The mission of Epiphany Lutheran Church is to show forth Christ by
proclaiming the Gospel to form lives through scripture, the promises of Baptism,
the sharing of the Lord’s Supper and service to neighbor.

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
July 9, 2017

Welcome!

Fifth Sunday After Pentecost

We give thanks that you have joined us today to hear the Word of God and experience the love
of Jesus Christ. We also welcome you and invite you to work with us in our Epiphany
Community Garden in Collierville as we “Sow, Grow and Share” to help God’s people in our
community - volunteers are always needed. Please give prayer requests to the ushers during
the Hymn of the Day, and place Worship Record Sheets in the Offering plate. Epiphany
practices good stewardship of God’s Creation: if you do not wish to take home your bulletin,
please place it in the basket for recycling. Thanks!

The Word This Sunday
The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes
hidden from the wise and intelligent.
Jesus associates with the lowly and
outcast. Like Paul, we struggle with our
own selfish desires and seek God’s
mercy and forgiveness. We gather to be
refreshed by Christ’s invitation: “Come
to me, all you that are weary.” Gathered
around word, water, and meal, we find
rest for our souls.

The Hymns This Sunday
In an effort to conserve paper & reduce
waste, the weekly hymns are not printed
in the bulletins each week. Please use
the red hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran
Book of Worship (ELW), found in the
back pews, during the service for the
hymns. Today’s hymns are listed below;
you may use the ribbons in the hymnals
to bookmark them.

Pastor’s Word on the Word
Throughout the Bible, God prefers the
lowly, lifts up the downtrodden, and
loves the outcasts. Jesus asks us to be
humble, and to follow his example of
serving all people, placing ourselves last
instead of first. When we can do that, we
will truly be able to rest in Christ,
because as Jesus says, his yoke is easy
and his burden is light. When we
completely trust God, let go of all of our
expectations and predictions, and our
desire to know the future, then we can
fully encounter God in the trust that we
place in God. And God promises us in our
Baptism that we will share in Christ’s
glory.
Peace to all here,

Pastor Monica

Gathering Hymn - Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart! ......................................................... ............. ELW 873
Hymn of the Day - Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling ........................................................ ELW 608
Communion Hymn - This Is My Father's World ..................................................... ............. ELW 824
Sending Hymn - Lead Me, Guide Me ..................................................................... ............. ELW 768

Please stand when you see this symbol. 
Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006554.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Announcements
Prelude
Please stand as you are able.

 Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, as the presiding minister begins.
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P
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Merciful God,
forgive us that so little of your blessing reaches others through us. We are guilty of
keeping silent when a word is needed. We treat your call to be fishers of people as a nice
story to be kept at a distance. Forgive us, bless us, encourage us, empower us. Make us
bold disciples who graciously and authentically share the Good News of Jesus Christ with
others in our words and actions. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
God hears our every whisper, knows our heart and loves us because of, and in spite of our
gifts and our flaws. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ + your sins
are forgiven. May God strengthen you and give you courage, that empowered by the Holy
Spirit, you may bear witness to Jesus.
Let us pray: By your Word, eternal God,
Your Creation sprang forth and we were given the breath of life.
By your Word, eternal God,
Death is overcome.
By your Word, eternal God,
Christ is raised from the tomb.
By your Word, eternal God,
We are given new life in the power of your Spirit.
Through your Spirit, eternal God,
May we boldly proclaim this Good News in our words and deeds, rejoicing always in your
powerful presence; through Jesus Christ, our Risen Lord, Amen.

 Gathering Hymn

Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!

ELW 873

 Greeting
P
C

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

 Kyrie

 Canticle of Praise

 Prayer of the Day
P

Let us pray.
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and
our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call
upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

C

Amen.

Please be seated.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
First Reading
Zechariah 9:9-12
The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. Because of
God’s covenant with Israel, they are designated as “prisoners of hope.”
L

A reading from Zechariah.
9

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
Lo, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
10
He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war-horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.
11

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
12
Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today I declare that I will restore to you double.
L
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Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm
A
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Psalm 145:8-14

The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast
love.
Lord, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your works.
All your works shall praise you, O Lord, and your faithful ones shall bless you.
They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your power,
that all people may know of your power and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures through-out all ages.
You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works.
The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down.

Second Reading

Romans 7:15-25a

Life enslaved under sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things we
know to be bad. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence.

