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Memories of the Spring 2016 TCPC Postcard Show
By Duane Stabler
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TCPC’s spring 2016 show was another success for collectors and dealers alike. This year
our show was held in early May at the Bloomington, MN armory. Dave Johnson, the
club’s organizer for the shows, has found that this location works well for dealers and provides ample room for everyone. The room is so big that it never seems crowded and allows for easy access.
I took several photos on the
opening day. You’ll note not only
the dealers and collectors but also
several photos of boards prepared
by collectors for display. There
were several new boards, very
nicely done. Thank you to all who
participated especially those who
helped with the duties at the entrance table, setup/take down and
to those collectors and dealers who
attended .
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Show continued on page 7
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Landmark continued from May/Jun issue of TCPC

By the Baileys

When completed, the Landmark measured 297-1/2 feet in height. This put it just above the Mint, which was
290 feet tall, including its rooftop sign. The main casino opened with 26 table games and 401 slot machines.

The opening occurred on July 4, 1969, with Danny Thomas
headlining the main showroom.
The Landmark consisted of 525 rooms with two fully equipped
casinos, one on the first floor and another on the second level of
the three-story steel-and-glass cupola atop the tower. Adjoining the
sky-high casino was a lounge bar and coffee shop. The topmost
floor of the structure was occupied by a plush night club which
provided a panoramic view of the city. The dance floor was large
enough to accommodate 250 patrons. Two restaurants occupied the
dome, Landmark’s Mandarin Room which specialized in Chinese
food and the Prime Rib Room. The dome covered over an acre of
area and one could go there by a special glass-enclosed outside
express elevator that travelled non-stop.
In July of 1970,
Dwayne Hickman of
Dobie Gillis fame
was appointed as
publicity head of the
resort.
The three areas where
acts performed were
the 500-seat Landmark Theatre, which was renamed the
Supper Club in 1972, The Nighthawk Lounge, and the Sky
Bar, also renamed in 1972 as the all-new Sky Top
Rendezvous and was located on the 31st floor. Some of the
many acts to play the Landmark from 1969 to 1973 were the
Everly Brothers, Edie Adams, Liberace, Patti Page, Connie
Francis, Peggy Lee, George Burns, Pat Collins – the hip hypnotist, Trini Lopez, Bobby Darin, Jimmy Dean,
Phyllis Diller, Bobbie Gentry, Rich Little, Frankie Avalon, Roy Clark, Barbara Eden, and the Grand Ole
Opry with Ferlin Husky.
The entrance was Inca in style and contained over 65
tons of marble. The unusual lighting fixtures cost
$200,000. Just off of the casino area was an extensive
shopping arcade which featured several shops and
boutiques.
Each room advertised that they were soundproofed,
draped with blackout curtains, and air-conditioned.
Landmark continued on page 4
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nd

25 Annual

Cambridge Antique Fair
cambridgeantiquefair.com

August 6th and 7th

Saturday, August 6
Sunday, August 7

8 AM to 5 PM
9 AM to 4 PM

Isanti County Fairgrounds
CAMBRIDGE, MN
1 Mile East of Highway 65 on Highway 95
Just 40 Miles Due North of the Twin Cities.

12 miles west of I-35W and Tanger Outlet Mall on Highway 95
Questions, please call 763-434-6664



300 Dealer Booths Inside and Outdoors
All Kinds of Antiques and Collectables


Early Buyer Friday August 5th 9 AM to 6 PM
$20 Good for the weekend

August 6-7, 2016

Saturday 8 AM to 5 PM
Sunday 9 AM to 4 PM
Admission $6.00 Good Both Days
Children under 12 years old are free
Clip and bring this ad for a $1.00 discount off
each ticket purchased. (Coupon good for one
admission)
Metro Promotions, Inc.

Kermit & Jeanie Wellman Kerstin Quigley
PO Box 219 Cedar, MN 55011
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Landmark continued from page 2

The swimming pool which
resembled a lagoon held 400,000
gallons of water. It stretched close to
240 feet and at one end a massive
lava rock waterfall tumbled nearly
4,000 gallons of water into the pool
every minute.
Hughes had arranged that guests
could receive daily golf privileges at
either the Desert Inn (which he also
owned) or the Paradise Valley
Country Clubs at special rates.
Landmark also sponsored a number
of special guest golf tournaments
which was named the Silver Cup
Class Golf Tournament.
Opening of the Landmark, which
was located at the intersection of Convention Center Drive and Paradise Road, would also mark the
beginning of what real estate men and investment brokers said would be a second Strip. Paradise Road,
which is east of the Strip and runs parallel to it, was the main thoroughfare for motor traffic to and from
McCarran International Airport. At the time Hughes bought the Landmark, vacant areas along the artery
were being bought up by developers who planned further hotel construction and commercial building.
Unfortunately, the Landmark could never maintain economic stability. In just one year, the Landmark lost
$5.9 million and Hughes’ dream was faltering.

