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Indian foreign minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar has said New Delhi 
is open to the return of undocumented Indians in the United States. His 
comments came following a meeting with U.S. foreign secretary Marco 
Rubio in Washington, during which illegal immigration was one of the 
issues discussed. 
Saying that New Delhi was firmly opposed to illegal migration, he told 
reporters that “We have always taken the view that if there are any of our 
citizens who are not here legally, if we are sure that they are our citizens, 
we have always been, you know, open to their legitimate return to India.” 
He said it is a position India takes with every country. 
Jaishankar was addressing a news conference in Washington on Wednes-
day, a day after his meeting with Rubio. 
After taking office, U.S. President Donald Trump issued executive orders 
that aim to clamp down on illegal immigration and deport those who are 
in the U.S. illegally. 
Indians made up the third-largest group of unauthorized immigrants in 
the U.S. in 2022 behind Mexico and El Salvador, according to Pew Re-
search Center. It estimated their number at 725,000.

Hindi Movie Releases in Feb
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South Korean Boy 
Accepted Islam At 
The Hands of Mufti 
Tariq Masood
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Virat Kohli with Shaheen Afridi at Kashmir tour during snowfall
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Medical Beds, wheel Chairs and 
other equipment loaned FREE to 
underprivileged people in 
Hyderabad, India
You use it until you are free of illness
Contact: 
Mr. Ateeq 995 120 7710 (Hyd)
Mr. Azeem: WA# 00 1219 588 1538

Offers
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Allahka Fazal
Muhammad Imran Tahir
Mohamed G Lata
Ash Deiri-Terek Kadowr
DjRoy Roy
Ayman Jaber / Said Motawea
Stephen S Adkins
Shy Khan
Kamran Khan
Rachana S
Jiaa Jabbar
Vikash Rungta
Parvathi Gangireddy/Shanker 
Mareddy
Shaihla Umar / Alim Akhtar / 
Rameez Kaukab
Zameer Mohammed
Manuel Tilca
Mohd Tabrase / Sanjay Rao / 
Mir Amjed Ali

Bobby Panuganti/ Seema Ti-
wari/Anil Savarapu
Manoj Kumar Govindan
Maruf Alam Show
Ganesh Kar/Tijendra Kumar
Hitesh Gandhi
Narayan Mahajan
Mubashir Faruqi / Samad Rafe 
/ Zameer Mohammed
Deepak Kaithakkapuzha
Javaria Jabeen
Anjali Desai/Bhavini Sreeniv-
asan/Megha Vyas
Ali Siraj/Kamran Siddiqui
Moe Khdier
Shaw Memmon
Sadia Khan/Kami Jee
Nazia Khan/ Sajjad Fecto
Prince Patel
danyal Khan / Umar Khalid/
Zeshan Ahmed
Sohni Rahim/Awais Iqbal/Ma-
jid Khan
DB Dulhania Shy Khan
Deeja Isaac / Prabhot Gill / 
Sunny Chopra
Nirav Ghunchala- Navpreet 
Kaur kang
Nimish Pathak/Vinod Kali
Shazia Saleem
Shradha Balakrishna/Zeshan 
Hussein/Kavita, Sreedhar
Shy Khan
Qusai Rasheed

Rizwan Elahi- Soaib Ummar-
Israr Ahmad
RIZWAN Elahi
Kashmir Virk/Jasbir S Sethi
Mohamoud Egal
Mohsin Choudhry / Sana Ch
Shakir Bhai
Pervaiz Bhatti / Uzma Sabir / 
Fatimah Hoque
Idrees Hadi
Rosy Dodd
Farhath Hussain
Jacob Thomas
Sangeeta Malik
Imrana Begg/Raza Bagg/ Aye-
sha Hussain
Inamullah Khan Sherwani
Sami Khan
Inam Bokhari / Aatirah Ha-
meed
Altaf Bukhari / Faisal Saiyed
Anwer Nawaab/Mohammed 
Imran Ali/Taher Bin Jaffar
Mamta Sahta-vick Sahota
Rafia Omair/Rizzi Butt/Omair 
Hashmi
Imran Ali
Sajid Siddiqui / Zeba Salman
Raj Mehta/ Nigam Mehta
Manjeet Singh
Indian Community San Diago
Bibhasha Ojha-Rohan Raj
Seema Garg
Kalpesh Soni
Nishu Vasireddy/ Venu Red-
dyManyam/Kishore Ramaraju

Nisse Packianathan Jaya Ku-
mar/Victor Samuel Nathan
Jagdeep Nayyar
Sanjeev Saini
Sunny Singh
Rani Goldy Singh
Noman Sadiq-Vikrant Kumar

Anup Puthenveedu
Preeti Malik Arora / Yogshri 
Jetan Arora
Prasad Royal / Ramadevi Arza
Shahid Amin
Krishna Puttaparthi-Anu 
benakatti
Mohin uddin Mohammad
Shiby Roy/Ginsmon Zacharia/
Anil, Mathew
Sailaja Mantripragada-swapna 

Kiran- Priya Mota
Swapna Kiran / Priya Mota
Nusrath Mehdi Khan / Fouzia 
Zahoor
Ishfaq Khan / Boxer Bhai
Boxer Bhai
Mohammed Alsabah / Mo-
hammad Farhan
Ashfaq Hussain Syed/Aiman 
Beg/ Aadil Farid
Clay Chip Smith

Deepak Kumar

Vlad Kulpinski
 Rana Rao-Pradeep Bharudkar
Wasi Rabbani / Suleman Mo-
hammed
Syed Shoaib Ahmed
Bibi Khan/ Mohammad Im-
ran Tahir
Faheem Hayat
Mammatha Vamshi
Munir Pervaiz/Nasreen 
rrvaiz/ Iftekhar Ahmed
Sunny Khehra
Muhammad Akram Ismail/
Sonia Omer
Muhammad Ismail / Sonia 

Omer
Pomil Singh/Manan singh 
Katohara
Balvanth Reddy
Mohd Tabrase
Eileen Riddle / Lupe Domin-
guez
Mohd Jabbar
Venu Gopal Reddy / Gopi 
Krishna
Asif Alikhan
Areedo Ayad
Khawaja Ashraf
Shweta Dhawan
Jude Miranda -Mohammed 
Arif
Ali Khan
Syed Adeeb
Shakeel Khaleel Baig

Zahid Imran / Nadeem 
Ahmed Bajwa / Muhammad 
Iqbal
Murali Talluri
Gaurav Singla
Noreen Gilani / Marriam 
Tahir

We would like to Thank these 
Admins of FaceBook Groups who 
let us to post Asia Times in their 

Groups 
If we missed you please contact us
mdmukhtarali2001@gmail.com 

EditorAsiaTimes@gmail.com
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The loss of President Jimmy Carter, a distinguished 
humanitarian, courageous leader, and a
man of integrity, will be mourned by many for so 
many reasons. 
He is one of the few U.S. presidents who will leave a 
powerful legacy for their post-
presidential contributions to health, peace and de-
mocracy worldwide. In this century, Jimmy
Carter stands out as one of the most intelligent, 
hard-working, and decent individuals to ever
hold the office of the president of the United States. 

I was struck by his warmth when I
had the honor of meeting President Carter at the 
White House on December 5, 1979, while
representing the Islamic Medical Association of 
North America. 

He was the first U.S. president to engage with the 
leaders of Muslim grassroots organizations
to address the Iranian hostage crisis. 

I also had the privilege of meeting him periodically 
at the Carter Center in Atlanta, Georgia—
and was always impressed by his innate decency. 
That year, Iranian militants overthrew the
U.S.-backed Shah, taking 52 American diplomats 
and citizens hostage at the U.S. Embassy in
Tehran. 
Despite efforts to negotiate their release, the hostages 
were held for 444 days, severely
impacting President Carter&#39;s popularity and 
chances for re-election. However, he refused to
retaliate militarily, understanding the risk it posed to 
the hostages. He insisted that diplomacy
would prevail, demonstrating his steadfast commit-
ment to peace. 

Carter grew up in the segregated South during the
Jim Crow era witnessing the hardships of Black 
sharecroppers who lived in near-enslavement
conditions. Though he initially supported racial 
segregation, his views evolved after serving
in the U.S. Navy and entering politics. 
As Georgia’s governor, in 1971, he boldly declared, 
“The time for racial discrimination is
over,” a statement that discomforted many, especially 
his fellow Southerners. 

