








= AFVN Facilities in South Vietnam - 1970 =
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COBADER'S CUIRENTS wivo s muee DIC loyrence W, Souville, USA _

Horkine with you and vour predecessors these past 12 nonths heg been fun
end has taught me much, I believe we have the closest-~knit team in Amsrican
Forces iiadio and Television Sevvicc, able to neet adversities and succe ses of
the present and challenges of the futurc with z unity of respousiveness and
harmony, I think our 2bility to talk znd listen equally has, in lerge measure,
been the renson for our collective achievenents, I comzend the officers, non-
cormissioncd officers and lover grades, all, for vour urnderstending, loyslty,
and dedication to ouwr broazdesst mission, Thanku, end I will remember you and

this network always.
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Recent developnents conceraing tbe Vietnzm war have brought new chzllenges
to the entire AF7.” staff, The stepped-up drawdown hes cepeclally affected net-
york nanning, ceusing crossover and dovbling up on jobe in order to m intein
cuality brozdcast standardz, Some detrchrmts heve moved., The tha Trung and
Quans Tri establishrents sre now located at C-m Renh Bay end live/Fhu B Bai,
raﬁncctivrlv. In addition, Typhoon He-ter challenged HSG Chet iaeileese znd the
AFV Dall ng «taff by knocklng the station off the eir on 23 Cct 71, Tronsmise
sion towers were rebuilt cnd Vi rcturned to the air in three dzys, TV in five,
end AK in six days... 2 tribute to thc detachient steff 2nd nctuork evginecrs.,

ITC Pelix L, Cesipit received the ATV guidon from LTC Souville on 28 Jan 72
in a cercnony &t the Suigon station., Colonel: Souville received scveral honors,
including the ¥ictarncse Psywar fedal, the Bronze Star sedcl, and a Certificate

Appreciztion from Jack kurphy, JUSFAO advisor to TEVil, The forner officer-
in chnrge scid he p rtzcul:rlj “pnrc01%tcd the plaguc »rercntoed hinm by the men
of the nctwork, Coloﬂtl Cosipit comce to the nctwork from the Army Signsl School

ot Ft, Memouth, .J., and Colonel Souvljlb is hc*ding for an essignrent with

HG USAREC HAMPTON, VA,
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1Sgt, Jean LeRoy completsd his tour 2: Bro:deast Opcr«tions CO and turned over
the reins to SFC Bob i'clson who caenme to Saigon fron AFM''s Kaiserslautern station.
Bob previously served with AFVI in 1965, Scrgesnt leRoy, who alfo was one of
APV itg original TV troops in 1966, «pent his ceccond year in Saigon working telc-
vision, news, radio, and finally fellowced iester Scrgeants Chet loclleese and Bob
iz2prtin into the Broops slot, Jean packs hiz bags and hesds for Clark Air Base
and duty ot AFFI, Copt Terry Hayer remains as Chief of Brosdeast Oper-tions for
the network and contimuecs to see that Al keeps on pumping our thoge hits while
T serves the norc conservotive nembers of the radio audience.



Television, zlthough its steff hes gradually diminished, wes active in
reccnt nmonths, with two major productions suegessfully handled along with the
steady d-1ly news roequirerents, One of the two najor production was "The
Golden Pcople of Hawali' show, a gpeeial Island festurc brought to the "ien’
to thonk GI= for visiting Hawedii. MSgt, Jean LeRoy dirceted the show and end
SP5 Dennils Hannon was hiz TD. The “roduction was under the oversll supcrvision
of SG Bob Martin and 1LT Don Darc, who also handled the lighting chorcs. All
neribers of the staff sgreced that the "Golden Folks"™ wers mme of the nost fun
groups to work with in a 1ong tine; especin 11y, we niight odd, in the greass

gkirt deportment.

Decenber was the ocension for the third anmual taping of the Bob Fope
Christnes Show, This time the production wos under the <ble guidsnce of 1LT
Don Dare who acted as overall producer ond was & menber of the "Operation
Jingle Bells" staff, The twowhour show was dirceted by MSgt, Jean LeRoy, The
rest of the crew included Sgt, Laurie Clenonb, Mggt, Al iedlow, SP4 Tom Rutledge,
SP5 Rich Battison, and SP5 Chris Pease, Gr-phics, produced by Dil Dennis
"Mephisto!" Harper amd DMl Bob "Ship Sh-pe" Maurer, were seen nationally in the
Long Binh cegment of the show when it wes telecast in the States Enplneering
for the show was eapebly h-ndled by SFC Harry West, TSgt, Don ﬁv?strong, and
S8gt, Aspon Davis, The mobile van was borrowed from THVI, Except for having to
drop'back to a two~camers opepation half-way through the show and sore trouble
with the audio fued, the prouuq%gop went well, The show was aired twice in Saigon
and furpished to all AFVI] staticns, AFTIl, and 7th Fleet.