In 1974, William G. Bennett and
William Pennington attempted to
buy the troubled Landmark, but
every time Bennett made an offer
and thought he was close to a deal,
Hughes would raise the price.
They gave up and bought Circus
Circus instead.
In 1983, William Morris - a Las
Vegas native - purchased the hotel
with plans to breathe life back into
it. During an extensive exterior
renovation, new red stripes were
added along the windows running
Landmark continued on page 6
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Summer 2016
14th Annual Land of Lakes
Antique Postcard & Paper Show
Friday, July 22th
9am to 6pm
th
Saturday, July 23 9am to 4pm
Eagan Community Center
1501 Central Parkway
Eagan, Minnesota

The Twin Cities’ Largest Show of its kind
Featuring Top Dealers from all over the U.S.A.
Presented by Mary Martin Postcards
Contact marymartinpostcards@gmail.com
410-939-0999
Plenty of Free Parking & On-site Food Available
Easy access from Interstates 35 & 94
Near Minneapolis/St. Paul Int’l Airport
$4 Admission --- Good for Both Days
Free Appraisals
(Show this ad and receive $1 off admission)

Don’t Miss the Upper Midwest’s
Most Exciting Summer Show
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Lnndmark continued from page 4

up the tower and the roof was painted red to match. The entrance had red-lit outriggers added and a new
side entrance was added to the casino. Although these were nice visual additions, the rooms remained
untouched which contributed to the hotel's eventual downfall. The hotel was renamed "The NEW
Landmark", even though the new marquee still stated Landmark. In 1987 the Landmark had a recurring role
in the TV show Crime Story. Morris didn’t fare any better as the bank foreclosed on the property and it
closed on August 8, 1990.
The hotel sat empty for 2 years until,
in 1993, The Las Vegas Convention
and Visitors Authority (which owns
the Las Vegas Convention Center
across the street) bought the
Landmark for $16.7 million. A
year-long debate followed within the
L.V.C.V.A. about the fate of the
aged and run-down hotel. Some
wanted to make the necessary
repairs and re-open it to house the
many convention attendees who
visit every year. Others wanted to
demolish the buildings to add
parking spaces for the Convention
Center. In the end, after much
protest, it was decided that the
Landmark would be demolished.
Shortly after the announcement of the hotel's pending destruction was made, a motion was filed by several
historical preservation groups to have the tower declared a historical landmark thereby preventing the
L.V.C.V.A. from destroying or modifying it in any way. However, in the end, the judge ruled in favor of
the L.V.C.V.A.
On Tuesday, November 7, 1995, at 5:35am, using a mere 100 pounds of dynamite, the Landmark was no
more. After the initial detonation, the Landmark didn’t go down immediately as planned. It was standing
erect and proud. Some onlookers thought the detonation didn’t work. Then half of the building, like in slow
motion, started disintegrating and toppled over, with the second half following.
Today the property which once housed the Landmark is a 2,000 space parking lot for the Las Vegas
Convention Center.
While planning the demise the demolition company discovered not only that there were no blueprints
available, but that there were also many hidden and unusual features. Among them was a hidden stairwell
which was behind a plain locked door presumed to be a secret exit for Hughes.
The Landmark did make some movie appearances including that of “Casino”. The Landmark’s demise will
not be completely forgotten. The actual implosion was used by Director Tim Burton in the movie “Mars
Attacks!”, as well as in the movie “Blasted in Las Vegas”.
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Postcard Show continued from page 1

More photos can be found on the TCPC website.
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Movie Stars Homes
By The Bailey’s

You're either embarrassed by them or embarrassed to buy
them. They are advertised by crudely painted sandwich boards
and are as ubiquitous as the palms. They lead you to vacant
lots and burnt-out chimney stacks. They entice you down a
long driveway to disappoint you in the form of imposing iron
gates and manicured lawns dotted by armed response signs.
They don't distinguish between legend
and upstart, as both the faded manor of
Lana Turner and a rental trashed by
Shannen Doherty carry equal weight.
But for the throngs who flood
Hollywood each year eager to catch a
glimpse of homespun glamour, they
are their lone, sorrowful hope. The
maps to stars' homes are as much an
archeological dig as an atlas.
Their history is shrouded. More than
one map maker claims the title of
"oldest" or "official." There are
numerous references to a father who
sold the first one, or to an inherited
copyright or to a long-standing claim
to that busy intersection of Sunset
and Vine.
Each map tends to cover the "three Bs": Brentwood, BelAir
and Beverly Hills. A few toss in a Malibu sidebar. All are
fraught with spelling errors or cheesy
clip art.
In the past, if you didn’t want to buy a map you could have bought a ViewMaster reel,
whereas nowadays you can get an app for your phone.
We have never been "star-struck". Living in Los Angeles, we saw our share of them
in restaurants and on the streets but it was just, "Oh, that's so and so." We saw the
"Maps to Star's Homes" sandwich board signs on Hollywood Boulevard, but were just
not interested enough. We did do the requisite drive-by of some homes when we had
relatives come out to visit us.
Even then, we were more
interested in finding out that
Tarzana was owned by author
Edgar Rice Burroughs who named
it after his jungle character Tarzan
and Bob Hope invested his money
through real estate buying up huge parcels of land in the
San Fernando Valley, especially Toluca Lake where he
lived. At one time he was one of the largest single
property owners in the world.
Hollywood continued on page 9
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Hollywood continued from page 8