4

His opposition to his Baptist 
church&#39;s refusal to allow 
Black people to worship there 
also
alienated many white parish-
ioners. Yet, once he became 
America’s 39th President he was 
an
outspoken advocate for racial 
equality, appointing more wom-
en and people of color to the
federal bench than all prior 
presidents combined. 
Carter’s political philosophy was rooted in honesty, 
integrity, and a commitment to
righteousness. After the scandals of the Nixon era, 
the Vietnam War, and the economic
turmoil of the 1970s, his presidency offered Ameri-
cans a chance to heal and rebuild their
moral foundation. 
While his presidency faced significant challenges, 
Carter achieved lasting successes,
particularly in U.S. foreign and energy policy. He 
made human rights a cornerstone of his
foreign policy, advocating for democracy and free-
dom across the globe. His administration
showed that it was possible to govern with morality, 
honesty and grace. 
In 1978, Carter played a crucial role in negotiating 
the Camp David Accords between Israeli
Prime Minister Menachem Begin and Egyptian 
President Anwar Sadat, resulting in the first
peace treaty between Israel and an Arab nation. 
The topic of peace in the Middle East is one he 
touched on in one of our meetings and like
many Muslims I was impressed by his courage in 
challenging Israel when necessary. He urged
the suspension of settlement expansion in the West 
Bank and advocated for Palestinian self-
rule. 
Carter was also a visionary in energy and environ-
mental policy. He established the
Department of Energy and focused on research into 
renewable energy, particularly solar
power. He was one of the first U.S. presidents to 
warn about the dangers of climate change. 
His administration deregulated the airline industry, 

allowing middle-class Americans to fly
more affordably and in greater numbers. He 
also signed the SALT II arms control agree-
ment
and worked to normalize relations with 
China, opening new opportunities for trade 
and
cooperation. 

Carter’s environmental legacy includes using execu-
tive powers to protect vast areas of the
Alaskan wilderness, significantly expanding the 
national parks system. Despite facing tough
re-election odds in 1980, Carter’s legacy remains 
defined by his moral leadership, as well as
his commitment to racial justice and environmental 
preservation. 
After leaving the White House, President Carter 
became the only former president to devote
his life to addressing global issues. Through decades 
of philanthropic work, he fought disease,
negotiated peace, monitored elections and helped 
build homes for the underprivileged. 

I also recall his passionate advocacy when he spoke 
about eradicating Guinea worm infection
which affected millions in Africa and Asia. Under 
his leadership, the Carter Center has helped
reduce cases from millions to just 13 globally in 
2023. 
President Carter&#39;s post-presidency years were 
defined by his tireless efforts to combat
suffering, promote peace and improve the lives of 
others. In 2002, he was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize for his unwavering dedication to resolv-
ing international conflicts and advancing
human rights. 
I fondly remember meeting Mr. Carter in the white 
house and several times at the Carter
Center in Atlanta, Georgia. The last time I met him 
was 10 years ago. I distinctly remember
his words to me that we have an ethical obligation 
to prevent human suffering wherever we
can. 

In 2015, Carter disclosed that he had been diag-
nosed with cancer. He faced the diagnosis with
remarkable composure, accepting whatever out-
come came with peace. 
In February 2023, he decided to decline further life-
extending medical treatment, opting for
hospice care instead—becoming the first president 
known to do so. His decision brought
widespread awareness of the importance of hospice 
care in providing comfort and dignity in
the final stages of life. 
President Carter’s life is a testament to the power of 
service, compassion, and moral
leadership. His contributions will continue to shape 
the world for generations to come.
The Dallas Post Tribune

Remembering a Humanitarian Icon: Why President Jimmy 
Carter Will Be Mourned

Texas community leader, Dr Basheer Ahmed recalls his personal meetings with the former president and 
his legacy

Basheer Ahmed M.D.

 
                        IN

T
E

R
N

A
T

IO
N

A
L

 P
A

G
E

S
  

         
IN

T
E

R
N

A
T

IO
N

A
L

 P
A

G
E

S



FEBRUARY 2025                                         PAGE 12  
 

C
H

IC
A

G
O

 P
A

G
E

S
 

 
 

 
 

C
H

IC
A

G
O

 P
A

G
E

S
 

 
 

 
 

 
C

H
IC

A
G

O
 P

A
G

E
S

Grand Welcome to our dear friend and brother Makkan Singh Raj Thakur. Congress MLA from Ramagundam Telangana!
Big thanks to Mukarram bhai and Dr. VGP for organizing this even. Mr Shakeelullah Khan is seen with Congressman Raja Krishnamoorthy.t

Dear Friends & Family, 
I want to express my deepest gratitude to every-
one who attended and supported our campaign 
fundraiser last night. It was truly inspiring to 
see over 200 community members, leaders, and 
elected officials come together under one roof. 
Your presence, encouragement, and commit-
ment to our shared vision mean the world to 
me.
Your generosity and belief in our mission of 
fostering fiscal responsibility, ensuring trans-
parency, and championing community-driven 
leadership motivate me to move forward with 
unwavering dedication. Together, we are shap-
ing a future that reflects the diverse voices, val-

ues, and aspirations of all Naperville residents.
A special thank you to the host committee for 
your outstanding efforts in organizing such a 
memorable and successful event. The turnout 
exceeded all expectations, and this accomplish-
ment would not have been possible without 
your hard work, teamwork, and dedication.
Having over 200 attendees from such a beauti-
fully diverse group of individuals symbolizes the 
unity and strength of our community. This gath-
ering wasn’t just about supporting a campaign—
it was a testament to what we can achieve when 
we come together with a shared purpose.
Thank you for placing your trust in me and 
for fueling this campaign with your sup-

port, prayers, and encouragement. This trust 
strengthens my resolve to serve Naperville with 
integrity and a commitment to inclusive leader-
ship.
May we continue to bless, guide, and unite us 
in our efforts to build a stronger, more inclu-
sive, and prosperous community. Thank you for 
everything.
With heartfelt appreciation,
Ashfaq Syed
Candidate for Naperville City Council
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IFTEKHAR SHAREEF PAGE
Republic Day celebrations at Shamshabad, Hyderabad by 
Iftekhar Shareef first overseas citizen of India, along with 

India’s former cricket captain Mohammad Azharuddin
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Mian Mohammad Kishwar is no longer with us. He had a genuine con-
cern for the Muslim community and was a gentle and modest individual. 
May Allah (swt) grant him Jannah and raise him in the ranks. Ameen

Asra Hussain messaged husband Hamaad Raza, 25, to say ‘We are land-
ing in 20 minutes’ as American Eagle Flight 5342 from Wichita, Kansas 
approached Reagan National Airport, Washington, DC; just before 8pm 
ET Wednesday night. Tragically it was the last text Asra, 26, would ever 
send.
Her shaken husband of two years Hamaad Raza, 25, said he had texted 
his wife a few replies, but that they’d never been received. 
‘She texted me that they were landing in 20 minutes. The rest of my texts 
didn’t get delivered and that’s when I realized that something might be 
up,’ a distraught Hamaad said at the airport.
‘I’m just praying that somebody’s pulling her out of the river right now, 
as we speak. That’s all I can pray for, I’m just praying to God,’ he told 
WUSA9.
Asra Hussain from Carmel, Indiana graduated from IU Bloomington 
in 2020 with a B.S. in Healthcare Management and Policy. She went on 
to earn a master’s degree in healthcare management. She’s survived by 
her husband Hamaad Raza, who also attended IU, from 2017-2021, and 
earned a B.S. in Finance at the Kelley School of Business.
“She was returning from a work trip where she was helping to improve 
a hospital that really needed help,” Raza told WFIU/WTIU News. “And, 
you know, she was doing what she loved. She was even working on the 
flight.”
He added, “She gave a lot, but she had so much more to give.”
Zulfiqar Malik Post

Inna Lillahi wa inna ilaihi Rajioun. 
I am profoundly grieved to share the news of the passing of Abdul 
Subhan Mohammed, a distinguished friend and successful entrepreneur, 
who succumbed to a brief illness in Riyadh. May Allah SWT reward 
him with the highest abode in Jannah and impart patience to his be-
reaved family.
For more information contact this number +966557935282
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Abu Dhabi has introduced an interest-free loan program to support 
couples starting their marital journey. 
The Easy Marriage Loan offers up to AED 150,000 without any interest 
or fees to help young couples establish financially stable marriages. 
Since its launch in September 2024, 515 applications have been received, 
with 58% meeting eligibility criteria. 
Applicants must be UAE citizens, with the husband having a valid family 
book issued in Abu Dhabi. 
Additionally, the husband’s monthly salary must be below AED 60,000, 
and the couple must meet age and marital status requirements. This ini-
tiative is part of the broader UAE family growth program.
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Donald Trump offers eight-month buyouts to all federal employees
WASHINGTON ― The Trump administration 
is offering buyouts to all federal employees 
who don’t wish to return to work at the office, a 
White House official confirmed to USA TODAY.

