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Noxious Weeds Impact You, Me and all of Idaho 
   
By Roger Batt, Idaho Weed Awareness Campaign 

 

Of all the problems plaguing Idahoôs economy, one of the least fashionable is the annual and cumulative im-

pacts of the 68 varieties of noxious weeds now found in the Gem state.  The irony is that state noxious weed 

managers say noxious and invasive weeds carve a hole in Idahoôs economy to the tune of at least $300 million 

annually in total impacts.  This number includes the costs of fighting fires resulting from invasive weeds such 

as cheatgrass taking over productive rangelands.  The number doesnôt include the $40 

million annual bill to farmers, ranchers and other private landowners who have to step 

up control and management efforts because their neighbor does not do their part to con-

trol their weed infestations. 

 How bad is the noxious weed problem?  State officials estimate more than 8 mil-

lion acres of Idaho lands, approximately 15 percent of the entire state, are now infested 

with noxious weeds.  More worrisome: the number of acres continues to expand every 

year.  Itôs a real problem that appears to get worse, never better.  For example, in 1963, 

rush skeletonweed, a rangeland weed, occupied approximately less than 40 acres near Banks, Idaho. Today, 

weed experts say it is found across 4 million acres and continues to spread. 

 It is the initial seemingly innocuous appearance of noxious weeds that lies at the heart of the noxious 

weed problem in Idaho.  Many small, initial infestations appear to be harmless wild flowers or vegetation.  

They can often appear to be useful ground cover in areas of disturbed soil, along waterways, roads and other 

public areas.  Many are 

planted as ornamentals in 

private landscapes only to 

escape and proliferate into 

new areas. 

 With time it be-

comes painfully clear that 

in reality those noxious 

invasive plants are in the 

process of eliminating na-

tive vegetation, impacting our farms and ranches, reducing recreational use of lands and waterways, and serv-

ing as a barrier to productive uses of the land.  For example, a 

pasture infested with yellow starthistle cannot be used for horses.  

A field full of Canada thistle cannot maximize yields of crops.  A 

pasture full of leafy spurge cannot be grazed by livestock.  Addi-

tionally, noxious weeds can be poisonous, even deadly, for peo-

ple, livestock, and wildlife, can rob game animals of their natural 

habitat or forage, destroy fish habitat, and reduce grazing oppor-

tunities for farm animals.   (Continued on page 3) 
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Help, Iôm choking 

in weeds! 
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Commissionerôs Corner 
By Kirk Chandler, Washington County Commissioner 

 

 ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ Ŧŀƭƭ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǉǳƛŎƪΦ L ƘƻǇŜ 
ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΣ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǊŀƛƴΣ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƛǊǊƛƎŀǝƻƴ 
ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǎŜŀπ
ǎƻƴ ǳǇƻƴ ǳǎ L ŀƳ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ L ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƻŘ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŎŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ  

 ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǿƛǎƘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŀ άIŀǇǇȅ ¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎΣ ŀ aŜǊǊȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
IŀǇǇȅ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΦέ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ-ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΦ   

     /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊ YƛǊƪ /ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊ 

     /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊ ¢ƻƳ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ 

     /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊ wƛŎƪ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ 

2015 Living on the Land: Stewardship for Small Acreages Courses  

to be offered in Weiser! 
 

 2015 marks the twelfth year that the ñLiving on the Land-Stewardship for Small Acreagesò class se-

ries will be offered by the University of Idaho Extension. The class is aimed at current and future landowners 

of small acreage property from small urban or suburban lots to small farms. Topics to be covered include 

whole acreage management, zoning restrictions, managing soil, water quality, irrigation systems, weed and 

pest control, pasture and forage management, and caring for animals. Participants develop a plan for their 

property and share ideas with a team of expert instructors and other participants.  

 

 Weiser Vendome- Wednesday Afternoons  4:00pm-7:00pm  Jan. 14th- March 4th, 2015 
 

 The cost for the eight-week class in Weiser is $185 per unit, which includes two people sharing mate-

rials. Water, soil and forage testing, class materials, and field trips are included. For registration information 

call Washington County Extension at 208-414-0415. 
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(Noxious Weeds Affect You, Me and all of Idaho, Continued from page 1) 

 

 Noxious weed infestations are now showing up with ominous regularity in Idahoôs pristine wilderness 

backcountry areas. The long term future economic and recreational threat that poses for Idahoôs invaluable 

recreational values of tourism and outdoor activities, plus its danger to 

Idahoôs big game species cannot be understated. 

