

(]

have to the knob end of fome filver {poons). Thefe
heads are good, both to keep a length and alfo to

€¢ pierce a wind: to keep a length, becaufe a man may

€<

with certainty pull them to the fhouldering every
fhoot,
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¢ fhoot, and no further. Tao pierce a wind, becaufe
¢ the point, from the fhoulder forwards, breaks the
¢ . weather, as all other fharp things do. So, the blunt
¢¢ fhoulder ferves for the fure keepmg a: length: the
¢« point allo is always fic for pnercmg in rough and
¢ troubled weather.”

With refpect to the materials for heads, (which whcn
not ufed in war are termed péles) it may be noticed,

- that the modern Flemifh fletchers make many heads of
dorn, which anfwer extremely well; but they are chiefly
ufed for the two fbort lengths; namely, the four-rood
length, and the eight-rood length.

Aﬁ:hams obfervation, that Jbarp heads pierce the -
wind better .than &lunt ones, deferves fome confidera-
tion; and may require further experiment. The fol- .
Iowing trial -te prove the juftnefs of his opinion, was °
Iately made. Six arrows, of equal length and weight,
were conftruted with very great nicety ; zbree of them
having /barp piles; and the other three of them having
that fort of pile, which Afcham mentions to have been .
made by the London head makers (now called a
reving pile) : the fitft three were fhot againft the latter,
feveral times, the wind being very gentle; and, the
refult was, that the dlunt piles always flew further than
the fharp ones, by about fficer yards. - ’

SECTION
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SECTION xI.

OF SETTING ON THE HEAD.

Rules fér_ fetting on the Head— Reafons why the fhort

Head is better than the long Head.

< HEADS fays Afch#m, fhould be fet fy// on and
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clofe on. Full on, is when the wood is beat
hard up to the end or ftopping of the head. Clofe
en, is when there is left enough wood on every fide
the fhaft to fill the head: or when it is neither toe
fmall nor 'ygt too large. If there is any fault in any
of thefe points, the head, when it lights on an hard
ftone or ground, will be in danger either of breaking
or being othcrwife injured. Stopping the head with
lead, or any thing elfe, is now needlefs: becaufe,
every ﬁlmr <poon or fbouldered head is-fto pped of
itfelf. Short heads are better than long: for firft,
the long. head is worfe for the maker to file ftraighe
equally every way: again, it is worfe for the fletcher
to fet ftraight on: thirdly, xt is aJways in more dan‘

ger of breakmg when it is on.”

/

CHAP,
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CHAPTER VIL

'~ OF THE BELT, TASSEL AND GREASE-POT.

N

Their different Ulfes.

\

HESE articles have already been enumerated
among the neceflary appendages of an archer.

. The' Belt (to which the taffel and greale-pot are fuf-
pcnded) is furnithed with a /el to receive the arrows
for immediate ufe.

The Taffel, which is made of worﬂ:cd (generally
green,) is ufed for the purpofe of wiping the arrows after

“they are drawn from the ground.

The Greafe-Pot (which is made of wood or horn)
1s filled with a compolition of fuet and white wax, to be -
put occafionally upon the fingers of the thooting-glove,
to render them more pliant, and caufe a ready and cafy
loofe. ,
- Inftead of the taffel and greafe-pot; the arcbcrs, in
former times, were, as Afcham tells us, always pro-’
vided with a plece of cloth and fome deer’s fuet.

CHAP-



<¢

({4

€€ -

€
{3
¢

(14

N { &

({4

I3

[ 177 ]

CHAPTER VIIL o

OF SHOOTING IN GENERAL.

SECTION I.°

. General ngﬁzrvations—Faults ob/éﬂ'ed in Arclers—

Afcham’s Five Points of Archery. -

E that would attain high perfection in fhoot-
ing,” fays Afcham, “ muft' needs begin to
learn it in his youth ; the omitting of which thing
in England caufes both fewer 'fhooters, and alfo,
that every man that is a fhooter to fhoot worfe than
he might, if he were taught. But the not having
ufed fhooting in his youth fhould - difcourage no
man that is wife., For, wifdom may work the fame
thing in a2 man, that nature doth in a child.”
¢ A child, by three things, is brought to excellence.
By aptnefs, defire and fear. Aptnefs makes him plia-
ble like wax, to be formed and fafhioned even as a
man would have him. Defire, to be as good or better
than his fellows, and fear of them whom he is under,
will caufe him to take great labour and pains with
diligent heed in learning any thing: whereof proceed- -
eth, at the laft, excellence and perfeCtion. A man
may, by wjfdom in learning of any thing, and efpe- -
cially to .fhoot, have thrcc like ‘advantages alfo:
whereby he ma\, as it werc, become young again,
N “and
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« and fo attain to excellence. For, as a child is apt
“ by natural youth, fo a man, by ufing at the firft
¢ weak bows far underneath his ftrength, fhall be as
« pliable and ready-to be taught fair fhooting, as any
- ¢ child: and dasly afe of the fame fhall both keep him in
« fair fhooting, and alfo, at the laft, bring him to ftrong
« fhooting. And, inftead of the fervent defire, which
« provoketh a child to be better than his fellow; let a
« man be as much ftirred up with fbame to be worfe than
" ¢ all other. And, the fame place that fear hath in a
“ child, to compel him to take pains, the fame hath
¢ Jove of fbooting in a man, to caufe him to forfake no
« labour, without which no man nor- child can be
- & excellent. - And thus, whatfoever a child may be
 taught by aptnefs, defire and fear; the fame thing, in
¢ fhootmg, may a man be tauoht by wcak bows,
« fhame and love.

“ The beft fhooting is always the moft graceful
¢ fhootings and Craffus fheweth in Cicero, that as
« gracefulnefs is the chief point and moft to be fought

“ for in all things, fo-gracefulnefs alone can never be
< _taught by any art or craft, but may be perceived well
« when it ijs done, not well defcribed how it thould -
“ be done. * If a man would fet before his eyes five or
« fix of the beft archers that evef he faw fhoot; and of
“ one learned to fand; of another to draw; of another
€ to Joofe; and fo take of every man what every man
¢ could do beft; I will venture to fay, he woyld come
“ to fuch gracefulnefs, as never man came to yet.
¢ But faults in archers do exceed the number of archers,
« which are caufed by the ufe of fhooting, without
¢ teaching.”

-« Al the difcommodities,” fays Afcham in the quaint
Phrafeology and curious Orthography of the fixteenth
century, * whiche ill cuftome hath graffed in archers,

. ¢¢ can
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,canlneyther be quycklye poulled oute, nor yet fone

reckened of me, they be fo manye.

« Some fhooteth his head forwarde, as though he
woulde byte the marke: an other ftareth with hys
eyes, as though they fhulde flye out: an. other wink-
eth with one eye and loketh. with the other: fome
make a face with wrything theyr mouth and counte-
naunce fo, as though they were doyng you wotte
what: an other blereth out his tongue: an other
byteth his lyppes: an other holdeth his neck a wrye.
In drawing, .fome fet fuch a compafie, as thoughe, .
they woulde, tourne about and ke (25) all the
feelde: other heave theyr hand nowe up now downe,
that a.man cannot deterne whereat they wolde fhote:
an other waggeth the upper ende of his bow one way,
the neyther ende an other waye: an other wil ftand
poyntinge his fhafte at the marke a good' whyle, and,
by and by, he will gyve him a whip, and awaye or 2
man wite(26) : an other maketh fuch a wreftling with |
his gere, as thoughe he were able to fhoote no more as
longe as he lyved: an other draweth foftly to the
myddes and, by and by, it.is gon you cannot know
how: an other draweth his fhafte lowe at the breafte,
as thoughe he woulde fhoote at a rouyng marke, and,
by and by, he lifteth his. arm up pricke heyghte: an.
other maketh a wrynchinge with his backe, as'though
a man pynched hym behynde: an other coureth
downe, and layeth out his buttockes, as though he

\

(25) “ This alludes to the a&ions of the Romifh Prieft in pub-

lic benedi&tions. This paflage may explain a very obfcure

< phrafe in Spzufer, who calls waiving the {word in circles, élefing
&% the fword.” Bennet's Afcham. Note. )
+ (36.) In modern phrafeology, this expreflion would be ere

man is aware.

N =2 « fhoulde
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fhoulde fhoote at crowes (27): an other fetteth for-
warde his lefte legge, and draweth backe with head.
and fhowlders, as thoughe he pouled at a rope, or els
were afrayd of the marke: an other draweth his
fhafte well, untyll within two fimgers of the head, and
than he ftayeth a lyrtle, to looke at hys marke, and,
that done, pouleth it up to the head, and lowfeth: which
waye, although fumme excellent fhooters do ufe, yet
furely it. is a faulte, and good mennes faultes are not
to be followed: fumme drawe to farre, fumme to
fhorte, fumme to flowlye, fumme to quickely, fumme
holde ouer longe, fumme lette go ouer fone, fumme
fette theyr fhafte on the grounde,.and fetcheth him
vpwarde; an other po: ateth up towarde the fkye,
and fo bryngeth him downwardes.”
¢ Ones I fawe a manne whyche ufed a brafar on his
cheke, or ells had {cratched all the fkynne of the one
fyde of his face with his drawynge-hand: an other I
fawe, whiche, at euerye fhoote, after the loofe, lyfted
up his ryght legg fo far, that he was euer in jeoper-
dye of faulyng: fumme ftampe forwarde, and fumme
leape backwarde, All thefe faultes be eyther- in the
drawynge, or at the loofe; with many other mo,
whiche you may eafilye perceyue, and fo go about to
avoyde them.”
¢« Nowe afterwarde, whan the fhafte is gone, men
haue manye faultes, whyche euell cuftome hath
broughte them to, and fpecially in cryinge after the
fhafte, and fpeakynge woords fcarce honeft for fuche
an honeft paftyme. Such woords be verye tokens
of an ill mynde, and manifefte fignes of a man that
is fubjecte to immefurable affeftions. Good mennes .
eares do abhor them, and an honeft man therefore

' wyl auoyde them.”

- (2%) ¢ That man holdeth his bow like a crow- hepcr » Shak/.

Lear. A&t 1V, fc 6

. ' ‘ “ And
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¢ And befydes thofe whiche' muft nedes haue theyr
tongue thus walkinge; other men ufe other fautes ; -
as fome will take theyr bow and wrythe and wrynche

¢ jt, to poule in his fhafte, when it flyeth wyde, as yf

«

he draue a carte. .= Some wyl gyue two or three

. ftrydes forwarde, daunfing and hoppynge after his

fhafte, as long as it flyeth, as though he were a mad
man.  Some, which feare to be farre gone; runne
backwarde; as it were to poule his fhafte back;
an other runneth forwarde whan he feareth to
be fhort, heauynge after his armes, as though he
woulde helpe his fhafte to ﬂyc. "~ An other writhes
or runneth afyde, to poule in his fhaft ftrayght. One
lifteth up his heele, and fo holdeth his foot ftill, as
long as his fhafte flyeth. "An other cafteth his arm,

’ backwa,rde after the lowfe. And an other fwynges

hys bowe aboute him, as it were a man with a ftaffe
to make roume in a game place. And manye other

faultes there be, which nowe come not to my remem-

braunce.” ‘

¢« Thus, as you have hearde, many archers, wyth
marryng theyr face and countenaunce, wyth other
partes of theyr bodye, as it were menne that thoulde
daunce antiques, be farre from the comelye porte
in fhootyng, which he that woulde be excéllent muft
looke for..

¢ Nowe ymagen an archer that is cleane wyth-
out al thefe faults, and I am fure every man would
be delyghted to fe hym fhoote.”

Having thus given us a pretty long catalogue of

archers faults; Afcham, in the next place, tells us, that
graceful (hooting confifts of thefe things; of

Standing, Nocking, Drawing, Holding, and Loofing.

Thefe five principal heads (which are now generally'

termed Afcham’s Five Points of Archery) will be arranged

N 3 under
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under different fetions; in order to their being the
nyore diftinctly noticed and clearly underftood. But, as
an archer, after having furnithed himfelf with a bow,
muft begin with fringing and bracing it; fome obferva-
tions upon thofe two heads, feem to be very neceffary
for his information, before he proceeds to apply the
arrow to the ftring. And ftringing the bow firft
offers itfelf to our notice: in treating of which Afcham
T owill pe our guide. :

SECTION 1I.

OF STRINGING THE BOW.

Lautions—Different Effe@s of the high and low Bend

 ~—Rule for afcertaining the proper Bend—Of
Stringing a Bow that is cafi—Pofition of  the
String to be attended to. ‘

o IN ftringing your bow,” fays Afcham, * you muft
" #¢ = obferve the proper length of it. For if the ftring
* is too fhort, the bending will give, and at laft flip

 and endanger your bow. If too long, the bending

- muft of neceflity be in the fmall of the ftring, which,
* being hard drawn, muft ¢onfequently fhap in funder,
“ to the deftruttion of many good bows. Befides,
¢ you muft fee that your bow is well nocked, left the
¢ fharp edge of the horn cut the ftring in two. And

"' % that cohmonly happens when the ftring, at the bot-
¢ tom horn, has but one twift to hold itfelf by. You
< muft alfo obferve to fet your ftring ftraight on, or
¢ elfe one end of the bow will writh contrary to the

¥ other, and break the bow. When the ftring begins,

“¢ never fo little, to wear, truft it not, but caft it away;

' ‘ « for
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"« for, ;t u an ill JSaved balf-penny that cp_/l; @ man a
« ¢rown.”’
«¢ Alfo, in Ttringing your bow, you muft have regard
% ¢0 an high or a low bend, for they are dire&tly con-
« trary in their purpofe, The low or finall bend has.
« but one advantage, which is in fhooting guicker and
$¢ further than the other: the reafon of which is, thar,
s¢ when the bend is low, the ftring has a longer fpace
“ to a& in before it parts with the thift. The high -
¢« or great bend poffeffes, many advantages: for*if -
- ¢ makes the drawing and fhooting cafier, the bow
¢¢ being half drawn. It does not require a bracer, for
"« the ftring, being at a great diftance from the bow,
¢¢ feldom if ever reaches the arm: And, for the fame
¢ reafon, will fcarcely ever hit a man’s clothes, It
¢ does not injure the fhaft-feather, as the low bend
< often does:, and it admits of 2 man fecing his mark,
< much better than the latter. Therefore, let your bow
¢ have a very good bend, a fbaftment and two fingers
¢ af the leaff.” ~
It has long been the cuftom, to afcertain the due
bending or (as it is now generally termed) bracmg of
the bow by placing the fit perpendicularly on the inte-
rior upper end of the handle, raifing up the thumb as
high as it will reach. If the ftring touches the extre-
mity of the thumb, the bow is deemed to be well
braced ; if it is higher or lower than the extremity of
the thumb, it muft be altered accordingly. By the
Jbaftment, Afcham means either -that part of the fhaft
or arrow which is occupied by the feathers, or elfe, that
part of it which extends from the nock to the point of
the feathers neareft the pile. Both the meafure by the
thumb thus extended, and this thaftment (if the feathers
" are not fet very far from the nock) will be found to be
* about fix inches, which is fuppofed to be a fufficient
N 4 bracing
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“bracing for common lengths. For very long lengths,
the rheafure of the bending may be half an inch or one
inch lower: but when bows bend forwards, or (in the
archers phrafe) follow the firing wvery much, they necef-
farily enlarge the bending, and carry the ftring further
from the bow. ,

If a bow is caft on one fide (which will foon bc difs
covered by looking down it when it is braced), let the
ftring at that end of the bow which is caft, lie moft
on the convex fide, which will tend to bring the .
bow into its proper line, and in fome degree re-

"medy the defe@ while it exifts. This pofition of the
ftring thould be occafionally attended to, during the time
of fhooting, left it thould alter. And, the fame occa-
fional attention thould, iz general, be paid to the ftring;
as the noofe will fometimes flip a little awry although the
bow is not caft ; and, if the nock of the upper horn is
not made true, the eye of the ftring will incline to on¢
fide, and makc the bow crooked,

SECTION III.
OF BRACING AND UNBRACING THE BOW.

Ancient and Modern -Metlzoa’s.

THERE are two ways of bracing, and two of un-
- bracing, the bow. The old method of bracing
was performed by refting the lower horn of the bow
upon the ground (the belly of the bow being turned
towards the archers body) ; and whilft one knee prefled
the belly outwards and the infide of one hand fupportcd
the upper end of the bow, the ftring was flipped into
the nock, with the other hand The modern way of

performing
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" -performinig this, " is to fet the lower horn of the bow on

the ground (the bow being held obliquely and the back
turned -towards the archer’s body) againft the infide of
one foot, turning the toe of that.foot a little inwards to
- prevent its {lipping ; and.to pull up the bow ftrongly
at the handle with one hand, whil{t the writ of the
other hand, placed almoft perpendicularly, prefles
down the upper limb, of the bow,-and the thumb and
" knuckle of the fore-finger of the latter hand carries the
eye of the firing into the nock. When the bow is very
ftrong, by quickening the motion of the bracing-hand
~the bracing will .become eafier. This method of
bracing a bow is not common to all archers. Some
extend their finger, and others both the thumb and
- finger, bearing upon the palm of the hand or brawny
patt of the thumb to bring the ftring into the nock.
But herein, as well as in many other points in archery,
. ‘an archer will find it neceflary to confult eafe and his:
own particuldr ftrength. The bow may be unbraced
by holding it "in the fame pofition, prefling down the
upper limb in the fame manner, and unhinging the eye
of the ftring with the thumb and forefinger; or, by
placmg the lower horn on the ground, keeping the
bow in an pblique pofition, and prefling the belly, at
.the handle, outwardly with one hand; whilft the inte-
rior fide of the other hand fupports the upper limb of
the bow, and the fore-finger of that hand unhinges the
- ftring.
In StruttsHorda-Angelc}nnarz (vo] ii. pl. iii. fig. 15.)
. -will be found engravmos of ancient Norman Archers,
one of which is feen bracing his bow according to the
.ancient cuftom above noticed.

If the bow is fomewhat too powerful for the archer
alone to brace, he will be able to brace it with eafe, by
';h,c affiftance of anqther. perfon placing his finger on the

upper
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upper horn, and bringing that downwards at the time
the archer pulls up the bow at the handle and carries
. the firing into the nock: or, by placing the upper horn
of the bow under any kind of ledge or other fuppert,
and keeping it from flipping away, by pufhing the lower
horn towards the ledge ftrongly with his foot, whilft his

" hand carries the ftring into the nock.

SECTION IV,
OF STANDIXG.

Rules to be obferved in afcertaining the proper Pofition
and Attitude of an Archer—Authorities—Remarks .
_and InfiruGions—Reference to the Frontifpiece—
Chara&teriftics of Archery—The Archer's Attitude
a Subject of Admiration.

« THEﬁrﬂ:pOint inthooting,” fays Afcham, ¢ which

requires the attention of the fhooter, is to take fuch
« a footing and fanding (28) as fhall be both pleafing to
« the eye, and advantageous to his purpofe: fetting his
« countenance and all other part of his body in fuch a

(28) What Afcham here terms fanding, he might with propri-
ety have called pofition, figure, or attitude : for, his obfervations
upon this head embrace more than the mere footing ; and, in a fub-
fequent part of his work (fee pof, fec. 12.) : he again makes ufe
of this word fanding, in a more confined fenfe, and to fignify
barely the footing. On which account I have, for the fake of
diftin&ion, ventured to fubftitute the latter for the former word,

. as the head of the feCtion referred to.

¢ manner
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¢ rhanner and’ pofition, that both all his ftrength may
< be employed moft to his own advantage; and his
¢ fhot made and managed to other men’s pleafure and
¢« delight. A man muft not go haftily about it, for that
¢¢ is rathnefs; nor yet make too much ado about it, for
« that is over-care: one foot muft not ftand too far
¢ from the other, left he ftoop too much, which is un-
¢ becoming; nor yet too near the other, left he thould
¢ ftand too ﬁralght up; for fo a man fhall neither ufe
“_his ftrength well, nor yet ftand ftedfaftly. The mean.
“ betwixt both muft be kept, a thing more pleafant
¢ to behold when it is done, than eafy to be taught
% -how it thould be done.”

Afcham, having before enumerated all the faults, in
his recolletion, ufual among .archers, (moft of which
do not feem to have been gentlemen’s faults; for, we
may fuppofe that he took many of his hints from
clowns, and the inferior claffes of people who came to
thoot with their betters) hds, in the next place, given us
an hafty fketch of the true pofture which an archer thould
adopt. But this part of. archery requires much expla-
nation, although, as Afcham juftly obferves, it is moft
difficult to be taught or defcribed by the pen. How-

. ever, by way of confirmation to Afcham’s remarks,
and the better to explain this part of archery, which
merits great attention, two authorities occur: the firft
is taken from Bifhop Latimer; who, in his fermon
_ {quoted p. 80.) fays, “in my time, my poore fa-
« ther was as diligent to teach me to fhute, as to
¢ learn any other thinge: and fo I thinke other menne
¢ dyd theyr children. He taught me howe to drawe,
« howe to Jaye my bodye in my bowe, and not to drawe
“ with firength of armes, as divers other nations doe;
‘ but with ﬁrcngth of the bodye.” And the other from
Nicoll’s
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Nicoll's London’s. Artillery;. wherein he defcribes the pro-.

. per figure of an archer, thus,

.
[0

T .

i

Aformer fhould be almoft parallcl o thc mark, whilft

« Setting his left leg fomewhat foorth bcfore,

“¢ His arrow with his right hand knocking fure,
¢ Not flooping, nor yet fianding fireight upright,

¢ Then with his left hand litle ’bove his fight,
¢¢ Stretching his arm out, with an eafy ftrength
 To draw an arrow of a yard in length.”

The archer fhould not oppofe his front but his fide to
the mark; by which means he not only eyes it better,
but alfo gives a greater {cope to his drawing arm.