The TV crew hag a bright new addition in recently promoted (1 Feb 72) WAF
Leurie Clepons, now a =teff sergeant, Leurie hes the distinction of being the
first pernenently assigned feninine menber of the AFVI! team, Lourie calls Alasks
home, She's a graduate of DINFOS ISB-11 (1971) and was previously zssicned to
Keesley AFPR, Hississippi, Other nenbers of the recently reduced TV crew include
NCOTIC 118g%, Al Redlow, SP4 Tom futledge, SP5 Randy MeElmury, SP5 Rich Betticon,
and SP4 Rigk Erickeon, Twc rﬁpcnt returnces to civilian life are SP4 Jin Matyas

and SP4 Ton Serkies,

Ghanga of personnel is a.fe vhe name of the game for redio in Saigon,
Returning to civilian life ape $R% Wes Cunningham, SP5 Dennis Dormody, and
SP4 Bryee Elkckburn, Chief Annquncep SP§ Dennis Hennon is off to South Carolina
where he ftill has sore fine 19 gzve ‘to the Army, His replaccment in redio's
top sloﬁ is JOR Tin Huguenard, Tin coneg fpon FEi-Tokyo ond is shoveling out
the h}tﬁ gguntry style, cha} neyeomers include 8P4 John iloonan, =n in-country
eass gnae; 8P4 Rick Turner,’s VH{ returnee yho saw service with the Da T'ng:
nt'earlier in 1971 “mﬂ 8P4 Dan Vander-~iyde, Scul chores are hendled by
SP Harqid {amey Jr, Knowg i1 ;92& fans as I'The Seventh Son", he purips out 12
hoqrg af §qu; 2 weak on AM n 3 ¢wo howure of undgrground on the FIf gide, SP5
Ro] gy} ?quam finally nade his bperk fron technical duties and is keep;ng thoge
hz 8 C”rinf wlth the rest Qf fhg AM rockers,
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Ag SP5 %on Edwards left Sazigon for Da ‘eng, SP4 Barry Goffman took over
the chores of running the network trrfTﬂc—Po tin 11 tyv shop with the newly
added and sble assictance of SP4 Dave ditz., The treffic—continuity shop
been busily up-grading the quality of rpots used on the netvork and prepar?“
the continus1ly changing program schedulss. Guick turnover of peonle at AFWI
has backlogged "tons" of fapee and slides over *he vears. 3 rrv and Dave have
now cat-logued then and they have thus become an asset to the creative pro-
duction efforts of the Dynemic Duo, Dave and Barry zlso produce "Concert in
Clagsics" for Fk, fSgt. Pepper” (underground) and the service club's weekly
show "Your Song' for Ali.

TSgt. selectee Tom Shuek, former AFTV-Germany film librarian is reeling
in hlE new assignuent (& the ﬂ&+“ ~k Film librarian. Tom has realigned /FVi's
film hendling p”ocedure: and revitelized the operation in his constant effort
to prove he's the best librerian in LFRTS. The library recently t~~kK over the
dzily preparetion of TV logs., This uro ij s for a vore efficient operation and
better ure of available m-terials. ‘sgisting in the film library is the cvers
smiling Mrs, Mai, former” -dmin men SP5 Dsul tiano, and SP4 Gery Fclntyre who
takes over CFZ.Iark.R=1gL‘° deily log wreparation chores. I'rk is off for duty

with Pzcific Stars snd Stripes.
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The Hetwork Enginecring Branch, under the dircction of CWO Gilbert L,
MacDon-1d has been guite FCtiVG vith projects rangins from Hue, in the Horth,
to Can Tho in the Mekong Dilta, SSG Phillip ?rovwncc and  S53G  Tommy borris,
Qui Thon Fngineers, tecmed up with  MSgt Willis MeThec from Fue, in pulling
out the FM transemitter and antenn: system from the fung Chvz mountain (Dui
ihon) site and shipment to its new locztion in fue city, where Sergeont MeGhee!
engineers got it on the sir in tive for Christmas bro-dcasting. 5SG Provence,
along with his full time station operaticns in (ui “hon, is inrtalling a
complcte TV studio for the Viitnumese Television authority (THVT) . Sergeant
Provence's engincering crew ie working hend din hand with OICG, JUSPAOD, and the
Minietry of Informstion on the projuct, which is cxpected to be completed
shortly.

CWO PacDonald, ir, Ke, the Chief Vietnemese Engineer, along with SFC Herry
Oweley and nis legend~ry construction team consisting of: ¥r., Thei (VGS-11),
ir, Bon (7GS-9), ir, Hy (VG8-9), -nd ir. #-m (VGS-9) traveled from the Saigon
Key Stotion to the AM site outeide Cem Rnnh By at Dong Ba Thin, Working with
the T=dio & TV sections of the lHinistry of Informs tion, they deactivated the
Uong Ba Thin site, turning over the transmitter and the disossembled towers to
the Vietnamese Governn nt, OWO W&ller snd SP4 BPodle handled the logistics <nd
of the trip, which wes incidert 1lgby 1dton commercizl truck. After completion
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of the Dong Ba Thin portion of the trip, all hends proceeded “orth, vis their
one vehicle convoy to “ul Mhon to perform tower mointensnce, Upon their return
to Saigon Mr, Ke hinted that perhaps the rosd wasa't cuite clesr 211 the way.

SSG Jesse Hardw'ck replsced SFC William Raywnor as COIC of Ti~dio li-intenance
in the key station. Sergeent Hardwick ie now starting his forth tour in the
Republic., His previous sssignmebt s with Strike Command at MeDill AFR, Florida,
Sergeant fHayqor has ICS'D to Fort Bregg, YW.C.; fetty Officer Jesse Ybanez and
Harold Hayes have joined the Radio engineering staff in Ssigon.

