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Commander’s Comments by Mike Jackson
THE NEWSLETTER

OF

H

HOLIDAYS CELEBRATING VETERANS
As you read this, we will have celebrated Memorial Day
on May 27. I hope you all had the opportunity to actually remember and honor our friends and brothers in
arms. Perhaps you made that day an opportunity to
educate the young ones in our circle, regarding what
this holiday weekend is actually about. As a refresher,
I’ve copied the following facts from Wikipedia:
• Memorial Day (or less commonly called, Decoration
Day) is a federal holiday in the United States for remembering and honoring people who have died
while serving in the United States Armed Forces.

............................................

As I write this, we are all recovering
from the annual Golf Tourney held on
May 23. We had to reschedule after the
rains and flooding postponed the original May 9 event date. We ran a successful Tournament, with just a minor
hiccup or two as may have been expected with the alternative date. Funds are still being
sorted out, and an official financial accounting will be
included in the August newsletter.
I would like to call special attention, recognition, and
THANKS to Tournament Chair Ron Stried, Chairman
Emeritus Tony Nuccio, Bob Pillmore, Larry Hohl, and
Tom Harder for their extraordinary efforts and coordination with the entire Golf Committee, the Onion Creek
Club, and all of the players, sponsors, and contributors.
The committee had to successfully cancel the original
date within 24 hours of scheduled shotgun start and then
begin rescheduling activities — with only a two-week
deadline; not five months—absolutely AMAZING!
Bravo-Zulu, team!

Ron Dubois

Fellow Legionnaires:

Players celebrating a great shot during Post 326’s 31st
Annual Memorial Golf Tournament on May 23.

..........................................

• The holiday, which is currently observed every year
on the last Monday of May, was most recently held
on May 28, 2018. Memorial Day was previously observed on May 30, from 1868 to 1970.
• Memorial Day is considered the unofficial start of
the summer vacation season in the U.S., while Labor
Day marks its end on the first Monday of September.
Two other days to celebrate those who currently serve,
or have served in the U.S. military: Veterans Day, which
celebrates the service of all U.S. military veterans, and
Armed Forces Day, a minor U.S. remembrance celebrated
earlier in May, specifically honoring veterans who are
currently serving in the U.S. military.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING: JUNE 5
Post Adjutant Ken Roe will conduct the next General
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continued on page 2

Commander’s Comments, continued
Membership Meeting, along with
the other Post Officers who will be
in attendance. I’m sure that we will
have some great reports regarding
the Tournament, a fantastic presentation on American flags, and hopefully, some of our scholarship winners may be in attendance. Expect a
very interesting meeting. I’m hoping
for a great attendance.
I will not be joining you at the June
meeting, as my lovely bride, Tammy,
and I will be on an overdue vacation to England and France. We will
also have the good fortune of being
present in Normandy for the remembrance and celebration of the 75th
anniversary of the D-day landings
on June 6, 1944.

JUNE 14: FLAG CEREMONY
Coming up, we have Flag Day
on June 14. If you wish to participate in the Flag Retirement
Ceremony at the Manchaca Fire
Hall on that day, please contact
Sergeant-at-Arms Larry Hohl.
He can confirm the details of
when, where, and how.

Thank You

JULY 4: ANNUAL ONION
CREEK PARADE & PICNIC
And, of course, we have the
annual Onion Creek Fourthof-July Parade & Picnic celebration
to plan. Please check with any Post
326 officer for info on how you can
participate in the planning and execution of the parade. The effort will
be well worth your time.

With this, I sign off for three weeks
to get back to packing for our trip.
See you at the next Executive meeting, or at the August General
Membership Meeting. H
—Mike Jackson

Wednesday, June 5

Social Hour 6 P.M. H Open Meeting 7:00 P.M. H Dinner 7:20 P.M.
Please make your reservations by responding to this newsletter. If you receive

an email notifying you of the meeting, please reply ASAP whether or not you plan to
attend (with number of attendees) and if you want the vegetarian option. If you do not
receive an email, contact Sergeant-at-Arms Larry Hohl at larryhohl@austin.rr.com or
(512) 523-8532 no later than 5:00 P.M. on Sunday, June 2.