L

A reading from Romans.

15

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I
hate.
16
Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17But in fact it is no longer I that
do it, but sin that dwells within me.
18
For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but
I cannot do it.
19
For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do.
20
Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me.
21
So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22For I
delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my members another law at war with
the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members.
24
Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?
25a
Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!
L
C

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able

 Gospel Acclamation

 Gospel Reading

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He thanks God that
wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer.

P
C

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16“To what will I compare this generation? It is like children
sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,
17
‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
18
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19the Son of Man
came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax
collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”
25
At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes,
Father, for such was your gracious will.
27
All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to
reveal him.
28
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.
29
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
P
C

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

The Message

Rev. Monica Weber

Please stand as you are able.

 Hymn of the Day

Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling

ELW 608

 Apostle’s Creed
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

 Prayers of the People
A

Called together in the Spirit’s embrace, let us pray for the mending of God’s world.

Please kneel or sit. After each intercession of prayer:

A
C

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

P

All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your care
through Christ our Lord.

C

Amen.

Please stand as you are able.

 Sharing of the Peace
P
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C
And also with you.
The minister and congregation may greet one another with a gesture of peace, using these or
similar words: Peace be with you.
Please be seated.

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Gathering of Gifts
Please place your completed Worship Record Sheets in the offering plate as well.

Musical Offering
Please stand as you are able.

 Offering Song

We Give Thee but Thine Own, Verse 1

ELW 686

 Offering Prayer
A

Let us pray.
Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every living thing. You
have set this feast before us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to embrace
it. Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our Lord.

C

Amen.

 The Great Thanksgiving
P
C
P
C
P
C

Welcome to this meal, a foretaste of the feast to come.
We come to feast upon God’s love and grace, revealed in God’s Son, Jesus Christ.
Jesus gave his life for you, that you may receive God’s unconditional forgiveness
We come to the feast and offer to God our praise and thanksgiving.
Jesus gave his life for you, that you may have life.
We come to the feast asking that God would refresh and renew us, so that we may live
as God wants us to live, alive in the Body of Christ, forgiven sinners who rejoice.

 Sanctus

P

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.

C

Amen.

 Lord's Prayer
P

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

C

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

 Invitation to Communion
P

Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread. Our Lord’s body let us take
together.

C
Amen.
Please be seated.

Communion
We believe that Christ welcomes all people to his holy meal. The ushers will prompt you to step
to the center aisle. You may receive the bread and dip it into the cup (intinction) to the right, or
eat the bread and drink from the common chalice to the left. To receive a Gluten-free wafer,
please alert the pastor at your turn. We affirm Christ’s presence in, with and under this meal, so
you may choose to take only the wine or bread to receive the full benefit of the holy sacrament.
If you or your child would like a blessing without holy communion, please cross your arms over
your chest as you approach the pastor. If you or a family member are unable to approach the
table, please alert the usher so that the pastor may bring communion to you in the pew.

Music During Communion

Communion Hymn

This Is My Father's World

ELW 824

Please stand as you are able.

 Prayer After Communion
A

Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup, but your
very self, that we may feast on your great love. Filled again by these signs of your
grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may we thirst for your way of peace, for
you are Lord forevermore.

C

Amen.

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

 Blessing
P

C

May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or
imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy
Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

 Sending Hymn

Lead Me, Guide Me

ELW 768

 Dismissal
A
C

Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Thank you for worshiping with us today. Pastor Monica is available to meet with you if you have any
questions about our service or the Lutheran faith. We invite you to check our calendar which may be
found on our website (epiphanylu.org) and the regular schedule (located on the back of this bulletin) and
join us in fellowship, study, and service.
The faith community of Epiphany takes Jesus’ command to “feed my sheep” literally. Our community
garden produced more than 1,400 pounds of produce in 2016 that was donated to Page Robbins Adult
Day Center and the Collierville Food Pantry. We welcome everyone to become involved in this ministry.
See Pastor Monica or Wendell Kruse for details.