By laymg the body in the bow, is meant the inclination
of the bead and cheft a little forwards: but the archer
muft bend as little as poffible from the waif, and muft
beware of inclining to his lft fide. This inclination

forwards, not only enables him to bring his bow-arm

‘more in a dire& line with his drawing-arm, and to fee
his. mark better; but alfo, at the faime time, frees his
his cheft;. coat and hat (which latter fhould be tu;ncd
up on the fhaft-hand fide) from the ftring, in its
return: and, when the bow-arm is brought forward,
the ftring will not catch the upper edge of the bracer;
which young archers often perceive, without being able
to difcover the caufe or to remedy the fault. His

“knees fhould be fraight, not bent, his hams being ex-

tended, but poflefling an ez/y firmnefs; and he fhould
keep his feet flaz and firm upon the ground, without
refting more upon one leg than on the other; for, a
partial bearing upon one leg tends to render him un-
fteady, and to enervate his whole action. Yet, it has
been obferved, that the moft perfet archer of this day
was accuftomed to lay a /iftle more ftrefs upon the
right than upon the left leg. His left foot fhould be
advanced a little before the right; the outfide of the

the

1
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*" the lattcr may retain ‘its common ealy poﬁuon Thﬂ
heels may be about five or fix inches apart. - J

It is, perhaps, more within' the power and compafs
of the pencil, than the pen, to exprefs and do juftice to
this part of archery; and therefore, the young archer

is referred to the figure which forms the frontifpiece to
thefe -trats (the produétion of a celebrated modern -

artift).  The defign of this figure is to aid the foregoing

verbal defcription, by conveying to the eye as accurate:
a reprefentation as the pencil can well command, of the

C—y

true ‘pofition and attitude of an archer, drawing his - -

bow . at a point blank mark. It is not, indeed, an eafy
tafk .for the greateft-artift to exprefs correttly and
unitedly all the. charateriftic points of a perfe& archer,
in the a& of drawing the bow and loofing the arrow :
which form a difplay of frength, eafe, coolnefs, rejolution,
or fixed defign, dexterity and vigour, that moft evidently
indicate the united effort of the body and the mind;
and form that model of gracefulnefs, the attainment of
which is fo pointedly recommended by Afcham.

. In the archer’s attitude, manlinefs and ftrength firft

ﬁrlke us: for there is fcarcely a mufcle in the whole -

body, which does not perform a partin this united
altion. To thefe we fee joined a natural eafe, fo
neceflary to give a proper {cope to the due exertion of
bodily ftrength, and which is fupported by a‘coolnefs
that carries with it the idea of pains and attention, and
prognofhcates fuccefs: the expectancy of which is
heightened by an apparent firm and fteady refolution or
© fixed defign, highly pourtrayed in the eye, which feems
rivetted to the mark and looking in the center of tbar
for the arrow which is 7ot yet logfed. Laftly, we ob-
" ferve that critical nicenefs and dexterity, added to an -
" ‘ energy
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energy and vngour in_loofing the arrow, fo effentially °
neceffary to crown the whole.

The figure of an archer drawing his bow has always
been a theme of admiration; as moft juftly conveying
a “true idea of the ftrength, elegance and dignity of the
human form.

Captain Turner, whofe travels have been quoted a
little before (page 152, note), fpeaking of the archery of
the Booteeans, of whofe ikill in the ufe of the bow he
was an eye-witnefs, makes the following remark. It
« was,” fayshe, “ impoffible to behold their fport with-
¢ out admiration; for, befides the ftriking péculiarities
“ in the perfon and drefs of a Booteean, the a&t of
 drawing the bow exhibits, in my opinion, one of the
“ moft graceful attitudes of mufcular exertion: the
¢ fencing fchool has not one that difplays an athletic
¢ figure to greater advantage.” Embaﬁ in Tibet,
Part 2. Cb. 1.p. 180.

The archer’s atiitude did not fail to excite the talents
and emulation of the greateft artifts in former ages; to
which, the produtions of the ancients, ftill in cxn&cncc,
will bear ample teftimony. The poet, the painter, the
fculptor and thé engraver appear to have been equally
indebted to archery, for many of their exquifite per-,
formances (29). -

So

(29) The followmg trifling occurrence led me to confider the
great lofs fuftained by the poet and the painter, on the difufe of the
bow. ~Pafling a few days ago, through a principal ftreet in Loa-
don, I obferved upon the pavement, the endeavors of a poor
wounded foldier to attra& the notice and charity of paffengers,
by fome rude defigns in chalk: among his figures was -a lg,’
which he had reprefented as transfixed by a barbed arrow. Upon
queftioning him, whether he had ever received a wound in that
part from an arrow, he anfwered in thenegative: but added, that
be had received a duller in the fame part, which paffed through
his leg; and that he had fubftituted the arrow by way of fymbol
This circumftance brought to my recolletion, that greater ar;;;i;



{1

So great has been the fuccefs: of Homer in his de-
fcription of the archer drawing his bow, (See Ziad. 4.
1. 123. &c.) that the great and < illumin’d” Gibbon,
when quoting the paffage, exclaims, < how concife—
¢ how juft—how beautiful is the whole picture! - I fee
< the attitudes of the archer——I hear the twang of
* his bow.” =~ '

SECTION V. ' ;

OF NOCKING. !

Nocking the eafieft part of - Archery—Cautions—.
Method of preventing irregular Nocking—Of
Handling the Bow. :

hid O nock well,” fays Afcham, ¢ is the eafieft point
“. of all; and therein is no art, but only conftant
< attention to nock truly, not fetting,the fhaft either
¢ too high or too low, but exa&ly ftrait a crofs the,
¢ bow. Iaconftant nocking makes a man lofe his
¢ length. And befides, if the fhaft-hand is high and
¢¢ the bow-hand. low, or the contrary; both the bow
“¢ is in danger of breaking, and the fhaft, if it is fmall,

.

had, upon fimilar occafions, been compelled to refort to this fméol. il
" The artift, who defigned the medal ftruck upon the late efcape
of the King from the piftol of a maniac, defpairing to reprefent
that. weapon and its bullet fo as to be piffurefyuely fuitable to the
ideas he wifhed to convey, has, I obferve, boldly ufed the poor
foldier’s fymbol, and defigned an arrow broken by a fhield, fup-
ported by an invifible arm. In the battle of Haftings, the -poet
defcribes the appearance of the arrow, after it had transfixed th
body, in many different ways. Rowley’s Poems. ’

will
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s will ftart; if great, it will hobble, You muft always
¢ nock the cock-feather upwards: and be fure the ftring -
« does not flip out of the nock, for then all is in danger
¢ of breaking.” . o

It has been already remarked, that feveral modern
archers, in otder to prevent irregular nocking, whlp
the precife nocking point of the ftring with-fitk of oné
colour, and whip on each fide of that, with filk of a

"different colour, the breadth of the drawing-fingers.

In order that the arrow may fly true to the mark; care -
fhould be taken, that the nocking-part of the ftring,
when whipped, fi//s the nock of thé fhaft fo tight as to
prevent the arrow moving, without being liable to burft
the nock of the arrow.

¢ When,” fays Afcham, * you have fixed your fhaft
¢ in the bow, you muft take the latter exaltly in the
« middle, or elfe you will lofe your lenOtb and rifk
¢ the breaking your bow.”

By the mzda’le, Afcham here means, that the wupper
part of the bow-hand fhould be upon the upper part of
the handle of the bow, in a line with the nocking
point on the ftring, The arrow fhould reft between
the bow and the firft joint of the fore-finger (but preffing
againft the bow); which finger may-be raifed a little,
in order to make a better focket or groove for the ar-
row to lie in: and, the cnd-Jomt of that finger fhould be
bent inwards.. : :

SECTION
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SECTION VI.

OF DRAWING.

. _'Dra'z;'é'ng the beft part of Shooting—Rules and
Remarks.

« RAWING well,” Afcham obferves, <is the
« beft part of fhooting, And it is better to draw
“ to the ear (whereby, Procopius obferves, men fhoot .
« both ftronger and longer) than to the breaft. Leo,
“ ‘the Emperor, would have his foldicrs-draw quickly
* ¢ in war,. for that makes a fhaft flie apace.”

¢ In fhooting at the pricks, hafty and quick drawing
¢ is neither fure nor graceful.  Therefore, to draw
< eafily and uniformly; that is to fay, not moving the
* hand’ firft upward, and then downward, but always
¢« after one and the fame manner, till you come to the
"« ridge or fhouldering of the head, is beft both for
“ advantage and gracefulnef's

There 4s fome difference among archers’ in the mode
- of drawing, .Some extend their bow-arm completely,
before thev begin to draw; others.extend -it gradually -
as they draw, which certamly is the eafiet method, /
Afcham has obferved that, in his time, fome, and thofe
very good archers, drew their arrows within about two
inches of the pile, then paufed for a moment and cor-.
re&ed their aim, and afterwards drew home and loofed.
But he deems this method a fault or jbift, infiffing that -
the drawing and loofing fhould be but one continued

altion throughout.
o We
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We muft fuppofe, that Afcham was a proficient in
the  art, upon which he’ wrotc, particularly as he gave
up much of his time to the pratice of it: and-there-
~ fore, that he would not have hazarded a decided opinion
" "upen this point, unlefs he had himfelf cxpencnced the
juftnefs of his remark; and had found that his opinion
was fupported by the concurrence and prattice of
excellent archers. Yet it muft be obferved, that at -
this day, feveral of our beft archers pra&ife and ap-
prove of this very fault or fbift (if Afcham will have it
" o). Other very good archers draw within two inches
of the pile, and then draw and redraw (in a manner
playing with and humouring the bow within thofe two
mches) till they loofe. .

It is a principal rule in fhootmg, that the arrow
thould a/ways be drawn bome, in the manner Afcham
defcribes; whether it is thot at a fbort or a long length.
He has before, (See ante, Chap. 6. Sec. 10) explained
the meaning of the fboulder of. the head of the arrow.
And by what he obferves in this place, it thould feem,
that, in his time, the archers drew very near to the point
of the head or pile. Perhaps it is beft to do fo, but it

is not .every archer that can (particularly when he

ufes the fharp or fugar-loaf pile) draw fo near the
~ extreme point of the pile, without being in danger of
fetting it in his bow.” On which account, many archers
do not draw beyond where the pile is joined to the
wood: " that is to fay, they do not draw beyond the
wood of the arrow.

We muft recolle&, that Afcham has cautioned us
againft making too great a circle with the body, and
_pointing the arrow very high or very low, wher we
- draw.. The foregoing rule for fanding being obferved,
.the archer will find; that as his fide is turned to his
mark his arms in drawing wil move in the arc of a
. circle.
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‘circle.  If he holds his dnawmg~hand about the hcxght
of his waiff, he will bring it round to his mark - in an
eafly curve,

 SECTION VIL

OF HOLDING

How Holding is to be per/‘ormed—Pcf tion in wlzzch
' the Bow fhould be held.

« FOLDING,” fays Afchat, mu{’c not be longs -
« for it puts a bow in danger of breaking, and
. alfo fpoxls the fhoot: it muft, occupy fo little time,
«<. that it may be perceived better in the mind, when it
¢ isdone, than feen with the eye, when doing.”

By holding, Afcham here means, holdmor the fring,
when the'bow is drawn up. ‘
‘He has not noticed the pofition in whlch the bow
thould be held, at the time of fhooting. In all or
moft of the prints of ancient archers, we Tee it held in
a perpendicular pofition: (See the engravings to Strutt’s
Horda Angel-cynnan.) This was certainly- the moft
convenient pofition in battle, and it has been geherally
continued to this day. However, feveral .of the beft
archers of this day hold their baws Jfomewbat obliquely.
Yet, for fhooting ftraight, the former pofition thould
feem to be the moft certain: and it muft be obferved,
that the more diftant the mark, the more perpendi-
c¢ularly muft the bow be held. :

02 SECTION
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SECTION VIII

© OF LOOSING.
- Rules to be obferved in Loofing.

OOSING  muft be performed much in the
fame manner as holding. 'So quick and

« hard that it be without any twitches: fo foft and

« gentle, that the fhaft fly not as if it was fent from a
- “ bow-cafe. The mean betwixt both, which is pet-
“ felt lboﬁng, is not fo hard to be followed in fhooting,
& as itis to be defcribed in teaching. = For' clean loof-
¢ ing, you muft be careful of not. hitting any thing
e about you. And remember to hold your hand
« always the fame height on your bow, that you may
« keep the lcngth truly.”
+'o loofe well is the moft difficult point in fhooting
- and moft difficult, as Afcham obferves, to be explained
on paper: but, as good fhooting depends greatly upon
the Joofe, it is that branch of the art which muft be

ftudied with attention and practifed with pains. The

material points to be attended to in performing this
movement, are—holding the bow-arm very firm at
the moment of loofing, making, it as it were, a vice
. (upon which the fteady flight of the arrow much de-
- pends):—bringing the elbow of the drawing-arm
tound;—and loefing while drawing, without making
any paufe mmedzately before the loofe. .

« If,” fays Afcham, ¢ you follow thefe precepts in
< ftanding, nocking, drawing, holding and loofing, they

- will -

5
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¢ will, at laft, bring you to excellént and fuccefsful
¢ fhooting.”

It may be proper, at the clofe of the laft of the fore- -
going five principal points in archery, to offer the few -
following remarks, applicable to all of them. :

There is obfervable, in the practice of all arts, a great
‘difference in the manner in which men perform their
labours and operations. The caufe is very apparent.
Scarcely any two men will be found alike. We fee how |

- materially they differ from .each other, in mental and
bodily powers; and, how warioufly nature charaéierifes

their altions. Some are ftrong, fome weak; fome are

quick, others flow in their a&ions. Objeéts, fays Arif-

‘_'totle in his Poetic, may be the fame, and the imitation
~ performed by the fame means, and yet in a different
manner. Thefe differences appear very forcibly to us in
archery., But, independent of this remark, fome allowance
‘muft be made for human errors, A perfeét archer
is, indeed, not every day’s obje&t. Afcham, fpeaking
of his own times when archery was more gene-
rally practifed than it is in thefe days, - has told us, that
if a man would fet before his eyes five or fix of the faireft
archers that ever he faw fhoot; and of ore learned to
Jtand, of another to draw, of another to'loofe, and fo
“take of every man what every man could do beft, he
would, no doubt, arrive at fuch perfettion as never man

‘came fo yet. He has alfo obferved, that good archers have
their faults. Daily experience proves to us, that bad
inftruttion and ill example have, in all human aétions,
a rooted and prevailing influence. The greateft beauty
" is often marred by a blemith. We muft therefore, in
contemplatmg and feeling the effects of the former, not
.overlook or become infenfible to the latter: and, upon
all occafions, be particularly careful to diftinguifh prin-
ciple from cuffom and babit, however well difguifed
O3 ~the
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the latter may be. An attention to th;s rule, will be
our fureft guide to true and unerrmg excellence in
atchcry.

SECTION IX.

OF SHOOTING AT MARKS,

Firf? Leffons.

\

HEN the archer has attained fuch a command
7 over his bow, as to be able to brace and un-
brace it; and to ftand, nock, hold, draw and loofe
with eafe and dexterity (30), he may proceed to thoot
at a mark.
In modern archery, the ﬁr[’c' and fhorteft diftance is
thirty yards, the archer then proceeds to fixty ;. which
latter diftance is faid to be a key to and to command a//

lengths. ‘But, perhaps the Perfian and Turkith me-

'(30) The Perfians, according to Chardin, attained to ‘a’ very
great degiee of dexterity in thefe principal points. They thot,
fays he, into the air, as high as the bow would carry, endea-
vouring to excel each other in the height of the thoot. The
confifted in holding the bow properly, drawing and looﬁngt e
ftring with eafe, without fuffering the left hand which held the
bow and was fully extended, or the right hand which handled the
ftring, to fhake in the flighteft degree. And, that the infiruors
deemed the exercife well performed, when, the bow being held
in the left hand fiffly firetched out, the firing was drawn, with

" the thumb, to the ear, as it were to hang it there. Afterwards,

fays he, tbey learned to fhoot at a mark. When, it was not only"

neceffary to hit it, but alfo that the arrow fhould fly ftraight and
firm, without tottering. Laftly, they learned to fhoot with force
and weight, Tom, 2. Ch. 12.

thod
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thod is better: according to.which, the learner is ﬁrﬂ:
to pratife at twenty and even ten yards, at which difv
tances an archer may become fo expert -as to lut the

fmalleft mark. ' :

SECTION X.

OF ELEVATION.

Obfervations on Elevation—Higheft Point of Eleva-
wation— Different Methods made ufe of by Archers
to obtain due Elevation.—Remarks.

ASCHAM has but barely dropped an bint upon
this head, in obferving ¢ that the arrow fhould
<< fly a round compafs;” that is, in a parabola or curve;
which implies the neceffity of giving a degree of ele-
vation to the bow: but the due extent of that elevation
is a point of fome difficulty, and depends chiefly on the
. judgment of the eye. If the elevation is too low, the
arrow muft fall thort ; and if too high, it muft fly over
the mark. In fhooting at moderate lengths, the lower
the elevation can be made, the more certain is the
fhoot; for, the more the arrow in its flight lofes the track
of -a parabola or curve, and approaches to an angle,
the lefs likely is it to fall upon the mark: and, the
higher it afcends, the more it is liable to be affected by
the wind. It is on this account, that a ﬁrong armed
archer has the advantage of the weak-armed one: the
former, by drawing a ftronger bow, can reach his object

04 « " with
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 with a much lefs degree of elevation,: than one who
is conftrained to fhoot with a weak one. Yer, it muft-
be obferyed, that fome archers fhoot (and by cuftom
very ,well too) with an hngher elevation than what the
bows they fhoot with require. -

In fhooting very great lengths, the bow muft often
be raifed to the higheft point of elevation that can ex-
tend the flight of a projectile.  This elevation has been -
afcertained and fixed at forty-five degrees. But it
feems, that an error of a degree above or below
45°, will not produce a fenfible one in the diftance:
becaufe, the fines, within a degree of 9o°, differ
very little from the radius, and thofe fines, near the
elevation of 45°, are as diftances. Dorine of Projec-
tiles, by William Starrat. Dublin, 1733.

In order to afcertain the due degree of elevation, fome
archers make ufe of the Anuckles of the bow-hand as a
guide and gradation or fcale of height, raifing or de-
prefling the bow, and carrying the eye along a firft or
_ fecond -knuckle, according to their idea of the diftance,-
or the fall of their latt-fhot arrow. To bring this me-
thod to a greater nicety, others have drawn lines, in
different colours, upon the glove of the bow-hand, an-
fwering to twice the number of the knuckles, (one line
falling upon the center of each knuckle and another
between each knuckle), Mr. Mafon, in his Confidera-
tions on the Long-bow and Pike, fuggefts the following
ingenious refletion to determine the diftance of fuch
-objeéts as men and horfes; namely, with the arm ex-
tended and the bow braced, to compare the height of
objets from head to foot, at different diftances ;
as they appear in comparifon of the altitude of the
upper part of the bow, when looking bver the hand.
And, he obferves, that by fettling the memory of this in

ghe
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the eye, or noting the general marks of the variations,
the archer can always determine the diftance with con-
fiderable precifion. It would be placing archery too
much in the back ground, and entering too deeply into
.the fcience of optics, particularly the doétrines of falla~
cious vifion and apparent macrmtude, to- profecute this
difcufion further.

The advantages to be detived from the ufe of the
methods of afcertaining the due degree of. elevation .
before noticed, refult, poﬂibly, more from babit, than
from principle ; partlcu]arly as " the parabolic theory of
projectiles feéms to be giving way to pradtice and experi-
-ment (31). The eye isanorgan of wonderful power’; and,
as it is zaught, fo it continues to exercife its fun&ions.
And therefore, as he whois inftruéted to read Hebrew
without-points, will read it with, at leat, equal facility
“with one who has always been accuftomed to the ufe
of fuch helps: fo, the archer, who is at firft inftructed
to fhoot without having recoutfe to fuch means, (which
may often miflead him through geometrical nicety), will
thoot as.well, or, poffibly, better, without relying upon
them ; particularly, as fome of thofe methods feem te
have a tendency to detach the eye from the mark, upon
which it thould a/ways, in thooting, be fixed.

When this elevation fhould 2egin, muft depend upon
thefe circumftances; namely, difance—firength and
Jpring of the bow—and the Joge. In modern archery, -
we generally fhoot point blank at a thirty-yard mark.
If the bow- we ufe is very weak, and without much
fpring, it may, even at-this fhort length, require fome
triﬂing degree of elevation, On the contrary, if it is

(3¢) See this fubje&t examined and exp]amed by the authors of
the Engzdopctdm Bru‘aunmz, Tit. Projectiles.

pretty
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pretty ﬁrong’, or his a quick return, and is fharply

loofed, it may enable us to fhoot point-blank fomewhat
further,

SECTION XI.

OF THE WIND AND THE WEATHER.

Neceffity for an Archer to underfland and fludy the

. Nature of the Wind, and to become well acquainted -
with the Flight of his Arrows—Difference of the
Seafons—Effeét of the Weather upon the Bow and
the Archer—Efeds of the Wind in Archery—
Courfe and Nature of Winds—Cautions to be ob-
- ferved in fhooting near the Sea Coaft and Rmers
affedled b_y a Tide. -

o _HE greateft enemy of fhooting,” fays Afcham,
te - is the wind and the weather; whereby the true
. ¢ keeping of a length is principally hindered. If this
¢ was not-fo, men, by teaching, might be brought to
¢« wonderful neir fhooting. And therefore, as in fail-
< ing the chief point of a good mafter is to know the
«¢ tokens of a change of weather, and the courfe of the
¢ winds; that thereby he may the better come to the
« haven: even fo, the beft property of a good fhooter
¢ is to know the nature of the winds, with him and
‘¢ againft him; that thereby he may fhoot nearer to his
« mark. Wife mafters, when they cannot obtain the
« beft haven, ate glad of the next: fo, good fhooters

- «“ who
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who cannot, when they would, hit the maﬂc will -
labour to come as nigh as they can.
« A good archer will, firft, with  attentive pra&xcc
and marking the weather, learn to know the nature
of the wind; and with prudence will meafure in his
mind, how much it will alter his fhot, either in
length-keeping, or elfe in ftraight-fhooting. And
fo, with changing his ftanding, or taking another
fhaft, which he perfeétly well knows will be fitter for
his purpofe (cxther becaufe it is lower feathered, or elfe,
becaufe it is .of a better wing) will fo, manage with
judgment his fhot, that he fhall feem rather to have the
cather under his rule, by good caution and attention,
than the weather fhall appear to rule his fhaft by any
fudden changmg. A fhooter, who puts no difference,
but {hoots in rough and fair weather alike, fhall-al-
ways put bis 'wmmngs in bis eyes.  Therefore,- in
fhooting, there is as much difference between an
archer that is a good weather- -man, and one that
knows and nctices nothing about it; as there is be~
tween a blind man, and one who can fee.”

© Thus, with refpet to the weather; a perfett archer

‘muft firft learn to know the fure Right of his (hafts,
that he may be bold always to truft' them. Then
muft he learn, by daily experience, all kinds of wea-
ther; the tokens of it when it will come; the nature
of it when it is come; the diverfity and altering of it,
when it changes‘- and the decreafe and diminution of
it, when it ceafes.”
« He that would uqder(’tand perfe&ly the wind and
the weather, muft put differences betwixe times. For
diverfity of time caufes diverfity of weather. As,
throughout the whole year, {pring, fummer, autumn
and winter; fo, in one day, morning, noon, after-
noon and eveninO, both altcr the weather, and change
“ not .