We started collecting postcards of stars homes after we became interested in reading biographies about
famous people, such as movie stars, singers, authors, inventors, cartoonists, etc. We have over 300 books and
read about 90 a year. Our first book, on Jean Harlow, was read in July of 2014. In the stars biographies, they
talk about their homes and if they built it or if they
bought an older stars earlier home and who they lived
next door to. When we came across postcards of their
homes, it sparked our interest and voila, another collection has been born. We do not limit the collection to only
movie stars, but we include other celebrities as well.
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Advertising:

General advertising will appear in the newsletters.
Members can have one free line ad in the newsletter
each year. Send your ad (and payment if required) to the
newsletter editor.
Member Advertising rates (per issue)
Business card size…$4.00
Quarter Page………$10.00
Half Page …….……$20.00
Full Page……….…. $30.00

TCPC News
New Members:
Joel Gardner
N. St. Paul, MN
collects: all postcards, especially churches,
rivers, landmarks, and historical

Check your label: Does it indicate your membership renewal is due? If so, please send in your
payment to Dianne Lamb, membership chair for
continued newsletters and membership privileges.

Upcoming Programs
Call Dave Johnson at 651-426-3573 for further details

2016 marks the 40th anniversary for TCPC - Your editor
needs you to write an article (long or short) as to why
you are a member of the group, how long you are a
member and how you came to join TCPC. Maybe
recall your first card purchased at the TCPC show or
coming to the monthly meeting and what you purchased or
auctioned. This a time to recall your experience. Send
your article to Duane, your editor, or send an email with
your idea.

Please plan to attend the monthly meetings
where you’ll find frequent auctions and
dealers with postcards for sale but also you’ll
have opportunities to learn more about this
terrific hobby.

Twin City Postcard Club Membership Application

Please check one: New Member_____ Renewal________ Reinstatement______ Change of Information_____
NAME______________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE # (include area code)______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS (optional)___________________________________________________________________________
TYPES of POSTCARDS COLLECTED: ___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to Dianne Lamb, TCPC Membership Chair, 25145 Chippendale Ave, Farmington MN 55024
Total Dues annually: $13 + $1 for each additional member in the household
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Upcoming Meetings and Events

All meetings to be at:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)

Programs
Jul 20, 2016 – Wild Card Month—bring us a card you cherish and would be considered your favorite card.
Tell us why this is so special to you.
Aug 17, 2016 – This month we remember the Panama Canel opened in 1914 and Women's Suffrage was
founded in 1910—Challenge: bring postcards that remember or commemorate these two events

TCPC Board of Directors and Officers 2016

Mark Your Calendar with these dates
Meeting Schedule for 2016
Jul 20 | Aug 17 | Sep 21 Oct 19| Nov 16 |
Dec 21
Board Meeting Schedule for 2016
Sep 7 | Nov 2

Wanted: Upcoming Programs

President: Chuck Donley, 952-988-9797
VP Membership: Dianne Lamb, 651-460-4927
Treasurer: Allan Hillesheim, 612-377-6062
Secretary & Asst. Editor: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428
Editor & Webmaster: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654
Program Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Show Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Social Coordinator: Dean Borghorst, 612-332-0256
Librarian: Rosemary Palmer, 612-308-6474
Member-at-Large: Jane Lee, 952-567-3713
Member-at-Large: Vacant

Have a program you’d like to do for the group? It
only needs to be 10 to 15 minutes long.
Programs can be about anything from your
favorite card topic or a general postcard topic.
Call Dave Johnson at 651-426-3573 for further
details.

Looking for collectables and postcards??? Don’t know
where to look?? Go to the Twin City Post Card Club
website—find a listing of known markets in the region.

Support TCPC—participate in the shows, and
monthly meetings. Consider participating on the board
and consider providing articles to the editor. Don’t
expect a handful of members do all the work. Doing so
will threaten the livelihood of the club.

Check the TCPC website for Shows that have come to
the attention of the editor. It will be updated as mor e
information becomes available. We can’t guarantee that
postcards will be at the show but that’s part of the hunt
for that special postcard.
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Twin City Postcard Club
25145 Chippendale Ave.
Farmington MN 55024

If your address label is highlighted, your
dues are due! Please return the application
in this newsletter, with any updates, and a
check for $13, plus $1 for each additional
name at the same address.
Thank You!
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We are on the web!
www.twincitypostcardclub.com and
on Facebook

Monthly Meeting Location:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)
Minneapolis MN
We are in the South West corner of the
intersection)
Time: 5:30 - 8: 15 pm (program and meeting
at 7:15)
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Got something you want to contribute?
Contact: Editor: Duane Stabler
Email: destabler@mediacombb.net