The offer, outlined in a memo the U.S. Office of 
Personnel Management sent to employees Tues-
day, would give federal workers eight months 
of pay and benefits through September if they 
resign by Feb. 6.

“If you choose not to continue in your current 
role in the federal workforce, we thank you for 
your service to your country and you will be 
provided with a dignified, fair departure from 
the federal deferred resignation program,” the 
memo reads.

The move, first reported by Axios, comes after 
President Donald Trump signed an order last 
week requiring all federal workers to return to 
in-person work. Work-from-home policies en-
acted during the COVID-19 pandemic remain 
in place for many federal workers.

Billionaire businessman Elon Musk, who heads 
Trump’s Department of Government Efficiency, 
has talked about a drastic reduction of the fed-
eral workforce to scale back the size of govern-
ment.

President Donald Trump speaks to reporters 
while in flight on Air Force One en route Joint 
Base Andrews in Maryland on January 27, 2025.
President Donald Trump speaks to reporters 
while in flight on Air Force One en route Joint 
Base Andrews in Maryland on January 27, 2025.
It was not immediately clear how much the vol-
untary buyout program could cost the govern-
ment or how many employees might participate.

The federal government employees approxi-
mately 2 million people.

Under federal guidelines, severance pay is of-
fered only to employees who have worked at 
least 12 months of continuous service and were 
not let go for unacceptable performance or 
conduct.

Employees who accept the buyout should 
“promptly have their duties re-assigned or 
eliminated and be placed on paid administrative 
leave until the end of the deferred resigna-
tion period,” Charles Ezell, acting director 
of the U.S. Office of Personnel Manage-
ment, wrote in a memo to heads of de-
partments and agencies.

The American Federation of Government 
Employees, the largest federal employee 
union representing about 800,000 work-
ers, slammed the buyout, noting the fed-
eral workforce is about the same size as it 
was in 1970 even though more Americans 
rely on government services.

“Purging the federal government of dedicated 
career civil servants will have vast, unintended 
consequences that will cause chaos for the 
Americans who depend on a functioning federal 
government,” AFGE National President Everett 
Kelley said in a statement.

“This offer should not be viewed as voluntary,” 
Kelley added. “Between the flurry of anti-work-
er executive orders and policies, it is clear that 
the Trump administration’s goal is to turn the 
federal government into a toxic environment 
where workers cannot stay even if they want to.”

Since his inauguration last week, Trump has also 
taken aim at federal employees his administra-
tion perceives as hostile to its policy aims. That 
includes firing Justice Department attorneys 
who worked for Special Counsel Jack Smith’s 
Trump investigations and placing dozens of top 
career employees of the U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development on leave.

“There are two million employees in the federal 
government. Overwhelmingly, the career federal 
service in this country is far left, left wing,” Ste-

phen Miller, White House deputy chief of staff 
for policy, told CNN on Tuesday. “The Ameri-
can people voted for dramatic change imple-
mented by Donald Trump.”

(This article has been updated to add new infor-
mation.)

Reach Joey Garrison on X @joeygarrison.

This article originally appeared on USA TO-
DAY: Trump offers buyouts to all federal em-
ployees
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May God bless them abundantly, in today’s world people don’t even care for own families 
while.... 
A Saudi couple, with a particular focus on the man named Salah Al-Syoufi, has gained 
widespread attention for their remarkable and unwavering dedication to caring for their 
Ethiopian maid, who has been paralyzed for 19 years. This act of extraordinary kind-
ness and compassion began when the maid suffered a severe paralysis while employed 
by the couple. Instead of abandoning her, the couple made the conscious decision to take 
responsibility for her well-being and offer the necessary support and assistance to ensure 
she continued to live with dignity.
Their decision to care for her, despite the challenges involved, has deeply moved many 
people and garnered significant media coverage. The story has been widely reported by 
various news outlets, including Al-Madina newspaper, highlighting the family’s unwaver-
ing commitment to compassion. This long-term dedication not only demonstrates their 
empathy but also serves as a reminder of the importance of responsibility in relationships, 
showing how love and care can profoundly impact someone’s life. The couple’s actions are 
a shining example of how human connection and kindness can transcend hardship and 
make a meaningful difference.

The soaring valuations of Tesla, SpaceX and xAI boosted Elon Musk’s 
fortune to an estimated $421.2 billion as of December 31, 2024, up from 
$251 billion at the start of 2024. He’s the first person to ever be worth 
more than $300 billion (a milestone he briefly achieved in 2021), let 
alone $400 billion.
As a result, Musk ended the year a record $188 billion richer than the 
world’s next wealthiest person, Amazon’s Jeff Bezos, who was worth 
an estimated $233.5 billion when the ball dropped in New York City’s 
Times Square earlier this week. A representative for Musk has not re-
plied to a request for comment from Forbes.
The record for the largest year-end lead between No. 1 and No. 2 richest 
more than doubled in 2024. Back in 2021—the previous record—Musk 
was worth $72 billion more than then-No. 2 Bernard Arnault.
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Today, the White House is releasing the first-
ever U.S. National Strategy to Counter Islamo-
phobia and Anti-Arab Hate. The Strategy was 
developed through a whole-of-government 
collaboration with a broad range of civil soci-
ety partners to describe and address the bias, 
discrimination, and threats Muslim and Arab 
Americans have long faced. Over the past year, 
this initiative has become even more important 
as threats against American Muslim and Arab 
communities have spiked. In October 2023, six-
year old Wadee Alfayoumi, an American Mus-
lim boy of Palestinian descent, was viciously 
killed in his home in Illinois and over the last 
year there have been other grievous attacks on 
Muslim and Arab Americans.

The Strategy contains more than 100 Execu-
tive Branch Actions and more than 100 Calls to 
Action to every sector of society to prevent and 
address such violent attacks and to ensure that 
Muslim and Arab Americans enjoy the liberties 
and opportunities that are the bedrock of our 
country. With this initiative, we are creating a 
path for progress, in partnership with all levels 
of government, civil society, and the private sec-
tor, both now and over the long term.

In December 2022, when President Biden estab-
lished an interagency group to increase and bet-
ter coordinate efforts to counter Antisemitism, 
Islamophobia, and related forms of bias and 
discrimination, work began on this Strategy. In 
2023, the Biden-Harris Administration released 
the first-ever National Strategy to Combat 
Antisemitism and announced the development 
of the first-ever National Strategy to Counter 
Islamophobia and Anti-Arab Hate. This latest 
strategy has four priorities:

Increase awareness of hatred against Muslims 
and Arabs and broaden recognition of these 
communities’ heritages. Muslims and Arab 
Americans have helped build our country since 
its founding, but they have also routinely ex-
perienced hate, discrimination, and bias due 
to baseless stereotypes, fearmongering, and 
prejudice. While individuals have sometimes 
been targeted because they are thought to be 
Muslim, it is also crucial to recognize that Arabs 
are routinely targeted simply for being who they 
are. Through new data collection and innova-
tive educational efforts, the Administration is 
increasing awareness of these forms of hate as 
well of the proud heritages of Muslim and Arab 
Americans.      

Improve safety and security for Muslims and 
Arabs. Everyone deserves to live their lives 
without fear of violence, harassment, or dis-
crimination. The Strategy addresses the target-
ing of Muslim and Arab communities, including 
through unprecedented investments in strength-

ening the security of nonprofits and increased 
efforts to ensure easier access to those funds; 
correction of discriminatory travel restrictions; 
and new tools to address transnational repres-
sion, doxing, swatting, and hoax threats. It also 
seeks to reduce trust deficits between govern-
ment and community members such as by 
sharing successful practices of engaging Muslim 
and Arab Americans in the reporting of hate 
crimes. The Strategy recognizes our utmost duty 
to protect the nation from terrorist threats and 
attacks while safeguarding everyone’s civil rights 
and civil liberties.

Tackle discrimination against Muslims and 
Arabs and appropriately accommodate their 
religious practices. Muslim and Arab Americans 
have long faced discrimi-
nation in settings such as 
education, employment, 
public accommodations, 
land use, housing, health 
care, and access to financial 
services. More agencies are 
making it clear that dis-
crimination against Mus-
lim and Arab Americans in 
federally funded activities 
is illegal, and the Adminis-
tration has instituted new 
practices to accommodate 
religion and produced a 
wide range of resources 
and trainings on nondis-
crimination and religious 
freedom.