’
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not” only the power of the bow, but the ftrcngth of
a man alfo. And to know that this is fo, is fuffi-
cient for an archer: nor is it neceffary for him to
fearch into the caufe, why it fhould be fo, which
belongs to 2 philofopher. ~ In confidering the
time of the year, a wife archer will follow a good
failor. In winter and rough weather fmall veffels for-
fake the fea: fo likewife, weak archers, ufing fmall
and hollow fhafts with bows of little power, muft
be content to give place for a time. - And this I de
not fay to difcourage any weak fhooter: for, as there
is no better fhip than a galley, in a fmooth and
calm fea; fo, no man fhoots more gracefully or
nearer his mark, than fome weak archers do, in a
fair and clear day. Thus, every archer muft know,
pot only what bow and fhaft is fittet for him to fhoot
with, but alfo’ what time and Jeafon is beft: for him
to fhoot in. © And, if the weather is too bad for your
fhooting, leave off for that day, and wait a better
feafon. - : :
“ In every one of the times before meat»oned the
weather alters; fometimes it is windy; fometimes
calm; f'ometimes cloudy ; fometimes clear ; foine- |
times hot; fometimes cold; fometimes the wind is
moilt and thick ; fometimes dry and fmooth. A little
wind, in a moift day, ftops a fhaft more than a good
whifking wind in a clear day. And, indced, I have

-ohferved, when there has been no wind at all, the air

fo mifty and thick, that both the masks have been
forprifingly large. And once, when the plague was in
Cambridge, the, down-wind twelve fcore mark, for
the fpace of three weeks, was thirteen fcore and an
half; and into the wind, being not very great, a
great deal above fourteen {core.
¢ The wind is fometimes plain up, and dowpn, which
commonly is moﬁ certain, and requires the .leaft
“ knowledge
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knowlcdgc, wherein an indifferent fhooter, with indif-"
e ferent inftruments, if he can fhoot home, may make
< the beft fhifc. A fide-wind tries an archer and good
« gear very much. Sometimes it blows a-loft; fome-
« times clofe to the ground; fometimes it blows by
¢ blafts; fometimes it continues in one blaft; {fome-
« times an archer-will find a full fide-wind, fometimes
¢« a quarter-wind (32) and more with him: or, on the
« contrary, againft him; which may be difcovered by
% -cafting up leht grafs; and may be eaﬁly learnt
« by a very. llttlc obfervation and experience.”

« To fee the wind is impoffible, fo fine and fubtil
« is the nature of it: yet, I once had an opportunity-
¢¢ of obferving the nature of the wind, by attending to
¢ a drift of loofe fnow, over a plain of frozen fnow, in
“ 3 clear day.” Sometimes the wind was not more
¢ than two yards broad, and would carry the loofe {now
¢ as far as I could fee: another time the fnow would
<« blow over half the field at once: fometimes the
¢ {now would tumble foftly, and, by and- by, it would
« fly furprifingly fatt. And ‘this I perceived alfo, ‘thac
¢ the wind goes by ftreams and not wholly together. -
«“ For, I could fee one ftream within a fcore of me;.
¢ then, the fpace of two fcore, no fnow would ftir;
¢ but, ‘at a like diftance, another ftream of fnow, at
¢« the very fame time, would be carrfed likewife, but
¢ but not equally; for, the one would lie ftill, while
¢« the other flew apace, and fo continue: fometimes
« more {wiftly, fometimes more flowly, fometimes
“ broader, {ometimes narrower, as far as I could
« fee. - Nordid it fly ftraight; but fometimes it turned
< this way, f{ometimes that, and fometimes it rap

<

"

(32) Afcham dxﬂmguxfhes the archer’s winds thus, zp-wind,
drwn-*wtml - fidg-wind, full fi de ~windy fide-wind-quarter.

“ round
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* round in a circle. And again, the fnow would bc
<« lifted clean from the ground up into the air, and by
« and by, it would be .all laid clofe vpon the ground,
¢ as though there had been no wind at all: imme-
«_diately, it would rife and fly again. And what was the
« moft wonderful; at one time, two drifis of fnow
< flew, the one out of the weft into the eaft, the other
« out of the north into.the eaft. And, by means of
¢ the fnow, I obferved two winds, the one crofs over
« the other like two high-ways. "And again, I could -
¢ hear the wind blow in the air, . when nothing was
-« ftirred on the ground. And, when all' was ftill
« where I rode, not very far from me the fnow was
<« lifted up wonderfully. - This experience made meé
¢« more furprifed at the nature, than- {killed in the
¢« knowledge, of the wind: but yet, thereby I learned
« perfe&ly, that it is no wonder at all, that, in the wind,
t a man lofes his length in fhooting, feeing, thatin fo
« many ways, the wind is variable in blowing.”

7« The more uncertain and deceitful the wind is,
“ the more heed muft a wife archer give, to under-
“ ftand the changes of it.  He that doth miftruft, is
« feldom deceived. For, although thereby he fhall
< 1ot attain to that which is beft; yet, by fuch means,
¢ he fhall at leaft avoid that which is worft, Befides
« all thefe kind of winds, you muft obferve if any cloud
‘¢ appears and gathers by little and little againft you; or,.
“ if a fhower of rain is likely to fall upon you; for
. ¢ then, both the driving of the weather and the - thick-
¢« ening of the air increaies the mark : when, after the
< {hower, all things are, on the contrary, clear and calm;
¢« and the mark, for the moft part, new to begin again.
“ You muft take heed alfo; .if ever you fhoot where
¢« oné of the marks, or both, ftand a little thort of an
 high wall, for there you may be eafily deceived..

- s If




({4

[ 207 1.

If you take grafs and caft it up, to fee how the
wind is, you will frequently fuppofe that you fhoot
down the wind, when you are fhooting direétly
againft it.  And the reafon is plain: for the wind,
which. comes indeed againft you, rebounds back
again at the wall, and whirls back to the prick and
va litle’ further, and then turns again; as violent
water againft a rock or high beach. So that, the
grafs calt up will fly thar way which, indeed, is the
Jonger mark; and deceive quickly a fhooter that is
not aware of it. And this I have repeatedly experi-
enced, when fhooting at marks ftanding within walls ;
as thofe at Norwich and York. And therefore, in
fhooting at marks fo fituated, I made ufe of -the
following expedient: I firft went to the middle dif=
tance between them, which was an open place, and,
with a feather or light grafs, found out as well as I
could, how thg wind was: that done, I went to the
prick as faft as I could, and according as I had found
the wind when I was in the mid-way between the
marks; {o, I was fain to be content to make my fhot
as well as I could.”

“ You muft alfo be very obfervant when you fhoot

near the fea coaft, although two or three miles from

the fea; for there careful attention will mark ex-
traordinary changes, in the cleareft day. The fame
remark may be made by the fide of a river, efpe«
aa!ly if it is affeted by a tide; where, whoever fhall

pay a diligent attention to the tide and the weather, .

fhall eafily bear away the prize he fhoots for.”

8ECTION
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SECTION XII.
" OF THE FOOTING.

Footing or Standing in the Wind, the beft means
of counteracling its Effeéls.

AVING -thus marked the weather, you muft,”

fays Afcham, ¢ ’'pay much attention to your

 'Randing, that, by comparing the one with the other,

¢ you may regain by the latter what you loft by the

“ former. And, in afide wind, you muft ftand fome-

“ what acrofs into the wind; by which means you will
« fhoot the furer.”

In the preceding Seétion, we find Afcham ca]lmg
aur attention to the winds ; in the prefent, he has given
us an excellent rule for countcra&mg their effect upon
the arrow.

It is ufual, with feveral archers, to make what they
term an allowance for the wind, Thooting wide of the
mark and on the fide on which the wind lies, in order
that the wind may carry the arrow to the mark. This
requires very great judgment ahd nice thooting indeed,
to be of any advantage; and frequently deceives. The"
young archer fhould be particularly cautioned not to
truft too much- to the wind: for, great reliance upon .
that will not only bring him frequent difappointment at
any one time, but alfo may lead him to contract an
habit of trufting more to the wind than to his fhooting 3
by which means he will always fhoot with much un-,
certainty.  Standing in the wind and fhooting through

‘ it,
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it, will be found far more certain than leaving the thaft
to be guided by the wind: for, by this means we render
unneceffary, or, at leaft, greatly .contraét our allowance
for it.

Afcham muft frequently Have experienced the good
effet of this part of archery; for he adds, * this point
¢ well known and properly managed in fhooting. gains
“ more advantage, commendation, and praife to an -
« archer, than any other thing befides.”

SECTION XIIi.

OF TAKING AIM.

Obfervations.
“ giving aim,” fays Afcham, « I fcarcely know
« N\ what to fay. In a ftrange place, it takes away

« all opportunity of fou! play (33), which is the only
« praife ‘of it; yet, in my opinion, it hinders the
“ knowledge of fhooting, and makes men more neg-
“ ligent, which is difpraife, Though aim be given,
“ yet obferve, that at another man’s fhoot you cannot
* well. take aim, nor even at your own; becaufe, the
« weather will alter, even in a minute, and that at one

(33) I confefs, that I do not comprehend what Afcham means
by foul play in giving aim; particularly, as archery, of all other
paftimes, feems capable of affording the leaf? opportunity for foul
play. In thefe days it is received and adopted as the moft gentle-
manly recreation, and is attended by the moft liberal and mannerly
fociety ; who have no caufe to exclaim with thes poet, procul 8

procul efie pro fam. )
P : “ mark
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, mark and not at the other, and affel your fbaft “in

the air, when you fhall perceive no wind on the
ground; as I myfelf have feerfhafts tumblc abft in
a very fair day.”

SECTION XIV.
OF KEEPING A LENGTB.

Cautions and Remarks.

HEN,” fays Afcham,  you have takengood |

footing; before you fet your fhaft in the bow,
obferve whether it has any earth or wet adhering ta
it; for either of them will caufe it to lofe the

length. You muft alfo attend to the head, left it

fhould have received any hurt in the laft thoot ; for,
by lighting upon a ftone, the head will fometimes
be injured, the fhaft crooked, and the feather da-
maged ; the leaft of which accidents, will occafion a
man to lofe the length. And therefore, they muft
be noticed when the fhaft is taken up, and remedied,
by making the head fmooth, which will affift its
flight. For which purpofe, every.archer carries about
him a file, a ftone, fith-(kin, and a piece of cloth.”

¢ To look at the fhaft head, at the loofe, is the

greate(’c belp in keeping a length that can be; but
it hinders excellent fhooting ; becaufe a man cannot
fhoot petfettly ftraight, unlefs he looks at his mark:
was I to (hoot at a line, and not at a mark I would
always look at my fhaft end.”

£ Now
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« Now, if you mark the weather dr‘lfgmtly, keep your
& ftanding exactly, hold and nock #ruly, draw and loofe

“ always alike, and keep your elevation correltly, you
“ will never mifs your length.”

SECTION XV.

. OF SHOOTING STRAIGHT.

Obfervations—Different means to fhoot firaight ufed
by different Archers— Different ways of looking at
the Mark—Nature and Powers of the Eye—Caufes

“of not fhooting firaight—Remedy—Necefity of
keeping the Eye always fived upon the Mark.

ASTLY, fays Afcham upon the fubjeét of fhoot-
ing, “ it only remains for you to thoot fraighz.

¢ As the weather belongs principally to the keeping a *
« length, (yet a fide-wind belongs alfo to fhooting "
¢ firaight), even fo, the nature of the prick is'to fhoot
¢ ftraight. The length or fhortnefs .of the mark is
« always under the rule of the weather: yet, there is
¢ fomewhat in the mark worthy the notice of an
s¢ archer. If the pricks ftand on a ftraight and plain
« ground, they are the beft to fhoot at. If the mark
¢ ftands on an hill-fide, or the ground is uneven, with
¢ pits and windings between the marks, the eye muft
¢ think that to be {’craxght, which is crooked. The -
¢ effect of this is feen in painting, and it is enough for
¢ an archer to notice and attend to it. The chjef rea-
« fon why men do not ‘thoot ftraight, is becaufe they
« lodk at their fbaft. And this fault arifes, when a
P 2 . man

\



3
13
€
3
{3
c«
'
13
5
<«
'3
€«
€<
€
‘€
<
«
«
«e
]
«
ce
«
«
«
113
€
']
173
«
[ {4
[{4
«

€«

‘ Jooking at the mark.”

AN

[212]

man is not taught to thoot when he is young. If he

learns to fhoot by -himfelf, he'is afraid of drawing

his fhaft through his bow; and therefore always keeps

his eye upon his fhaft, and cuftom confirms him in

this fault. Men continue longer in this fault, be-
caufe they find it fo advantageous in keeping a

length; and yet, to. thoot ftraight, they ufe feveral

devices. Some fix their eye upon a tree or hill
beyond the mark, or elfe notice fome plain obje&
between the marks: others find out fome mark a
bow wide. of the prick, and then take care to keep
themfelves on the hand upon which. the prick ftands:
a method which poffeffes a greater advantage, than
thofe are apt to believe, who have not tried it
Some, and thofe very good archers [as has been
before nonced] in drawing, look at the mark, until
the fhaft is drawn nearly to the head; then they
look at the fhaft, but at the very loofe, with a fecond
fight, they find the mark again. But this method as
well as thofe before noticed, are but fhifts, and are
not to be followed in fhooting ftraight. = For to
have the eye a/ways on the mark, is the only
way to fhoot ftraight; and, I apprehend, fo ready
and eafy a way, if it be learned in youth, and con-
firmed by ufe, that a man will never mifs therein.
Men doubt what way is beft in looking at the
mark; whether betwixt the bow and the firing;
above or beneath the hand; and many other ways:
yet, it is of little confequence, which way a man
looks at his mark, if he (hoots gracefully. The

diverfity of men’s ftanding and drawing is the caufe .
-of their looking at the mark different ways: yet, they

all lead the hand to fhoot ftraight, if nothing elfe pre-
vents it.  So that gracefulnefs is the only criterion for

-

« Some
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¢ Some wonder, why, when the eye is ﬁxed on the
¢ mark, the hand fhould-go ftraight: but let them
« recolle, that the eye commands, as it were, all the
“ members of the body. This is apparent in many
“ things, but moft evident, in fencing and fighting; in
« which a man fhall read in the eye of his antagonift,
“ where he intends to ftrike him. Therefore, an_
¢ archer who learns to look at his mark when he is
« young will always fhoot ftraight. - What prevents a
“ man, who looks at his mark, from fhooting ftraight,
‘¢ are, a fide wind; too ftrong or too weak a bow;
« a weak bow-arm; the feather running too much on 4
« the bow; a large-breafted fhaft for one who fhoots
“ under-hand, becnufe it will hobble; a fmall breafted
« fhaft for one who fhoots over his hand, becaufe it
« will ftart; a pair of winding pricks; and many other
“ things,” which an archer muft notice and learn to
¢« amend. '

“ If a man would leave off looking at his fhaft, and
« would learn to look at his mark, he may make ufe of
“ the followmo expedient; which a good fhooter told
¢ me he once dld Let him take his bow at mOht, and
“ thoot at two lights; when he will, from neceflity, be
¢ compelled to look always at his mark, and never at his
« fhaft; and this method once or twice ufed,- will caufe
“ him to forfake looking at his fhaft.  Yet, muft he
“ be very careful not to/et his fhaft in his bow.”

Afcham means that bozb eyes fhould be fixed on the.
mark, as archers do not fhut one-in thooting.

-1 cannot, perhaps, finifh this chapter on fhooting, -
more to the archer’s fatisfaction, than by giving him
the two following extracs, relative to the fubjet. The
firlt is from cheuus, and the other is taken from a
book printed at the commencement of the feventeenth
century.

~

P3 ¢ Greag
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"¢ Great attention fhould be given, that the young
« archer holds his bow with caution and {kill, occupy-
“ ing it manfully: that his left hand is fteady; that his
« right hand draws the ftring with judgment ; that
¢ both his eye and his mind a& together upon the
<« obje& of his aim: and that, whether on foot or on
¢ horfeback, he learns to fhoot ﬁra:ght (34)-

« Shooting in the long-bowe, is -both healthful
z¢ for the bodie, and neceffary for the common-wealth;
« the firft extending the limbes and making them
s pliant, the other an able firength fit to preferve
« and defend his countrie. And firft, for thooting in
¢ the long-bowe, a man muft obferve thefe few rules:
s¢ firft, that he have.a good eye to behold and difcerne

« his marke; a knowing judgment to underftand the

<« diftance of ground to take the true advantage of a

« fide-winde, and to know in what compaffc his arrow

¢ muft flie; and a quick dexteritie to give his fhaft a

¢« altion itfelf, ftand faire, comely and upright with
« his body; his left foot a convenient ftride before
¢ his right; both his hammes ftiffe; _his left arme
« holdirg his bowe in the midft firecht ftrait-out:
¢ and his right arme with his three firft fingers and his
‘ thumb (35) drawing the ftring to his right eare; the
4¢ nock of his arrowe refting betwecn his for-finger and

(34) At Do&ores ad hanc rem et artifices eligendi : et major '
adhibenda folertia, ut arcum diligenter ac {cienter teneant, ut
fortiter impleant: ut finiftra fixa fit; ¢t dextra cum ratione duca-
tur: ut ad illud quot feriendum eft: occulus pariter animnfgue
confentiant : ut five in equo, five in terrd, reftum fagittare doce-
ant. Pegetius, Cap. 15.

(35) The thumb is not ufed, but fomewhat turned down in

drawing.
« Jong
1




T 215 1

< long-finger of his right hand; and the fteale of his
¢« arrowe, belowe the feathers, upon the middle knuckle
« of his for-finger on his left-hand. He fhall draw
¢ his arrow up clofe to the head, and deliver it on the
¢ inftant, without hanging on the ftring. The beft
 bowe is either Spanith or Englith yewe, and the
* worft of witchen or elm. The beft fhaft is of burch,
¢« fugar-cheft or brafcll; and the beft feather gray or
« white.”  Country Contentments. (London, 1615.)-
Chap. 8. p. 107. School of Recreation, by R H.
1684.

Ps CHAP-
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CHAPTER IX:s

" GENERAL OBSERVATIONS AND CAUTIONS.

\

SECTION I.

Means of attaining to Excellence in fhooting—An
Art in Archery to be found out and commanded.

IN a preceding part of the Toxophilus, we find Af-
cham referring the young archer to an attentive
obfervation and imitation of the feveral qualities of the
belt archers. Bad precepts reduced into pratice, as
well as bad examples, will only bring him frequent dif-
appointment. For, as Afcham obferves, ¢ there are
¢« fome who poffefs a very good bow and good fhafts,
¢ and very good knowledge of fhooting, - but they'have
¢ been brought up in fuch evil-favoured fhooting,
“ that they can neither fhoot gracefully, nor near the
¢ mark.” And that ¢« the want of proper inftruétion
¢ caufes many to decline beginning to fhoot, and more -
“ to leave off fhooting, when they have begun.”

After having obtained good inftrution and exam-
ple, practice and earneft endeavours muft perform the
‘reft; for, difufe and careleflnefs are fore enemies to
ar chery :

There is, as Afcham obferves, “ an art in archcry,
. which we. mu& endeavour to find out, and to command.
~ But

-
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But we may fay with the poet; boc opus, bic labor eft.
There are many arts, in which men are fo aided by a

complication of mechanical power, that the engine, and

not the man, may be faid to accomplifh the end. This’is
-not the cafe with the bow, an inftrument of moft fimple

conftruction ; and, being fo, it depends, for its opera-

- tion and effe@, entirely upon the conftant attention and
fkill-of man. - Perhaps, no art whatever requires more
actention ; if we would attain high perfe@ionin it. Like
the art of mufic which can produce many who can per-

form exceedingly well upon an inftrument; yet but few

Orpheus’s: fo, archery can boaft of many good thooters,
but of few Robin Hoods.

, SECTION II.
s

Of wufing firong Bows—Gecneral Rules for choofing
the Poger of Bows.

'IT is a common fault (particularly with young

fhooters, who, in general, are fond of exerting their
ftrength to the utmoft) to ufe bows, which are too ftrong
for them to manage with eafe. By which means, they not
only ftrain their mufcles, but fometimes injure them fo
much, as to deprive themfelves of the excrcife of the bow
for a time; and fome have, from this caufe, repented that
they ever-took it up. Independent of the obfervation,
it is often owing to this circumftance that young thooters
make little progrefs in the art; for Afcham obferves, that,
¢¢ this thing makes fome to overfhoot the mark, fome to
« fhoot far wide, and pcrchancc to hurt a by-ftander.”
o And
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* And, in another place, he remarks, ¢ that thé ftrongeft

. % men do not always draw the ftrongeft thot: which
 proves, that drawing ftrong lies not fo much in the
¢ firength of a man, as in the #fe of fbooting. For, that
#¢ a ftrong man not ufed to fhoot, has his arms, breaft
¢ and fhoulders, and other parts, wherewith he fhould
¢ draw ftrongly, one hindering and ftopping another.”

' ( And, ¢ the ftronger the man, the more unhandfomely

~

¢ he fhoots; and the fooner he breaks his bow.” But,
!« that if a ftrong man, with %/ of thooting, could apply
")« all the parts of his body together, he would then
{“ both drawftron ger and fhoot better than another
&€ Man. And thus, ﬁrong men, without ufe, can
-« do nothing in fhooting, to any purpofe, neither in
% war nor peace; but if they happen to fhoot, yet,
 they have done in a fhoot or two. 'When, a weak
* man, that is ufed to fhoot, fhall ferve *for all times
¢ and purpofes; and fhall fhoot ten fhafts againft the
« other’s four, and draw them up to the point every
¢« time, and, fhoot them to the moft advantage : draw-
« 1ng and wu:hdrawmg his fhaft when he pleafes; mark-
“ ing at one man and "yet letting drive at another.
« Again, he that is not ufed to fhoot, fhall by awk-"
« wardly holding his bow and knocking his fhaft, and
 not looking to his ftring in time, continually rifk the
¢ breaking of his bow. Befides, he will fhoot very few
“ fhafts, and thofe moft awkardly; fome not half
¢ drawn up; fome too hlgh fome too low; nor can
¢ he drive afhot at one time, or ftop a fhot at another;
“ but out it muft, and often to little purpofe { 36).”
Bithop

(36) The following anecdote will fully prove the truth of Af-
cham’s obfervations. Some few years ago, there was a firong
man named Topham; who exhibited furprifing feats of ftrength,
and who happened to be at a public-houfe near Iﬂmgton, to

wluch
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_ Bifhop Latimer in his fermon (before quoted) in-
forms us, « that he had his bows bought for him ac- -
¢ cording to his age and firength, and, as he encreafed
“ in- them, fo his bows were made heavier and
¢ ftronger.” This method, of learning to fhoot, was
fcrupuloufly attended to by the Perfians, who trained up
their youth to be moft excellent archers. And Leo, ix
bis Taftics, advifes, that the bow fhould be fomewhat
under the power of the fhooter (37).

