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WELCOME 
We welcome you to Mt. Hermon Lutheran Church! 

If you are worshipping with us for the first time, WELCOME. 
If you are worshipping again, WELCOME BACK. 

Worship is much more joyful when we add our voices to offer praise and thanksgiving. 
If you need anything, just ask one of the ushers or greeters. If you would like to discuss 

discipleship at Mt. Hermon, 
 Pastor Gina would love to speak with you! 

 
Again welcome… 

 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please see the Community Announcements in the back section of the bulletin. 
Please note that all the congregation responses are printed in Bold and Italics. 
 

We leave all that which might be a distraction from worship at the 
doors this day and we prepare our hearts for worship. 
Peace be with you.  And also with you.  

 
PRELUDE      Medley 

Roof 

 
THE GATHERING 

 
We stand and face the baptismal font.  

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! Amen. 
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We turn to the doors of the sanctuary. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
As broken children, we begin worship by acknowledging our sinfulness and asking for God’s 
forgiveness. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is,  
and who is to come. You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, 
roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us  
Blessed are you.  
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our 
journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and 
resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you.   
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you.   
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels, 
giving you honor and praise, now and forever.  
Amen. 
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Please turn to the altar as the cross passes your pew. 

HYMN        Open Our Eyes Lord 
 Cull/CCLI #1572 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
We pray together. 
O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the 
breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see 
him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 
We sit. 

 
THE WORD 

ACTS 2:14a,36-41 
A reading from Acts. 
14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and 
addressed [the crowd]: 36 “Therefore let the entire house of Israel 
know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, 
this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
  37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said 
to Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we 
do?” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is 
for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone 
whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 40 And he testified with many 
other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from 
this corrupt generation.” 41 So those who welcomed his message 
were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were 
added. 
 
Word of God, teaching us the way.  
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 116 1:1-4,12-19 
We read responsively.         
1 I love the Lord, who has heard my voice, 
and listened to my supplication,  
 2 for the Lord has given ear to me 
 whenever I called.  
3 The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came 
upon me; I came to grief and sorrow.  
 4 Then I called upon the name of the Lord: 
 “O Lord, I pray you, save my life.” 
12 How shall I repay the Lord 
for all the good things God has done for me?  
 13 I will life the cup of salvation 
 and call on the name of the Lord.  
14 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord 
in the presence of all God’s people.  
 15 Precious in your sight, O Lord, 
 is the death of your servants.  
16 O Lord, truly I am your servant; 
I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me 
from my bonds.  
 17 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
 and call upon the name of the Lord.  
18 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord 
in the presence of all God’s people, 
 19 in the courts of the Lord’s house,  
 in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!    
 
1 PETER 1:17-23 
A reading from 1st Peter. 
17 If you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according 
to each person’s work, live in fear during the time of your 
exile. 18 You know that you were ransomed from the futile conduct 
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inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver 
or gold 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb 
without defect or blemish. 20 He was destined before the foundation 
of the world but was revealed at the end of the ages for your 
sake. 21 Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him 
from the dead and gave him glory, so that your trust and hope are 
in God. 
  22 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to 
the truth so that you have genuine mutual affection, love one 
another deeply from the heart. 23 You have been born anew, not of 
perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring 
word of God. 
 
Word of God, teaching us the way.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION              Seek Ye First 

          Lafferty/CCLI #1352 
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HOLY GOSPEL:  Luke 24:13-35 

The holy gospel according to St. Luke the 24th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13 Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village 
called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking 
with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While 
they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went 
with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And 
he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while 
you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, 
whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only 
stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken 
place there in these days?” 19 He asked them, “What things?” They 
replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet 
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and 
how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 
condemned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he 
was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the 
third day since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some women 
of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this 
morning, 23 and when they did not find his body there they came 
back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who 
said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to 
the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not 
see him.” 25 Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and 
how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these 
things and then enter into his glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses 
and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself 
in all the scriptures. 
  28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he 
walked ahead as if he were going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, 
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saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is 
now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was 
at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and 
gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they 
recognized him, and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to 
each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was 
talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to 
us?” 33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and 
they found the eleven and their companions gathered 
together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he 
has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on 
the road and how he had been made known to them in the 
breaking of the bread. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
We sit. 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  close your eyes 
 
PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
Please pray with me the prayer of preparation. 
Holy God, you have a word for me today.  Make my heart soft 
and plant your word in me in order that it may bear fruit in your 
kingdom.  Amen. 
 
SERMON  eyes wide open 
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We stand. 

HYMN              Open Your Ears, O Faithful People 

Jabusch/CCLI #53836 
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APOSTLES’ CREED   
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ 
Creed. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem 
our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 
Sing prayerfully. 