Continue to build cross-
community solidarity and 
collective action to counter 
hate. Threats to one com-

munity must be treated as threats to all. Increas-
ing cross-community collaboration  continues 
to be a key part of Administration efforts to 
protect the safety of all Americans, including 
through new partnerships that build solidar-
ity among communities of diverse faiths and 
beliefs.

We urge our state, local, and international 
counterparts, as well as the nongovernmental 
sector, to pursue similar initiatives that seek to 
build greater unity by recognizing our common 
humanity, affirming our shared values and his-
tory, and embracing equal justice, liberty, and 
security for all.

Biden-Harris Administration Releases First-Ever U.S. National Strategy to 
Counter Islamophobia and Anti-Arab Hate
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End the Byzantine Empire
In 1453, Ottoman troops led by Sultan Mehmed II conquered Constan-
tinople, ending the Byzantine Empire. This event marked a turning point 
in history and is often considered the end of the Middle Ages and the 
beginning of the Renaissance.
With the conquest of Constantinople, trade routes changed significantly 
as the Ottomans took control of important trade routes. This led to Euro-
pean powers looking for alternative sea routes, which ultimately ushered 
in the era of great discoveries.
In addition, many Greek scholars fled with their manuscripts and knowl-
edge to the West, especially to Italy. They brought with them the knowl-
edge of antiquity, which greatly influenced the revival of classical studies 
and the intellectual foundation of the Renaissance.
The conquest of Constantinople thus had far-reaching consequences 
for the political, economic and cultural development of Europe and the 
Middle East. It symbolizes the beginning of a new epoch, characterized 
by exploration, cultural exchange and scientific progress.

Between 400,000 and 48,000 
BC, a group of humans known 
as the Denisovans lived in Asia. 
This ancient group later inter-
bred with other humans migrat-
ing from Africa, particularly 
those along the coast of South 
Asia. In 2010, fossil evidence 
from a Siberian cave, discovered 
in 2008, revealed that Deniso-
van DNA was closely related to 
the DNA of present-day people 
from New Guinea, who carry 
about 4.8% Denisovan DNA.
 Further research indicated that 
approximately 3-5% of the DNA 
in native populations from 
Papua New Guinea, Australia, 
the Philippines, and surround-
ing islands came from Deniso-
vans. These ancient humans are 
believed to have left Africa as 
early as 800,000 BC. In 2014, 
scientists also discovered that 
some modern-day Tibetans and 
Sherpas share genetic traces 
with the Denisovans, which 
may help explain their remark-
able ability to thrive in high-

altitude environments.
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Important Recall Info That MAY Affect Your Vehicle

What is a recall?
When a manufacturer or the National Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration (NHTSA) determines that a vehicle creates an unreasonable risk 
to safety or fails to meet minimum safety standards, the manufacturer 
is required to fix that vehicle at no cost to the owner. That can be done 
by repairing it, replacing it, offering a refund (for equipment) or, in rare 
cases, repurchasing the car.
What should I do if my vehicle is included in this recall?
If your vehicle is included in this recall, it is very important that you get 

it fixed as soon as possible given the potential danger to you and your 
passengers if it is not addressed. You should receive a separate letter in 
the mail from the vehicle manufacturer, notifying you of the recall and 
explaining when the remedy will be available, whom to contact to repair 
your vehicle, and to remind you that the repair will be done at no charge 
to you. If you believe your vehicle is included in the recall, but you do 
not receive a letter in the mail from the vehicle manufacturer, please call 
NHTSA’s Vehicle Safety Hotline at 1-888-327-4236, or contact your ve-
hicle manufacturer or dealership.

Your vehicle MAY be involved in a safety recall and 
MAY create a safety risk for you or your passengers. 
If left unrepaired, a potential safety defect could 
lead to injury or even death. Safety defects must be 
repaired by a dealer at no cost to you.

Why am I getting this email?
You are receiving this message because you request-
ed to be notified by the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA) if there is a safety 
recall that may affect your vehicle.

The following may apply to one or more of your 
vehicles if your vehicle is listed below. Click on the 
NHTSA Recall ID Number below to read more 
about the safety issue and the reason for the recall.

To find out if your specific passenger vehicle is in-
cluded in the recall, use our VIN Look-up Tool.

NHTSA Recall ID Number : 24V969
Manufacturer : Nissan North America, Inc.
Subject : Unexpected Vehicle Movement/
FMVSS 114
Make Model Model Years
NISSAN KICKS 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V001
Manufacturer : Aston Martin The Americas
Subject : Obstructed Rearview Camera Im-
age/FMVSS 111
Make Model Model Years
ASTON MARTIN DB12 2024-2025
ASTON MARTIN DBX707 2025
ASTON MARTIN VANTAGE 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V002
Manufacturer : Tesla, Inc.
Subject : Rearview Camera Image May Fail/
FMVSS 111
Make Model Model Years
TESLA MODEL 3 2024-2025
TESLA MODEL S 2024-2025
TESLA MODEL X 2023-2025
TESLA MODEL Y 2023-2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V003
Manufacturer : Blue Bird Body Company
Subject : Reversed High/Low Beam Head-
light Wiring/FMVSS 108
Make Model Model Years
BLUE BIRD ALL AMERICAN 2024-2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V004
Manufacturer : Blue Bird Body Company
Subject : Reversed High/Low Beam Head-
light Wiring/FMVSS 108
Make Model Model Years
BLUE BIRD ALL AMERICAN 2025
What is a recall?
When a manufacturer or the National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration (NHTSA) determines that 
a vehicle creates an unreasonable risk to safety or 
fails to meet minimum safety standards, the manu-
facturer is required to fix that vehicle at no cost to 
the owner. That can be done by repairing it, replac-

ing it, offering a refund (for equipment) or, in rare 
cases, repurchasing the car.

What should I do if my vehicle is included in this 
recall?
If your vehicle is included in this recall, it is very im-
portant that you get it fixed as soon as possible given 
the potential danger to you and your passengers if it 
is not addressed. You should receive a separate letter 
in the mail from the vehicle manufacturer, notifying 
you of the recall and explaining when the remedy 
will be available, whom to contact to repair your ve-
hicle, and to remind you that the repair will be done 
at no charge to you. If you believe your vehicle is 
included in the recall, but you do not receive a letter 
in the mail from the vehicle manufacturer, please call 
NHTSA’s Vehicle Safety Hotline at 1-888-327-4236, 
or contact your vehicle manufacturer or dealership.

Thank you for your attention to this important safety 
matter and for your commitment to helping save 
lives on America’s roadways.
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 24V937
Manufacturer : General Motors, LLC
Subject : Insufficient Pedestrian Warning 
Sound/FMVSS 141
Make Model Model Years
CHEVROLET SILVERADO EV 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 24V940
Manufacturer : Polestar Automotive USA, Inc.
Subject : Unexpected Loss of Drive Power
Make Model Model Years
POLESTAR POLESTAR 3 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 24V947
Manufacturer : Jaguar Land Rover North America, 
LLC
Subject : Rearview Camera Image May Not 
Display
Make Model Model Years
LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER 2022-2023
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 24V950
Manufacturer : Honda (American Honda Motor 
Co.)
Subject : Fuel Tank and Filler Neck Improp-
erly Welded
Make Model Model Years
ACURA TLX 2021-2023
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 24V951
Manufacturer : Ford Motor Company
Subject : Rearview Camera Image May Not 
Display
Make Model Model Years
FORD FIESTA 2019
FORD FLEX 2019
LINCOLN MKT 2019
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 24V952
Manufacturer : Altec Industries, Inc.
Subject : Front Axle Load May Fail
Make Model Model Years
ALTEC AT200A 2017-2024
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 24V953
Manufacturer : Ford Motor Company