It is not poffible to lay down any precife rulc, mth
refpe& to the exa& power of the bow which a young
archer thould f7# take up, or, which is adapted to every
man. But an obfervation fimilar to what Afcham hds
made, in fpeaking of arrows, may be very properly
applied to this head: namely, that when a man knows
his own ftrength, and the nature of his bow, he muft
provxdc and fit himfelf accordingly: duly confidering
the kind of thooting. he propofes to himfelf, with re-
fpe® to diftance, which muft often determine his
choice. However, it may be noticed, that few men

-

which the Fintbury Archers reforted after their exercife. Topham
confidered the long.-bow as a play thing, ooly fit for a child;
upon which, onc of the archers laid him a bowl of punch, that he
could not draw the arrow two thirds of its length. ‘Topham ac-
cepted this bet with the greateft confidence of winning; but,
bringing the arrow to his breaft, inftead of his ear, he was greatly
‘mortified by paying the wager, after many fruitlefs efforts. The
late Mr. Confable, who communicated this anecdote, was pre-
fent at the time. :
(37) It feems very neceﬁ'ary. to caution the youn%archer agamﬂ:
a ferious error-which has crept into Mr. Mofeley's Efay on drekery,
in the quotation of this paffage from Leo: according to which
quotation, Leo dire&s the bow to be rather ahove than beneath
-the power of the fhooter. See M_/E’Izy. page 202. The original
fpeaks thus, Tofdpia 3 exasoy xara ©° diav"ioxw xas 8y, vmep avinm,
“arnoy Je xau avram’l:ga. Arcus etiam fingulorum wiribus idoneosy
non fupra vires, fed potius infra vires utentium. Leonis Tadlicay
cap. 6.
who
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who have obtained their full ftrength, and are in pcrfcék
health, need fear to take up one under the power of
forty-eight or fifty pounds for a fhort length ; of fifty-
five pounds for a long length; and of fixty-pounds for
roving or flight thooting. Ladies and-boys bows pof-
fefs, on the average, a power of twenty-feven pounds.
Yet, we find both boys and ladies, who can ufe bows
of thirty-two pounds weight with cafe and fkill. Phe
arrows, ufed by ladies and boys, feldom exceed the
Iength of twenty-four inches. And.it fhould be ob-
ferved, that an archer may often find it more fuitable -
7, to his ftrength, inclination and purpofe, to increafe the
{_power of his baw, and fhorten the length of his arrow.

SECTION III.
AFFECTIONS OF THE MIND.

IT is abfolutely ‘neceflary, that the young archer
fhould take up his bow with coolngfs and attention;;

for hafte and too great eagernefs are qualities in an

- archer which muft be got rid of, before he can arrive’
at'any degree of excellence in the art. As to anger
and other affetions of the mind, Afcham cautions us
much agamﬂ: giving way to them. No inftrument

* whatever is more affected by the xmpulﬁ: of the animal
fpirits than the bow. It is when not only our bows,
but our merves are well ftrung, that we can do juftice to
the art.  'We muft call courage and confidence to our aid, -
applying, to our purpofe, the motto of a noble houfe:
 Nec temeré nec timide,” What good effeQs thefe two
o ‘great
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great requifites in archery will. accomplifh, ‘cannot be
more forcibly inftanced, than in the following cir-,
cumftance. At the battle of Agincourt, the Englith ar-
chers (who although almoft to a man greatly reduced
in ftrength, by the want of fufficient and proper food,
and labouring under a raging dyfentery) recolle&ting
the valour of their fore-fathers, and encouraged by their
brave prince, met undifmayed their enemies. And
hiftorians inform us, ¢ with fuch courage had the
«¢ king’s words infpired them, that though before, they
« could fearcely bend their bows, they were now able t0
€ .draw their yard-/ong arrows tq the bead,”

SECTION 1V,
. OF BREAKING BOWS. -

Means by which Bows are broke—by the String—by
the Shaft—by Drawing- too far—Remedy and
Tokens of thefe Pauﬁesfby Frets—Qbfervations.on.
‘the Remedy for Frets—by Shooting in Winter.

- SHOOTER,” fays Afcham, * breaks his bow
« commonly four different ways; by the ftring, by
.« the fhaft, by drawing too far, and by frets.
<« By the fring; when it is either too fhort, too
¢t long, not fafely -put on, put on with only one wind-
¢ ing or twift in the noofe, put on crooked, cut afun-
¢ der by a bad nock, or permitted to remain too long
on the bow. When the firing fails, the bow muft -
, _ “ of
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of neceflity break, and efpecially in the middle:

becaufe both ends, having nothing to ftop them, fly
back fo far, that the bclly muft of neceffity rife up
violently ; which you will perceive by bending a bow

. backwards. Therefore, a bow which follotws tbe firing

is leaft hurt by the ftring breaking (38).

« By the fbaft a bow is broken, either, when it is
too fhort, and {o you fet it in your bow ; or, when the
nock breaks on account of its fmallnefs; or, when
the ftring flips out of the nock on account of its
widenefs. ‘For you pull it to your ear, and then let
let it go; which muft of neceffity break the fhaft at
the leaft, and endanger not only the fhaft and the
ftring, but alfo the bow : becaufe, the bow pofiefles
no power to counteract its force. This manner of
breaking a bow, is the moft dangerous for by-

ftanders ; for, in “this cafe, you will fometimes fee

the end of a bow fly twenty yards from the fhooter,

.and moft commonly (as I have often obferved) the

upper end of the bow.”

« Some archers, who either do not ufe 2 bow equals
to their ftrength, or are apt or fear to overdraw
their arrow, and thereby either fet it in, or draw it
through the bow, ufe a piece of cork eut in the
fhape of a wedge (about an inch broad) the bafe
of this is glued againft the infide of the bow, fo
that the arrow may reft upon it. The cork
fhould be covered with parchment (the green co-
loured is generally ufed), which helps to bind the

(38) Back’d bows being, on account of their reflex form and

t2dency, more liable to break by the failure of the firing than
felf-bows, which generally follow the firing: it has become amn
obfervation, with the bow-makers, that a {inart-cafting back’d-

- bow which ftands the breaking of the firft ftring, adds, thereby,

a guinea to its value,

¢ cork
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’

« cork tighter, and makes a {mooth path for the
¢ arrow.

« The bow is drawn’ too far, two ways. Eith‘cr,'
* when you také a longer thaft than your own,” [or
what your bow will bear], * or elfe, when you fhift
¢ your hand too low or two high for thooting properly.
« This means pullsa back in funder, and then the bow
"« flies into many pieces.”

“ So that, when you fee-a bow broken, having the
¢ belly -rifen up towards both ends or one, the ftring
¢ brake it: when it is broken in two pieces, and, as
« it were, even off, and, efpecially in the upper end; the
 fhaft-nock brake it: when the back is pulled afun-
¢ der in many pieces, too far drawing brake it. Thefé
¢« tokens are either always true, or elfe very feldom
© €€ erroneous.”

“ The fourth caufe that breaks a bow is frets;-
"¢ which render a bow apt and ready to break by any -
* of the three ways before mentioned. Frets are to be
¢ found in a fhaft, as well as in a bow, and they are
“ very fimilar to a canker, creeping and increafing in
“¢ fuch parts of the bow as are the weakeft (39). To
¢« prevent which, your bow muft be well trimmed and
¢« drefled by a fkilful hand, that it may come round
<« compafs every where. If your bow has a knot in
“ the back, you muft beware of frets, left the parts next
“ the knot are not left ftrong enough to bear with the
* knot; for, if they are not, the ftrong knot will fret
¢ the weak places near it. Frets are at firft {mall

(39) ¢ Beware,” fays Afcham, “¢ of your fhaft-heads, daggegm
¢ knives and tags ; left they fcratch your bow; a thing, as before
¢ obferved, both unfightly to look on, and déngcrous by giving
¢ rife 1o frets.” At this day, when no daggers are worn, we have
little elfe befides the fhaft-head to gnard the bow from.

. ‘ « pinches,
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pinches, and (as foon as théy have fhewn them-

Aelves) the places about the pinches muft be fcraped,

to make thém fomewhat weaker; and that as well
where there is any figns of their coming, as where
it is actually. pinched; by which means the pinches

will die away, and never increafe further into

frets.”

« Frets begin often in a pm, for tbere the good wood
is corrupted, and muft neceffarily be weak, and confe-
quently. doth fret. Good bowyers therefore ra; ife
each pin, and allow it more wood for fear of its
freting. Bows, moft commonly, fret under the hand;
not fo much, as fome fuppofe, on account of the
moifture as of the beas of the hand (40).”

« There is no remedy for frets, but to make the
fretted place as ftrong or ftronger than any: other.
To fill up the fret with fmall fhivers of a quill
and glue, which fome think will anfwer, muft be
ufele(s. For, fuppofe the fret to ceafe, yet, fince
the caufe which made it fret before (namely weak-
nefs of the place) is not removed, it muft neceflarily
fret again, With refpect to cutting out the frets, -
with all manner of piecing of bows, I muft entirely
exclude fuch fhifts fiom perfect fhooting. For,
pieced bows, like old houfes, are more expenﬁve to
repair, than convenient for ufe. Swaddling a bow
much with bands feldom avails, unlefs it is to keep
down a fpell in the back; otherwife, bands either are
unneceflary when the bow is good, or ufelefs when
it is fpoilt. ~ And, although mean and poor fhooters

’

(40) This might have been the cafe, when the handle was only

waxed : but, if there is plenty of wood in the handle, is now,
{efpecially as the handle 1s covered) very uncommon. -

will
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¢« will fometimes ufe pieced and bandaged bows,
¢ becaufe they are not able to procure better; yet,

¢ upon good confideration, they will find it leat coft .

< and more pleafure to beftow a few additional fhil~
“ lings on a new bow, than to pay a fmall fum for
¢ piecing an old one.”

* ¢ There is another means, which will foon caufe a

¢ bow to be broken by one of the three ways be-
¢« fore noticed; and that is, fhooting in winter when
‘¢ there is any frgff; which penetrates wherever there is
“ any watery humour ; as there is in woods more ‘or
¢ lefs: and, it is well known, that frozen {ubftances
¢ will fooner break than bend. To prevent an acci-

< dent from fuch a caufe; the bow muft, before it

“ is ufed, be brought to the fire, and there, by de-
¢ grees, rubbed and chafed with a waxed cloth: which
“¢ will bring it to fuch a’ ftate, that it may be thot in
¢ with fufficient fafety. ‘Take heed alfo of mifty
¢ and - moift weather, which will hurt a bow more
¢ than any rain. For then, you muft either frequently
- rub it, or elfe leave off fhooting.. In the field alfo,

¢ when walking between the pricks, you may, either -

« with your hand or elfe with a cloth, keep your bow
 in fuch a tempcr

‘The end of this chapter affords a favourable oppor-
“tunity, of correCting an inaccuracy in a former page.
(Page 194). In the explanation of one of Afcham’s five
Points of Archery (drawing); it was noticed, that he
had cautioned us againft making to0 great a circle with

the body. This obfervation is not quite correct; for, in

truth, the left fide of the archer being oppofed to his

mark, remains fo in the, alion of drawing: the body -

“neither making any turn, nor defcribing any part of a
circle. But, in bringing the bow round to the mark,
the archer only raifes his arms from his waift, in which
action the bow and arrow move ig a circular dire&ion.

' Q ' SECTION

-
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SECTION V.

[y

OF PRESERVING BOWS.
Of Polifhing Bows— Bow-Cafes—of oiling Bows.

ASCHAM obferves, ¢ that an archer fhould fre-
« quently rub his bow, with a woollen cloth
" ¢« waxed, till it thines and glitters; which will caufe it
 to be clean, pleafing to the eye, of a good colour, and,
“ in time, form fuch a hard and flippery polith upon
“ jt, that neither the weather nor wet. can hurt it;
“ nor any fret or pinch be able to affett it. This
¢ fhould never be omitted after fhooting (41).

« Bows are greatly preferved by being kept in cafes,
« made of baife or other woollen cloth; which will
¢« preferve ‘them in their full ftrength, fo that they
« will not give in any weather. Leather, being apt to

¢« get moift, is not fo good for this ufe. Each bow, -

¢ when carried to any diftance, fhould have a feparate
« cafe, to prevent their rubbing againft each other:
“ this cafe fhould not be tight, left it firain the bow,
« and caufe it to caft itfelf. Several bows thus cafed,

(41) Sir John Smith has informed us (ante, Part I. Chap. ii.)

That, in his time, the archers made ufe of a compofition of wax,’

rofin and fine tallow, for polithing their bows; which preferved
them from the effe@s of all weathers. The copaf 0il varsi/k diluted
with fpirits of turpentine is known to make an admirable varnith for
wood, impervious to moifture and wet; and, probably, would
prove a very great prefervative to bows, parncularly thofe which
are backed ; the latter being the fooneft injured by damp, whicly
frequently foftens the glue: and, when they are drawn, caufes
the back to give way.

S % may
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« may be put into one large leathern cafe; and thus
« may be carried without injury. At home, be careful
« not.to place your bow too near a ftone wall," which
« will make it moift and weak; not too near a fire,
« which will render it fhort and brittle : but, the beft
« .way is to put your bows into a wooden cafe (42).

Bows fhould occafiopally be rubbed with linfeed
oil: once in a yearis fufficient. ‘Yew will abforb oil
fafter than moft other woods, and therefore, care muft .
be taken not to give it too much.

SECTION VI.

OF UNBENDING AND CHANGING BOWS DURING
‘ SHOOTING.

SCME archers have thought it neceflary to unbend
their bows, whilft others were fhooting, and in walk-
ing from one mark to the other; in order to prevent the
bow lofing its fpring, by being kept long bent. But, this
precaution is unneceffary: a good bow being found to
fuffer no injury in feveral hours thooting. When the
thooting is over, the archer fhould never fail to un-
brace his bow. On this fubje®, Afcham gives us the
following anecdote: I had, fays he, two bows, the one
« quick of caft, neat and elegant, fit for pleafure and
« profit: the other a /g, flow of caft and following

(48) Very convenient cafes have of late years been made,
which are called 4k4ams, ia memory of the author of the Toxa

ophilm.
~ ’ Q.2 « the
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« the ﬁrmg, more fure to laft, than pleafant to ufe.
s By accident, they were both left bent all night, and
¢ part of the next day. In the morning, I found my-
«« good bow entirely caft on one fide, and as weak as
« water: but, as to the'lug, it was not at all the ‘worfe,
« but afterwards fhot as well and as far as ever it did.”

_An archer fhould avoid, as much as may be, cbang-
ing his bow or arrows, during the Shooting; as, the
‘change of either, partxcular]y of the former, will vary his
fhooting: however, in movmg from a long to a fhort
length, or the contrary, it frequently becomes neceffary
to change the arrows, and fometimes the bow: yet,
fome archers ufe a bow they can command, at all ¢or
moft lengths.

SECTION VII.

ASCHAM’S CONCLUSION.

e THESE things,” fays Afcham, * fpoken of me
generally and briefelye, -if they be knowen,
*¢ had, and handled, fhall bringe a man to fuche fhoot-
inge, as fewe or none ever yet came unto: but,
s i'urely, if he miffe in anye ‘one of them, he can never
, “ hitte the marke; and in the more he doth miffe,
. “the farther he fhooteth from his marke.”
T o this we may add another remark of Afcham’s, in
his own words; viz. “ Againe you knowe, Hefiodus
¢ writeth to his brother Perfes, ¢ that all craftes-men,
“ by contendinge one honeftly with -another, do en-
 creafe theyr cunninge with their fubftance.” And
* therefore, in London and other great cities, men of
- ¢ one crafte moft commonly dwell together; becaufe in
' €« honefte
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« honefte ftrivinge together, who Thall do beft, everye
« one may wax both' cunninger and rycher. So like-
« wyfe, in fhootinge, to make matches, to affemble
¢ archers together, to contend who fhall fhoote beft
¢« and winne the game, encreafeth the ufe of fhootinge
¢« wonderfully amonges men.”

Befides the emulation naturally excnted by competl-
thl'l, the © Meed of the green Archer,” is not want-
ing to give life to his endeavours; fince there are very
few focieties, which have not their buglcs, arrows, me-
dals, and other prizes (43). Excellence in this art,
has in no age gone unrewarded. The applaufe of |
numbers, and a prize from the hands of its patrons, mark
the hiftory of home-bred archery. In early times, the =
vior (according to the Garland) was rewarded with a
gilt wreath, a filver arrow, or a pipe of wine. At the
thootings in the times of Henry VIII. and Charles 1.
Wood tells us, the archer’s prizes were bows of gold and
filver, pieces of plate and money. Bowman’s Glory The
general meetings of the different focieties of archers in
England, fince the late revival of the art, have been
attended with a very confiderable difplay of grandeur,
At the meeting on Black-heath (in the year 1791) there
were ﬁxtem pair of targets on the, ground; each pair
having its fociety” in uniform. The novelty of the
fight attralted fuch a concourfe of people, that the
fhoating was ‘much impeded ; which has obliged the
archers, on public occafions, to refort to fome more
obfcure place. The prizes were gald and filver medals.
See’a further account of “this meetmg in Hargrove's Anec-
dotes, p. 100. : :

-

-

(43) The Toxophilite Society are now ih poffeflion of the badge,
noticed by Mr. Barrington, and {uppofed to have been prefent-
ed to the Fm{bury archers, by . Catherine of Portugal “wife of

Gbarles I, ;
# . Qg CHAP- -
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*  CHAPTER X.

:

OF THE SEVERAL KINDS OF SHOOTING, AND THE
RULES TO BE OBSERVED THEREIN,

~

THERE are. fix kinds of ﬂmotmg with tho long-
bow: viz.

Roving—Hoyle - fhooting—Flight - ihootmg—m‘ntu

-{hooring— Prick or Target-ihootmg, and Clout-
fhootmg.

SECTION I.

ROVING. |

OVING, or fhooting at rovers, is doubtle(s of all
other, the moft ancient kind of fhooting; and

was principally attended to in this country, during the
period when the bow was a national and military’ wea~
pon. [t was that ftrong and powerful kind of fhooting,
the negle& of which, both Hollinthed and Afcham fo
much lament. Rovers, are, in fa& (as the word, im~
ports) cafual and unmeafured or va,ned marks; gene- -
rally at confiderable diftances, and fhot at- with longer
and heavier arrows than thofe ufed for moft other kinds
of fhooting.. Thefe marks ate of three forts: namely,
ift, Grourd marks; as land marks, ftones, or any other
objetts that are fufficiently diftin®, cxthcr upon. the
. ground
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ground, or not more than a foot or two above it. ad,
High marks; as trees, tall buthes, &c, 3d, B#m, and
prick marks,

This kind of fhooting was gréatly prized by éur ane
ceftors, as peculiarly requiting not only much fkill, but
allo confiderable ftrength, and a knowledge of diftance ;
the command of which two latter qualities in archery
was every thing in the field. And, fo attentive was the
legrﬁamrc to fupport and encourage thefe important
points in the ufe of the bow; that we find, when ar-
chery began to decline upon the ufe of crofs-bows and
fire-arms, and men began, as Ho!’lm{hed obferves,  to

-¢ fhoot compafs for paftime,” an a& of parliament
was pafled (33 Hen. 8. c. 9.) whereby, it is enacted,
¢ that no man under the age of twenty-four years fhall
< fhoot at any ftanding prick, except it be at a rover,
¢t whereat he fhall change at every fhoot his mark, upon

«¢ pain for every fhoot, deing the contrary, four-pence. -

¢« And that no perfon, above the faid age of twenty-
« four years, fhall fhoot at any mark of ceven frore
¢ yards or under, with any prick-fbaft or flight, under the
¢ pain toforfcit for every fhoot, fix thillings and eight-
¢t pence.”” The a&'does not prefcribe the length or
weight of the arrow to be ufed. The fame aét ordered .
the ereltion of butts in every town, at which men
were to {hoot on Sundays and holydays.

"Thefe butts were often fhot at as roving marks, and
not, as weé gencralfy fhoot at them at this day, as
Sanding marks, without changing the diftance at every

" fhot; but, going the round and changmg the butt at
every fbor. Dr. Mulcafter (mentioned in a preceding
part of thefe Tratts ‘who lived at the time the above
a& of parliament paffed) obferves, that  in roving you
¢ may ufe either the dutte, or the pricke, by the way,
¢ for your marke, as your pleafure fhall be.”

Q.4 The
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The Lenoths in the Finfbury Fields, which were of very
conﬁdcrable extent, confifted of feveral hundred marks,
from nine fcore to near twenty-fcore yards; and were
marked by I’cones (44), on which the names of the
marks were cut: many of them exift to this day. And
the Archers divifion of the Artillery company of: London
have, for centuries paft, been in the habit of fhooting
at thofe marks once in every three or four years; and
caufing all obftructions, which prevented one mark
being 'feen from the- other, to be removed: as their
charter warrants.  As was obferved, this kind of fhoot-
ing required fkill, ftrength, and a good eye capable of
afcertaining, by a glance, pretty nearly: the diftance of
~ the mark to.be fhot at. It was, no doubt, the fhooting
alluded to by Leo, in his 7a&ics; who commanded the
archers to exercife themfelves * in holts, hills, dales,
¢ woods and plains, to enure them:to all the chances °
"« of war.” Roving has the advantage of prick fhoot-

ing, by carrying our fteps through an extent of country.

On which account, Dr. Mulcafter, fpeaking of the ar-

chery of England, adds, ¢ wherein roving muft needes
-¢ be the beft and moft healthfull, both for varieties of
* ¢ motion in diverfities of foile; and, by ufing a/ archery
“ in exerc:ﬁng one kinde.” The particular advantage
to the archer, who pratifes roving, is, that by fhooting
at high elevations, frequently at an elevation of forty
five degrces, he draws more towards his breaft, or
the point of his' fhovlder; and, confequently, learns
to command a very ftrong bow, acquires a knowledge
of diftance, and gives a degree of more powerful ex-
ertion to his body, than moft other kinds of archery

(44) See a copy of amap of fome of thefe marks anpexed to Bar«
rington’s Objérvdmm on drchery: and the Ayme for the Finsbury Arc&:r:,
~which latter contains the names and ditances of all the marks.

afford ;
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afford; and, in fa& purfues the means to become
‘a perfect archer. For Carew, i bis Survey of Cornwall,
fpeaking of the fame of the old Cornifh archers, takes
occafion to remark, ¢ that for neere and well-aimed
« fhooting, butts made them perfe&- in the one, and
¢ roving in the other: for, Prickes, the firt corrupter
< of archery, through too much precifenefle, were then
¢ fcarcely knowne, and little practifed.” (45)

ORDER OF THE GAME.
Rules. (46)

1. For the finding of your mark, it muft be within -

" every man's reach. Alfo ‘the precifely naming
your mark, prevents much altercation.