RESPONSE Hear the Prayers of Our Hearts
 Price 
 

Hear the prayers of our hearts, O Lord, our God. 
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God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the 
good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our 
risen Savior. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you.  

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, 
and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

We sit. 

OFFERING 
We give our monetary offering to support Christ’s mission in this place and around the world in gratitude of 
God’s amazing grace. You may contribute any time by visiting www.WeAreMtHermon.org and click on “On-
line Giving.”  Thank you for your gifts and your stewardship.  Friendship pads have returned to the pews.  
Please take a moment to sign the forms so that we may get to know our neighbors and we will also have a 
record of your communing. 

 
ANTHEM Just a Closer Walk with Thee 

North American Traditional/CCLI #28263 

 
We stand.    

OFFERTORY                                 Great Is the Lord  
         Smith/CCLI #1149
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OFFERING PRAYER 
We give thanks for these gifts and we pray together. 
Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
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Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

THE MEAL 
Christ is truly present in the most ordinary and unexpected of places.  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people 
to cleanse their hearts and prepare for the paschal feast, that, 
renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your 
grace. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed… 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from 
death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
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O God of resurrection and new life:  
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and 
wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.  
Come, Holy Spirit.  
 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, 
and love.  Come, Holy Spirit.  
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all 
its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, blessed 
and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
We sit. 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
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COMMUNION  
Please come forward using the side aisles to receive communion. You will receive the bread and then you may 
dip in the first chalice of wine, or in the second challis of grape juice. You may then return to your pews using 
the center aisle. Please return to your pews for a time of quiet prayer and meditation.  If this is the first Sunday 
of the month, we also offer communion at the rail.  On this Sunday, you may continue through the side doors, 
and an usher will guide you to the altar to receive communion. 

 
MUSIC  Medley 

Roof 

 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

May the Body and Blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you and keep you in His grace.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We pray together. 
Holy One, 
through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. 
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 
to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

THE SENDING 
BLESSING  
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 
  bless you now and forever. Amen 
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HYMN                                             Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen 
Brokering, Johnson/CCLI #7103392 
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As the cross passes your pew, turn and face the entrance of the sanctuary. 

SENDING     The Blessing 
 Brown, Carness, Jobe, Furtick/CCLI #7147007 

 
 
 

SENDING OF GOD'S PEOPLE 
We follow the light of Christ into the world.   
We are God’s people on a mission.  
We have gathered.  We have been fed.  
Now, we go out to make a difference in the world. Amen. 
 

 



20 
 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in 
honor of our 26th wedding anniversary by Jamie and Nancy 
Addison. 
 
Today Mt Hermon 
is hosting a SC 
Synod Assembly 
training and 
information session 
in the Fellowship Hall from 3:00 – 5:00.  This year we will elect a 
new bishop, and the process is complex. We are preparing delegates 
in the SC Synod for the process with a review of the process and the 
vision the Bishop Search Team has presented for electing the next 
Bishop.  If you would like to attend, you are welcome to come and 
see the process and hear the vision for the SC Synod for the next 6 
years. 
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TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

4/12/2026 
9:00 worship 87 + live stream 143 = 230 

Sunday School = 25 
Current & Benevolent Received $3,934.65 

Building Fund Received $1,160.00 

Building Improvement Received $40.00 
 
HONORARIUMS AND MEMORIALS 
 
In memory of James Hallman by Herb Bucknam.  
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Calling all actors, actresses, 
stagehands, and anyone 
interested in 
theater. Mt Hermon is 
forming a Drama team to 
support the ministries of 
our church. There will be 
an organizational meeting 
on Sunday, April 26, 

2026, immediately following Sunday School. There will be 
sandwiches and other refreshments available. This is an open 
invitation for all ages. For additional information, contact Frank 
Bouknight at 803-497-5393 or treasurer@wearemthermon.com.   
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SERVING IN WORSHIP 

 Today Next Sunday 
Ushers: Ricky Bouknight Blake Allen 

 Fran Bouknight Jeff Price 

Crucifer: Chanler Coppens Cameron Bucknam 

Acolyte: Bryson Johnson Chanler Coppens 

Lector: Jamie Addison Diane Boulware 

Communion Assts: Chanler Coppens Cameron Bucknam 
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 Jamie Addison Chanler Coppens 

 Kirby Johnson Diane Boulware 

 Cheri Coppens Parker Boulware 

 Nancy Addison Cheri Coppens 

Audio: Blake Allen Brandon Donaldson 

Video: Breanna Metze Marie Garnder 

Flowers: Addisons Stevens 

 
SERVING IN APRIL  
LOCK UP: Fran Bouknight     
ALTAR GUILD: Jennifer Price, Angie Hydrick 
TABULATORS: Diane Boulware, Annette Price  
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MT HERMON PRAYS 
*family of Billy Huckabee, friend of Danny Scott 
 