Subject : Power Windows May Pinch/FMVSS 
118
Make Model Model Years
LINCOLN NAUTILUS 2024-2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 24V954
Manufacturer : Ford Motor Company
Subject : High Voltage Battery May Short 
Circuit
Make Model Model Years
FORD ESCAPE 2020-2024
LINCOLN CORSAIR 2021-2024
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 24V957
Manufacturer : Ford Motor Company
Subject : High Pressure Fuel Pump May Fail
Make Model Model Years
FORD F-250 SD 2020-2022
FORD F-350 SD 2020-2022
FORD F-450 SD 2020-2022
FORD F-550 SD 2020-2022
FORD F-600 SD 2020-2022
FORD F-650 2021-2022
FORD F-750 2021-2022
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 24V959
Manufacturer : Gillig, LLC
Subject : HV Air Compressor Is Not On Pro-
tective HVIL Loop
Make Model Model Years
GILLIG LOW FLOOR 2023-2024
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 24V960
Manufacturer : Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC
Subject : Mounting Brackets May Damage 
Air Bag FMVSS/214/226
Make Model Model Years
MERCEDES-BENZ EQS 450+ 2023
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 24V963
Manufacturer : Orange EV
Subject : Beavertail Frame Obstructs Reverse 
Lights/FMVSS108
Make Model Model Years
ORANGE EV E-TRIEVER 2023-2024
ORANGE EV T-SERIES ELECTRIC TRUCK 
2022-2023
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 24V964
Manufacturer : Orange EV
Subject : Frame Extenders Obstruct Rear 
Lights/FMVSS 108
Make Model Model Years
ORANGE EV E-TRIEVER 2023-2024
ORANGE EV HUSK-E 2023-2024
ORANGE EV T-SERIES ELECTRIC TRUCK 
2021-2023
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 24V965
Manufacturer : Orange EV
Subject : Missing Front Marker Light Reflec-
tors/FMVSS 108
Make Model Model Years
ORANGE EV E-TRIEVER 2023-2025
ORANGE EV HUSK-E 2023-2024
ORANGE EV T-SERIES ELECTRIC TRUCK 
2017-2024
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17 Interesting Facts You May Not Know About 
Germany

1. Germany is the most populous country in the European Union, with 
over 83 million residents.  
2. Berlin, the capital, is nine times larger than Paris and has more bridges 
than Venice.  
3. Germany is home to the world’s largest beer festival, Oktoberfest, held 
annually in Munich.  
4. The country is renowned for its contributions to classical music, being 
the birthplace of composers like Beethoven, Bach, and Brahms.  
5. Germany is known for its extensive autobahn network, with stretches 
having no speed limit.  
6. The Berlin Wall, which once divided East and West Germany, stood 
for 28 years and was demolished in 1989.  
7. Germany has over 1,500 varieties of sausages, with bratwurst and cur-
rywurst being particularly popular.  
8. The Neuschwanstein Castle in Bavaria served as an inspiration for 
Disney’s Sleeping Beauty Castle.  
9. German is the most widely spoken native language in Europe and is 

known for its long compound words like “Rindfleischetikettierungsüber-
wachungsaufgabenübertragungsgesetz.”  
10. Germany has a rich history of innovation, being the birthplace of the 
printing press, invented by Johannes Gutenberg in the 15th century.  
11. The country is one of the world’s leading car manufacturers, with 
brands like BMW, Mercedes-Benz, Audi, and Volkswagen.  
12. Germany is home to more than 20,000 castles, reflecting its medieval 
history.  
13. The Black Forest in southwestern Germany inspired the Brothers 
Grimm fairy tales.  
14. Germans are known for their recycling efforts, with one of the high-
est recycling rates in the world.  
15. The country is a federal republic, consisting of 16 states, known as 
Bundesländer.  
16. Germany has a strong tradition of Christmas markets, with Nurem-
berg and Dresden hosting some of the oldest and most famous ones.  
17. It is a member of the Schengen Area, allowing for borderless travel 
between many European countries.

Dubai is building the world’s largest airport, Al Maktoum International 
Airport, also known as Dubai World Central (DWC), with an estimated 
investment of $35 billion. Spanning approximately 27 square miles, the 
airport will be five times larger than the current Dubai International 
Airport (DXB). Once fully operational, it is designed to handle up to 
260 million passengers and 13 million tons of cargo annually, solidify-
ing Dubai’s position as a global aviation hub. The airport will feature five 
parallel runways and four terminals with 400 gates, ensuring seamless 
operations and efficient passenger management. The first phase, expected 
to be completed within the next decade, will increase capacity to 150 mil-
lion passengers annually, with full completion slated for 2030, at which 
point all operations from DXB will transition to DWC. This project is a 
key component of Dubai’s D33 economic agenda, aiming to boost tour-

ism, enhance its 
global logistics net-
work, and support 
urban development, 
including plans for 
a new city to house 
one million people. 
Designed by Leslie 
Jones Architecture, 
the airport will 
incorporate state-
of-the-art technol-
ogy to deliver an 
unmatched travel 
experience.
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A Tribute to Dr. Khadija Mushtaq
A Tribute to Dr. Khadija Mushtaq (Late): A 
Visionary Leader and a Beacon of Excellence in 
Education
It is with profound sorrow that we announce 
the passing of Ma’am Khadija Mushtaq, the 
esteemed Chief Executive Officer of Roots IVY 
International Schools and Colleges. An era in 
Pakistan’s educational history comes to an end 
with her departure on January 14, 2025, leaving 
behind a monumental and irreplaceable legacy.

A Trailblazer in Education
Khadija Mushtaq, who was born on August 
23, 1974, had a life-changing and inspirational 
educational path. She graduated with a Master 
of Economics from Quaid-i-Azam University 
with a focus on monetary policy and develop-
ment studies, giving her the skills and insight 
to completely transform Pakistan’s educational 
system.

Ma’am Khadija started out as a teacher and soon 
made a name for herself as an ardent supporter 
of education. She became the CEO of Roots IVY 
International as a result of her commitment and 
creative thinking. Under her direction, Roots 
IVY grew in influence and scope and estab-
lished itself as a premier private school that 
complies with global standards. She had a key 
role in the establishment and administration of 
IVY’s University of London International Pro-
gramme, which gave Pakistani students access 
to top-notch instruction.

Honors and Recognitions
Ma’am Khadija was greatly praised for her good 
work, and along with that, a few awards were 
also given to her. In 2010, she was awarded the 
Tamgha-e-Imtiaz (Medal of Distinction) by 
the President of Pakistan, becoming the young-
est educationist to receive the prestigious award.

In 2009, she was also awarded the prestigious 
Yale Educator Award for her commitment to 

educational excellence and not to mention, she 
was awarded the Best Counsellor Award in 
2010 from Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy (MIT)

In 2017, BPP University in the UK conferred 
upon her an honorary doctorate degree in busi-
ness, recognising her as a pioneer innovator of 
global education and international university 
linkages.

Empowering Women and Youth
In addition to her administrative responsibili-
ties, Ma’am Khadija was a strong supporter of 
youth development and women’s empowerment. 
She worked relentlessly to advance education 
and opportunity for young girls through her in-
volvement with a number of non-governmental 
groups, such as the “Liberating the Girl Child 
Foundation.”

Her efforts were recognised when she received 
the ‘Best Woman Entrepreneur Award’ in 2012, 

presented by Punjab Chief Minister Mian Mu-
hammad Shahbaz Sharif.

A Personal Touch
Ma’am Khadija is remembered as an inspira-
tional leader and mentor to those who had the 
opportunity to know her. Her investment in 
each of her students and her devotion to excel-
lence nudged innumerable young minds toward 
a healthy, prosperous, and wise future. More 
than just an administrator, she was a beacon 
of hope and a role model for women across 
Pakistan.

A Lasting Legacy
Under Ma’am Khadija’s inspiring direction, 
Roots IVY International Schools and Colleges 
became known for their high-calibre instruction 
and all-around growth. Her focus on multidis-
ciplinary education and extracurricular activi-
ties developed brilliant brains and advanced the 
next generation of leaders. The achievements of 
her students and the significant influence she 
had on Pakistan’s educational system bear wit-
ness to her legacy.

In Memoriam
We honour Dr. Khadija Mushtaq’s life and the 
lasting impact she had on Pakistani education 
even as we grieve her passing. Her innova-
tive spirit, fervor and unwavering dedication 
to uplifting the women and youth of Pakistan 
will serve as a beacon of inspiration to future 
generations. She is a true legend and her contri-
butions to education are priceless, and she will 
always represent a light for anyone wishing to 
change the education game.

Her energetic aura and positivity are truly ir-
replaceable. Our thoughts and prayers are with 
her family, friends, colleagues, and the countless 
students whose lives she touched. May her soul 
rest in eternal peace.