 The aquatic noxious and prolific weed called Eurasian milfoil can 

bog down water craft, destroy fisheries, and even entangle and drown 

swimmers.  It has infested numerous waterways and lakes across Idaho.  

Several of Idahoôs most scenic lakes, including Payette, Pend Oreille, 

Hayden and Spirit, have already been invaded by Eurasian watermilfoil 

and weed control experts are doing their best to reduce populations of 

this aquatic invader. 

 For more than four decades now, Idaho has battled to hold back 

the growing tide of noxious and invasive weed invaders.  Over the past 

two decades, Idaho has considerably stepped up these efforts.  Just a decade ago, weed experts had identified 

36 species of noxious weeds.  Today there are 68.  Each noxious weed is a threat to Idahoôs economic wellbe-

ing.  But when combined into a cumulative economic assessment, it poses a challenge of immense proportion.   

 One of the challenges with noxious weeds is that the topic of ñnoxious weedsò itself is not flashy and 

inherently attention-getting to the public.  It can be difficult to get citizens fired up about innocuous looking 

plants with names like Rush skeletonweed, Hoary cress, Yellow toadflax, or Houndstongue.  But that changes 

quickly when they begin to grasp the distressing impact those and the sixty-four other species of noxious 

weeds are having every year on our State.  The Idaho Weed Awareness Campaign was set up in 2001 to create 

public awareness, outreach, and education to help Idahoans understand the economic and environmental im-

pacts of noxious and invasive weeds.  Since that time, the Campaign has educated approximately 1 million 

Idahoans and reached out to Idahoôs six bordering states to inform 

the public about the serious threats of noxious weeds and how to best 

control them and stop their spread. 

 As public awareness has increased, so has public participa-

tion in the battle. More and more landowners are meeting their obli-

gation under Idaho law to control or eradicate noxious weeds on 

those lands. More of our youth understand the noxious weed prob-

lem.  More of our citizens are acquiring Idahoôs noxious weed book 

to reference plants they have on the lands they own.  More are going 

to the IWAC website (www.idahoweedawareness.com) to learn more 

about Idahoôs 68 noxious weeds and how to control and manage 

them.  More than three dozen cooperative weed management areas 

have been established from public and private partnerships to jointly 

battle noxious weeds across County borders.  Idaho also has 42 County Weed Superintendents that the public 

can go to for technical expertise.   

 An aggressive public outreach and educational effort has illuminated the problem and helped foster 

innovative and novel approaches.  These include herbicide treatments using newer chemistries, herds of goats 

that devour acres of noxious weeds, and the use of biological agents such as an insect, a fungus, or any other 

organism that can retard the weedôs growth and/or reproduction. 

 How the battle will eventually turn out is yet to be known. But one thing is clear. The battle has been 

joined by many of Idahoôs citizens and it continues to expand and because of that, Idaho has a great oppor-

tunity of winning the war against noxious weeds.  And that seemingly benign flowering plant in the pasture, 

along a river or canal, or in the campground of your favorite recreation area will from now on be scrutinized 

just to make sure it does not represent the advance of a dangerous foreign invader.  
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Neighborhood Project Updates 

 

Advent Gulch & Salubria 

By Justin Mink 

First of all, as a Project coordinator for two projects (the Advent Gulch Project and Salubria Project), I would 

like to thank the Lower Weiser River CWMA and the Washington County Weed Department for all of their 

support.  We started the year off with the Salubria project and the forgotten donuts! The donuts did show up 

but a little late, thank goodness, because I thought we were going to have a riot on our hands.  It turned out to 

be a great day and everyone participated which included the BLM, Alan Jones, Steve and Lawrence Johnson, 

Roy and Ruby Braun, Justin and Russell Mink, Nina Hawkins and her helper Robin Juica, Ron and Kris Jae-

ger, John, Cecilia and Robert Sachtjen.  This project just finished its third year and I really believe you can see 

our progress when you drive up Salubria Road. Our main focus has been on leafy spurge, scotch and Canada 

thistle.  Thank you lady for the best lunch!  It is always nice to come back to roast, scalloped potatoes, home-

made rolls, salads and dessert! 