REGULAR

Menu

Strawberry Glazed Chicken
Rice Pilaf
Green Beans w/ Butter & Garlic

VEGETARIAN
Fettuccini Primavera
(flavorful)

Both Dinners Also Receive
Freshly Baked Rolls & Butter • Lemon Tart w/Raspberry Coulis
Fresh Salad • Iced Tea & Regular/Decaf Coffee
$22 per person (inclusive)

2
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Post 326 Membership

by Bob Pillmore, Membership Chairman

I am pleased to announce that for the first time since I have
served as Membership Chairman, the Post has achieved
our membership goal set by the American Legion.
Our goal was to reach 142 members by the May 8, 2019, deadline.

On that date our official count was 144.
Several months ago I read a message on the American
Legion Adjutant’s site, stating that any Post achieving
its membership goal by May 8, 2019, would receive an
award of $2,500 from the national organization. I hope
I wasn’t dreaming when I read that, because I made it
a personal goal. With the help of several members of
the Post who have recruited new members, we have
achieved the goal.
We have accepted several new members since

my last report in March. Five additional members
have transferred into the Post: Adam Rosario, Jeffery
Noblitt, Juan Ortiz, Douglas Crowley, and William
Van Meter. In addition, we have three new members of
the American Legion and Post 326: Douglas Crowley,
Shane Woodward, and Dennis Sanger.
I am also working on requests for transfer to the
Post and expect completion of the transfers in the next

Finance Report

few weeks: Mathew Van Horn, Rachel Whitfield, and
Stu Tidblom are additional transfer members. While
the transfers are in process, I will make sure that all
three are invited to our next meeting. That will bring
the Post membership to 148.
Though we have met the Legion’s goal of 142

members, we have not met the goal that we set for our
Post of 170 members. Therefore, we will continue our
program of paying the first year membership fee for
any new American Legion member joining the Post.
We still have 11 of the 20 members that we originally
pledged to include in this program. If you know of
any potential members, please have them fill out a
membership form, verify their eligibility for membership, and forward the form to me. There is also an
online form at our website:
www.alegiononioncreek.org/membership2.html H
FMI: bob.pillmore@gmail.com or 512-921-5952

by Tom Harder, Finance Officer

$$

As of May 20, 2019, our Post 326 financial position is as follows:
• Operating Account has a total of $3,575.
• Golf Account has $38,900.
• Scholarships Account has a total of $1,000 after paying $18,500 in scholarship grants to
various universities for the Fall and Spring enrollments of seven high school senior graduates
and $12,000 for six $2,000 scholarship grants to student veterans.
• Operating Fund Savings Account has a total of $47,306, earning about $11 per month in interest.
• We have four separate $15,000 Certificates of Deposit invested with Velocity Credit Union ($60,945)
generating a total of about $112 per month in dividends. H
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Golf Tournament News

by Ron Stried, Golf Tournament Chairman

We Overcame “May Showers” and Flooding
to Score Another Tournament-Fundraising Win!

T

he 31st Annual Memorial Golf Tournament was

delayed for two weeks, due to heavy rains and flooding
on the golf course. The original event date of May 9,
2019, had to be rescheduled to our rain date of May 23.
Thankfully, Austin weather finally cooperated, and we enjoyed
outstanding conditions for a day of competitive golf.
As out-of-area players entered the neighborhood and proceeded toward the Onion Creek Club, they were greeted by a
myriad of American flags lining the Parkway, which reinforced
a bit of extra patriotism and hopefully reminded folks what this Tournament
was about: raising funds for our veterans, their families, and our community.

Early Morning Registration and Libation
As Post 326 volunteers proceeded to register teams and sell raffle tickets and
mulligans, every player received a “Goodies Bag” filled with coupons and numerous other items donated by generous sponsors. Participants and volunteers
were also treated to breakfast tacos, beverages, pastries, and fruit supplied by
Curra’s Grill, Krispy Kreme donuts, Starbucks coffee, and of course, the much
appreciated morning eye-opener offerings of complimentary Bloody Marys,
sponsored by Tony and Sue Nuccio.
continued on page 6

Tournament photos by Ron Dubois (pgs 4&5)

Photos top–bottom, clockwise: Golf registration; Tournament players, sponsors, and volunteers line up to purchase raffle tickets and mulligans; Spirit of 76 Honor Guard (from Travis Post
76 American Legion) present Colors; Sarah Gianotti, Hays High School student, singing the
National Anthem; Tournament Director Dr. Ron Stried presents Platinum Sponsor plaque to Jim
and Phyllis Stolp (Jim is also a Post Member); Ron presents Platinum Sponsor plaque to Virgil and
LaFern Swift.