FEBRUARY 2025                                         PAGE 26

 
                        IN

T
E

R
N

A
T

IO
N

A
L

 P
A

G
E

S
  

         
IN

T
E

R
N

A
T

IO
N

A
L

 P
A

G
E

S

two types of plumbing traps: 
the S-trap and the P-trap. These traps are essential components 
of drain systems, designed to prevent sewer gases from entering 
buildings.
S-Trap (Left Side):
Shape: Resembles the letter “S” laid on its side.
Function: It holds water to create a seal, blocking sewer gases.
Problem: Prone to siphonage. When a large volume of water 
drains quickly, it can create a suction that pulls the water out of 
the trap, breaking the seal and allowing sewer gases to enter.
P-Trap (Right Side):
Shape: Resembles the letter “P” laid on its side. It includes a 
horizontal section (the trap arm) that connects to the vent sys-
tem.
Function: Like the S-trap, it holds water to create a seal.
Advantage: The addition of the trap arm and vent prevents 
siphonage. The vent allows air to enter the drainpipe, equalizing 
the pressure and preventing the suction that empties the trap.
Key Difference and Why it Matters:
The crucial difference is the venting. The P-trap is designed to 
work in conjunction with a vent system, while the S-trap is not. 
The vent prevents negative pressure (siphonage) that can empty 
the trap seal in an S-trap.
Why P-Traps are Preferred (and Code-Required in Most Plac-
es):
S-traps are largely obsolete and are not allowed by modern 
plumbing codes in most areas. The reason is their susceptibility 
to siphonage. When the water seal is lost, sewer gases contain-
ing methane and other potentially harmful substances can en-
ter the building, creating unpleasant odors and health hazards.
In summary, the image effectively illustrates the key differ-
ence between S-traps and P-traps. The P-trap, with its venting 
system, is the standard because it reliably prevents sewer gases 
from entering buildings by maintaining a consistent water seal. 
The S-trap is prone to siphonage and is therefore considered an 
outdated and undesirable design.

Archimedes
“Don’t step on the symbols!”....last words of Archimedes.
Archimedes, a renowned mathematician and scientist, met a tragic end 
at the hands of a Roman soldier during the siege of Syracuse (214-212 
BC). 
Despite explicit orders to spare his life, the soldier, driven by a desire to 
plunder the defeated city, ended the life of one of the greatest minds of 
ancient times. 
Archimedes’ final moments were spent drawing mathematical figures in 
the sand, and his last words were reportedly “Don’t step on the sym-
bols!”
Archimedes’ legacy is a testament to his groundbreaking contributions 
to science and mathematics. 
He is famous for his “Eureka!” moment, where he discovered the prin-
ciple of buoyancy while taking a bath. 
His work in geometry, calculus, and hydrostatics laid the foundations 
for theories developed centuries later. 
The Archimedes Screw, a device used to raise water, is still employed in 
modern irrigation systems. 
His innovative spirit and love of knowledge have inspired generations of 
scientists and mathematicians.
The death of Archimedes marked a significant shift in the Mediterra-
nean world. 
The practical and technical Romans, who lacked the Greeks’ love of 
abstract science, replaced the Hellenes as leaders. 
As Alfred North Whitehead noted, “no Roman lost his life by being 
absorbed in the contemplation of a mathematical diagram.” 
This change in leadership signaled a new era, where practicality and 
pragmatism took precedence over intellectual curiosity and exploration.
Despite his untimely death, Archimedes’ genius has endured, inspiring 
countless individuals to pursue careers in science, mathematics, and 
engineering. 
His legacy serves as a reminder of the importance of curiosity, creativ-
ity, and a love of knowledge. 
As we continue to build upon the foundations laid by Archimedes, we 
honor his memory and celebrate the profound impact he has had on 
human understanding and progress.
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RECIPES
Chicken Karahi Recipe

Ingredients
1/4 cup oil (corn, vegetable, canola, sunflower, 
grapeseed etc)
2 lb boneless, skinless chicken thighs cut into 
bite-sized pieces
1 head of garlic, cloves peeled and roughly 
chopped
2 Tbs minced ginger
2-4 serrano chilies cut in half
1 Tbs ground coriander
1 1/2 tsp ground cumin
1-2 tsp ground chili powder
1 tsp garam masala
1 tsp fresh ground black pepper or crushed 
peppercorns
1 tsp table salt
42 oz diced tomatoes
1 cup heavy cream (may substitute full fat yo-
gurt)
salt to taste
Garnish
scallions

fresh chili slices 
(hot or mild, your 
choice)
fresh ginger sliced 
into thin match-
sticks
cilantro
lemon wedges on 
the side
Instructions
In a large dutch 
oven add oil and 
heat over medi-
um-high heat.
Add chicken and 
stir occasionally. 
Cook for 5 min-
utes.
Add garlic, ginger, chilies. Stir constantly and 
cook for one minutes.
Add the spices and 1 tsp salt, continue stirring, 
cook for 30 seconds.

Add tomatoes including 
the tomato juice in the 
pan and stir. Reduce heat 
to medium-low, cover 

and cook for 20 minutes, stirring occasionally.
Uncover, stir and simmer for another 5 min-
utes.
Add cream, stir and bring back up to a simmer.
Check for seasoning, add salt as desired.
Serve in wide bowls or on a plate with Naan or 
other flatbread.
Garnish as desired.
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In Switzerland, there’s a movie theater where you can watch films while 
lounging in double beds instead of traditional chairs. This unique setup 
offers a cozy and relaxing movie experience, allowing couples or friends 
to enjoy films in comfort.
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Winter Emergency Kit: What to Have on Hand for an Extended 
Power Outage

Here’s what you need to know to build your 
winter emergency kit.
Essential Supplies
Food and Water
Let’s start with the basics: food and water. Dur-
ing a power outage, your electric stove is out of 
commission, so it’s important to have foods on 
hand that don’t require cooking.
Here are a few essentials to stock up on:
Canned goods like fruits, vegetables, soups, and 
meats
Protein or granola bars for a quick and filling 
snack
Peanut butter and crackers — a simple, shelf-
stable option
Dried fruits and nuts for a nutritious boost
Be sure to have a manual can opener on hand 
— you’ll thank yourself when it’s time to open 
that can of soup! Foil pouches of tuna or cans 
with pull tabs can also be helpful to stock up on.
When it comes to water, plan for at least one 
gallon per person per day for three days. This 
ensures everyone stays hydrated and you have 
enough for basic needs like drinking and pre-
paring simple meals.
Warmth
Staying warm is crucial when the heat goes 
out. Without a working heating system, tem-
peratures inside your home can drop quickly, 
putting you at risk of hypothermia, especially 
during prolonged outages. Being prepared with 
the right items can make all the difference in 
keeping you and your family safe and comfort-
able. Here’s what to include in your kit:
Extra blankets and sleeping bags: Stock up on 
heavy-duty blankets and insulated sleeping bags 
designed for cold weather. Layering these can 
help trap body heat, especially if you’re sleeping 
in a group. Emergency mylar blankets are an-
other great addition — they’re compact, afford-
able, and incredibly effective at reflecting heat.
Warm clothing layers: Dress in layers to retain 
body heat, starting with thermal underwear as 
your base layer. Add sweaters, hoodies, or fleece 
pullovers, and top it off with a winter coat if 
needed. Layering helps trap heat between each 
layer, providing insulation and flexibility as 
temperatures fluctuate.
Hats, gloves, and thick socks: Remember, most 
body heat is lost through your head and ex-
tremities, so don’t skimp on these essentials. 
Choose insulated or wool hats, gloves, and 
socks for maximum warmth. If you have finger-
less gloves, they can also help keep your hands 
warm while allowing for better dexterity during 
tasks.
Hand and foot warmers: These small but pow-
erful heat packs can make a huge difference 
when temperatures drop. They’re easy to ac-
tivate and can be tucked into gloves, socks, or 
pockets for extra warmth. Look for reusable or 
long-lasting options to stretch your supply dur-

ing an extended outage.
Layered sleeping arrangements: If you’re shar-
ing a room with family, consider huddling 
together in one room to conserve heat. Close 
off unused rooms, and use towels or blankets 
to seal gaps under doors to keep the warmth 
contained.
Being proactive about warmth isn’t just about 
comfort — it’s about your health and safety. 
Cold temperatures can increase the risk of 
illness, so it’s essential to plan ahead and have 
these items ready before a winter storm hits.
Lighting & Power
When the power goes out and night falls, hav-
ing reliable light sources is essential for safety 
and comfort. A well-lit home helps prevent 
accidents, keeps spirits up, and makes it easier 
to navigate through your space. Here’s what you 
should include in your winter power outage kit:
Flashlights with extra batteries: Flashlights are 
one of the safest and most practical options 
during a power outage. Opt for LED flashlights, 
which last longer and are brighter than tradi-
tional models. Make sure you have extra bat-
teries on hand and store them in a waterproof 
container to keep them functional.
Battery-powered lanterns: These are ideal for 
lighting up larger areas like living rooms or 
kitchens. Lanterns often provide softer, ambient 
light, making them perfect for family gatherings 
or meal preparation. Some models even come 
with rechargeable batteries or USB ports to 
charge small devices.
Candles and matches (use with caution!): 
Candles can create a cozy atmosphere and 
provide a backup light source, but they must be 
used carefully to avoid fire hazards. Place them 
on stable, heat-resistant surfaces and away from 
flammable materials like curtains or blankets. 
If you have children or pets, consider flameless 
LED candles as a safer alternative.
Headlamps: A hands-free option that’s great for 
tasks like cooking, reading, or walking around 
your home in the dark. They’re lightweight, ad-
justable, and an excellent addition to your kit.
Glow sticks: These are a fun and safe option, es-
pecially for kids. They provide light without the 
risk of heat or fire and can last for several hours.
When preparing your kit, remember to check 
all light sources periodically to ensure they’re in 
working condition. Replace batteries as needed 
and consider investing in rechargeable options 
to reduce waste.
Additionally, you’ll want to think about power 
sources for your devices that can keep you con-
nected and alerted.
Charging your essential devices and having 
backup options ready ensures you can com-
municate, receive updates, and access critical 
information. Here’s what you should include in 
your winter power outage kit to keep devices 
charged:

Portable 
phone 
chargers/
power 
banks: 
A fully 
charged 
power 
bank 
can be a 
lifesaver 
when your 
phone bat-
tery runs 
low. Look 
for high-
capacity 
models that can charge your phone multiple 
times or power small devices like tablets. 
Solar-powered or hand-crank power banks are 
excellent options for extended outages, as they 
don’t rely on electricity to recharge. Remember 
to charge your power banks ahead of time and 
store them in your emergency kit.
Hand-crank radio for emergency updates: A 
hand-crank radio is an essential tool for stay-
ing informed during a power outage, especially 
when cell towers are down or internet access is 
unavailable. Many models double as a flashlight 
or even a phone charger, making them versatile 
additions to your kit. Tune in to local emergen-
cy broadcasts or NOAA weather updates to stay 
aware of changing conditions and advisories.
Car chargers: Your vehicle can also serve as a 
backup charging station. Keep a car charger for 
your phone or other devices in your vehicle, 
but be cautious about running the engine for 
extended periods—always ensure the car is in a 
well-ventilated area to prevent carbon monox-
ide buildup.
First Aid and Medications
Be prepared for minor injuries and health 
needs:
First aid kit: Stock up on essentials like adhesive 
bandages, antiseptic wipes, pain relievers, gauze 
pads, and medical tape. Don’t forget items like 
tweezers, scissors, and disposable gloves for 
added versatility.
Prescription medications: Ensure you have at 
least a one-week supply of any necessary pre-
scription medications. If refrigeration is re-
quired, keep an insulated cooler and ice packs 
handy.
Over-the-counter remedies: Prepare for winter 
ailments with cold and flu basics like deconges-
tants, cough syrups, throat lozenges, and elec-
trolyte solutions to stay hydrated.
Medical essentials: If someone in your house-
hold uses devices like inhalers, EpiPens, or 
blood sugar monitors, make sure to have spares 
or backups, along with any required batteries or 
chargers.
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AR Rahman 

AR Rahmanwas single-handedly raised by his mother, 
Kareema Begum, after his father, music composer R O Sekar, passed away 
when Rahman was only nine years old.― 
For five years after his father’s death, his mother rented out his father’s mu-
sical equipment to make a living.―
―
But when she was asked to sell the equipment to make money, she re-
fused, stating that her son would take care of the musical equipment in the 
future.―
“It was my mother who realised my flair in music and nurtured it. She was 
way above me in the way her mind worked and how she took decisions. It 
was her conviction that made me pursue a career in music”, he recalled in 
an interview.―
Interestingly, in another interview, Rahman had talked about how his 
popular song ‘Maa Tujhe Salaam’ was actually written for his mother.―
“I had this in my mind on how to crack it because I was very objective 
about it, thinking whether it will work or not. So, I was like, let’s do it as a 
personal song — like singing a song for one’s mother. That’s how it was cre-
ated,” Rahman had shared.―
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Juhi Chawla and Jay Mehta

Juhi Chawla and Jay Mehta, both prominent figures in their 
respective fields, represent a fascinating blend of glamour and 
business expertise. Juhi, an iconic actress and former Miss In-
dia, gained fame in the late 1980s and 1990s with her infectious 
charm and perfect comic timing. Known for her roles in be-
loved films like Qayamat Se Qayamat Tak and Hum Hain Rahi 
Pyar Ke, she captivated audiences across generations. Beyond 
acting, Juhi ventured into film production with her company 
Dreamz Unlimited and co-owns the IPL team Kolkata Knight 
Riders alongside her husband. Her passion for cinema is 
matched by her commitment to philanthropy, showing that her 
career extends beyond the silver screen.
On the other hand, Jay Mehta embodies the entrepreneurial 
spirit of modern India. As the chairman of the Mehta Group, 
he transformed a struggling family business into a thriving 
conglomerate with interests in cement, engineering, and more. 
Educated at prestigious institutions like Columbia University 
and IMD in Switzerland, Jay’s strategic vision has been crucial 
in guiding the Mehta Group towards profitability and innova-
tion. His co-ownership of the Kolkata Knight Riders connects 
him to the entertainment world through his marriage to Juhi 
and highlights his ability to blend business with passion. To-
gether, they make a dynamic duo, bridging the worlds of film 
and business, each contributing uniquely to their shared legacy

Archana Puran Singh and Parmeet Sethi are one of the most loved cou-
ples in the entertainment world. Married on June 30, 1992, they have two 
sons, Aryamann and Ayushmaan. Parmeet made a memorable debut in 
Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge (1995) as Kuljeet and went on to act in films 
like Diljale and the award-winning Punjabi film Des Hoyaa Pardes. He 
also directed the successful film Badmaash Company (2010) and worked 
on popular TV shows like Sumit Sambhal Lega and Har Mard Ka Dard.
Archana started her career with Jalwa (1987) and became a household 
name with her roles in films like Kuch Kuch Hota Hai and Mohabbatein. 
She is best known for her comedy and judging shows like Comedy Circus 
and The Kapil Sharma Show. Together, Archana and Parmeet have carved 
a special place in the hearts of audiences with their talent and strong 
bond.

An absolute honour to call on HE Gen Joseph Aoun, President of Re-
public of Lebanon; handing over the congratulatory letter from Hon’ble 
Rashtrapati ji Smt Droupadi Murmu and conveying the hope of further 
strengthening of bilateral ties between India and Lebanon.
Noor Rahman Shaik
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SYED ABID ALI’S GRAND DEBUT 
AGAINST THE AUSSIES

Syed Abid Ali was one of Hyderabad’s lead-
ing cricketers of the 1960s. He studied in St. 
George’s Grammar School and then in All Saints 
HS. His cricketing talent enabled him to be se-
lected for the Hyderabad schools team in 1956. 
 
He was a versatile player who could fit himself 
into any role. He could open the batting as well 
as the bowling. As a fielder he was one of the 
best in India.  
 
When he was 26, the Indian selectors decided 
that he could be the answer to India’s bowling 
woes and decided to send him to the tour of 
Australia and New Zealand in 1967. As soon as 
the tour began, Abid Ali was thrown into battle. 
He realised that he would have to prove himself 
against a strong Australian batting line up. If 
he failed, he could be forgotten for a long time 
thereafter. 
 
The Indian bowlers were up against one of the 
world’s best opening pairs, namely Aussie cap-
tain Bob Simpson and his deputy Bill Lawry. 
 
As expected, India’s new ball bowlers had no ef-
fect on the seasoned Australian openers and the 
ball was handed over to the first change bowler 
who was Abid Ali. Initially Abid struggled to 
find the right line and length but once he did, he 
knew exactly what he had to do. 
 
With a superbly pitched outswinger he got Bull 
Lawry to edge the ball into the gloves of wicket-
keeper Farokh Engineer. The first Aussie had 
gone. Many more were to follow. 
 
Abid’s next victim was the skipper himself. 
Simpson spooned a cleverly disguised slower 
delivery back into the hands of Abid who glee-
fully accepted the catch in his follow through.  
 
Thereafter Paul Sheahan (who was also mak-
ing his debut in this match) and Bob Cowper 
came together to add 118 runs. This time it was 
the wily off spinner EAS Prasanna who came to 
India’s rescue. He trapped Sheahan leg before 
and then dismissed Ian Redpath and Ian Chap-
pell cheaply.  
 
Those breakthroughs inspired Abid Ali to find 
his rhythm once again and he dismissed three 
more Aussies including Bob Cowper. Abid 
finished with a haul of six wickets for 55 runs off 
17 overs. It was the best bowling performance 
seen from any Indian debutant at that time. 
 