2. For whites you may have as many as you will, fo
they be all forwards; and, if you fhoot at any loofe -
white, if it be firiken out of fight, it is no mark.

3d. Although the wood of the ftake be above the pin
(47), you are to meafure at the pin, if there be
any ; becaufe it is put in for that purpofe.

4. If you find a bufh or a black ; whatfoever you find

bigheft in it, being within compa{é of the mark,

(45) Roving is fhll kept up by the Toxophxhte Society. Mr.
. Barrington informs us, that the late General Oglethorpé, in com-
pany with the old Duke of Rutland and others of confiderable
rank, was accuftomed to fhoot in the neighbourhood of London.
Oéﬁr'vamm on Archery.

(46) All thefe rulcs (except the three laft) which were always
obferved by the Fintbury Archers, are taken from the &ime for the
Finfoury Archers, and the rules annexed to Shotterel and Durfy's
Poem on Archery.

" (47) The pin or peg fecured the mark to the ftake.

I

you
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you are to, takc the lngbe/i part thercof for your

place to meq/ure at.

5+ For all trees you are to meafure at fyor - and pok

_except, in naming them, .you fay, at the naif,
or at the bole in fuch a tree: or, being a tree of
“fo fmall height, that you may reach the top of it
with _half your bew, then you  may take the
higheft part te meafure-at:. but, for faot and pole,
you muft meafure a foot above the higheft g crround
which joins the tree.

6. If, in meafunng a fhoot, the difference is fo {mall
that it cannot be decided: then that competitor
fhall win the fhoot, which is beft. ‘at the next

K mark.

7 If' in meafurmg a fhoot, by hafte, the mark 1s ftirred
out of its place, he is to lofe the thoot that mea-
fures it. :

8. If, at firt coming to the mark, you claim’ two,
and the contrary fides draw their arrows: you are:
to win no more than you firft claimed, although
your. partner, when he comes, challenges more.

9. If you name one mark and fboot at another, you
are to loofc your fhoot, and the others are to fol-
low at the mark named.

0. If your arrow Jreaks, you may meafure from the
neareft piece that has wood and bead, or wood and
Sfeather. '

. If you have any mifhap, as in nocking amifs, &c.
if you can reach your arrow with’ your bow, you

: may fhoot again ; if it fly further, it is a fhoot.

r2. In fthooting at rovers, you muft ftand no further

from your laft mark [or ftanding place], than you
can reach with half your bow (48). ~ 13. He -

!

(48) The rule in Shotterel and Durfey, adds, < but at Pricks you
¢ arc permitted to ftand two bows before your mark, and as much
\ $¢ behind
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13. He who gets the caft, has the privilege of naming
the fanding place and the next mark, and leads.
Note, It is a general rule at all games, that the

thooter who gets the caft, or his partner leads. )

14. No arrow can count which is not within ffve bows
(49), or ten yards of fome part of the mark.

15. Seven is the game.

- Note. As it is not always poffible to know, whether
the mark given, is within the reach of every fhooter:’

- and it is not always convenient to be reftrained in point

of diftance, on account of a2 weak fhooter; therefm’, <
the firft of the above rules is fubject to this vanatxon,
viz:

That, if any fhooter thinks he cannot reach the
mark; he may walk in a reafonable diftance; upon
condition, that he thoots with a fligh? arrow, and draws
it to the bead. It may here be obferved, that in fhoot-
ing games in general, the archer is at liberty to ufe
‘what fort of arrows he chufes: each archer fhoots two
arrows; and a forfeit is gencrally paid, if.an archer
does not diftinguith his arrow, by his own particular
mark. : '

«¢ behind it as you pleafe.” However, this part of the rule feems
to have been long exploded, and the former part of it is adopted
in prick-/booting as well as in roving.
(49) The meafure 4y the bow is alluded to in the followmg flanza.
¢ The {creffes men fchot foll faft,
¢ As archares that weren godde,
¢« Ther cam non ner néy the marke
b Bey half a god archares bowe.” :
Robyn Hoda arxd e Porten,. New Garland.

SECTION'



SECTION II.

HOYLE-SHOOTING.

. l lOYLE is am old north ceuntry word, ﬁgmfymo
fmall eminences, as mole-hills, or thiftles, docks,
and other prominent marks. Hoyle-fhooting is a game

mentioned by Drayton ; who, fpeaking-of Robin Hood -

and his archers, fays,

« Atlong butts, fhort and /wyle:, each one could cleave the
(14 Pln
} - Poly-Olb. Song 26.

E Thls fort of fhootmg is'(Rriétly fpeaking) roving; -

as the marks fhot at are -at -varied and uncer-
tain diftances.  Indeed, it differs from roving only
in this ; that thofe diftances are always fbort: fome-
times not ‘more than fifteen or twenty yards, at the
fancy ‘of the leader. This fhooting is ufed by way
of variation, to conclude and determine butt-fhooting,
when the games at the latter are equal on both fides.

ORDER OF THE GAME.

Rulés. .

THE g4th, 6th, 7th, 8th, gth, 10th, 11th, 12th,
~ 13th, and 135th, rules for rovmg, are apphcable
to hoyle-fhootmg
~ The mark given is never to exceed fix jwre—and the
nearc[t arrow wins,

.

SECTION

1

[ 2367 | s
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SECTION III.

' FLIGHT - SHOOTING.

\

_ FLIGHT-SHOOTING takes its appellation from

the fflight, or light arrows ufed in this game: which

is fhot without regard to mark, or- fixed ditance. The

lighteft arrows that will ftand in the bow, are made ufe of;
and, the greateft poffible diftance is the only obje&.

This kind of fhooting affords opportunities of trying

‘experiments; by comparing the flight of long, fhort,
~heavy and light, and of fharp and blunt-piled arrows,

inall weathers (50): as well as the powers of different
bows. ‘

ORDER
Al

(g0) Itis fuprifing how a well-made and well-loofed arrow will
contend againft, and even gain upon the wind. The fwiftne/i of an
arrow is well defcribed by Ovid :

Swift as his words the fatal arrow flew,
The Centaur’s back admits the feathered wood,
And thro’ his breaft the barbed weapon ftood.
Met. Fab. 2. 1. 26.

And Mr. Mofeley has given us the following lively and piQu.
refque defcription of the flight of an' arrow :

< The appearance of an arrow on the wing, viewéd on the fide,
¢ is fingularly interefting. Its fieady movement—the curve it de-
fcribes—its afcending and defcending motion—its velocity, &c.
“ are all fources of beauty which never fail to excite agreeable
¢ feelings in-the mind, and, even lead us to attribute altive powers,
¢ for a moment, to the fhaft. Weaknefs and ftrength are well ex-
¢ prefled by the arrow which arrives fhort, or which paffes far over
¢ the target; and the different degrees of {wiftnefs perceptible in
¢ arrows, from bows of various powers, immediately aflociate the
¢ ideas of bodily vigour and energy, in various degrees of -
“ ftrength.”  Moefeley, p. 273.

A black arrow is beft feen in the air, and the archer can trace its
flight better than the flight of any other.—Arrows may be ftained

with

-
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ORDER OF THE GAME. ‘

THIS game fcarcely admits of any other rule, than
that the furtbeft fhot wins : yet, the 6th, 8th, 1oth,
11th, 12th, 13th, and 15thrules for roving feem
to be applicable to this kind of fhooting.

s

SECTION 1IV.

' BUTT-SHOOTING.

UTT, fays Mr. Barrington, in his Ofervations on
Archery, is a word fignifying 4 mound of earth on
.which marks are fixed to be fhot at; and is of French
extra&tion. We find that by the ftat. of the 33d H. 8.c. g.

butts were ordered to be eretted throughout England.
Butts are nearly fquare, and built in form of a wedge.
“‘They are made with turfs of earth. Thofe dug from a
common, where the grafs is fhort and the roots of heath
plants are matted together in it, are the beft for the pur-
~pofe. Thefe turfs are laid upon each other, and rammed
down hard. Thelength of each buttin frontis generally
nine feet, or little more ; the height feven feet: it is four
" feet

with a black dye made of copperas and lpgwood, witha fmall pro«
portion of gum-arabic. They may be polifthed with thamoy leathery
upon which a little tripoli has been put; then rubbed with: linfeed
oil, afterwards dried and rubbed with a woolen cloth, and coveted
with the copal oil varnifh, thinned with fpirits of turpentine.
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feet deep at the bafe; and about one foot four inches
broad at the top. - .

They are frequently ornamented with crown-clods, (as

they are called); that is, turfs cut into the thape of an
urn or hour-glafs, one of which is placed at each corner,
and one in the middle. And, it is a very old cuftom, for
the thooter, whofe arrow lodges in one of the crown-
clods, to pay fix-pence as a forfeit to the marker (51).

Butts are placed at various diftances. Thofe erected

by the Toxophilite Society, are in fets: each fet con-
fifting of four, and each butt being thirty yards diftant
from the other; forming a chain of lengths of 30, 60,

~ 90, and 120 yards,—and fo difpofed, that they do not-
ftand in the way of the archer, when fhooting at any of
the lengths.

Upon thefe butts (breaft or about three feet and an.

half high) is placed the mark ; which is a circular piece
of thin white pafte-board, four inches in diameter.

Since the late revival of archery, a new kind of butt

(faid to have been invented in Scotland) has been intro-
duced into the Toxophilite Society, and adopted by it.

’

(51) The marker is a perfon who attends the butt-thooting

always ftanding by the butt fhot at. His bufinefs is to mark the
fpot in which every arrow lights in the butt; by placing, for about
half a minute, his marker (a {imall white mark fixed in a ftick which
he holds in his hand) clofe to the arrow ; fo that the thooters may-
noticeit. When he removes his marker, he gives them the follow- .

in

g fignals:

For the 4¢ff arrow  —Three fhakes with the marker over Ais

) head. :

For the fecond ditto —The like below.

For the paper prick’d —He takes off his hat and bows, once for the
' outer circle—twice for the white—and

three times for the pin.

For an ower arrow . . . —He moves the marker brifkly upwards.

Fara wide ditta . . . . horizontally.

For a fhort ditto . . . . downwards,

The marker feldom attends at any mark of lefs than ninety yards.

Ic
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Itisfhot, under cover, at the four-rood-length. This
butt confifts wholly of fraw, laid firft in truffes, and then
fcrewed down as tight as poffible: the ends are afterwards
cut {fmooth. ThlS isa very pleafant butt to fhoot at, is
durable, (if kept under.cover and preferved from wet)
and never injures the arrow. ,

, ORDER OF THE GAME.

THERE are two ways of fhooting at butt-marks, viz.
either with or without reference to the inches.
1. In the firft cafe, #no arrow counts which is not within
. the inches (or diftances allowed). Thefe inches
or allowed diftances, are as follow: four inches
at the four-rood-length ; sight inches at the eight-
rood-length ; and fo on, allowing one inch for
every rood (52).
2. Inthe laft, the arrow nearq/i‘ to the mark wins.
. _The Toxophilite Society, in order to fave the trou-
- ble of frequent admeafurement when the inches are
fhot, place their white or mark upon a blue or dark
ground; which forms an exterior circle of as many
inches in diameter as are allowed. So that, as every ar- -
row counts which comes within the inches; fo, every
arrow within the inches mu/ be in the paper. Hence,
this is called the paper-game; and is feldom fhot at any
other diftance than the four-rood-length.
Shooting at the inches feems to have been a very an-
cient practice. In the ballads of Robin Hood, we find

(52) Many have beat the inchos at the JSfour and eight rood-lengths.
But none have been known to do that, at the longer lengths. The
mches are calculated from the outfide of the mark.

‘mention
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mention of a garland ; particularly in the fong of* Rodin
Hood and Guy of Gifborne; and, in The Lytell Gefte of
*Robyn Hode. —( New Garland ).

In the latter, we find the following rcoulatxon for thxs
~ fhooting laid down :

« On every fyde a rofe garlonde,
_ ¢ They fhot under the lyne.
« Who fo fayleth of the rofe garlande,” fay’d Robm,
*¢ His takyll he fhall tyne.’
Seventh Fytte. v. 180.

R ules.

“The 6th, 7th, 8th, 10th, 11th, 12th, and 15th rules
at rovers are applicable to butt-(hootmg

The arrow is always meafured from that part which is
neareft to the point of the pin.

SECTION V.

[

OF PRICK-SHOOTING.

IN archery we»fqequenfly find mention of prick- fhooting,

—Prick-marks and prick-fhafts are noticed in the ~ -

ftac. of the 33d H. VIII. c 9. before cited. The
latter, we know, are arrows confiderably lighter than
thofe ufed in other kinds of fhooting, except flight-
fhooting. The ancient prick-mark was fiequently called

the white ; and confifted, moft probably, of acador

piece of ftiff white paper. .
In the Garland, indeed, we read of pmk wana’: and
willow-wands (probably peeled-fticks).
" . One thing we may colle&, which diftinguifhes this
kind of fhooting from others; namely, that the prick or
mark was generally fixed to one fpot, and at a lefs dif~
. R o - tance

.
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tance than in other kinds of fhooting, and not varied

during the fhooting; hence the ftatute terms it a fanding

prick or mark. Prick being a Saxen word for point,

feems to indicate, that this kind of fhooting was chiefly -

~ confined to fmall marks. It was that fort of clofe thoot-

ing which the ftatute intended to reftrain; and which,
Carew obferves, ¢ required too much precifenefs.”
Holinthed and Afcham allude to it, under the term of -
‘¢ fhooting round compq/s " and they agree in opxmon
with Carew, that it was ¢ the corrupter of archery,
meaning the powerful archery of thc fourteenth and °
fifteenth centuries.

It was, probably, termed fhooting in round compafs,
becaufe it was plain up and down fhooting, at two fhort

. marks. To this kind ‘of fhooting King Edward the

Sixth, doubtlefs, alludes, in his MS. Diary; where,
fpeaking of a.fhooting match in which he bore a part—,
he obferves, « I loft the chaleng of fhoting at roundes, .
* and wane at rovers.” Cott. MSS. Nero. c. 10.p. §5.

The: marks ufed in this kind of fhooting have, for
more than two centuries paft, confifted either of a fmall .
circular piece of white paper, fixed to a poft by means,
of a hole and wooden pin (as appears to be reprefented
in the frontifpiece to Markbam’s Archery); or of a target.
The former is now a/ways placed upon a butt: the lat-
ter occafionally occupies its place on the butt (where
we find it placed at public fhootings).—See The Remem-
drance of Shootings, in the Bowman's Glory But is gene-
rally placed upon a frame, which gives it any degree of
elevation required.

It appears by the proceedings of the Finfbury archers,
that in the year 1671, they defigned and prefented a
target to .the London and Weftminfter archers; and,
that in the year 1754, the ftewards were directed, -*¢ to

¢ provide a target, or fquare pafteboard, covered with

« cloth;
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« cloth; round the center of which fhould be drawn a-

« circle, “and about that circle, four concentric tings, to
¢ be vifibly and exaétly diftinguithed by colours : fo,
¢ that the target might confift of fve rings, valued by
« fifths: of which, the center was to be the captain’s—
« the fecond or lieutenant’s was to be 4-fifths of the
¢ captain’s—the third 3-fifths of the captain’se~the
¢« fourth 2-fifths—and the fifth 1-fifth. The outfide
¢ wasto be painted black, and called foxs, and to be of
¢ no value.”

" The modern targets are made of oil cloth, divided

into rings or circles as above defcribed : but, inftead of
fimple rings, the whole diameter, or fpace between each
ring or circle, is coloured.  The general colours are, for
~ the center, gold ; then red; the third white (termed the

inner white) ; the fourth d/ack ; and the exterior circle
(termed the outer white) white (52). Thefe colours
being generally painted upon a dark-green ground, all
beyond the outer white is now termed the petticoat ; and,
till within a few years paft, it was a cuftom of ancient
ftanding and merriment, thatan born fpoon {hould, during
the fhooting, be worn by whoever laft fhot his arrow inte
the fous or perticoat. This target.cloth is fewed upon-a
bofs, which is made of ftraw (twifted as for bee-hives)
with a flat furface. ,

(52) The original Finfbury target feems to have been preferable
to t.g'e modern one, not poflefling fuch a glare of colours.

A few years ago, a target, upon a new principle, called a Blazon,
was introduced from Flanders, and fhot at in Mr. Anderfon’s
ground at Holloway. It was {quare, and was fixed fo as to have one
angle upwards. Inftead of circles, the face of it was divided into
fquares, each bearing a number, and next to every number was a
cipher., The higheft number was 26, placed in the center, in a
fmall circle; round which, in the fame fquare, was placed
number 1 ; and the next higheft numbers were at the corners
and on the fides. This target was fomewhat larger than our com-
mon tal’gets- )

: R2 ORDER
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ORDER OF THE GAME.

IN ordinary fhooting, colour ftamps no partimlar"
value upon the hit; but every hit in any colour counts
one. Atother times, (a5 in prize-fhooting), the frf
. fhot in the go/d; or, the neareff center thot, during the
fbooting, wins. And, fometimes evéry colour bears a pros
portionate value. Thus, a fhot in the gold counts g ;
in the red 7 ; in the inner white §;-in the black 3; ‘and
in the outer white 1: the exterior circle bemg, according
“to qalculauon, nine times larger than the interior one;
‘and the fame proportion bemg obferved in calculating
the value of each circle. The moft central fhot gives
‘the title of captain, the next that of lieutenant—of the
target. 'The greatef number of bits gwes the title of
captain; and the next greateft number, that of leutenant—
‘of numbers.

' The modern target diftance is one bundred yards. It
‘was formerly greater. At the fhow and fhooting in 1583,
. ‘it was feven fcore and eight yards :—and in 168[ eight

fcore. Atthe F mfbury yearly target, the firft diftance
was eleven fcore yards, and, at every two or three ends,
it was reduced. ten yards, until it was eight fcore, at
which it remained till the thooting was finithed.

The fize of the target thould vary in proportion_ to
‘the diftance : thus, at fixty yards, it fhould be rwo feet;
-at eighty yards, three feet; and, at an bundred yards, four
feet, in diameter.

3

Rudles.

THE Finfbury rule allowed an arrow to reckon in .
that ring broken or depreffed neareft the center; but in the
Toxophxhtc

!
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‘Toxophilite ground, an arrow, dividing two colours, can
only reckon in the colour furtheft from the center.
. The 6th, 8th, 1oth, ruth, 12th, and 14th rules |,
obferved at rovers, may alfo be obferved in this
thooting. T '

G

SECTION VI.

OF CLOUT-SHOOTING.

‘HE clout is a {mall white target, generally about
twelve inches in diameter. It is faftened to a
thort upright ftick, which is driven into the ground
fomewhat obliquely, till the lower ‘edge of the clout
touches, or nearly touches, the ground. The clout, in
former days, was a fquare white cloth. ‘
This game is noticed by Shakfpcare.— See ante,
page 110,

ORDER OF THE GAME,

THE clout is placed at the diftance of nine or eleven
fcore yards. If at the latter, the diftance is generally
reduced balf a Jeore every game, - till it 1s drawn in to
nine {core, when it remains fixed.” Or (accordmg to'the
practice in Scotland), the firft diftance is eleven {core,
for five double ends ; the next ten fcore, for the like num-
ber of double ends; and, the laft diftance is #ine {core,
yards.

Rules.

THE rules for this game are the 6th, 7th, 8th, 1oth,
11th, 12th, 14th, and 15th rules ufed at rovers,
The fhot muft be meafured from the center of the
clout, o
R 3 SEC=
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SECTION VII.

OF SHOOTING FOR PRIZES.

HE old cuftom, among the Finfbury archers, in
fhooting for prizes at the target, was, that the fir/?
Thot in the gola’ or ipterior circle, won. Thxs cuoftom
probably took place, when the targets were fixed at
greater diftances than thcy are at prefent. But, as
this method proved but ill calculated at the target dif-
tance now obferved, either to excite emulation, or to
_ difplay fuperior fhooting; the Toxophilite Society new
modelled the cuftom, by declaring, that the moft central
fhot, made during the whole fbooting, fhould be deenred
the beft, and win as the fir# center-fhot. formerly did.
This method preferved the old cuftom of center-fhots,
. and, at the {ame time, gave opportunity for a longer
conteft of fkill. But yet it did not altogether decide
JSuperiority in fhootmg —T o determine which, the Society
infticuted another prize, entitled the Medal of Numbers,
which is won by the greaze# number of bzt.r in the
target, without regard to colours.

In order to carry the difplay of fkill ftill furthcr, they
ordained, that the bugle (which is annually prefented to
them by their patron, his Royal Highnefs the Prince of
Wales) fhould be thot for at the target, changing the
Length, and the Size of the Target every end, andgiving a
value to each colour, inproportion to its proximity to the cen-
ter.—(See ante, Page 113.) And, as an encouragement
to the younger archers, it is a rule, that nomember, who
has won a bugle, can fhoot for a jecond till each member
has once won one. -

T}ns
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This was a very old rule in prize-fhooting; as ap-
pears by the following curious extra®, from a very an-
‘cient marufcript, preferved in the Harleian colletion;
entitled “ The Booke of certain Triumphes, upon the
¢¢ Marriage of Richard Duke of York (fon to Kinge
¢ Edward IV.) with Ann Mowbray, Daughter to the
“ Duke of Norfolk.” _

¢ The challenge of the Ladie Maie’s fervants to all
- <« comers, to be performed at Greenwiche.”

¢ To fhoot ftandart arrowe, or flight (53).”

« Item, The fifteenth daye of Maie next followinge,
¢ there thal be certain archers of the faid Ladye’s in the
¢ fielde, at the howers aforenamed; to fhoot ftandart -
¢ arrowe and flight, with all comers. And he that wil
¢ come and furtheft fhootes without ftand, at any of
¢ thefe games, or at all; (that is to faie), the anfwerer:
‘¢ that fhootes the ftandart furtheft, to have a prife de-
 lived hitn by the judges. And he that fhootes next,
¢ another ; and foin like cafe at the arrowe and flight :
 provided always, that he that winneth any of the
¢ prifes, fhall not after that fhoote againe for-none of
* the prifes of that game, he hath once woone of,
¢ during the time.”—Harl. MSS. No, 6g.

