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surface area 341 km2 (212 miles2) 

shoreline 239 km (148 miles)  



Yellowstone Lake Fish 

ï                     Yellowstone cutthroat trout  

 

ï                     longnose dace (Rhinichthys cataractae) 

 

ï                     longnose sucker (Catostomus catostomus) 

 

ï                     redside shiner (Richardsonius balteatus) 

 

ï                     lake chub (Couesius plumbeus) 

 

ï                     lake trout (Salvelinus namaycush) 

 

(102 mm; 4 inches) 

(406 mm; 19 inches) 

(up to 903 mm; 36 inches) 

(541 mm; 21 inches) 

(127 mm; 5 inches) 

(140 mm; 5.5 inches) 

(Oncorhynchus 

clarki bouvieri) 



Koel et al. 2012 

Observed Declines in Cutthroat Trout in 
Yellowstone Lake 
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Sampling effort 

94 otter latrines    

(52 on streams,  

 42 on lake) 

 

Survey length 

Streams: 52.8 km   

Lake: 203 km 

Summer 2002-2003  & 

2005-2010 

Jamie Crait 
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NA NA

Cutthroat trout are the main prey for river otters in 
Yellowstone Lake but declined in otter feces from 

73% to 53% 

Crait et al. (2015) 



Otters follow the movement of spawning 
cutthroat trout to tributary streams 

Crait and Ben-David (2006) 
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Yellowstone Lake 
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Otter survival declines 
with reductions in 
spawning cutthroat 

trout 

Crait et al. (2015) 



Capture re-capture population estimates from 
non-invasive genetic sampling 

  

DePue and Ben-David (2007) 

How many river otters? 
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