Prayers & Celebrations
We pray for those who are suffering from illness and the loved ones
caring for them.
*Frances Kay Roberg
*Mary Sharp
*Griffin Cochrane
Oscar Lopez
Ed Mark
Susan
Paul Altmann
Dawn Camarillo
Alex and Shizette Parker and family
Pastor Skip Getman
Taunya
Esther Bengtson
Brian, Ana and Jada
We pray for those who are grieving…

We also pray for...
The women of the West Tennessee Penitentiary System and their children, as
well as the warden and prison staff
The Carpenter’s House Ministry and the people it serves
For all people who suffer violence, hatred, fear and suffering, that they may be
comforted and receive justice.
Women & Children of Chosen Vessel Ministries

*New prayers this week

EPIPHANY EVENTS
Below are the upcoming events for the next few weeks.
View our recurring events schedule on the back of your bulletin.
7/12-22

Pastor Monica Vacation

Sun 7/16

Sixth Sunday After Pentecost - Worship Service (Linda Barnes preaching),
10 am, Schaeffer Memorial Chapel, followed by Coffee Fellowship

Sun 7/23

Seventh Sunday After Pentecost - Worship Service w/ Holy Communion,
10 am, Schaeffer Memorial Chapel, followed by Coffee Fellowship

Tues 7/25

Friendship Popsicle Day, 7pm, Epiphany Community Garden - Invite a
friend to share a cool treat with you!

Sun 7/30

Eighth Sunday After Pentecost - Worship Service w/ Holy Communion,
10 am, Schaeffer Memorial Chapel, followed by Coffee Fellowship

Sun 8/6

Ninth Sunday After Pentecost - Worship Service w/ Holy Communion,
10 am, Schaeffer Memorial Chapel, followed by Coffee Fellowship

8/7 - 8/9
Fri 8/11

Pastor Monica attending ELCA National Clergy Conference

NEWS & UPDATES

Outreach Team Meeting, Carol Rife’s Home

Sun 8/13

Tenth Sunday After Pentecost - Worship Service w/ Holy Communion,
10 am, Schaeffer Memorial Chapel, followed by Coffee Fellowship

Tues 8/15

Executive Committee Meeting, 6:30 pm, Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
Council Meeting, 7:00 pm, Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheran
Follow us on Twitter: @epiphanycville
Follow Pastor Monica on Twitter: @pastormonicaweb
Follow us on Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/epiphanylutherancollierville

Sermon Notes
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Friendship Popsicle Day
Epiphany Lutheran Church will be holding a
“Friendship Popsicle Day” on Tuesday, July 25,
2017 at 7 pm. The event will take place at the
Epiphany Community Garden at Home Place.
Thanks to the Paws Ice Cream Truck for
participating in the event! Donations will be
accepted for the Collierville Food Pantry.
All are welcome, and you are encouraged to bring friends and family to enjoy a cool
treat on a hot summer day.
Children and adults alike can color the Popsicle coloring page (Thanks to Diane Kruse
for this!) available on the home page of the website, and bring them to the event to be
displayed. You will receive 10 copies of the coloring sheet to use yourselves and give
out to others - please check your mailboxes!

Epiphany benefits from what you buy
Amazon.com - Please register your Amazon account to support Epiphany's ministries with
Amazon Smile! Sign up at Amazon.com. We are registered as Epiphany Lutheran Church of
Collierville.
Kroger - To register with Kroger's Community Rewards program: https://www.kroger.com/
communityrewards. We are registered as Epiphany Lutheran Church, organization #39854.

Collierville Food Pantry Donations
Next week’s item is toiletries (soap, toothpaste, deodorant,
shampoo, etc.). Please refer to the donation schedule on our
website - https://www.epiphanylu.org/ministries---outreach.html to see what items are scheduled for the coming weeks.

Reformation 500 Events
Save the Date! October 31, 2017 is the 500th anniversary of
the Reformation, and there will be many opportunities to
celebrate and commemorate this event. Bishop Eaton will
co-host a commemoration of the Reformation at the
Lutheran Church of the Reformation on Capitol Hill in
Washington, D.C. The event will be livestreamed. Other fun
events:
September 21 from 6-8 pm
October 7 from 4 - 7 pm
October 29 at 5:30 pm

Beer & Hymns with ELCA-area churches
Blessing of the Pets and Brats & Hymns at Home Place
Reformation 500 Ecumenical Worship & Organ Concert

And don’t forget to save your Flat Marty
for a special Reformation-themed contest later this year!

Help everyone find us!
We are working hard to be sure that our new worship location is accurately reflected online.
There are so many listings, and it takes time to get them all updated - requests have been put
in to update many listings, and it may take a few weeks before that is reflected on some
websites. If you see any inaccuracies, please e-mail Carol Webster
(carolepiphanylutheran@gmail.com) so she can continue to get things cleaned up online.
Thanks!