(53) Stow informs ue, that the citizens of London were accuf-
tomed to thoot before the Mayor, Aldermen, and Sheriffs, in
Finfbury-field, with the fandard, brtad-arrow, and fight, for
games.—-Survey of Londen. (1598). F 77. And it feems, that the
Lord-Mayor annually appeared tafee a prize won, by thooting
with a pound-arrew. - School of Recreation, by R.H. London, 1684.
12mo. :

Ry SEC,
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SECTION VIII.
OF TIHE POPINJAY AND GOOISE.

NDER the ‘head of Games of Amufement, af-
: forded by- the Bow, we may add thofe of the
- pepingoe or popinjay, and the goofe.

The firft of thefe two games (whlch feems to be an
humane imitation of that defcribed in the J/iad and
. Aineid) is.a mark, the thape and fize of 4 parrot, pro-
jected two or three feet from the top of a church-fteeple.
It confifts of three loofe parts, (all fixed together upon
iron pins or points); namely, the body and two wings :
and is fhot at perpendicularly (the archer refting his left
foot upon the bafe of the tower); and, no arrow which
does not ftrike one of the loofe parts precifely ar zhe
pin which fupports it, can unhinge it. This game is -
annually practifed at Kilwinning, in Scotland.

The inhabitants of feveral parts of Flanders practife
the fame fort of game, under the title of the Eagle.
 The gazye-/bootmg was thus:—“ A living goofe was
« enclofed in a turf-butt, having its head alone expofed
« to view; and the archer who firft hit the goofe’s
¢« head, was entitled to the goofe as his reward. . Bl
«¢ this cuftom, on account of its barbarity, has been
« long laid afide: and, in place of the goofe-head, a
« mark (of about an inch in diameter) is fixed upon
« each butt, and the archer, who firft hits this mark, is
¢ captain of the butt-thooters for a year.”—Barrington.

SEC~
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SECTION IX.  .°
' OF PLUCK-BUFFET.

N the Garland we read of a ludicrous game, intitled
Pluck. buffet, in which the King is made to engage with
Robin Hood: - ' ‘ .
© Our Kynge and Robyn rode togyder. -
For foth as I you {ay, :

And they thote plucke-buffet,
As they went by the way.

And many a buffet our kynge wan,
Of Robyn Hode thatday; -

And nothynge fpared good Robyn
Our Kynge in his pay. . ‘

- "Lytel Gefle of Robyn Hode.

" . Eight Fytte;
This game is more fully explained in the preceding
Fytte ; where it was agreed, ‘that whoever fhould fail of

“the rofe-garland fhould ' -

Bere a buffet on his Aede :
- T wys ryght all bare.
New Garland.
Seventh Fytte.

"SECTION X.

OF FISH-SHOOTING, &¢.

A LTHOUGH fibing cannot regularly be intro-
duced under the head of Games in Archery, yetis.

it an amufement, to which the bow can contribute ; and,
many archers may be inclined to try the experiment.

Shooting fith with arrows, is.an employment in which
the



[ 250 ]

the inhabitants of many of the uncultivated parts of the

globe are well fkilled. ~ A few years ago, Mr. Waring

invented an arrow for this purpofe, which has been ufed

with great {uccefs, both in the meers in Chethire, againft

thofe tyrants of the watry plain which frequently break

through a net ; and, in ftriking carp from the land.

. Mr. Waring has alfo invented arrows for threwing

bullets and fimall fhot—See a defcription of them, and of
the whiftiing arrow, in Mr. Mofeley’s Effay on Archery.

Mr. Mofeley alfo mentions a fingular invention (which
he deems more curious than ufeful) for taking birds on

the wing, by fhooting a #et over them, by means of an
arrpw.—Pages 135, 138,

\

.
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REMEMBRANCE

. ‘ .
OF THE WORTHY

SHOW axpo SHOOTING

PUKE OF SHOREDITCH,

AND HIS

 ASSOCIATES

THE

WORSHIPFUL CITIZENS OF LONDON,

UPON
Tuefday the 17th of September, 1583.

Set forth according to the Truth thereof, to the everlafting
Honour of the Game of Shooting in the Long Bow.

BEr W. M.
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TO THE w,onfn'nr ' " A
SHOREDITCH DUKE, |
AND Hli.'l;wo

NEPHEWS, -

SONS TO THE

EARL OF PANCRIDGE,

~ And to all the Worthipful Citizens and Chief Archers
of the City of London:

W. H. witheth Continuance of Health, with Increafe of Honour.

BOLDLY have I prefumed (Right Worfbipful Members
of this Honourable City ) to publifb unto the eyes of the
world, your late laudable work, which not only beautified
this city, but the whole realm of England. Rare was the
Jight, great was the coft, yet greater your good wills: the
report whereof will be in memory while London lafteth,
Now fecing no man taketh in band to deferibe the fame
as it deferved, and pitying greatly it fhould lye bidden,
I confidered that blind Bayard oft times feemeth boldeft, -
and thereupon my felf (though leaft able of all other) have
prefumed, under your correition, to publifb the truth of

 what I noted in the train: therein purpofing, that though

20 your own ears it bringeth no matter of delight, yet the'
: ' truth



.
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truth of this feemly fbow (which fame bath far fpread
a&rdqd ) may through this realm be expreffed; as alfo left
in remembrance unto your childrens children, and their
pifterity after them: Befeeching theréfore that your wife-
domes would accept my good will, for which I remain
thankfut during my life.

Your Worthips
.. In all Humility,
W. M.



T ‘as7 7 | .

A

 REMEMBRANCE, &:. .

THE learned in time paft have greatly commended
' the’ penning of hiftories, becaufe that by them
their. pofterity is certified, what hath been done jn. the
ddys of their anceftors; the benefit whereof is greatly
confidered in the wifeft of this age, and I would it were
unknown to none. Our Elders heretofore that have
regiftered the great battles and fkirmifhes in times
paft, mention that the Long-bow hath done great
alts, and been the overthrow of mighty armies:
wherefore conflidering what profit apd honour our com- -
monwealth of England hath gained by the long-bow,
I have thought convenient to fet down in memory that
. moft honourable thow of Archers, which was at Lon-
don on the feventeenth of Scptcmbcr, 1§83 ; chiefly
for two caufes: firft, to exhort our Countrymen to con-.
tinue at home this laudable exercife, the better to dif=
courage our enemies when they haply hear thereof, that
by fo notable a thing fhewed but in a merriment, they
may the better conjeCture what Englith men could do,
if neceffity compelled them to the fame. Secondly,
to follow the cuftom of our anceftors, which is, to
leave enrolled fuch matter as is worthy merhory, ‘that "
fo good a work might feem new in fuch our fuccef~
o S o fors, =
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fors, and procure them to thc furtherance of the hke
caufes in themfelves.
. The Prince of famous memory, ng Henry the
Eighth, having read in the Chronicles of England, and
feen in his own time how armies mixed with good Archers,
“have evermore fo galled the enemy, that it hath been
great caufe of the vitory; he being ppe day at Mile-end
when Prince Arthur and his Knights were there fhooting,
did greatly commend the game, and allowcd thereof,
lauding them to their encouragement. ‘
Thxs noble King at another time keeping a pnnccly
_ court at Windfor, caufed fundry matches to be made
coacernipg fheoting in the long-bow: and to -which
came many principal archers, who.being in game apd the
upthoot givea, as all men thought, there was one Barle
et remaining to (heot, being one-of the king s guand s
30 whom the King very gracioufly faid, win, them all .
sad thoy fhalt be Duke gver all archers. This Barle
drew his bow, and {hoqtmg won the beft. Whereat
the King greatly rejoiced, commending him for his good
“archery; and for-that this Barlo did awcll in Shoreditch,
the King named him Duke of Shoreditch. (A fign of
2 princely mind to the encouragement of his poor fub-
j&.) The memory of all which, both by Prince Ar-
thur and the Duke of Shoredicch, bath been greatly
revived, and within thefe five years fet forward at the
great oot and charges of fundry chief citizens, whofe -
" pames I omit. And now this prefent year 1583, much
more beaytified than ever it was, as hereafter is ex-
prefled. The worthy Shareditch Duke, as fuccefior to
‘the former Duikes his predeceflors, gave warning to. all
his Marquifles, Earls and Barops, with all their erain of
ax:chcrs whatfoever, in and about the city of Laondoa,
"tp be in readinefs to accompany: him into the field, every
one with 3 long bow aad four fhafts, upoa the feven-
teenth
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ceenth of September, and to meet . him in Smlthﬁék!
which they did for the modt part.
* On’ which day in the morning, the Duke bemg at
Merchant-Taylors Hall, there repaired unto him all
shofe that were appointed for the condu&ing of his per-
fon.to the place of meeting, as Barons, and a multitude
of good archers vnder his own enfign; who with found
of trumpets, drums, and other neceflary inftruments for
the beautifying of the fame, paffed along Broadftreet,
where the Duke dwelled, marching through Moorgate
to Finfbury Fields, and from thence 'into Smlthﬁeld
where a great many attended for him: then.the black
train, and the Goldfmiths went forward into-Holborn,
the Duke and+his company following in-a feemly- order ;
where toming againft Hatton-Houfe, the Goldfmiths
ftaid, and caft themfelves “into ranks,. that the Duke
might have fair paffage between them: o that the Train
being. now marching along, and-the Duke paffing by
the Marquis Barlo, alias 'Covell, he prefented to his
noblenefs a wedge of gold, in fign of good will, which
the Duke very thankfully accepted; then came the
-black train, offering by a Page a fpccch to this effedt,
¢ that be was ready to aid bim with all bis power, for
<< bis_fafety, into the field:” whereat the Page, out of a
‘box, flung abroad, gliftering like gold, certain fpanglcs,
in fign of liberality.

Then came the Marquis of Clarkenwell with Hun-
ters, who having been . abroad with their hounds, did
wind their horns; fo that the noife of them, togethet
with the yelling and yelping 'of the hounds; and the
whooping and hallooing of their Pagés which followed,
there was fuch a delight taken by the hearers thereof; as

is worth -memory; which Marquis coming with his
" Forefter, proffered his fervice to the Duke, which he
thankfully accepted; which hunters were under the
[ S 2 . Earl
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[Earl of Paneridge, whofe two fons being nephews to
the Duke, came with their power of Knights, Barons
-and Squires, accompanied with many good and excellent
~archers, taking place, to the honour of the Duke, into the
- field. Then the Goldfmiths took their place behind the
-Duke, whofe gunners, when the Duke was even paft, gave
a worthy valley of fhot, which rung in the air like a thun-
der clap; and fo took place in the hindward. Then
went all the train through Chancery Lave, and turned
‘towards London down Fleetftreet, until ‘they came to
Ludgatc, where ftood ready to receive them into the
czty, certain ‘Knights of great worﬂnp, with many other
g of the Aldermen * (1) of ‘the city and fundry prin-
cipal .Commoners- in the - fame, who being men of
years, and had born great good, will to the laudable
game of fhnoting, entered with fair large arrows in their
hands, in black: gowns, citizen-like, and took their
place behind the Duke; and as they yet paffed through
"Paul’s Church-yard on the {duth- ﬁdc, thege came fundry
szcns forth unto them (2), all in their gowns, and
~ took place, every one having an arrow, as before, to
the- better beautifying and- fetting forth of the fame.
" Thus pafied they through'into Cheapﬁdc, who by that
time. they were come thither, all their Train was in
place, and marched as followeth. Firft came two En-
figns before the Marfhal of the ficld, . the Marfhal being
clad in ‘green velvet and fatin, -with a cruncheon in his
hand: then followed him forty Forefters, apparelled all
in green, every on€. bearing a bow and four fhafts by
their fide, with horns at their backs, which they wmdcd
as thcy went along

( 1) Sir Qwen Hopton. her Majéﬂy s Lietitenant of thé Tower of
London, Sir Rowland Haward, and.divers ' Aldermen. of ' London.
"(2) AtPaul's School came. unto them the Mcrchant. Taylors in -
thear - gowns, every oné hiving 4 fair broad dtrew in their hands.

T . And
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.-And between every one of them Papes (3)7in ‘white
frocks girt unto them, ‘upon” which- ‘was fowed: green
" oaken leaves, with caps. madé in.the fanhe rnafiner§
_every one bearing a-tiller-bow or crofs-bow, and' bréad
arrows. in their hands, to-‘the number of forty; ail
whooping and hallaoing when the hunters. did: wind
 their-horns. Then came fix trumpets founding, with-
drums and fifes, guarded with halberds; then camethe
Marquis of Iflington with twelve Kuights, and thofe’ fe-
veral had (ix gentlemen attendant on them, and:Pagey

in white fultian with. black firipes, and caps- agréeable; -

bearing fhields, with a feemly fhow of Archers, wseufin'g
about: their necks and bodiés green ribbons,. and ‘large
green fcarfs., Next followed a fair, large, red. ﬁreamer,
with the red lion, awith: halberds, ‘dfums; - and . propes
Pages ‘in green, with taffety night- caps,: bearing Fhiclds
and fhafts in ' their ‘hands. - Next: five i Swatttutters
ftrangely :apparelled, - with ~ great hofe: down' to the
fmall of thelr:legs,’ with ftrange caps dgreeable; . beat=
ing on their necks long fwords, which feemed veiy
fer in:.countenance’s then followed. five green mer
(4) clad in ivie, with clubs on'theirmecks, which were
young trees, and the roots upward; -with a worthy
fhow ‘of -bowmen, who for the moft part wore ribbons
of coloured orange tawny, and oranges hanging at them.

Then came the refidue of the Earl of Pancridge’s
grain in the fore-front thereof; the two fons to the Earl
of Pancndge (hlmfclf not prefent, but his coft and

(3) Mr. Beadel, in Patcmoﬁcr-llow, and Mr Smith, in Paul’
Church yard, chiefeft.

(4) Thefe fivegreen men’ were prepared by Mr. Wood, whé
being continual ranger did both exprefs his name,'and_beautify
the thow. His badge alfo bare a fair fhield, upon which ftood this
fentence, More ways than one to the weed. The Marqms of Saint
]obn s wood brought the:wild men. )

. : S 3 ‘ charges
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eharges in fign of a willing mind did- largely dppear,
with a woithy .company- of excellent good archers,
acompanied .with trumpets,. halberds, drums, enfigns,
and'all’ other things neceffary-to the beautifying of the
fame to their great praife, for their large liberatities, be<
Iides the great bountifulnefs of the Earl their father.

- Next followed the fellowthip and "near neighbours
of Ludgate parts; . who, to the ‘furtherance of this fhow,
had been at great coft in provifién .of trumpets, 'drums,
enfigns, fifes, and other furniture: the moft part were
haberdathers of London.(5), who very orderly marched
through the City of London, being fumptuoufly appa-
-selled in velvet jerkins; and hats agreeable; with chains
of gold about- their' bodies, . and - Pages bearing their
thields of fine workmanthip, and-z worthy train of good
archers wearing green {carfs  ahd ribbons of: the fame
colour. The:fhow of Feryers proceeded, which was
one hundred : haindfome fellows with calivers on theie
necks, all trimly decked with white feathers in their
- hats; fo had all their company of archers shroughout 3
“then their enfign and.two Cardinals, wearing broad -hats
of tawny colour; ~with .two filk ftrings buttoned- under
their. chins, the ends hanging down to their feet, ap-
- parelled in red velvet and fatten; next followed two
Friars clothed in black robes, with bald crowns, and
beads in their hands, feeming to pray very devoutly,
and blefling them that paffed by, caufing g great laughmg
and fport. !

“Then came the whole mhabltants following, beauti-
fying the thow, very coftly apparelled, with a child in the
midft of them, mounted, on a great ‘horfe richly trap«

ped, founding a trumpet, to. thc grcar. wonder of many
the bcholdexs :

(s) Efpecially Mr. Blanior, chief of thesn, - . -
: : Then
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" Then followed: the éifizeris and inhiabitdtits of Flean
‘bridge, Fleet-ftreet, and Temiple-bar] withz ‘thow' worth
the beholdmg, of féémly archiers, all btavely apparetied in
filks and chains,” with their enfigns;, drutrs, ‘tfumpets;
and fuch éther furnitare. Then the odd ‘devife 'of

Saint Clement’s parifh, which but ten daysbefore had
made the fame fhow in their own parith, in fecting vp
the Queen’s Majcfty s ftake in Flolborn fields ;- which
ftake-mafter Knevit, one of the gentlemen of her.Ma-

Jetty’s chamber, ‘gave unto therh at his coft and chirges :
And a gun worth three pounds, made of gold, to be
ngen unto him that beft deferved it by fHoeting iri a
picce at the mark, which was fet up on purpofc at
- Saint Jarhes’s Wall. Whereby was to, be ften. the gréat
.good will of fo bountiful and worfhlpfui a gentleman ;

~who: hath promifed yearly, during his life, to give five - -

ﬂhllmgs more to the fame; the gift was given for'a
year to the winner, and to the parifh for ever: The libe-
‘rality of the right hanorable lords of the nobility, their
bouatifulnefs towards the feafting of the whole parifh
. alfo, is worthy remembrance (6): The manpér of the
fhow was, - firft, Saint Clement wearing & rochet and a
raitre, having a long gray beard, rid upon a horfe, with
his man before him, between two hampers: full of fmall
white foaves; giving of bread unto the poor, or ang that -
would have the fame:: having alfo- twelve men follow-
. ing en foot in white canvas caps, and canvas fracks
girt to them, with bafkets on their fﬁouldcrs, waiting
" upon him, having a blue anchor painted on theu"bncaﬁs
..and backs? ﬁndmg it fo regiftered of him in their le-
~ gendary, that S, Clement was firft a baker, who for his

. (.6) The L. of Leicefter gave them two bucks, and 40s. ip mo-
ney. The E. Arundel did lend them his houfe to feaft in, befides
@ hogfhiead of wine and venifop, which he gave them.

vS4 o good
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good wit and hone& life, was made a buhop, and after
a Saint. Afier this fhow came all the young men of
S. Clement’s parifh, very well apparelled with chains
and fome fearfs; every one having his Page attending -
upon him in black frocks, decked with filver, with
caps agreeable, with edgings of white furs, very feemly,
bearing fhields and fhafts, which before did carry the”
guns of the batchelors, when they went to fet up the
ftake, and to fhoot for the gilded gun. Next followed
the ancient houfholders of the fame parifh, with their
Pages, having an enfign, with drums and fuch other
furniture, with a worthy fhow of archers following,
- Then came the Marquis of Hogfden with a ftately
enfign of red-crimfon damafk, in the midft of the which
enfign there was a phcenix in filver carried by two:men
on two ftaves, with found of trumpets and drums; the
fhow beautified with Pages as. before, handfwords to
make room, .and halberds to guide and kcep them in
order.
After them came the Marquis of Shackclwcll chief

treafurer to the Duke, with his men, every one with
white and green ribbons, and badges in their hats, be-
fore whom was carried a moft fair and long enfign of
‘red damafk, in the which was the golden lion: after
the enfign followed two with hand-fwords, to make
room, and then after them two Pages all in white jackets,
upon the which was painted with poudred armour, and
the one Page bare a fhield, on the which was painted a
well, on one.fide of the well there was a leg, and on the
. other an'arm, both arm and leg fhackled to the well, and
branches of box fprmgmg out of the farhg; the other
Page a broad arrow in his hand.

Next after-this company came the ma&er-comp- ;
‘ troller of the Duke’s houf‘e thh his men, every man

, . heving
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having -2 ‘bow and four .arrows as the reft, ‘and gveu .
xibbons about their necks. - ,

-Then came a large table, wherein was wnttcn ‘a de-
_i'cnptxon of the benefit of the fhooting in .the long-bow,
and how fhooting has been decayed, and by whom
eftored : advertifing men from all unlawful games, as
dicing, carding, tipling in alehoufes, and fuch like,
withing to have the exercife of fhooting to be had ia
nfe bath by -matters and fervants, to the ftrength and
commodity - of , this realmi, as' alfo to the terror of -all
'foreagn -enemiies, befides two tables drawn with infcrip-
~ tions of honeft exercife: then came two fair enfigns, white
»_and black, with whifflers in chains of gbld, with white
- ftaves, and henchmen following them bearing fhields,
every fhield painted with a feveral devife ; then came
the Duke himfelf, going between two fine Pages bearing

dhafts, the Duke bearmg a ftandard arrow in his hand,
~ and being apparelled in a long gown, citizen-lke, with
a hat on his head, agreeable to the order of the chief
commoners of the city: then after him follawed Sip
Owen Hopton, Knight, Lieutenant of her Majefty’s
Tower of London, Sir Rowland Hayward, with othef
the Aldermen and Citizens of London, beaiing ftandard
arrows in their hands, with a feemly company of archierss.
" -then came the Earl of Buckley clfe with Mafler Daye
- at Alderfgate, with a fhow of Marquiffes and Barons, -
accampanied with maay Knights of archery, beautified
. with trumpets, drums, enfigns, and halberds, all the |
archers wearing green fcarfs; the Black Prince having
twelve Knights, and a troop of Barons following him in
chains of gold very otderly, and between them Pages in
green jackets and green taffety night-caps, all dropped
with gold and conceits of rare device on their fhields,
- Then laft of his train came the Baron. Stirrop,
| 'whofc coftly ftake will be' in’ memory after he is dead,
now
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pow ftanding at Mile-end. T Fis Baron baocgﬁt s
feemly fhow of good archers, all with green ribbens
about their neck, and efcutcheons in their caps, with the
gilded ftirrop, expreffing the truth of his name: whe,
befides his great coft and charges in feafting of his
archers, did chufe many good ringers of his neighbours,
who in the moming early did ring at the chiefeft churehes

about London, for the honour of the Duke and his

¢ompany, feafting them in the moft commendable man-
ner for their pains, who in the going out of the Duke
through the city, did alfo ring the bells in many chief

churches all the way he went, and likewife at his com- .

mg home, to their great pains and labour.