The Advent Gulch project is always an interesting project 

when it comes to the weather but I believe we finally won one 

with the weather this fall.  It was one of the best spray days 

that we have had in a long time.   We added a new cooperator 

this year; Gerald and Cindy Oakes and family.  It is always 

great to add new cooperators to your group so that they can 

also see the benefits of the project.  Cooperating participants 

included the Forest Service, BLM, Charles Edward, Monte 

Spiering, Ron Ford, Jim Moran, Roy, Russell and 

Justin Mink, Cindy Oaks, and Frank Schwartz.  

Special thanks to Linda Mink for providing lunch.  

This is the 6th year of the project.  You can truly 

see the results from this project.  We had made a 

difference with this project, a huge difference. 

Special thanks to CWMA board member Jerry 

Lunsford for spending both spring and fall days on 

the Advent Gulch project.  Itôs great to be able to 

share your success story with others.  

John Sachjten  (leaning on tractor) and son 

Robert (left) wait while their tractor tank is 

filled.  Is John acting as the parking brake? 

Justin Mink, Advent Gulch Project Coordinator discusses 

his project with the Project Review Committee members 

during the on-site visit August 14th..  Jace Mink (far left) 

is already preparing to for his future role as a project  

coordinator. 
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Up the Creek 
 
By  Victor Ward, Project Coordinator 

 

 In early June 2014, The Up the Creek Weed 

Project had a good turnout. We met at the staging 

area on the Ford Ranch for coffee and donuts pro-

vided by Bonnie Davis and her crew from the 

Washington County Weed Department.  After cof-

fee and donuts we proceeded to our spraying pro-

jects.   Around noon we met for a great lunch that 

was provided by Jackie Edwards.  After lunch we 

went back out to our spraying.   

 

 For the year 2015, the Up the Creek Weed 

Project will have 19 cooperators.  The project con-

sists of 8,110 acres and we will be treating 1,546 

acres in Washington County.  We have new neigh-

bors that move into the area that are not aware of 

our weed projects.  You might take the opportunity 

to meet your neighbor and explain our how our pro-

ject works and how it benefits them. 

 

 We wouldnôt have our projects without the 

support of the Washington County Weed Depart-

ment, Thank you! 

 
  ========================================================================================= 

Lower Pine Project 
 

By Monty Spiering, Project Coordinator 
 

The Lower Pine CWMA group continues to be a success, even after en-

tering Phase 3 of the project. All participants are still committed to weed 

control and working together as a group. Adding the fall spray day was a 

unanimous decision. We look forward to keeping the project going long 

into the future.  

 
 
 
 

Christy and Victor Ward share a moment together.  They 

and their business, Weiser River Signature Beef ,were re-

cently awarded ñAgribusiness of the Yearò by the Weiser 

Chamber of Commerce.  Weiser River Signature Beef is 

also an Idaho Preferred Company.   

Congratulations Christy and Victor! 

Kate Noah, cooperator, pulls in for a refill. 

Debbie Wiebe marks treated  

areas on the project map. 
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Dixie Creek Project Fall Spray Day 
By Harold Clure, Project Coordinator 

 

 As this year's weed treating season comes to 

a close, a small group met with Bonnie and Crew to 

try and second guess the weather. After dispensing 

with the coffee, doughnuts and paperwork Ron Jae-

ger, Adam Papineau, Steve Royer, Doug Hansen and 

Harold Clure decided to go ahead with spraying.  

The weather cooperated and at noon a hearty lunch 

was served by Malea Hansen, Kris Jaeger and Mar-

tha Clure. 

 The crew continued to go after rush skeleton 

weed, leafy spurge, scotch thistle, plus a little white 

top and hemlock. The afternoon was fine except for 

a 30 minute squall that sent Harold into the trailer to 

wait it out. 

