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The Silos of Arlington, Oregon is favored by many wind, kite surfers and stand up   
paddle boarders because of the strong winds and big waves created in this stretch of 
the Columbia River Gorge.  Six straight miles of river with water depths exceeding 100 
feet create double overhead waves at times. This stretch of the Columbia River is a 
mile wide, providing expansive and thrilling rides for the best wind, kite and SUP     
enthusiasts.  

After many years of watching riders climbing over big boulders on the north slope of 
Island Park, the Port of Arlington decided it was time to build a better launch 
site.  Taking advise from expert riders and designer, the Port built a superb launch site 
and on March 20, 2017 the long awaited project was completed*.   

To celebrate the completion of the new launch site the Port of Arlington and a group 

of riders decided to host the “A-Town Throwdown” event on June 16th  featuring 
freestyle windsurfing and big air kite competitions, 10-m SUP downwind race, live 
music, local food vendors and a beer garden. This fun filled event will officially kick off 
the summer wind season in the Columbia River Gorge! 

*Funding for the new launch site was provided by:  
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Peter Mitchell, Port of Arlington 
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