TSnt « Don irmstroig has been resssigned to Washington, D.C. Along with his
key station duties in televigion encineering, Sergeant irlistrong was instroental
in puttin; the Da H2ng station bsck on the air s=fter Typhoon Hester hit it, lzst
October.

SSG Ben Stearmen and SPL Tormy BeeBe are manning the recently estrblished
site 2t Can Tho Air Ba=ze, Currently, they are nroviding TV (UHF) and Fii coverage
of the C»n Tho ares, Plans c:ll for expansion of the coverage via a VHF 1 Kilowatt

translotor.
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AFVN supnly Bae heen exiremely busy as o recuit of meny netrrork realignmente,
Among the top reccent prcjecte +f the brench were turn-in ol excess property,
reduction of spare parts te missicn-essentizl items, znd improvement of property
acpountabhility., OW4 S2n Wsllier and his crew h-ve had scme personuel ch-nges, too,
SFC Steey Hawley hee boen replsced ags COIC of the *udﬂ by F"“ Sylvestoer Idller.
Others on tas gupply sb~ff include PFC Bob Bodle, S8SG loriy Deleon, S5G Robert
Halsey, SP5 Waliter Heidihue, -nd SSG Ed Saypack. Fazle J:cacrﬂ ¥onvanye (the
cldest continuire memser of the staff 66-72) has firc 11; e llLL it cuits and is
lerving Vietnzm for a newr ~ssignment; hopefully, con
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CPT Jack Howard has succesgfully completed his tour with SF7N -nd the United
St~tes Army. He was repliced ot Pleiku by his DINFOS clessmote 1LT Robert Cline
(they graduated in Feb?uﬁry'l“fo), MSG Bob lewis stopped in Saigoa for a counle
of weeks on hir w2y 1o zcrignment at the Pentagon ond SP5 Deve Dean i: on his
vy to-eivilian 1ife, C.J. lMurray has been re- %91;“30 from Pleiku snd is now
enjoying the sun st the 1ACV syimming pool where he's s lifeguard,
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i MGE5, the Jant Jddofs o Faff divaked wiot cornain s 'u'uk; coafisared
218 elrcralt; equisped with 4:y s and television tianguitt oz 2y sesotaeh ond
ctinvg special pregects; be reclaced wita oL2L 2dircrsft, Ias RS g or tlds (hroga
was to grustly inerease tine oa st.s;‘:-im,, mevide geeatir {ha of wisoicas,
cnd iacrease power aad cyabiiily, e »c:.:.uugre,vi,... ol ¢ l.-u;;'r 7? u:i.+ WACH Yiasg
oaveating G2l type adrcraft at tae Ue 3. ewad dr oo, Tt

o1 v oalous obL.r specializcd -rojects was ths “t,wu..i Rases . LR 4 'Jl;.t- ol of
Srojuet Jun i wscordinighy, dnonay 19085, odln was boan n Do ohd e, llavy
Jursau hwder 121627, & transnort conflpured J__2]_ udy TP ;.-.-".E,'it;-' e Loy since
753, Lo coafigare it o o dsnt power (oot powa catpah off about 32,600 warty;
comuaicstions (nd poudc reicy stetion,
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suring the swywer, suild un s teoting were ags
1965, Dlue Zagle e ueployed to coullh Wiot s ¢ %
w.wu, Ticamgh rolay, thie 1965 Loscunl Lugdd Lurlss
Viet Lo wd 2t seo i the 1":1(3;':"1\:,.- T pUrpose of fuls topnoront wme, 1n
aoui‘l:.lu,x tc broaceasticg the lorld Sop 4.(*_, to teed the =‘x:?‘i;".- ant.or oncictional
couditions sad 1o evoluvtc ibts eoffectivensss. The roin of the Jooloymaent wos
to be two woeks but the systen ~roved so effective and »opular that it was
extended an adwitional seven weeks pecforiing redio relay missions. In Jecambur
1965, Dlue Zegle Une returned to the United States for raguilar overhoul naint.
and value ol the syvoton 1o bhe forces in
to rassley obooe Vist em on

ciaLnse having jaoves the feasibrility

viet Ham, ov7vongemoris wers already bonog oo
a conbtinuirg Losis in Janwary 1966,

heanwhile, ag & result ol miovisis studles and wesssrsh, o vue ~oncluded

tnat telovision would significontly conteibvte to Jhe "'-r, s poliny th cetivasg

of rural pacific tion, w.ban stz ..nlitys. na.ulo_ni wiity, f -:.':- Herle support and
Us s presence in Vist dam, Toe lawy was ascignod :---_::;_..ur_; 1EihiLity wurin, phase