 I have lost track of how many years we have 

been doing this but I think it is approaching 10. We 

have made real inroads in controlling leafy spurge 

and scotch thistle, at least on my place. In spite of our 

work it seems the rush skeleton weed continues to spread 

and a new weed arrives every year. 

 I am stepping down this year as coordinator for 

this group, but I am hopeful that Bonnie and the Board 

will convince one of the cooperators to step up and take 

over the job. Even though there is a bit a paperwork to be 

done, this is a very worthwhile program and should be 

continued! 

 

Malea Hansen prepares to serve a delicious spaghetti 

lunch as Martha Clure assists with the table setting. Doug 

Hansen has their plates ready-go Doug! 

This was an extra special day as it was also Marthaôs 

birthday!  Everyone sang ñHappy Birthdayò to her at 

lunch! 

Harold Clure (yellow coat), Steve Royer (middle) 

and Adam Papineau discuss if the spraying will oc-

cur. Mother Nature was threatening hard rain, but 

held off just long enough for the job to get done. 

Kris Jaeger, private landowner, waits to be filled up 

on a less than perfect weather day! 
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Thousand Springs and Mann Creek Cemetery Projects 
 

By Ralph Graham, Project Coordinator 
 

 Both groups of cooperators got together at 

the Grahamôs place for spray days on May 7, 2014 

and September 25, 2014.  Mann Creek has five co-

operators including a new cooperator, Craig Haw-

kins, and Thousand Springs has three cooperators.  

The groups work together since the project areas ad-

join one another.  Ralph Graham took over as coor-

dinator this year replacing Linda Gomez who moved 

out of the area.   

 The weather was good for both days, with a 

light breeze and plenty of sun.  Bonnie, Jim and 

Damian arrived bright and early on the spray days 

with coffee and donuts and their mobile command 

post/warehouse.  While the neighbors assembled 

around the coffee and donuts to sign in, Bonnie gave 

a brief orientation and we were ready to go.  As the 

sprayers were loaded, the cooperators hit the road and many were back for their last loads by lunch time.   

 A potluck lunch was held in the Grahamôs garage and then it was back to work.  The main focus was 

on puncture vine, various thistles, poison hemlock, rush skeleton weed, pepper weed, jointed goat grass, white 

top and a new patch of purple loosestrife.  We are making headway in our war on weeds and everyone in-

volved is looking forward to next year.  A couple of benefits of having spray day is it encourages us to set a 

day aside just for spraying and the financial help with the chemicals makes us work harder at it because no 

one can pass up a good deal. 
 

 Thanks to all who participated, especially Bonnie and Crew!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donna Hall treating puncturevine and  

rush skeleton weed. Jim Rinehart and Frank Potter, cemetery 

employees, take a well-deserved break from 

backpack spraying. 

Lani Scott spot treats rush skeletonweed rosettes  

and puncturevine. 
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Mann Creek Valley Project - Year 2 
By Zane Davis, Project Coordinator 

 

 Another year has flown by, and as we all know, the weeds continue to flourish with the slightest drop 

of rain.  However, the Mann Creek Valley Project landowners have completed their second year of project 

participation, and we are chipping away at a weed problem that once seemed like an insurmountable obstacle.   

 The Weed Advisory Board Sifting Committee graciously granted the participants of the Mann Creek 

Valley Project with not one, but two, project days in 2014.  The first project was held on May 9, 2014.  For a 

second year in a row, rain clouds lurked.  However, the rain remained only a threat and the spray project com-

menced as scheduled.  Seven properties were targeted by twelve landowners.  Again, the Washington County 

Weed Control staff was on-site with their chemical, knowledge, enthusiasm and the all-important coffee and 

donuts.  Loaded with chemical and rearing to go, the cooperators headed off to their respective properties and 

began to turn the valley blueéone tank at a time.  The spraying of scotch thistle, houndstongue, punc-

turevine, poison hemlock, Canada this-

tle, rush skeletonweed and the occa-

sional leafy spurge and white top last-

ed into the late afternoon. All of the 

participants commented that they were 

amazed at the difference one year of 

intensive control had made, and that 

they were able to target previously ne-

glected areas this second year. 