Continual Prayer 
Patricia Bachman, Asbury Arms   Marie Kleckley, Lex Ext Care 
Lauvenia Butts, Agape Hospice House Gloria Mathias, home  
Doris Carver, Presby Home   Jean Shealy, Lakeside Place 
Georgianna Gray, home     Linda Waters-Hamilton, home 
     
Members in Special Need of Prayer         
Lauren Addy  Bonnie Bouknight Andrea Bowers  Sarah Bryant  
Chris Carroll        Debbie Duval     Joye Haygood  Robert Haygood 
Frankie Jackson   Doris Maddox  Dion Metze  Skyler Miller 
Cyndi Thurman  Dennis Thurman Jim Whitaker       
 
Family and Friends Who Have Requested Prayer
Stetson Cooper, grandson of Dan Cooper                         
Paula Miller, friend of Brittany Allen 
Dawn McIlwain-Merck,  

friend of Robin Ellisor  
John Catoe, family of the Ellisors 
Mrs. William L. Coleman Jr (Carolyn),  

friends of Marion & Cyndi Leaphart 
Iris Wellborn, sister of Earl Sease 
Phil Dennis, brother of Lavonne Roof 
Nancy Lail-Hulon & Family,  

friends of Debra & Dave Butts 
Sandra Watson,   

aunt of Courtney Bucknam 
Jaimie Womack,  

friend of Ryan & Jennifer Price 
Cynthia Rabon, friend of Ryan & Jennifer Price 
Blase Rhine,  

grandson of Frank & Bonnie Bouknight 
Jeslyn, friend of Scarlett Bryant 
Faye McCartha, mother of Debra Butts 
Robbie Rector, friend Jennifer Miller 
Bill Geddings, father of Allison Swygert 
Jane Baxley, cousin of Michelle Gantt 
Joyce Davis, grandmother of Jaquelyn Hawlik 
Will & Summer Satcher, friend of Courtney Bucknam 
Sam Lockridge, friend of Scottie Marsh 
Thelma Moyer, mother of Diane Boulware 
Randy Stonehill, friend of Ryan & Jennifer 
Linda Bennett, mother of Beth Jordan 

Singley & Parisano families,  
friends of Sam & Kathy Cooper 

Joy Jordan, friend of Michelle Gantt 
Dorris Layton,  

friend of Earl & Mary Frances Sease 
Jody Harper, friend of Kelli Goff 
Tressa Oswalt, Angie Hydrick’s sister 
Wayne LaBounty, friend of Herb Bucknam 
Scarlett Redmon, cousin of Kinard Family 
Joe & Billy Corder, friends of Ryan Price 
Michael Williams,  

son-in-law Georgianna Gray 
Wayne & Kristen Watkins,  

friends of Courtney Bucknam 
Meredith Thorndike,  

goddaughter of Wayne & Charlene Corley 
Melissa, niece of Ricky & Fran Bouknight 
Addie, granddaughter of Lavonne Roof 
Elizabeth McKee, aunt of Bonnie Bouknight 
Frank Flinn, friend of Ryan Price 
Bishop Ginny Aebischer, bishop of SC Synod 
David Stevenson, brother of Laura Carroll 
Cindy Maple 
Kristin Oliver, sister of Michelle Gantt 
Jimmy Maddox, husband of Doris Maddox 
Mr. Reed, friend of Cyndi Thurman 
Paul Jacobs, friend of Paul & Wanda Addy 
Aria and Shelly Hamilton,  

friends of Scarlett Bryant



www.WeAreMtHermon.com 
3011 Leaphart Road ~ West Columbia, SC  29169 

803.794.6430 / 803.240.3143 cell/text 
 
 
 

Rev. Gina D. Metze, Pastor           803.951.3784 PastorGina@WeAreMtHermon.com 
Administrative Asst       803.240.3143 cell Office@WeAreMtHermon.com 
 

 

CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS  
Terry Swygert, President  Ronnie Fulmer, Vice President 
Diane Boulware, Secretary  Frank Bouknight, Treasurer 
Parker Boulware, Financial Secretary   Ricky Bouknight & Terry Swygert, Sextons 

 
THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

 

Sunday, April 19th         
 9:00 am Worship  
 10:30 am Sunday School 
 11:30 am CR: Worship Team  
 3:00 pm FH: SC Synod 
 
Tuesday, April 21st  
 6:00 pm  CR: Finance Team 
 7:00 pm EW: SACK   
 
Wednesday, April 22nd    
 9:00 am  Food Pantry (Rick & Debbie Duval, Jamie & Nancy Addison) 
 12:05 pm FH: OneBody Worship 
 
Saturday, April 25th  
 9:00 am  Food Pantry (Frankie & Melanie Jackson, Katie Donaldson) 
  