one for provicing airbeine tuievision coverage as 4 inbaiul aeaturs, Leaaing
censtruction ans installation of pumancut televisicn L,hm.wm: in T-’:'..rv'[; iem, A
two chennel cystun was Lo be provided; furnishinrg U, -, pro,riuning on cne chomel
and Vietnaacse oropet an lnb ot tie otaci, The p},‘-("i'- towis sudignen o roject
Jemmy uow an eicucni cf the Lcea.uc,brn.mm Mr Swovey L.#lb, comnarued by Jud il. Re
Ltluialllil, locetia at the U, &, Loval adr Test Juot p, Patuxent Qivwer, Lo, On
fugust 25, 1965, Blue iagle Two and Three; lavy Burc,s,u wumbors 126A44 and 131641,
aiso on service with the havy since 1953, arriviee at anarews air force Desds to
be configured 28 4. 1W‘isicn, r_.,qio, and cocmunicnblons aystans, qutali.a.*ion
end build up wes uncer the tschinical dirsction of Japtain George J, JLICH, USLAR.
Jsntain OLCE; aided by Tavy aviotion technizians onu uecnanice, subascins and
surface navy techniciains and mecuanies,; nnu civilian technical reprsgenistives
aid a remerkable job of vpiccing fogziiies these gystsas, DLquipment of & fantastic
varity of uses und origin were collect:d iroi what ever sources thuy csuld be
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egged, borrowed or bought, and were modified and adapted for use in airboms tele-
vision. Iach of the equipaent was used, previously purchased equipment, Thersfore
a substantial saving in cost to the government in outfitting the aircraft was.
realized, Bulky equipment and trensmitters for use in spacious ground facilities
were cut down to minimum size tc fit the linited space of an aircraft, In January
1966, both aircraft were flown to Viet liam each operationally fitted and capebls

of transaitting two channel television (2000 watts per channel), Al {(10,00C watts
per channel), FI (1000 watts per channel), and shert wave/single sideband with a four
channel teletype hook up (10,000 watts, all sirultaneously, if required. rogrem
material is originated within cach circraft by relay (both TV and radio); two

video tape recorters, two 16 mm film projectors; a suall live studio, and six

audio tape recorders,

EOTaB LEHLNT

The Oceanographic Air Survey Unit, Detachment VISTIAC, wes established by
chief of liaval Operations message 2914432, EC 1965. C(n 3 January 1966 an advance
party of four officers and twenty one enlisted men led by LT R. r. GIUBLAUX, USK,
arrived at Tan Son lhut Airbase; Saigon, VI, Their mission wes to orepare an
operating base for the arrival of the new detachment®s alrcraft, men, and aaterial
and to form the neucleus of the future maintenance orgenization, There had been
no arrangements previously made or facilities set aside for their use and after
being unceremoniously Gumped along with all their gear and supplies on the ramp,
their task began immecdiately, First they located an area between two lines of
aircraft which as unoccupied and unimoroved. Although they could not find anyone
vho would give them authority to settle in the area, no one objected when they did.
fents, scrap lumber; shipying crates, JCHLX boxes, some furniture, and three pickup
trucks were borrowed wherever tiiéy could be located and our present facilities
were literally built and created.

Blue Eagle One, aircraft comsander, LODR G. JANUL1S, USH; arrived at Tan Son
Nhut on 7 JAN 1966, and begen immediately to fly operstional missions into the
northern interior of South Viet Nam, Their mission was to relay, abt high power,
broadcasts of Radio Saigon to areas normally influenced and covered by Radio Hanoi.
411 missions were flown as scheduled with no aborts or delays, an outstanding feat
in view of the fact that having only one aircraft svailable they were required and
successfully acheived 100% aircraft availabiliiy for tahe month of January, They
flew a total of 106 hours that month.

Blue Dagle Two, aircraft coamander, LUIR G. A. lic KINHEY, USH; arrived at Tan
Son Nhut on 15 January 1966, and began a series of test, evaiuation and allignment
flights preparatory to coumencing regular television broadcasts.

Blue Zagle Three, aircraft commander, L.Id E. v. NENZERSCL, USN; arrived on
21 January 1966. Loid NZNJLASCH assumed command as Cfficer in Sharge of the
Detachment, Testing continued, A program initiating television in Viet lam,
with speaches by i'reaier .y, /mbassadcr Lodge, and General Westuorland, was cut
on video tape in the airport terminal utilizing the aircraft's equipneut, Cables
connected the cameras in the terminal with the aircraft which was parked close by,
later a studio was set up in downtown Saigon which now produces the video tapes

used on each broadcast.
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On 7 February 1966, regular television broadcasting began. The schedule was

st up for one hour of Vietnamese programming on channel nine, starting at 7:30
Pl{, and three hour's of U. S. programming on channel eleven starting at 8:00 FH,
seven days & week, DBroadcast time was limited by the amount of program material
available, A nomal brosadcast arez was estcblished fifteen miles southeast of
Saigon where the aircraft orbited each night at 10,500 feet. This consistancy
of position allowed viewers to train their antennas in a fixed position for
optimum viewing. Operations settled down into an opersting routine. Blue
Lagle Two and Throe alternating night television broadcasts and Elue Eagle (ne
flying radio relay flights rcbroadcasting ladio Szigon over the northern interior
of South Viset lam four times weekly. In lLarch, Blue Eagle Two and Three were
given the additional task of rebroadcasting Radio Saigon on AM during regular
television broadcasts over Saigon, thus effectively increasing Radio Saigon
coverage. Alsc in karch Blue Lagle Two and Three proved their flexibility
by assuming the duties of Blue Eagle Cne in aucition to their own vhile Dlue
Esgle (ne was undergoing a regular maintenance check and engine change. Jroblems
of a2 routine nature arose occassionally and were solved in stride,