Latt of.all came the Goldfmiths, accompanied wrth
:fome other inhabitants of Cheapfide and clfewhere, that
joined .with them in company. The invention of the

show was worthy noting: firk came trumpets and

droms, with. two hand-fwords playing, making room

‘with a2 fair beautified enfign: then the‘ancienteft fort

(7) firlt.in gowns and hats, with' every one-a fair large
arrow in his hand, expreffing-the good will to the long-

bow, and now being aged, do give over that laudable -

game: to  their fons and. fervants, yet ftill wel-willers
to the aétion; and every one of them had his Page
feernly cloathed in red mandilions, firiped with filver,
like broad. laces, and caps of red taffety, edged with
white fur ; thefe carried their fhields of fundry devifes,

‘in the.opne of their hands, and an arrow inthé other
" hand : then came a fhip ready rigged, carried pageant-

wife, and cunningly made to tofs and lean fomretimes
on the one fide, and fometimes on the other, witli a
fea-fith rcady to ovcrthtow the {ame, thruﬁmo forth her

(7) “Marquis Barlo, alias @ovell, was the chxef in: the forefroni
of the {hooters. ‘ f .
: head
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head, and placking it in ' again, -in the midlt of tbe ‘
" wyves, and:two.Indians or blackmores to go near unto
fre: on' the one-énd df thethip ftood the unicorn, on the
~ other end the mermaid. - The fhip:feemed as though

" it had newly c¢ome froth India,-ahd by great travel and
danger had brduglit home her burden, laden with gold-
_and filver: then followed the younger men of their train,
and for the meft-apparelled. in fatin doublets, -Gtk havs,
chains of gold about their bodies, and filk hofe, ‘with .
2 bow and four 'fhafts, and every one had his Page
golhg before: bim: in red mandikionsy as before mien<
tioned, ‘and 'caps'accordingly fuitable, - fome bearing
pickers, fome fpades, and fome hammers, fignifying as
though they came from the Indies, and had thence,
by:great Iabour, brought. homte that treafure whichthe
fhip carried - and others carried wedges of gold, 'and
forrie of them filver, which: by workmanfhip is made
out of the fame earth that the thip bringeth; and évery
oneof thef¢ Pages had upon their mandilions thefe fca-
tences written both before and behind;: *..

' Honeft lahour procureth health;
By honeft labour men come to wealth. - .

-~ Thus every one had his Page bearing thefe tools,- like
workmen by whofe labour many things are made bur of
gold and filver to the ufe of all mewn, and to the avoid-
ing of idlenefs. Then upon a ftaff was borne in the .
tnidft of the fame fhow, a coronet, whereat hung three
_arrows of filver, very workmanly made; then follawed
a concert of broken mufick, playing all the-way, to the
great delight of all the beholders and hearets of the
{ame: and laft of all an hundred fhot, being very ready
and nimble to difcharge, and thefe were well appointed
- with powder. Thus went they along through Cheap-
. fide up Cornhill, and turned by Leaden-hall to Bifhopf-
gate, where at the end of Houndfditch the Strect was

chained

T e



* chained in, and there placcd the mmge of - monftrous
"giant, which in-times paft dwelt in that place,, being
« ftoutly defended with long morrice- pikes, halberds, . and
wheel guns of great fhot ready charged againft the
Duke’s gunners and archers, ‘who “valiantly thot many
arrows into- the giant, and difcharged their calivers,
which the giant’s men would not put:up, but-fhook
their fpears, {hot.off their picces in thow to defend the
place, which fince that giant lived belonged to Prince
 Arthur. Thus for fport. on both fides, the trumpets
" founded, the drums ftruck up, the enfigns were toffed
in feemly fort, and the fencers with tanfwords made

room, beginning a. battle in feemly thow, the Shot of
the Gold/miths difcharged their fhot fo faft, and in good

order, 'to the fhaking of the giant’s fort, that hardly the
people near hand, might know one another. Thus the

train- paffed to  Shoredicch church, and ‘then turned
down into Hogfllen-fields, into a fair large green paf-

ture ground of goodly compafs, where a tent was fet up
for the Duke anq the chief Citizens, where, whea they

were come they might fit to fee the fhooters appointed

_to fhoot 4t the butt new fet up for.the fame,. being feven
fecore and eight yards from the other end of the teht.

The true number of archers that fhot, was thirty huns

dred: the number that accompanied him into the:field;

of archers, citizens, whifflers, and thofe which guarded

them with bills, was forty and one hundred and odd

perfons, befides Pages and Henchmen, which was- in

number three hundred and odd. The attire worn by

all this sompany (for the moft part) was very gorges

ous; fome in black velvet Jerkms, doubkts of fating

with hats of velvet; the moft part in fatin and tafféty;

~and .hats of taffety, a great many wearing chains of
gold. The true number of chains of gold worn among

. the company, that 1 faw, was nine hundred forty two;
the
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the reft of the company did all wear green large fcarfs, .
fome white fcarfs, other fome green ribbons, orangd
taway ribbons, fome black and white, grecn and white,
but the moft part was green. B
+ Before they came to the tent; the train marched
- about the field in warlike manner, and forthwith caft
themfelves about and broke their ray, every one hafting -
to the tent where the Duke purpofed to begin thooting,
Then every enfign brought in his archers, and there
with found of trumpets proclaimed by the herald,
that every man fhould avoid forty foot from each fide
of the butt; otherwife to ftand to their own perils.  Thus
_went they to fhooting, where by then three enfigns had
" fhot,. which was about three of the clock; word was
brought to the Duke, that certain of prince Arthur’s
Knights were coming into- the field, defirous to fpeak: -
with his noblenefs. Having anfwer that they fhould be
entertained courteoufly : - forthwith the Goldfmiths
made’ forth to meet them, ftaying at their own ftake
againft their coming, who anon came, and then the
Goldfmiths enfign, and fome of their Pages very orderly,
with fome of the archers in chains of gold, went and’
met thefe courteous Knights, mounted upon fately"
palfreys, with. ten Pages alfo on horfeback, and Irifh
lackies with darts running by their horfes' on foot, be-
fides a crumpeter, a herald, and a meffenger, upon
good geldings : the Knights were apparelled in cloth of
tiffie, or crimfon filk and gold; their Pages in green =
filk ; ‘having likewife a feemly company of archers very
“richly apparelled in fatin doublets and chains of gold,
to the number of two hundred, -attending on foot, half
going before, ‘the refidue coming behind. (A worthy
fhow befeeming fo noble a game). Thus with great’
reverence they came near to the tent; the meflenger
clad in a jacket of black velvet, with a black velvet

- , cap,



e 1 270 )
cap, and green fatin deublet,, pronouneed an oration to
the Duke: the copy-thereof followeth.

,91*‘ Moft nable Duke, firft w your good felf and s next
« unto all your worthy fociety and company in general ;
« I 'in the behalf of the moft noble and renowned
“ Prince Arthur, and all his noble Kniglits, gratify you
¢ (and yours) with the choicé of a thoufand commen-
¢ dations : fame -blowing abroad, and in.the court of
¢ the neble Prince Arthur, that this day (in this place)
« fhould be practifed the moft excellent quality of

“ fheoting in the long-bow. Which news were no °
« fopner blazed in that meft royal court, but by the

* confeat of their renowned Princg, thefe noble Knights

< mounted themlelves on horfeback, calling to mind

« the great courtefy they received of your noblenefs,

« at the late royal thow of their famous Prince. For

* requital of which your great friendfhip, this troop of -
 noble Knights (for the homur they owe to the Jong-

~*¢ bow) are repaircd hither to prcfent unto your noble«

“ pefs a friendly gift; which is; five bows of ‘gold,
* and five filver arrows; requiring your noblenefs w
- % beftow them on five of the moft valigm, meft altive,
“ and moft expert of all your train, in (hootmg in the
“ long-bow, requefting. (friendly) we may. prefently
-« fee the delivery of them to thofe perfons moft worthy :
“ .hoping you will accept thefe their friendly - gifts,
« {pringing from well-willing minds. Loth to hinder
 your worthy exercife, we omit for expence of time;
“. that which elfe more largely fhould have been-difu
¢« courfed.. Thefe actions being finithed (we prefume
« of your courtefy) -wefhall depart friendly, -always
 wifhing " the profpcrous fuccefs of your worthy exer~
€ cife.”
- The Duke with hearty thanks accepted thefe: their
prefents, promifing with great proteftation to: match the
prince
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prince every. way in good will. and caurtefy, withing
that this.their amity might long coatinue, .

.Then the -Knights departed with great grief to the
duke, becaufe he had provided a banquet for them,
which could not be ferved in by reafon of the unrulinefs
and throng of the people. ~

The Marquis Barlo, chief of the Goldfm:ths, to gra=
tify them with fome fhow of courtefy; beftowed on
them two ingots or wedges, one of gold the other of
filver, and after did condu& them into their own li-
berties with 2 volley of fhot, which they very thankfully
accepted. .

And thns one thmg is worthy of memory, that upon
the day of Prince Arthur’s fhooting, which was five
weeks before this thow, the Duke willing to- beautify
- the fame in fome feemly fort, fenta buck 'of that fea-

fon by the: Marquis Barlo, accompanied with many
Goldfmiths, who comingin fatin doublets and chains of
- gold about their bodies, with horns at their backs, did
all the way wind their horns, and prefented the fame
to Prince Arthur, who was at l}ls tent, which was at
"Mile-end green; he not only accepted the fame, bug
alfo promifed to have the Duke’s courtcfy in mind, if
 Gad leat him life.

Having now digrefied in brief, I will return to the
Duke, who feeing the night draw on, broke up the
fhooting until the next day, which was Wednefday,
where they all met again, to try who could depart vicors
of thofe’ games then to be won. Which were in value

“as followeth; the firft fifty three fhillings four pence,
the fecond five nobles, the third four nobles, the fourth
_twenty fhillings, and the fifth ten fhillings. 'Thus
every one having one fhot at the Butt, the beft five
were young men ; fourof the beft games did the¢ Earl of
Pancridge’s men win; the fifth one of the Duke’s men did -

get.
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get. The beft and the fecond were won by two of S.
Dunftan’s in the Eaft; the beft was a fkinner’s mar,
the ‘fecond a brewer’s man and he that won the firft

did dwell in S. Bride’s pan(h bcmg a fadler’s fon, ‘all .

which three were brought home in this manner. Firft,
for that it was dark, they were brought out of the field
with torch lghts to the number of two hundred, and
the winners mountcd upon great geldings, fent to them
from out of thofe parts where they dwelled, very fump-
tuoufly trapped with cloth of filk, and filver, and ano-
ther of gold, with eight trumpets, drums and enfigns,
with fhot,» which came from Fleetftreet to fetth them
home: and others with halberds fafely to conduét them,

they all three were clad in green; the firft in green °

taffety, with a white fcarf about his body, and a great
chain of gold about his neck, with a cap of velvet, and
a golden band about the fame, bearing an arrow’ in
his hand, and a green ribbon hanging thereat; and fo
bad they all: to their great laud and honour were they
tonduéted firft into Grubftreet, then entered the Clty at
Cripplegate, down Woodftreet, and fo into Cheapfide :

continual fhot was beftowed to bring them home, to
the great delight of the beholders: thus marching
through Paul’s Church-yard they went to Ludgate, and
fo home, where their trains was very thankfully received.

Againft they came home, there was prepared great ban- .

quets by their Mafters and Parents, to the great delight
- of that parith where they dwelled, who would nor for
money have loft the honor of the fame.

Then did the Marquis Barlo with all the Gold-
fmiths and his convoy of men at armns (8) fafe conduét the
Duke home to his houfe, appointing one Jeffery Gates

* (8) Norwith and Savage, both notable for fhot in this train.
. , D an

Y
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an ancient fervitor to them, to be the leader; who marched, -
in the forward until they came to the Duke’s houfg,
where the Duke was no fooner entered his houfe, and the
Marquis, together with the chief of the train, but the
harquebuff€ers, ‘at the appointment of Gates, charged
their pieces, and forthwith did beftow fuch a volley of
fhot, as caufed the glafs to fhake forth of the glafs
windows; to the honour of the Duke, and the good
liking of them all.

Then every ‘Baron and the whole company of Go-
‘vernors were brought home to their joy and comfort,
makmg good cheer, fhooting off their, pieces, found-
ing of trumpets, and ftriking up of their drums to de-
light and comfort.

Thus have I ‘(as perfetly as I may) dcfcnbcd the
manner of the fame, reporting the truth-of what I faw,
‘Then on the Monday following, the Duke had provided
a_fumptuous feaft, to which all the archers came, being
kept at the Bifhop of London’s Palace, who for the good
‘will ‘he bore to fhooting, lent. them his houfe freely,
withing that it mxght be as commodious to them, as
the thow and fight, for provifion of fo many citizens
in his houfe was comfortable to him. And for fear of
diforder, there was unto every archer given a token
ftamped with a broad arrow, who, at the gate of the .
Bifhop’s palace, delivered them to thofe that were ap-
pointed to receive them. ‘

Which done, every man, (for the moft part haviag
ribbons about their necks) went to thofe tables, which
by good forefight were provided for them, every man.
taking his place until the fervice was brought in ; the
tablcs furnithed before with table cloths, falt, bread,
and trenchers. The great hall of the palace was filled,
and over the heads of the people hung the moft fump-
tuous' Enfigns, under which they were before conducted

' ' T to
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to the field. ‘There might 2 man behold the great pro-
vifion of meat, the cooks in fuch geod order dreffing
the fame in quiet fort, as was worthy noting. And
“when the fervice of meat was brought in, the trumpets
founded, the drums ftruck up, and every man in very"
good order placed to their contentment; fo that the
- great hall, the largeft parlor, the gallcnes, and’ other

rooms in the houfe were filled with people, who with
- great rejoicing gave thanks'to God for his previdence
and bleflings, many ways beftowed- on them. Then
was there ferved. unto one large table, which was the
higheft table in the great hall, boiled capon, roafted

beef, venifon paftics, cuftard, tart, rpafted capon and

rabbits, with other difhes neceffary for the #ime, with
wine, beer, and ale, and ever was replenifhed with fuf-
ficienit thereof to their contentation.

The reft of the tables had this fervice to every meﬁ.
Firft boiled mutton, roafted beef, a pafty of venifon,
and"a roafted capon;; and fome had rabbits, befides beer
and ale which was fufficient, every mefs had 2 bottle of
wine ferved in a bottle unto the fame: there were three
hundred mefles of meat ferved in, to the great joy and
comfort of thofe that were there, being ferved in fuch
good order as is laudable. When the meat was ferved
in, every man familiarly drank one to another; and
then the Duke very reverently drank to them all, whereat
‘the trumpets founded, the people hallooed, the dtums
ftruck up, and {uch a noife was made that it was heard
far off. Then the Duke, with fome of his Knights and
gentlemen, went about the whole houfe, and vifited
every. table, with drum and fife, to the wel liking of
them all; fo that with much melody they came in again
into the great’ hall, givino' thanks to the whole com- -
pany.' Then fundry times the trumpets founded, the
drums ftruck up, and the company drank to the buke,

s pafiing
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pafling away the time until dinner was ended. Then
another company did wind their horns, which in good -
order of meafures they did. The people by this time
beginning to depart, the Duke caufed the Herald to
ftand up and make a proclamation, that the people
might be filent ; which done, he pronounced in a fhort -
fentence, a thankfgiving to God for our gracious Queen,
defiring God to fend her long life and vittory over all
her enemies; whereat the people cried Amen; lifting up
their caps, heaving up the tables over their heads, .in
fign of joy of her Ma_]efty, whereat the trumpets founded,
the company hallooed and fhouted. Latt of all they
" praifed God and fo departed; giving the remnant of the
broken méat to the poor and needy, of which com-
pany a number gave diligent attendance for the fame at
the great gate. (A charitable deed in the knitting up
- of fo honourable a matter.) - Thus they declared, their
courtefies one to another, to the maihtenance of Chrif-
tian unity, which.I pray God long continue, that this
her Majefty’s realm of England may be kept flill in
peace and tranquility, to the maintenance of God’s
Glory, the fame and pcrpctual renown of her Majefty ;
whofe life, the God and giver of all life prolong, that
our Tives, which ‘depend upon hers, may the better be
preferved and continued.  Amen, '

T 2 ' A BRIEF
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A Bnu':n
DlESCRI.PTI'ON
SHOW
 asiar

S. MARTINS in the FIELDS,
IN $ETTING UP HER
MAJESTY’s STAKE.

ON chnefday, bcmg the fecond day of O&ober’
laft paft, ftanding at a ftall in the OId Baily, I
heard the found of drums and guns, and drawing near
to fee it, there came Whifflers with ftaves, red and
white, with a lufty company of good archers, very well
and feemly apparelled, bearing bows and fhafts ; every -
archer his page, clothed in red Mandilion, ftriped with
filver, and caps agreeable to the fame. . ‘There came
in number two hundred bowmen, mixed with two
hundred calivers, befides halberds, to beautify the
fhow, mixed throughopt. The gunners were expert -
fellows, difcharging their fhot in very good order:
all thxs train’ going under fu’Ir‘xdry fair enfigns. Forth-
y . 3 . all
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with the trumpets founded, and a very fair thow fol-
‘lowed. Firft, men very ftrangely apparelled in long
hairy garments, made of fkins like unto martens,
hopping and fkipping along as they went: then came
two horfemen harnefled, their horfes all over trap-
- ped in white filk: then came a very furmptuous Stake,
being the Queens Majefty’s, which they went to
fet up in S. James’s Field; upon this ftake ftood
a golden lion holding a thield with her Majefty’s arms, -
" the fupporters whereof were Fortitude, Juftice, Tem-
perance, and Prudence, the lion having a whole crown
on his head. Then came 2 fecmly Pageant, very cun-
ningly made and with great coft, wherein fat the -
Gods; firft, Pan, with Fame and Honour, attending on
Vertue; then Saint Martin, and Eliza, as fuperior,
accompanied. with the Four Vistyes; the ‘Mufes attend-
ing very feemly with mufick playmg before the Pa-
geant. . Thus they paffed very orderly through Holborn
to Chancery-Lane, and o to S. James’s in the Fields:
in the train was carried three ﬁlver games as reward
for the winners of fhooting in the'long-bow, and a
gilded gun, as a reward unto the beft that could handle
their picce. (Both exercifes of great firength unto shis
realm). They ufed: many. fpeeches in their train’ ae¢
they went. And, at night were brought home very
~worthily with firesworks, which greatly beautified the-
fame. To conclude, never faw L. a fairer- Gght upon
fuch a fudden, which being worthy of commendatiopy:
I. thought good to note the principal things thereiny.
that it might remain in memary to- their ‘continual:
praife. - R L B DR
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LA BRVIEVF
'RELATION'
"' QF THE’!BVERAL\
APPEARAﬁCES
| o
"ARCHERS
eams

MAJESTY ’s 'RE'ST.ORATIC}N.

N March the 21ft, amo Domini 1661, Four hun-

</ dred archers, with their bows and arrows, made a
fpleadid and glorious (how in Hyde-Park, with flying
colours, and crofs-bows to guard them. Sir Gilbert
~ Talbet Baronet, was their Colonel, Sir Edward Hunger-
ford, Knight of theBath, their Licutenant Colonel, Mr.
Donne was their Major, Great was the appearance both
of the nobility, gentry, and commonalty : {everal of the
archers {hot near twenty fcore yards within the compafs
of a hat with their crofs-bows; and many of them, to
the -amazement of the fpeGators, hit the mark; there
were likewifc thrée {howers of whiftling arrows. Sa
T 4 great
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~ great was the delight, and fo pleafing the exercife, thag " )
three rcglments of foqt laxd down their arms to comg

to fee it.

Yet as dehghtful as it then was, this exercife was in-
termitted by fome unlucky negle&ive fate, from the year
1661, till 1675; and then indeed they began to ftring
their bows and . handle their arrows for a handfome ap-

“pearance to compliment Sjr Robert Vyner, then Lord

Mayor: their rendezvous was in the upper Moor-fields:
there, about three hundred and fifty, moft richly ha-
bited, were drawn up in.a body; from thence they
marched through Moorgate, through Cripplegate, and
through Woodftreet into ‘Cheapfide; then they paffed
by the north fide of Saint Paul’s, and marched round
it into Cheapﬁde again, and fo to Guild-hall, where
they waited to receive the King’s moft excellent Majetty,
and the then Lord Mayor. When the King had paffed
by (who feemed highly pleafed with the fight of fo
many archers) then. they marched to Chrift-Church,
where a very noble dinner was prepared for them at
- the expence of the Lord Mayor :'Sir Robert " Peyton
Knight, was their leader, and Mr. Michael Arnold
'was their bringer-up : they marched under one colour,
fix men with crofs-bows being appointed to guard it :
all the officers had green fcarfs, and every bowmah wore
a green ribbon. There was not any thing more mate-
rial to be mentioned in that day’s march. .

Upon'the 26th of May following, the archers
marched to Tuttle-fields to fhoot their whiftling-ar-
rows, They rendezvoufed in the -Military-Ground
near Blodmibury, and marched from thence through
part of Holborn, through Chancery-lane, through
‘Temple-bar, and fo through the Strand to Whitchall.
There were fix abreaft, yet when tlie van reach’d
Whitehall, the rear had not paffed through Temple-bar,

fo numerous where the archers then; from Whitehall

directly

\
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diredly to Tuttleficlds aforefaid. “When they were
@rawh up ina line, then came the King with his guard

= and coaches of ftate, together with his Royal Highnefs,

the Duke of York, the Duke of Monmouth, and moft
of the nobility attcndmg him; to fee them Ihoot His
Majelty marched twice or thrice from one end of the -
body to the ather to view them. The archers were in
number near a thoufand; the fpeators near twenty
~ thoufand. It was a great encouragement, and a mighty
~ joy and fatisfattion to the archers, to fee the King behold
_them with fuch a ferene, benign, cheerful, princely
and. favourable countenance: His Majefty was pleafed
~ to ftay an hour or two to look on, whilft they fhot fe- -
veral thowers of whiftling arrows to entertain him, with
which his Majefty, and the Nobility, feem’d very much
fatisfied; then the King was pleafed to returnto White-
hall: then Sir Gilbert Talbot fent in {everal barrels of
beer, and other provifion for the arthers; fo did Sic
Edward Hungerford, Sir Robert Peyton, and the re&
of the Captains; after they had refrethed themfelves, -
then they marched home with drums beating, and co-
lours flying. - Sir Gilbert Talbot being thc Colonel;
- Sir Robert Peyton, Lleucmant-colonel ; and chhael
Arnold, Major.