Abid Ali went on to play an important role for 
India on many occasions. He helped India to 
record its first ever series win in the West Indies 
in 1971 and later he was also there to guide 
India to a similar victory over England. 
 

There were few cricketers who could match 
Abid Ali’s ability to work hard. Later in life 
when he became a coach he instilled the same 
discipline and values in his wards.  
 
~ Sports Columnist Abhijit Sen Gupta
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Good morning to all,
We, as part of the core team of Boys Town, have 
been participating in the Alumni Hyderabad Prov-
ince Meet that is conducted every year since 2023 at 
different schools.
1st year  (2023) - St Johns Gannavaram (Vijayawa-
da), 2nd year (2024) - St Pauls High School (Hyder-
abad), 3rd Year (2025) - N St Matthews Patamatta 
(Vijayawada).
The alumni meet is similar to the montfort games 
that we used to participate during our school days...
Our Provincial Head Rev, Brother Shine Alex has 
initiated the alumni province meet where in all the 
19 schools participate every year and showcase how 
many alumni students have gathered/registered, 
what all social/community services have been orga-
nized, how we have contributed to the betterment of 
the society and less privileged.
I take pride and honor in sharing the fact that 
though we took time to register BOYS TOWN 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, 1st year of officially reg-
istering and showcasing all the services, we as BTAA 
have come unitedly forward as a family in contrib-
uting/participating and making a difference in the 
community by conducting Blood Camp, Sapling 
plantation, 3km Drug awareness walk, Silver Jubilee 
reunion and the winter essentials drive by distribut-
ing blankets, sarees, shawls and food packets to the 

needy directly in the Govt Maternity Hospital.
All the alumni’s and Brothers of different schools 
have individually & immensely appreciated the 
efforts and services BTAA has rendered 
for the betterment of society, it is sim-
ply because we as a team have planned, 
participated & executed it with the right 
sense and like mindedness. Sharing a few 
glimpses that were captured at the Alumni 
Province Meet held at NSM Vijayawada.
We whole heartedly thank our Director 
Bro Yesu Prabharan, Principal & Chair-
man BTAA Bro ShowReddy, BTAA core 
team and BTAA committee for all the love 
& support ――― because of which we have
been selected to host the 4th Hyderabad 
Alumni Province meet at Boys Town High 
School which will be held in Jan’26 which 
needs a lot of planning, support, participa-
tion and finances.
We are looking forward to a fresh start of 
community service, sapling plantation and 
fun activities as we entered 2025...
Thanking one and all ―
Regards,
Christopher James
Working President
BTAA

On behalf of the BTAA team, Kantha Teachers’ 84th birthday was 
celebrated. She is retired teacher from St. Mark’s Boys Town, Jahanuma

Azeem A. Quadeer, CEO Asia Times greeting Alijanab Siddiq Sahab, of 
Masjid Alauddin in Moghalpura, Hyderabad
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ARNA GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
SHINES IN HEF 
COMPETITION

Arna Grammar School students bagged First Prize in Serat and Quar-
nic Excellence Award conducted by Hyderabad Educational Foundation 
(HEF).  Around Forty contested Schools, Twenty schools were nominated 
for the final round.  The Annual Day Programme was held on 07 January 
2025 at Urdu Maskan Auditorium, Khilwat, Hyderabad but due to incon-
venience and shortfall of time, the remaining programme was later con-
ducted and the results of the competition was declared on 25 January 2025.

Hyderabad Educational Foundation (Regd) established in the year 2017 
is a NGO working towards the betterment of the society. Mr. Mohammed 
Baquer Trustee and Managing Director of the foundation states the every 
year we are providing a teacher to recognized schools in Hyderabad so that 
a trained teacher can boost the performance of the children. This learning 
process enhances their confidence level which also encourages them to get 
good results in their academics.

Students of Arna Grammar School shine’s at the award ceremony with 
their dedicated hardwork and efforts. Arna Grammar School situated at 
Hafiz Baba Nagar, Chandrayangutta, Hyderabad is a budget private school 
which benefited under privileged families running through three decades established in the year 1992. “The school aims to see all the sincere students 
rising to their goals despite of financial issues and hurdles faced earlier where due to lack of resources talented students did not got a chance to move 
ahead in the academics –Dr Ashham Arqum (Correspondent Arna Grammar School)”.
Mir Mohsin Ali
In Photo – Left to Right Mohd Altaf (Coordinator) Moulana Mohammed Parvez, MD & Trustee HEF Mr. Mohammmed Baquer along with Arna 
Grammar School students Hajera, Umaima Bin Hassan , Zainab Taj, Mona Bin Ahmed, Abdul Rahman, Mustafa, Maria Farooq.
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On the lighter side....
Seven-year-old John had finished his summer vacation 
and gone back to school. Two days later his teacher 
phone his mother to tell her that John was misbehaving.

“Wait a minute,” said the mother. “I had John here for 
two months and I never called you once when he mis-
behaved.”
-------------------------------------------------------------
----
I got fired from my job as a taxi driver...

It turns out my customers didn’t like it when I tried to 
go the extra mile.
--------------------------------------------------------------
Two friends were chatting. “I’ve just bought a pig!” said 
the first.
“But where will you keep it?” asked the second. “Your 
yard’s much too small for a pig!”
“I’m going to keep it under my bed,” replied the first.
“But what about the smell?”
“He’ll soon get used to that.”
------------------------------------------------------------
I went to a restaurant. It was full. There was no place to sit 
and the wait was over thirty minutes.
I took out my cell phone, placed it to my ear, and said 
loudly, “Hey, get over here! She’s here with someone else!”
Six couples got up and quickly left.
-------------------------------------------------------------
What do you call a charitable person in Portland?

An Oregon donor!
------------------------------------------------------------
An elderly woman decided to prepare her will and told 
her preacher she had two final requests.
First, she wanted to be cremated. Second, she wanted her 
ashes scattered over Walmart.
“Walmart?” the preacher exclaimed. “Why Walmart?”
“Then I’ll be sure my daughters will visit me twice a 
week.”
-------------------------------------------------------------

Iasked my daughter if she’d seen my newspaper.
She told me that newspapers are old school.
She said that people use tablets nowadays and handed me 
her iPad.
The fly didn’t stand a chance.
-------------------------------------------------------------
During the final exam, the professor noticed that Billy 
Walters kept looking at his hand before writing down an 
answer on his test. This went on throughout the entire 
exam, leaving the professor no other choice than to inter-
rogate the student’s test-taking habit.
“Mr. Walters,” the professor began. “Is there something 
interesting written on your palm?”
“Not at all,” Billy replied. “It’s all pretty boring.”
--------------------------------------------------------------
Tax collector: “It is your duty as a citizen to pay taxes, and 
we expect you to pay them with a smile.”

Taxpayer (grinning widely): “Wonderful! I thought you 
expected me to pay them with cash!”
-----------------------------------------------------------
“The letter ‘W’ is the most dangerous alphabet in the 
world. Because all worries start with ‘W’.... Who, Why, 
What, When, Which, Whom, Where, War, Wine, Whisky, 
and Wealth.”
“You’re forgetting one.”
“Really? Which one?”
“Wife!”

--------------------------------------------------------------
As I drove into a parking lot, I noticed that a pickup truck 
with a dog sitting behind the wheel was rolling toward a 
female pedestrian. She seemed oblivious, so I hit my horn 
to get her attention.
She looked up just in time to jump out of the way of the 
truck’s path, and the vehicle bumped harmlessly into the 
curb and stopped. I rushed to the woman’s side to see if 
she was all right.

“I’m fine,” she assured me,”but I hate to think what could-
have happened to me if that dog hadn’t honked.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------
Why did the triangle refuse to be friends with the circle?
It found the circle pointless.
------------------------------------------------------------
Why didn’t the frog sit on the toadstool?
Because there wasn’t mushroom.

-------------------------------------------------------------
“If you had one dollar and you asked your father for an-
other, how many dollars would you have?”
“One dollar.”
“You don’t know your arithmetic.”
“You don’t know my father!”
--------------------------------------------------------------
The teacher asked her student to write on the chalkboard 
the number 55. The student asked, “How do I do that?”
 Teacher replied, “Write down the number 5, and beside it 
add another 5.”
 The student wrote one 5 and stopped. The teacher in-
quired, “What’s wrong?”
“I don’t know which side to write the other 5?”
------------------------------------------------------------
Doctor: “I’ve found a great new drug that can help you 
with your sleeping problem.”

Patient: “Great, how often do I have to take it?”

Doctor: “Every two hours.”