Cn April 1, 1966, Viet Uong terrorists bombed the Vietoria BCQ in which thres
detachment officers were billeted. 4s a result of injuries sustained in this
bombing, LT R. F. GOUBBEAUX, USN, L1JG o. GIRTHAN, USKR, a&nd LIS v. 2. BAGEHTHL,
USHR, were swarded the purple heart,

on April 12, 1966, a Viet Jong mertar atbtack was _iade on the Tan Son lhut
Airbase, In awlition to other damages to the alrport, all three Dlue lagle
gircraft sustained .cmage. Blue Hagle One required two propeller changes and
suffercd several fragnent punctures in the wings and fuselage. Blue Hagle Two
was the hardest hit taking two direct hits., One in the tail and one in the top
of the fuselage just forward of the aft loading door. There were hundreds of
fragient holes and like Blue liagle (ne, two propeliers had to be replaced on it,
Blue agle Three had only a few ninor punctures and was able to fly the following
evening television broadcast as well as all subsequent broadcasts until Blus
Zagle Two was repaired, It was nccessary, however, to reduce the schedule to
five days & week in order to provide adequate time to perform maintenance on it.
So far the detachment hac a perfect record, All commititments had been met on
schedule without delay or abort. The television broadcast record continued to
renain nerfect and the detaclment's record of effort and achievement reached an
21l time high during the weeks following the attack. Blue Zagle Ome was repaired
and operationally ready in only four days. In spite of the damages, it amassed
a total of fifteen flights and ninety five fiight hours for the month of April.
Maxdmum maintenance effort was then applied to Blue Iagle Two to repair the major
damage. An entire right hend vertical stabliZer hac to be located and shipped
to Saigon. A two foot diameter jagged hole in the fuselage had to be renaired.
The rudders had to be recoversd and repaired. The skin on the center stabilizer
had to be replaced and innumerable :atches applied to fragment punctures 21l over
the aircraft. All controls had to be rerigged and some control cables replaced,
Internal structural damage to the airconditioner, deisel power uwnit and other
components had to be repaired, Through long hours aind exceptional devotion to
duty by maintenance personnel, Blue Zagle Two was down only thirty days includ-
ing celay for special order narts. Cn May 12, 1966, Blue Zagle Two again took
%o the sir and resuned fiying oporstional tclevision broaccasts,
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PADGICLIS

v dnterim phase one, of instelling television in Viet Nam, which was
originally suppcsed to last three months has now passed its fourth month snd
is now eclioculed to continue until at least ilove ibor 1966 with many awd llary
teske undoer consideration for ubtilization of the aircraft incefinitely after
that, both in Viet Ham,and 2!l over the world, In fact, the possibilities for
usc¢ of circreft of this configuration and capabilities are aluost limitless,
another alrcraft, Blue legle Four, is presently being configured and is
scheduled to join CASU Ui WESTPAC by 1 July 1966, This will alew individual
relief of the other aireraft for neriodic maintarcnce and still maintain
cantinuous cischarge of project's comittments, The Oceanographic Air Survey
Unit expects Yo be providing valuable survice to the U, S, Liavy and the country
for many years to come,

(5)

The next sections seems to have some missing pages.
Note that they are numbered “Pages 2, 4, 5, and 6.”




Blue Eazgle. They had been used previously on a variety of specialized projects,
and were a logical choice for the television assignment in Vietnam,

Blue Fagle One was deployed to Vietnam to broadcast over AM and
short wave radio, through relay, the 1965 Baseball World Series to servicemen
in Vietnam and to ships =zt sea in the Pacific. The system proved tc be wery
effective and popular. Meanwhile, Blue Ragle Two and Three were being outfitted
for their their role in bringing television to Vietnam. Since there was no
time available for designing special equipment or, in many cases, for obtaining
necessary equipment through normal procurement procedures, a selection of
standard broadcast items were cobtsined, in one way or another, from a wide
variety of sources. These items were cut down and/or otherwise medified so that
everytaing would fit intc the aircraft. The equippage of each plane included
two television transmitters (one for the Vietnamese Channel Gy and the other
for U.S. Channel 11), a small, live TV studio, two video tape recorders,
twe 1bmm film projectors, six gudio tape recorders, & diesel generator for
power, air conditioning equipment, television conscle equipment, and other
items that gave the zircrafi the capability of transmitting M, P and
short wave/single sideband radio signsls.

W

By January 1966 the job was completed and the aircra;:;?lown to Vietnam,
Their base of operations was Tan “on Nhut air base, just outside of “aigon,
2fter making a series of test flights, the Navy detachment was ready to fulfill
its mission, On February 7, 1966, the first regularly scheduled television
program in “ietnam was broadcast.

This was an exciting evening for all involved. During the flight, as in
Blue Zagle
211/flights, Navy crews operated the equipment. The Vietnamese provided their

own programs, pre-recorded on video tape, and Armed Forces Television, Vietnam,

provided U.S. programming meterials and a producer/announcer for each flight.

@)



Off at 8:55 for 5 (minutes)
Off at 9:10
Off at 9:20
Off at 9:25
Off at 9:29

Some were a little more specific:

1917: Channel 9 down, probably bad amplifies.

1922: Channel 11 transmitter failure.

1926: Channel 11 transmitter on, bad avdic.

1935: Channel 11, avdio fair.

1950: Ground reports lost sudio (broken audio).

2013: Channel 11 transmitter arcing.

2027: Ground reports auwdio satisfactory.