 I reminded all of the coopera-

tors late in the fall of our second spray 

day, and nearly everyone commented 

that they had been spraying throughout 

the summer, and felt that day #2 would 

probably be relatively short.  Unfortu-

nately, with busy schedules, fall ranch 

and farm work and school, only ten 

participants from six properties were available for the October 9, 2014 spray day.  The day was beautiful, and 

oh so productive.  The approximate 6 mile stretch of the Mann Creek Valley Project area was once again dot-

ted with a lovely blue hue.  The scotch thistle rosettes and rush skeletonweed were treated with a vengeance.  

Although the participants were sure that they would be done spraying quickly, they were mistaken and again, 

the projected lasted into the late afternoon.  Everyone involved made the comment that they were shocked at 

how many weeds were growing this time of year.  They also mentioned that the progress made from the pre-

vious two spray days was amazing and they were now able to get areas treated that had been neglected for 

years. 

 From my own personal portion of earth, I can say that the Neighborhood Project Program has been an 

extremely valuable tool for me and my family.  I see valuable changes on the property that has increased hay 

production and value as well as pasture quality and utilization.  There are areas of the property that were so 

infested with noxious weeds that I never thought we would get ahead due to labor and financial constraints.  

The Mann Creek Valley project has enabled me and my fellow landowners to improve our respective parcels 

both in value and aesthetics.  I feel confident that even when the project reaches Phase 3 status we will have 

the ability to maintain that forward motion in the weed fight that everyone strives for. 

 In a perfect world, there would be a ñmagic bulletò that would eradicate all pests; including weeds.  

However, until that landowner Utopia comes to fruition, the group of weed warriors on Mann Creek will con-

tinue to fight the fight, and to make progress. 

Marshall Davis has a big job ahead of him hand spraying scotch thistle 

rosettes on this hillside. 
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Midvale Weed Beaters are Increasing in Number! 

 

By Sharon Widener, Project Coordinator 

  

 Another beautiful day in ñdowntown 

Midvaleò for the second spray day in Septem-

ber.  Midvale is a great community to come 

together for a cause and to make things hap-

pen. This project signed on new property 

owners that saw the positive effects of the 

CWMA project.  Those signing on were:  

Dave Jordan, Fred and Tracy Bruce, Kenneth 

Whipple and Dave and Dixie Winther. Sharon 

Widner, Project Coordinator, wants to give a 

big ñthank youò to Dale Bitner for his special 

talentðcoordinating sprayers with areas to 

attack weedsðthis allowed her to help with 

lunch. 

 Of course the spray day would not 

happen without Bonnie Davis and her crew, 

Jim Hickey and Damian Arnold, and of 

course the coffee and the sweet rolls.  Everyone is on time for this part of the day!  After a morning of hard 

work everyone was ready to enjoy the 

lunch served at the Midvale Church of 

Christ and to relax and sign paperwork 

before starting the afternoon spraying.  A 

thank you to Claudia Holmes and Jan 

Keithly for preparing lunch for the hungry 

crew.  

 Are there ever no breakdowns?  

Everyone thought it couldnôt happen 

again, but at the end of the day there was 

one.  At least it was the end of the day, 

and everyone was ready to call it a day.   

 Those spraying on this fall day 

were Dale Bitner, Kevin Hooper, Travis 

Keithly, Dave Winther, Kenneth Whip-

ple, Wendell and Karen Ader, Dennis 

Holmes, and Keith Morgan.  Another 

very productive spray day. Everyone is 

on board for the 2015 

spray dates to contin-ue 

making an impact on 

weeds! 

 

Kevin Hooper driving and Dale Bitner spraying. They are seek-

ing out those sneaky puncturevine plants around town. 

The paperwork is an essential part of every project, as it helps to 

secure the all important funding needed each year.  Lunchtime is a 

great opportunity to get it done! 

Karen Ader is signing her applicator record, Damian is standing 

behind her, Claudia Holmes and Jan Keithly are cooking and serv-

ing, and Wendall Ader, Karenôs better half, is waiting for his lovely 

wife so they can get some well deserved food! 