Offering Envelopes
A note from your Council: please use your Offering envelopes to enclose your pledges and
gifts. You may check the “Property” item for contributions to the Capital Campaign (property)
or “Other” for the Garden and special projects. Use of the envelopes simplifies recording for
our Financial Secretary and Treasurer. Thanks!

Every month, the ELCA publishes a Prayer Ventures Guide. These petitions are offered as guides
to prayer for the global, social and outreach ministries of the ELCA, as well as for the needs and
circumstances of our neighbors, communities and world. You can find a link to the July &
August prayer ventures on the Christian education page of our website, along with other
helpful resources. Here are this week’s prayers…
July 9 Give thanks for the comfort and relief we find in Jesus and his promise to teach us by word and
example his humility, gentleness and compassion.
July 10 The Association of Lutheran Church Musicians is meeting in Minneapolis and celebrating the
music, song and liturgical treasures of the last 500 years and looking to the future. Pray for musicians
who use their gifts to help us understand God’s word, express our faith and love for God, share the
good news, and worship together.
July 11 Pray for the 2,500 Lutheran women gathered in Minneapolis to sing, dance and respond to the
Holy Spirit during the Tenth Triennial Convention of Women of the ELCA – “All Anew.”
July 12 We ask God to make us steadfast in our commitment to justice and peace in the world, guide
our leaders in effective diplomacy and move us all to be concerned advocates for people and communities suffering in places devastated by violence, war, persecution, injustice and poverty.
July 13 Pray to be filled with words and actions that give witness in the world to God’s gracious and
almighty actions across all generations, the glory of God’s everlasting kingdom and God’s mercy and
love.
July 14 Pray for people who labor behind the scenes, serve in jobs hidden from our view, work while
we sleep or play, or who are forgotten or ignored that we be mindful of their lives, grateful for their
gifts and skills, and affirming of what they do in our communities and world.
July 15 Pray for congregations accompanying migrants and refugees through difficult situations and
complex processes they encounter in our country, and give thanks for the ELCA Welcoming Congregations program and network serving local migrant communities.

Sundays

We Welcome You to Epiphany

9:15 am (resumes 9/17) ............................................................................................ Choir Practice
10:00 am ..................................... Worship with Holy Communion - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:00 am ............................................................... Coffee Fellowship - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am (resumes 9/17) ................. Sunday School (Pre-K—Adult) - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Mondays
Pastor Monica’s Sabbath ................................................................... Emergency Calls Only, Please

Wednesdays
8:30 - 11:30 am ................................................................................ Community Garden Work Day

Saturdays
8:30 - 11:30 am ................................................................................ Community Garden Work Day

We Thank Our Worship Servants
This Week

Next Week

Assistant Minister ............................... Linda Barnes
Lector ..................................................... Scott Fisher
Ushers ....................................... Ken & Lois Ketcham
Communion Assistant ....................... Paul Foreman
Acolyte ................................................ Candy Knight
Crucifer .................................................. Scott Fisher
Baker ..................................................... Linda Fisher
Communion Linens............................... Linda Fisher
Coffee Hosts......................... John & Martha Garner
Altar Guild ............................... Bill & Jennifer Sykes
Council Host ....................................... Chris Kelyman

Assistant Minister .................................... Carol Rife
Lector .................................................. Candy Knight
Ushers .................................... Dianne & Stuart Polly
Communion Assistant ...................................... N//A
Acolyte ....................................................... Bill Sykes
Crucifer ................................................. John Garner
Baker .................................................................. N/A
Communion Linens............................................ N/A
Coffee Hosts .. Jennifer Parker & Becca Schumacher
Altar Guild ......................................... John Kelyman
Council Host....................................... Paul Foreman

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Text EPIPHANYLU to 22828 to receive our emails, or scan the QR code below.
Pastor .................................. Rev. Monica Weber (pastormonicaepiphanylutheran@gmail.com)
Director of Music & Choirmaster ......................................... Jacob Allen (music@epiphanylu.org)
Communications Coordinator .................... Carol Webster (carolepiphanylutheran@gmail.com)
Worship Location: ....... Kingsway Schaeffer Chapel, 7887 Poplar Ave., Germantown, TN 38017
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