NOTE: TR-22 (video tape machine) kaput.
TR~ (the other video tape machine) kaput.

2208: Had to shut down Channel 11 trensmitter for audic tube
change. 5 minutes oub.

2255: GPL (studio camera) going bad = focus adjustment
going out.

2310: Sipned off (We've still got wings & boy, are we praying).
One log entry highlighted e different type of problem:
£t 1913 2 fire broke cut in # engine. The supercharger blew
end directed intense smoke into fuselage. Within moments was smoky

from stem to stern. So smoky pilots couldn't read instruments,
Zveryone took ditching instruments, At low alt. hatches open &

smoke cleared.

This was the closest a Blue Fagle afrcraft ever came to an actusl ditching,
Not all of the Blue Eagle troubles occurred during flight. On jpril 1

Viet Cong terrorists bombed the Victoria BOQ in Saigon. Among the injured were

three Blue Tagle officers. A few days later, on April 13, the VC attacked

Tan Son Nhut air base with mortars. During this attack all Blue Fagle aircraft

were damaged. Blue Esgle Two sustained two direct hits during this attack

and received extémsive damages, Navy inspectors were flowm to Vietnam to

survey the damage. They decided that the aircraft could be repaired, but that

it would take from 9 to 13 weeks, The numerous holes that had been made in

Blue Eagle One and Three were patched guickly with no resultant loss in

operating time. o



With only one of the television aircraft available, TV programming wad
reduced to five days a week so that necessary upkeep could be maintained.
Meanwhile, the remaining availzble crew members got down to the business of
making Plue Eagle Two flyable again. They enlisted the aid ¢f two American
civilian technicians and three Air Force maintenance men from the heavy
maintenance squadron at Tan Son Nhut. They dismantled and inspected the
damaged areas, requisitioned replacement parts, and pitch=d in with an average
1), to 16 hours per man per day until the work was completed. Blue Eagle Two
resuned flying with its reguler TV programming on 11 May, exactly 28 days
after the VC mortar attack, and at least 5 weeks shead of the predicted
repair time.

There were times when flights had to be cancelled because of weather.
There were times when the scheduled azircreft had to zbort the mission, and the
standby called out. There were times operaticnal requirements forced Blue Eagle
to shift its flight psttern; which in turn forced viewers to point their
antenns in sz new direction to get the best signal. Bad atmospheric conditions
often prevented the recording the consequent rebroadcasting of the latest
news, and any number of other problems took their turn im harrassing the
operation, Yet, the Blue Eagle team managed to come through with surprising
regularity, all things taken into account, For more than seven months in 1966,
the fighting men in Vietnam, as well as Vietnamese citizens, had available to
them this dramatic source of information, education and entertainment that
they would not have had without Blue Eagle. The picture they saw was not always

ancd they not infrequently had their program 1nterrupted,
of the highest quality =mExprEErmXXRRERC KRRV REXREL :

they were there watching and, apparently, they were glad to have TV, The PX's

in Vietnam imported approximately 10,000 TV sets a month, and these were

always sold out quickly, @



On October 25, 1966 the new AFRT ground facility in Saigon took over
the Blue Fagle responsibilities for broadcasting television to Ssigon and
surrounding sreas. This marked the end of Phase I in bringing television to
Vietnam, and of Blue Eagle's primary purpose. However, Blue Eagle continued
to fly. The planes now cruise far to the south of Saigon to reach the heavily
populated deltzs region, but they broadcast only Vietnamese programs. The
future of this U,8. Navy service is uncertain at present. lhere are plans to
construct a Vietnamese TV station in the deltz at Can Tho, and install there
s powerful transmitter similar to those in Saigon. Other parts of the country
having heavy concentraticns of 1.S5. personnel are now serviced by TV van
stations. These are located in Qui Nhon, Da Nang, Pleiku, Wha Trang, Hue and
Tuy Hoa. Put until the station at Can Tho becomes & reality, chances are that
Blue Eagle will be flying over the delta each evening providing the Vietnemese
people in thst ares an opportunity to enjoy this new source of informstion and
entertainment, and {0 become more personally aware of the historic events that
occur daily in their country.

Although the judgement of history is yet to be made, the job mf being
done by the Navy's Blue Eagle flights could prove to be a important contribution
to the growth and development of Vietnsm as a strong, democrstic U.S, ally
in 8outheast Asia. But whatever that final judgement might be, the Navy knows
thet it has successfully discharged snother assigned task, and those involved
rightfully
toske pride in kav#wg their accomplishment, Each man will long carry a large
repertolre of "sea stories" sbout his experience with Blue Fagle, 4s a final
comment, it might be pointed out that throughout the many trials and
tribulations of Phase I, there was only one TV log entry that could be construed

as an actual complaint, It was listed as the ultimate problem for what had

been a pretty bad day: "No can opener for the 'C! rations."
AT
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SECTION I « AFRTS Personal Interview Form

Name : . \ Grade: Service:
- SSAN: MOS/AFSC/Rate: | DOB:

Unit of Assignment : APO:
Unit Telephone: DEROS: ETS:
length of Service: HOR:

Eduecation (include Service Schools)

Radio, Television & Allied Experience

vhich FCC License, if sny, do you hold?

