
  

 

March 22, 2023 

Fourth Wednesday in Lent 

Secondhand Lions: 

Our Relationships 
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JOYOUS LIGHT 
EVENING PRAYER 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

GREETING 
We gather this night in the name of the One who was, who is, and who is to come. 
Amen. 

OPENING DIALOGUE 



3 

 

HYMN OF LIGHT 

THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 



4 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
We praise and thank you, O God, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

through whom you have enlightened us by revealing the light that never fades. 
Night is falling and day’s allotted span draws to a close. 
The daylight you created for our pleasure has fully satisfied us, 
 and yet, of your free gift, now the evening lights do not fail us. 
We praise you and glorify you through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 through whom be glory, honor and power 
 to you in the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 

PSALMODY 
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PSALM PRAYER 
In all of our wanderings, God of the desert, you are there with us. In our 
deepest points of loss we call on you. Often you send to us those who will sit 
with us in our pain. We marvel at how you take care of us through the 
simplest of acts. Open our hearts to recognize when you send us out to do the 
same. 
Amen. 

READING: Psalm 16 (the Message) 
Keep me safe, O God, I've run for dear life to you. 
I say to GOD, "Be my Lord!" Without you, nothing makes sense. 
And these God-chosen lives all around— what splendid friends they make!  
Don't just go shopping for a god.  
Gods are not for sale.  
I swear I'll never treat god-names like brand-names.  
My choice is you, GOD, first and only.  
And now I find I'm your choice!  
You set me up with a house and yard.  
And then you made me your heir!  
The wise counsel GOD gives when I'm awake  
is confirmed by my sleeping heart.  
Day and night I'll stick with GOD;  
I've got a good thing going and I'm not letting go.  
I'm happy from the inside out, and from the outside in, I'm firmly formed.  
You canceled my ticket to hell— that's not my destination! 

 
The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart. 
Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

MOVIE REFLECTION: Secondhand Lions: Disappointment 

REFLECTION 



6 

 

HYMN: All Who Are Thirsty (ACS 955) 
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GOSPEL CANTICLE: The Magnificat 
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THE LITANY 
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CONCLUDING PRAYER 
God of love, we thank you that you have kept us under your protecting care in 
the day that is past. Bring your healing to the wounds of this day, those we 
have inflicted, those we have felt, those that trouble our world. Cover us this 
night with the wings of your grace, and raise us to a new day with Christ, our 
light and our peace. 
Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

SENDING BLESSING 

DISMISSAL 

POSTLUDE 
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Assisting with Tonight’s Service: 

Presiding Minister: Rev. Tor K. Berg 

Piano/Music Director: Lucy Kay Osborne 

Cantor: Richard Edmonds 

Flute: Cheryl Miller 
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SERMON NOTES 

What caught my attention: 

 

 

 

 

What did I hear that I am eager to share with another person? 

 

 

 

I think the title of the sermon should be:  