4
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Golf Tournament News

continued

Opening Ceremony
Commander Mike Jackson welcomed everyone, and the
Colors were presented by Spirit of 76 Honor Guard,
Travis Post 76 American Legion. The Flyover, which was
sponsored by Capitol Chevrolet, was unfortunately cancelled because of non-availability of aircraft and pilots
on the May 23 rain date. Hays High School student,
Sarah Gianotti, sang a beautiful rendition of the National
Anthem.

.........................................................

As an added touch of excitement to get the compe-

tition underway, Tournament player Justin Orsak was
selected to participate in the $15,000 putting contest
sponsored by Onion Creek Volkswagen. Justin had the
perfect line but came up just a little short. Great incentive to practice for next year!
As players navigated the slightly-revised course, they

were treated to plenty of cold beverages to help fend off the
heat. They found banners on 18 holes, showing the many
different sponsors and, again, lots of American flags. We
had numerous prizes for par 3 hole-in-one, but no one
was successful in accomplishing the feat. The main prize
for the day, a 2018 Ford EcoSport car, sponsored by
Maxwell Ford, was to be awarded to the winner of the
hole-in-one shot.

Volunteers stationed at the Dice Game

• Walmart # 4219 Buda – Alan Martindale (This year
we received a combined $9,500 from nine different
Walmart Supercenters and Sam’s Club in Southpark.)
Platinum Sponsors who donated $1,000 each:
• Covert Chevrolet
• Jim & Phyllis Stolp
• Ron & Jan Stried
• Velocity Credit Union
• Virgil & LaFern Swift
• Walmart Supercenters: Anderson Lane, 290/Mopac,
Southpark, San Marcos, and Kyle
We also secured more than 30 different contributors in
the following categories: Gold Team Sponsors ($500),
Gold Sponsors ($500), and Gold Contributors ($500).

After the completion of the Tournament, participants

A special thank-you goes to our Host Sponsor,
Onion Creek Country Club. General Manager John

were treated to an excellent lunch of chicken and beef
fajitas, while Commander Mike Jackson introduced and
thanked the sponsors and announced the winners.

Powell and his excellent staff should be commended for
their extraordinary efforts in helping Post 326 to put on
a great tournament.

Corporate sponsors who donated $1,500 or more:

A golf tournament of this magnitude takes numerous
volunteers to perform many time-consuming tasks. A

• HEB: $2,000 – Michele Dickson
• K.W. Gutshall & Associates/Lincoln Investment –
Ken Gutshall
• Texas Physical Therapy Specialists – Amber Willis
• United Heritage Foundation – Harold Keyes
• Walmart #1253 Ben White – James Rash
Tournament luncheon

big thank-you to everyone who secured sponsorships,
placed banners & signs on the course and American flags
on the Parkway, picked up food and beverage items,
aided in registration, sold raffle tickets, helped with photography, and handled many other necessary jobs. We
were also aided by American Legion Post 213 volunteers
and Travis Post 76 American Legion. Post 326 appreciates all of your efforts.
If I have not mentioned your name in this report, I apologize. Please be assured that your efforts were greatly
appreciated. (A detailed financial accounting will appear
in the August newsletter.) H
— Ron Stried
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Chaplain’s Corner by Emmett Thomason

>

These brave patriots were remembered
and honored on Memorial Day, with flags
placed on gravesites; ceremonies and parades; speeches; and other events nationwide, commemorating their ultimate sacrifice. In this vein, here are more littleknown tidbits of information regarding
Memorial Day.
1) Memorial Day was originally known as Decoration Day. Gen. John A. Logan, Commander of the Grand