In which of the following do you consider yourself qualified?

lewswriting Newscasting - Radio Newscasting - TV
jportscasting Interviewing - TV Interviewing - Radio ____
WHblingiNg ~ DJ RAB16 Programming TV Programming

ontinuity : Classical Music Presentation __ Photography-Still

‘hot ography-Mopic Film Editing Radio Production

'V Production TV Camera TV Lighting

#Rig PPoduction Engineering Radio Technical Engineering

'V Production Engineering TV Technical Engineering

OR AFVN USH ONLY
Accepted: Not Accepted: File #
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SECTION II - #ritten Exsminetion
RADIO

(1) Identify the following initisls, commonly associated with the broadcasting
industry:

; n ==
ET ELEC-TKLC,R*_ | RAMSCRIETIeNID STH? o= LDESTIFicAT I ON

ASCAP QMEF‘!L.H N ODCIETY DF Com?os ERS {')HTHDQ‘A‘_ T FP.;.‘::. SHERS
AFTHA l" MERILAN %-“r. DERATI®N CF _TL' LE Wi Sion % E{\PJ{) ﬁ.i:r I519%

AFRTS %ME?':.-__*““‘ "r:‘::z_:; < NADie v lEecews ion SL: e &

BMI Droabdeasy Music , T o Poeaichpy 'I).ﬂf,cp VOCREY

) = 3

i \ \ oo 1% .
FCC \t-‘»k AL G—""np~;\rﬂ|r\|(r11 D Y L L) f\)m « s’y oof 5 (LAST €25

-]

(2) What is the maximum power current,ly ;ermittﬂd to a liccnsed, AM, Commercial
Radio Station in the U.5.? DD, 200 ) The lowest power? 30 =
The most popular fx a low power statlon? S0 A

(3) Every professional broadcaster must be familiar with Section 315 of the
Crmmunications Act which deals with (Check one): irazram Policy
I neering Standards ( ) Politicsl Brosdcasting (&) Frequency Allocetiors ( )

(4) The MtS‘Jt;&,ant R| NE(¢  is the boundiry line between stations whose
gall letters begin with the letters 'W' snd 'K'.

(5) In most radlo operations, how long does a half-hour program run? 4w N
An hour program? _ S € s i pS A fifteen-minute program? |4 . 16

(6) When splicing sudio tepe, the srlice is made on the dull) side,
moRrde STRENGTH ©

, Ny’
(7) 4 splice is made with a L") /9 degree cut, Why? LESS WDISE
B

(8) The three standard speeds used in recording are 3 /‘1 IPs, 7 /J IPS, and

R ) TIPS,
‘9) What does IPS sland for? J:r\\.c.fté_(. >C"7?. g ELo A D

10) Give & brief dzfination of the fol. owing radio terms:

Segue at&:¥ WONE SouRLe TLJmCold UN- [éc HEARSE N
;:ra'l—xz'pﬂ—. TR R 6 BRED

Off Mike o THE SIDE e o F M\(_rm!w?ot. \]DL»HML CoMT?N—
Level Q-m ergmnb Cuu\kaue_‘)iy Board Fade PL.DIICTIDIQ o F Sgu-!b LE\)LL

Cambo Manhh)rduz_ QBQMUWOP Remote OP @)1 NATING FRom ouwtsiDF
: THE TP O

11) For what purpose is a VU meter used? le PRoN IiBE A NISUAL MEANS

p = COMTROLL N & S o L::"'\.'E'L To__ AWID bd‘rhf&,'rrﬁrd

e ——
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SECTICN III - « NEWS AND SPOLTS

Part 1....eoNews

(1) Fill in the full names of the following standard abbreviations:

SEATO Soutcast Asm lrent: = RVN l“? of VigTnan

I;‘WAE_" ﬂ-,l._ LWer vy jr\'l.. LPAT ﬂ 941 [ *'NVA N o &7 \)u-‘. I 1) iy, ﬂ.f- 5 3
usaF Uaaes Syares Bk forc ROKF Kgp. o Kepea Fonc.
MACY Aie. Moot Gy Vornam  Usary G50 A acy Vi Tr) A
RVNAF % Vieradne Penicd Yoo guaveoay Navae Fories Jhera) Aua
rad Fea Nun  Po. . sir Secur, s+ Exeung j

NASA Nat'e rRoNATIES ¢ IPALE Ao dore Conerass £ Racine | Gud

(2) Indicate with an "X" those persons currently holding elected positions in
the United States Federal Government:

( ) Bess Myerscn (¥) L. Mendé&lRivets - ( ) John Broger

(%) Barry Geldwater ( ) Jchn Mitchell (%) Mark Hatfield
(x) .cis1 Stevenson III ( ) George Murphy (x) Charles Percy
( ) Neison iockefeller ( x) Mike Mansfield ( ) Winton Blount

(3) In the space provided, write the names of the first Americens to land on
Lhe moon:

A ZMmSTEDN & AND A LD R ?J
(4) In the space provided, write the number of senators and representatives in
the United States Congress: '
—
Senate: |]0D _ House: __ L 3 e
(5) The United States has ambassadors in: (Indicate with an Y1)
( ) Peking ( x) Rangoon (X) Djarkata
(%) Moscow ( ) Berlin (y) Auckland
( ) Oszke ( ) Hanoi ( ) Sydney
(%) New Delhi (¥) Seoul (X) Warsaw
() ZCenterra (%) Manils ( @) Prague
(6) The (T e NEY A Conference of |45 divided Vietnam into

two sepsrete states, the “orth and the South,

) After this division, the President of North Vietnam was Ho €4 I‘MH}"#‘ .