IA the year 1676, on St. Slrnon and Jude’s day,‘
Sir Jofeph Sheldon being eleted Lord Mayor, about
350 archers marched under the command of Sir Robert
Peyton, Knight; they rendezvoufed in the upper Moor-
fields, and marched as before tmentioned ‘in the time
of Sir Robert ¥yner’s mayoralty, and were in the felf
fame manner placed to receive the King and Queen, the

- nobility and gentry, who came to honour the Lord
Mayor with their prefence at dinner at the Guild-Hall »
When his Majefty was paffed by, then they marched to-
Chrift-Church to dinner. Amongft the variety of
. ) fights,
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fights, none feemed to' give his Majefty more content
and delight, more pleafure and fatxsfa&non, than to fee
the bows and arrows, thefe ancient habiliments of war,
- revived,

On the 14th day of July, 1681, the archers marched
« from London. to Hampton-Court, under the com-
" mand of Mr. Edwards and Mr. Henry Warren:
that was a day appomted to fhoot for feveral pieces
of plate, worth thirty pounds, at cight fcore yards
.diftance. After a little time was fpent; the King was
pleafed to honour them with his prefence, and ftay’d
near two hours to behold their paftime, to the great
joy, fatisfacion, and honour of the archers: and as
~ though this had not been honour enough, fo full of
goodnefs and clemency was his Majefty, that he permit- -
ted as many of them as pleafed to kifs his hand, in
token of his being well fatisfied with that heroic exer-
cife; the prizes were two filver cups, and three do-
zen. of filver fpoons. The faid target was placed upon
a Butt, ereCted on the green, before the King’s Palace
there ; but it rained fo faft that the King was forced
to retire before all the prizes were won, which were
thirty_in number; he ftayed till fix were won, and ex-
preft his fatisfation very much; and without all quef-
tion the archers may reafonably hope for what faveur
they can humbly beg for the encouragement of ar-
chery from this King, and it will be granted with as
much readinefs as by any of his royal anceftors in
the like cafe whatfoever heretofore ; for no King,
unlefs his gloriods Father, could evér match his good-
nefs. -

POST-




POSTSCRIPT.

k .ON Fnday the zlf’cof'Apnl, 1682, the archers met
in the Artillery-Ground, marching through Corn-"
hill, Fleet-Street, and the Strand to T uttlcﬁelds The
chief officers were Sir Edward Hungerford, Knighetof
~ the Bath, Colonel; Mr. Michael Arnold, LieutenantCo-
“lonel; Mr: John Edwards, Major; Mr. Henry Warren
Caprain Lieutenant; Mr. Edward Gough, Mr. Edward
Done, Mr. George Walker, Mr. James Manley, Cap-
~ taims; John Jennings, Lieutenant. The King’s moft ex~
cellent Majefty, his Royal Highnefs, .and moft of the
nobility, were {o favourable as to honour them with
their prefence; as likewife the Ambaffador of the Em-
peror. of the kingdom of Morocco and Fez: there
were at leaft a thoufand archers in the field; for now
gentlemen begin to be pleafed with the divertifement,
and pleafed with this ‘manly recreation: There were
three thowers of whiltling arrows; fuch a fight, fuch
- ‘a noife, and fuch an appearance, it’s prefumed was’
never feen in England on the like occafion; yet we
hope that every year will beget new lovers of this
profitable and harmlefs exercife, for they are now re-
folved, at leaf} once or twice a year, to make fuch a
public appearance, if his Majefty will be pleafed to pes-
mit them, :

3
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GLOSSARY
’ v OR.. ‘
EXPLANATION or taz TERMS

' MADE USE OF IN |

"4ARCHERY

o
A : |
ALLOW, An archer is faid to allow, or make allmm

ALLOWANCE, ) for the wind, when he fhoots fomewhat wide
: “of the mark, and on that fide of the mark neareft
the wind, in order that the wind may bring his
" arrow into the line of the mark.
ARROW larbed—A. war-asrow, having the head armed with
barbs or wings (by the poets called seard).
e bearing—An arrow which poffefles a fteady flight. '
e————— Job-taild—An arrow encreafing in bulk, in a regular
proportion, from the nock to the pile.
dreaffed—An arrow whxch is largeft in the middle; alfe
i termed kigh-chefied, .
bread—A war-arrow with a flat barb, fometunes called
a fuallow-tail’d arrow.
e butlleto—An arrow made- for throwing a bullet.
fifking—An arrow ufed for ftriking fith.
butt—An arrow ufed in fhooting at thort Butts,
Suted— An arrow which is indented in lines to prevcnt its
caﬂmg ’

ARROW

]
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ARROW, ru/b-grown.—An arrow formed like a ruth.

Jbeaf —A war-arrow cgrried in a fheaf. Sometimes by
the poets called a field-arrow.

— fbot.—An atrow ufed. for cafting frpall.thot.

taper-/aped.—See Arrow bobNaild- -’

ASCHAM.—A wooden cafe in which bows are kept.

- - V,,. Bo

[ . N
R PSRN M N

. BACK o 2 5m—Thc extcnor f de of a bow
BELLY of a bow.—The intarios fide.of. 3.bow.
BELT.—A firap furnithed with a #ell and worn rotnd the waift,
" im,whieh the arrgws for xmmedlate ufe are placed.
BEND of & bow. —The fpace or fpan between "the bow and the
firing, when the bow is bent or braced.
~ BLAZON.~A target ufed in Flanders: the face of which is di-
vided into fquares, each fquare having a number.
BLACKS —Black or dark marks.
BOQUGHTE.~A Twift or tntn. : R
. BOW atwo~The arm emplayed .in. boldmg the. bdw
‘ M.hnl‘al.wA -bow, the back of whxch isa 1 ﬁm& pxece glu:o’
T ~upen'the. bally. )
—_— hcmg — A bow that cafts an arrow weﬂ. v
e kazd.—The hand which halds the Bow. -~
———— fbot.—The diftance which amarrow flies from a bow.
——jaw.—-A flave of woad, cut ready for bemg thaped xnto s
o ‘bew.
BOWYER.-—-A bow-maker. )
BRALCE, m.—Ta bend a bow, by putting the firing into the upper
' - horn. A bow. is faid to be digh braced, when the
. firing is far from the belly: on the contrary,
* * when near the belly, it is faid to be low braced. _
BRACER.~A guard worn on the arm to prévent the-firing, in
: its return, from hurting the arm.
- BUTT.~A inoond of earth, upon which a mark to fhoot at is
) placed.
~——— fbooting.—Shooting at Butts, or marks yhced on Butts.
beeene 47Y0W.—St¢ ATTOW.

CAST



[ 287 ]
C. ,

CAST, t0.=To caft, is to become warped. This word is alfo ufed

to exprefs the operation or fpring of a bow ;
.. asa bow of quick or flow caf.

e— the.—The right of fhooting the firft, by winning at the
laft thoot ; which is called getting the caff.

*CHRYSAL.—A kind of pinch (in form like a canker-worm) i in
a bow.

CLOUT.-—A {mall white TFarget placed near the ground

— Jhooting.—Shooting at clouts. _

COCK feather.—That feather on the arrow, which has no one

parallel to it; and which thould be uppnmg(? when

the arrow is placed in the bow.
~ COME, #0.—A bow is faid to come, when it finks or bevds to md '

in any part.
COME round, to. } A bow is faid to come yound, or to come
COME round compafs, to. ) round compafs, or in campa_/i, when, in_

‘drawing, it forms a proper curve or circle.
COMPASS, # keep —To obferve due elevation. ,
" ————— 10 /bost.—To thoot compafi or a reund compafs, is to thoot
S the arrow in a curved or parabolic line.
CROW-4ill.—A horn pile.
CROWN:-c/ed, — An ornament placed upon the Butts.
CUT the mark, to—An arrow is faid to cut the mark, when it flics
' firaight towards it, but falls undr it. ,

D.

DEAD:/baft.—~A heavy dull fhaft.

DOW N-wind.—See wind. ‘o

DRAWING.—That aé in fhooting (by drawing the firing),
v which immediately precedes Jaofing. R

® This word (whnch is not to bc found in Afcham may poffibly be the
fame as chryfalis, a caterpillar in the worm ftate : a fret fomewhat refem-
bling that animal; and indeed Afcham obferves, ¢ that frets are very fimilar
ta canker, creaping and increafing.”

. : DRAWING
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DRAWING arw. {Tk arm } t;mpiojed in. drawing the
bow.

—— hand. < The hand

Singers. T he fingers

through the bow.—Is drawing fo far, that the point of
- the arrow comes beyond the 4elly of the bow.

& feather —1s flipping it from off the quill.

E. .

BLEVATION —The a& of ranﬁng the bow in fhooting at the
mark : generally oppofed to a paint blank level.

END.—The place where a mark is fixed.

——— double.~A fhoot from one mark 'to another and 64:& again.

EYE of the firing.—That part of it, which occupies the upper hora
of the bew.

.

F.
FAST.—A word ufed to caution perfons from paffing between the
" fhooter and the mark, and to dn'e& them to
ftand fill.
FLETCHER.—An arrow-maker.
FLIGHT.—The diflance or patk in which an arrow flie:.
A.—An arrow ufed in flight-fhooting.
Jhooting —Shooting with the “lighteft fort of arrows
(called flights) and the greateﬁ dxﬁances. ‘
‘ FLUTED-arrm.-—See arrow.
. FOLLOW the firing.—A bow is faid to Sollow the /Irmg, when by
i ufe, it has loft its original firaightnefs; and ha;
' obtained a curve or inclination forwards.
FOOT and pole.—(In meafuring a thoot). The bole of a tree from
. the top to the root.
FOOTING.—The manner of placing the feet in thooting.
FOREHAND.—Se¢ Overhand.
«~—— /baft.—An arrow fhot over-hand.
FRET ~-Is that part of wood which is corroded or eat away But
! in archery, this word is chiefly ufed to fignify
that rifing or protuberance which is occafioned in
fome weak woods, by the firain they receive in
bendmg Frets ({ays Afcham) are little pinches.
e , o GARLAND.
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GALL.—Se¢ Knot-gall,

GAME, in.—In good fhooting.

GARLAND.—A wreath, within which (in ancxent times) the
mark was placed.

" GONE.—An arrow is faid to be genc, when it may, from its flight,.
be judged to fall wide of, or far from, the mark.

GREASE POT.—A fmall box, fomewhat bell-thaped, open at the
mouth, and containing the compofition ufed in
lubricating the fingers of the fhooting-glove.

H.

' HAI\DLE of the' aow —That part of the bow which is /eId in
thooting.

HANG on the ftring, to.—The Fingers are faid to hang on the ﬂrmg,
when they do not loofe it fmoothly.

HARD to fland in a bow.— An arrow is fo fpoken of, when it flies
from the bow feadily, and without flirting.

HEAD (of a fbaft), crefted. —A pile having a circular fwell-

y high ridged. ( ing or.prominency, forming the

» filver-fpoon. ( bafe of the Stopping, which is

s Shouldered. ) conical.

HE! HE!—This exclamation is faid to have been an archer’s
word of call, handed down from very ancient
days. -

HEAT. }A word ufed by bow-makers, to fignify the tem-

HEATING. ) pering of wood by means of fire.

HIGH feathered—An arrow is faid to be high-feathered, when
the feathers are left Jong and deeps

HIT.—A firoke in the Target or Mark.

HOLDING.—The a& of holding the fring, when the bow, in
thooting, is fully drawn up. This word is, in-
deed, fometimes applied to the bow.

U - HOME.

-
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HOME.—An arrow is faid to be drawn /fome, when it is drawn
as far as it ought to be.

——— at.—An arrow is faid to be ar home, when it falls upon, or
not fhort of the mark.

HORNS o the bow.—The exrremities or'ends, which are tipped
‘with horn.

HOYLE.—A fhort roving mark.

—r~—— Jfbooting.<=SHooting at Hoples.

I

INCHES.—The Inches or diftance allowed rouﬁd the Butt-mark,
in which an arrow muft fall in order to' count,
‘when the inches are thot.

K.

KEEP a Iengl/:, to. —To thoot the exa& diflance, 'although not
] ftraight.

"KNOT-GALL.—A preternatural tumour or hurt in trecs, occafioned
to the bough or other part of a tree, by fome
other bough or tree rubbing againft it.

‘L.-

LAYINGahrw Sfraight—A term ufed by the Bow- makers, to

fignify the bringing it ftraight by means of Aeat

or force.

LENGTH.—The diftance fhot

LIMB of a bow.—That part of a bow which reaches from each

' ) fide of the handle to the horn. -

LOOSE, #he 7 —The a& of letting go the firing, after it is

-LOOSING. J drawn up. '

LOW feathered.—An arrow is faid to be low-feathered, when the
feather is cut /bort and fallow.

'

MARK.
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M.

\

MARK.—The obje& thot at.’

, roving.— A mark fhot at in roving. :

MARKER.—The perfon who marks the fall of the arrow in the
butt. :

N.

NOCK.—This is the old way of fpelling nmorch, which, in ar-
chery, is élways fpelt and founded nock.

NOCK, t.—To place the nock of the arrow in the fring.

NOCKING point.—That part'of the firing on which the arrow is
placed. : .

NOOSE.—That end of the ftring which occupies the I:rwer horn.

0.

OVER arrow. —An arrow which flies pver the mark.

bowed.— An archer is faid to be over-bowed, when the power
of his bow is above his command.

drawn.—An arrow is faid to be over-drawn, when it is’

~ drawn too far. b

hand.—An archer is faid to thoot over-hand, when he looks -
at his mark over his bow-hand:

OVER-HAND Jbaft.—An arrow that is fhot over-hand.

PAPER, the.—The Butt-mark.
game.—A game, in which no arrow is allowed to count”
which does not fouck the paper.

PETTICOAT.—The Face or Ground of a Target beyond the outer
colour.

PIECING of a fbift, the—The wood at the pile-end, fpliced or
incorporated with it. -

Uz PILE.
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PILE.—The head of an arrow' ufed in thooting at mark.

~——— roving.—~The pile ufed for roving arrows.

: Jugar-loaf.—A pile in the form of a fugar-loaf.

PIN.—The peg which faftens the Butt-mark. '

- PINS.—Small knots in wood running frequently very deep, and
fometimes quite through it. They are very hard,
and in fome woods (as deal) may often be driven
out.

PINCH.~A {mall Fret. .

PLUCK a fboot, to.—To retard or deaden a thoot.

~~———— down pfide, to.~To fhoot into the ground on one fide.

w~———— buffet.—A game mentioned in the Garland, which enti-
tled the Viétor, inltead of receiving a prize, to
give the Vanquithed a duffer or blow on the cheek.

PLUCKING @ feather.—Raifing the feathers when they are
funk. .

POINT.— (Probably fignifying Pile.) A meafure in piecing an
arrow.

~——— blank.—The Wiite (Mark), at which an arrow is fhot.
Now ufed to exprefs an horizontal {hot.

POPINJAY.—A mark in the thape of a bird.

PREFERENCE.—One limb of a bow is {aid to have the preference
of the other, by bending mof.

PRICK mark.—The white Mark or Target fhot at.

PRICKING.

PRICK -/beoting.

PRICKS.—The place where the pricks or marks are placed.

——— Jbaft.—~An arrow ufed in prick-fhooting.

' PRICKER.-—Tl_:e needle or inftrument with which the target

card is pricked or marked.

} —Shootmg at prick Marks.

. Q’
QUIVER.—A cafe in which arrows are carried.

R.

RAISE a piny to.—A pin in a bow is faid to be ra{/'ed when there

is wood left around it forming a promiinency.
RINGMAN.
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RIN GMAN ~The third finger or that upon which the weddmg-
ring is placed.

ROOD, a.—Seven yards and a half. !

ROUND-compafs.—See compafs.

ROVERS:—Cafual marks, or marks of wscerta’ diftance.

' ROVING.—Shooting at rovers.

bow.

e————— arrow. ¢ Aa arrow, :
—_— {A bow, }qfed in'fhooting at Rovers.
A pile, ' ‘

pile.

,RUN on the bow, to.— A feather is faid to run on the bow, when it

is placed fo far out of its proper line, as to rub
<+ againft the bow in thooting. |

S.

SADDLE.bacPd—A feather is faid to be cut faddle-back’d, when
it is cut in the fhape of a faddle.

SCORE, 2.—Twenty yards. - '

SELF-4ow.— A bow formed out of dze piece of wood. =

SET the fbaft in the bow, to.—To pull the fhaft fo far, that the .

point touches te belly of the bow.
SHAFT —An arrow: properly fo called when it wants only the

head. v
SHAFT-arm. - { The arm, } . .
—— hand, UThe hand, emp]qyed in drawing the arrow,,

s gadding, Jtart; frem the bow.
» fcudding.}A fhaft that { JSkims upon the wind.
——, hobling.

s ﬁoﬂmw —A fhaft made of very light, porous ar fpongy
wood.

that flies unevenly.

‘ SHAFTMENT —That part of the arrow occupied by the fza-

© thers.
SHAKE.—A longitudinal qraék, concuffion, or rent in wood, often
caufed by the force of the wind.
SHEAF of arrows.—A quiver or cafe of arrows ufed in war, con-
. ~ fifting of twenty-four.
SHOOT, - 2.—An arrow fhot.
——~——— down the butts,'to.—To begin at the furt/zgﬁ‘, and end at the
' Jhorteft butt.
N ' - SHOOTING
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SHOOTING-glove.—A glove ufed on the faft-kasd in drawing
‘ the String. ) ’

SHORT arrow.— An arrow which falls _/bm of the mark.

SHOULDER of the pile.—The rifing or prominency near the
_point.

SIDE wind.— Sec wind.

SINKING a éow.—The a& of reducing the jpirit or ftiffnefs of a '

’ . bow, by fhooting in it with heavy arrows.

SNAKE, to.—An arrow is faid to_fnake, when it has worked itfe}f
under the grafs. ‘

SPELL.—A rifing of the lamella or ends of the grain of the wood
of which a bow is made.

SPRING of a bow.—The elaftic quality of a bow.

STAND ia the bow, to.—An arrow is faid to_ffand, (or to ftand ix)
a bow; when it flies from it fleadily, and without -

' fhaking or flirting.
in the wind, to.—To ftand acrofs the wind,
STANDARD-arrow.— An arrow made according to a certain fcale
- or pattern. !
STANDING the.—~The poﬁure in whnch an‘archer ftands, when
he fhoots.

— Jow.—A bow that ftands wcll without finking.

STELE.—An arrow without feather or head. '

STOPPING.—The extreme part or head of the pile, which is folid.

SUGAR-loaf pile.—See Pile. .

SWIFT/baft.—A fhaft that flies fwiftly.

SWINE-back'd fbaft.— An arrow having the feather cut in imita-
tion of the line of an kog’s dack.

T.

TAB.—A piece of flat leather, which lies on the infide of the

hand, and is ufed inftead of the ﬁngen of the

thooting-glove.

TARGET.—A mark fhot at, confifting of feveral circles.

: arrow.—An arrow ufed in fhooting at the Target.

~——————— card.— A card coloured as the Target, containing the
names of the fhooters at the Target, and on which
are pricked the hits,

Y

TARGET -
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TARGET/hooting.—Shooting at Target-marks.
TASSEL.—A bunch of worfted, ufed for wiping the arrows.
TILLER.—An inftrument made of a firaight piece of wood, with
a notch at the end, and notches on the-upper fide;
in which a bow is placed and drawn, to fee how
it bends.
‘ TILLERING.—Trying a bow by the tiller. Altermgabow by
fcraping it. .
TO the bow. }—A man is faid to {hoot, and his arrow is faid
—— the fbaft.) to fly 10 the bow or fo the fbaft, as his arrow
’ flies to the Sow-hand or fhaft-hand fide of his
) .. mark,
UP, too much.—A bow is faid tobe ro0 muck up, when it is braced
too high.

U.

UNDER-bowed.—An archer is faid to be under-bowed, when he
ufes a bow too weak for him'to fhoot well with.

UNDER-/and.—An archer is faid to thoot under-hand, when he
looks at his mark wnder his bow-hand.

UPSHOT, o give the.—To make the prefumed beft thot, towards the
end of the game. r

UP-wind.—See wind. s

Ww.

WEATHER-MAN.—An archer is faid to be a good weatherman,
when he is converfant with the weather.
WEIGHTof a bow.~The weight or power which a bow requires
to draw it up.
of an arrow.—The quantity of its bulk, afcertained by
weighing it.
"WEN.—A callous excrefcence growing out of trees.
WHIP, f0.—To inwrap.
WHIPPING, the.—The material ufed to inwrap the nocking
pomt.

WHIST-
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WHISTLING-arrow.—An arrow with a large round and hollpw

' head (generally made of horn) 'perforated with

holes, which makes a whiftling noife as it flies.

‘WHITE.—~The interior circle of a paper-mark.
WIDE arrow.—An arrow which falls wide 'of the mark.

~

Y. . [dire&ly from the fhooter
WIND, down. a down to the mark.
:  dire@tly acrofs the line of
—— fide. LA wind which j the mark.
e il quarter, blows oél:tﬁ;brrn ;]l::n the line of
’ : direfily from the mark se
— #p- ' | the fhooter. -

WINDING pricks—Prick-marks that ftand afkauxlt.
WIND:/fake.~See Shake.




"ADDITIONS.

OF THE STRING.

PART IV. Char. 1v. Add, The firing may be
T ftretched, before it is put on the bow,
by fufpending a weight to it.

OF THE NOCK.

Crar. vi. Se@. 6. Add, Silver nocks
have been ufed, and a broken nock -
has fometimes been mended with an
“hollow tube of filver. '

OF DRAWING. -

CHaAP. viir. Seé&. 6. The firing, in drawe«

" ing, fhould lie on or near to the end-

Jjoint of the fingers, which fhould be

fufficiently bent to hold it, but not fo

much bent as to retard or deaden the
thoot. '

i

OR COLOURING THE ARROW.

Note 50. The arrow fhould be firft wathed
with water, in which alum has been
diffolved, this muft be ufed cold. When

r ' - the
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the alum water has dr,ied on the arrow;
the black dye (which thould be boiled,

and frdided off once .ar twice) may,
when cold, be laid on the arrow, or the

arrow miay be dipped in it two or three
times: (if it be ufed when Aot the ar-
row will be liable to be caff). Iine
glafs-paper will -anfwer the purpofe of
removing the: roughnefs left on the ar-
row by the dye, as well, or better than
tiipoli.  To make the Dblack deeper,
the arrow may, after the roughnefs is
removed; again he rubbed with a flan-
nel which has been dipped in the dye,

before it 1s oiled. . Indeed the copal
~varnith may be entirely difpenfed with.




Page. - Line,
7 7 For England read  Britain.
8. 11 Englith ' —_— Britons.
& (nore 1. g) Macou —_ Mafcou.
g, 23 Englith —_ Britons.
15 (note 1. 32) Barrington —_ Arnott.
21’ 1 Paralells —  Paraliels.
23 20 thining —_— thinning.
54 - (note 1. 14) Corfelette —  Corfelet.
63 17and 18 Parenthefis to begin at as, and end at
, . expreffes.
64 " 10 Statutes. read Statute.
81 2§ Saltzmann —  Salzmann.
100 (mote 1. 13 ‘Waiwoode —_ Vaiwode.
15§ Cantimer —_— Cantemir.
197 24 Hood —_ Wood.
29 - Howorth: —_ Haworth.
111 (more 1. 2) atchieved — achieved.
112 8 Parenthefis. to begin at when.
9 Ditto at turning.
13 Mr. H. Greene .read Mr. 7. H. Greene.
119 3 Dele femicolon after effef?.
163 (note 1. 3) Scythians read Lycians.
218 12 Strong ger — . Stronger.
222 ‘ Dele all the inverted commas at the laf
' . paragraph.
233 Laote 46, 1.1) Parenthefis to clofe at Archers.

Printed by C. Roworth,
Hudson’s Court, Strand.
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