Army of the Republic, on May 30, 1868, called for a day of
remembrance and the decorating of graves of comrades who
died in the Civil War.
2) On the first Decoration Day in 1868, Gen. James
Garfield gave a speech at the Arlington National Cemetery,
where participants decorated the graves of the 20,000 Union
and Confederate soldiers buried there. (via history.com)
3) In 1966, Congress declared Waterloo, New York,

the official birthplace of Memorial Day for being the first
town to celebrate the holiday 100 years prior (May 5, 1866)
by placing flags and flowers on the graves of soldiers. (via
history.com)
4) In 1968, Congress passed the Uniform Monday
Holiday Act, which established Memorial Day as the last

Monday in May, instead of May 30, in order to create a
three-day weekend for federal employees. This change
went into effect in 1971. (via history.com)
5) President Bill Clinton signed into law on December 28,

2000, the National Moment of Remembrance Act, which
asks Americans to pause on Memorial Day at 3 p.m. local
time for one minute to honor those who died protecting
America’s rights and freedoms. (via time.com)
6) On Memorial Day, the U.S. flag should be displayed

at half-staff from sunrise until noon, then raised to full-staff
until sunset. (via legion.org)

6

...................................................

From the Revolutionary War to the current
global war on terrorism, more than 1 million men and women
serving in the US Military Services have lost their lives
defending America and Freedom.
7) Red poppies, the nationally recognized
symbol of sacrifice worn by Americans since

World War I, to honor those who served and
died for our country in all wars, are to be worn
on Friday before Memorial Day. The red poppy came to symbolize the blood shed during battle, following the publication
of the war-time poem, “In Flanders Fields,” written by Lt.
Col. John McCrae, MD, while serving on the front lines.
The American Legion initiated National Poppy Day by asking Congress to designate the Friday before Memorial Day
as National Poppy Day. (via legion.org)
8) The American Automobile Association estimates

that more than 36 million people will have traveled at least
50 miles from home this Memorial Day. (via time.com)
9) The American Legion traditionally has a float in

the 500 Festival Parade in Indianapolis. The Indy 500 is
held over the Memorial Day weekend and doubles as the
city’s Memorial Day parade. This year’s Legion float theme
was “Turning the Corner Into the Next Century.”
10) “Peak hot dog season,” considered to start on

Memorial Day and end on Labor Day, will have Americans
likely eating 7 billion hot dogs, or 818 every second. (via
hot-dog.org) H

Memorial Day 2019
In memoriam we remember,
mourn, and celebrate the lives of
Post 326 members we have
lost this past year:
H Rick M. Monroe

H James (Jim) C. Locke

H Leroy H. Machemehl, Jr

H Nicholas (Nick) Robinson
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John Knox to speak
at General Meeting on June 5

of flags since he was in elementary
Our speaker for the upcoming
school, growing up in West Texas. He
General Membership Meeting on
is a member of North American VexJune 5 will be Mr. John Knox.
illological Association (NAVA), VexilloJohn currently works for the Depart(
)
logical Association of the State of Texas
ment of Veterans Affairs VA as Direc(VAST), and National Flag Foundation
tor for the Decision Support Office,
(NFF). He also travels with the Boy
Austin, which is the Managerial Cost
Scouts to retire 4,000 flags each year to
Accounting System for the VA. He is a
earn their Eagle Scout badges and has
Past President of the Patrick Henry
helped raise 35+ flag poles at different
Chapter Sons of the American RevoAustin fire stations over the past 15
lution, Past Color Guard Commander Left–Right: Speaker John Knox and
Wayne
Courages,
who
will
assist
John
years. John has more than 350 different
for the South Central District of the
with
the
flag
displays.
historical flags that he enjoys sharing
SAR, Past District Vice President SAR,
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . with different civic and historical groups.
Past Texas Brigade Commander for
Descendants of Washington’s Army at Valley Forge, Past On a personal note, John and his wife, Cynthia (retired
President of Moses Austin Chapter Sons of the Republic of AISCD teacher, who taught at-risk students) are the proud
Texas, and current Historian General for The Sons of the parents of twin 31-year old boys, Tom and John. H
Republic of Texas. Mr. Knox has been studying the history
—Bob Jordan, Service officer

Each of the 13 folds of a flag that has been folded during a
memorial
service for a fallen veteran, holds great significance.
............................................................................