and the Fresident of South Vietnam was M en \h ) M fB | A& A .
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(8) Indicate with an "X" those countries which are currently members of the
FWMAF in Vietnam:

(%) Austrelis () Red China (%) So. Korea

( ) Cambodia ( ) No. Vietnem (x) Thailand

( ) United States () 1Indonesia ( ) Jepan

(%) Net. Chins (%) New Zesland ( ) France

( ) Buma ( ) Maylaysia () Phillipines

( ) Germeny ( ) Indis ( ) Poland
{9) The President of South Vietnem is N G /o N \] AN | 1§ E L .
(10) The Vice President of South Vietnam is ?‘J (- L E N ( iy O K v .

' 7

(11) Indicate with an "X" those perscns currently holding cebinet positions in
the Urited States Federal Government: '

( ) Clark Clifford (X) John Mitchell (%) Walter Hickel
(%) Winton Blount ( ) Henry Valentino (%) David Kennedy

( ) Albert Gore ( ) Richard Daly ( ¥) George Romney
(%) Melvin Laird (X ) Elliot Richardson ( ) Ronald Reagan

( ) Stewart Udz1l () William kogers ( ) Lawrence O'Brien
( ) Dean Rusk ( ) Rcbert Finch ( ) Warren Berger

7 /) _
(12) The Commander of U.S. Forces in Vietnam is K& N ARy r on) A:S RAWE

amd his shhreviated title is C CNV\” 1.3 AR rf\ - ‘/ .

- |

DUNKER %

(13) The United States Ambassador to Vietnam is [:’LL‘:. ad OR | 4o

(14) The Israeli Fremier is: (Indicate with an "X")

{3
()

(15) The two rjor wire services providing news to commercial radio and tele-

‘ and L[ PI p

is the King of Jordsn,

Abba Eban’

Moishe Dayan ( ). David Ben-Gurion ¢t )
Chsim Bar-Lev

Yigal Allon (%) Golde Meir ()

vision stations are A P

e Runis Husee )

(17) __f,.r_h\ N /Lg AT #  4{s Prime Minister of Great Britain,

(18) "The King of Kings" and "The Lion of Judah" are just two of the titles of

£

f A ) AMLE DELLAS)E of hthiopia,

(19) The Chairmsn of the United States doint Chiefs of Staff is Ao Thomas H. .
MoDr e

iND OF NEWS PAKT......GO ON TO SPORTS
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Part 2¢...e9p0rts:

(1) From the world of sports, here is a list of 12 sports figures to identify .
with their specific sports field.

1, dTLLIE SHORMiK:R (o= i. TENNIS

2. GEOHGE BEST ____|'_- ' B. BOXING

3. GKEG coox_ﬁl_ C. - BASKETBALL
L, MaHTY LIZUORI C D. HOSKLY

5, GRAHAM HILL b=l E. TRACK & FILLD
6, DAVE HILL E F. GOLF

7. ARTHUR ASHE P G. HORSE RACTNG
8. RITGHIE ALEN | = H, AUTO RACTNG
9. sshanm Hivwoo I. SOCCER

in WN ATATOWTN D J. SKTTHNG






(10) A director is watching a film "On-The-Air", when a white dot appears in theé
uoper-right=hand-corner of the picture, What does this mean? l HeE PE':EL

xtt  EMD I n) 1O SFeomDS.,

(11) To be certain that a film projector has reached the proper running speed be-

fore the video arpears, the film should be loaded in black and at least
@ S E¢o NDS before the first video,

(12) On & 20 minute film, where 2re the cue marks placed? ’D} '7 .
AND ;l sCeonbs  REFORE  LAST  \l1DEe F

(13) What ere the two types of film splices’ L‘i_p'r diw 'n._lj and W\/b AR ow C_@q}

(14) Whet dnec the figure "5" on the standard academy film leader stand for?
( Indicate with an "X")

( ) Five minutes to air time., ( ) Video follows in five feet,
(<) video follows in five secs. ( ) Audio level should be set at "§",
( ) Fifth film of a series, ( ) Projector spead control should be set

at "5“0
(15) Whick side of the film is screped prior to splicing?” :Hi/7Y) @ (Circle)
(16) What are the two most common mikes used on 8 news set? = 145

AN  LavaLice

(17) what is a "Boom" microphone? M KRE AT _ENVY JF”B‘D?-“"‘ T HAT CAL-J

(18) In what situation should & "Boom" microphone be used? (4)&;& <3 E_\.\E\gﬁ.
PERsoNdy ARE oW seT, TRAVERS ING THE Sc&=T

(19) When "2iding Gain" on the audio board, at what level should you try to keep

the audio peaking? \Joicec  60-830  Music (OO

(20) When doing a "Live", all-slide or No-Sound-On-Film show, is it better to

" have "Live" or taped audio to complement the video?‘Tﬁ;’E‘b J W I T ¢
TALEMDT  STAMM e BY IN CASE oF MaL-Eudetio

.1) What are the three types of lighting used in & studio? K E y

Fll—l-___ e miag:sgf-iﬁ o) & Sgkﬂﬁf-’n‘fm)






