1) The first fold of our flag is a
symbol of life.
2) Second fold signifies our belief
in eternal life.

3) Third fold is made in honor and
tribute of the veteran departing our
ranks, who gave a portion of his or
her life for the defense of our country
to attain peace.

4. Fourth fold exemplifies our
weaker nature as citizens trusting in
God; it is to Him we turn for His divine guidance.
5. Fifth fold is an acknowledgment
to our country, for in the words of
Stephen Decatur, “Our country, in
dealing with other countries, may she
always be right, but it is still our
country, right or wrong.”
6. Sixth fold is for where our
hearts lie. It is with our heart that we
pledge allegiance to the flag of the
United States of America, and to the

republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
7. Seventh fold is a tribute to our
armed forces, for it is through the
armed forces that we protect our
country and flag against all enemies.
8. Eighth fold is a tribute to the one
who entered into the valley of the shadow of death, that we might see the
light of day, and to honor our mother,
for whom it flies on Mother’s Day.
9. Ninth fold is an honor to womanhood, for it has been through their
faith, love, loyalty, and devotion that
the character of the men and women
who have made this country great
have been molded.
10. Tenth fold is a tribute to father,
for he, too, has given his sons and
daughters for the defense of our country since he or she was first-born.
11. Eleventh fold, in the eyes of

Hebrew citizens, represents the lower
portion of the seal of King David and
King Solomon and glorifies, in their
eyes, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob.
12. Twelfth fold, in the eyes of a
Christian citizen, represents an emblem of eternity and glorifies, in their
eyes, God the Father, the Son, and
Holy Ghost.
13. The last fold, when the flag is
completely folded, the stars are uppermost, reminding us of our national
motto, “In God We Trust.”
—Official Blog of American Legion Auxiliary
National Headquarters. Courtesy of Bob
McDermott (Army, retired)
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American Legion Post 326
P.O. Box 314
Manchaca, TX 78652-0314
www.alegiononioncreek.org
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This ticket’s for you! The team of
Bob & Kathy Pillmore sold lots of winning raffle tickets during the luncheon
social hour after the 31st Memorial
Golf Tournament at the Onion Creek
Club.

CURRENT OFFICERS

AT-LARGE MEMBERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

Commander
– Michael OFFICERS
R. “Mike” Jackson
CURRENT

Golf Committee
Chair – Dr. Ronald
O. “Ron” Stried
EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE
Current Officers
Plus:
(512 ) 280-3245
• rstried@aol.com

(512 )

282-2712 • mjackson1000@yahoo.com

First Vice Commander – OPEN
Second Vice Commander – OPEN
Adjutant – Kenneth E. “Ken” Roe
(512 )

534-8161 • kenroetx@yahoo.com

Finance Officer – Thomas L. “Tom” Harder
(512 ) 656-7410 • tomharder57@sbcglobal.net

Sergeant-at-Arms – Thomas L. “Larry” Hohl
(512)

523-8532 • larryhohl@austin.rr.com

Service Officer – Robert C. “Bob” Jordan
(512)

567-1341 • bjordan3@austin.rr.com

At-Large – Charles R. “Bob” Caudill
(512 )

At-Large – Dr. Ronald O. “Ron” Stried
(512 )

323-7989 • emmett_thomason@hotmail.com

Historian – Robert J. “Bob” Pillmore
(512)

280-3245 • rstried@aol.com

At-Large – Stanley S. “Stan” Lipinski
(309)

368-5446 • stan61401@yahoo.com

Membership Chair, Webmaster – Robert J. “Bob” Pillmore
(512 )

921-5952 • bob.pillmore@gmail.com

HS Scholarships,
Boys/Girls State
– Robert C. “Bob” Jordan
COMMITTEE
CHAIRPERSONS
(512)

567-1341 • bjordan3@austin.rr.com

Veterans Scholarships, Charitable Donations, At-Large –

Chaplain – Emmett L. Thomason
( 469)

282-6807 • mjctexas@aol.com

William O. “Bill” Welch
(512 )

810-9179 • billwelch@sbcglobal.net

High School Oratorical Committee Chair – OPEN

921-5952 • bob.pillmore@gmail.com
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