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Un été pas comme les autres!

Pour préserver la
culture, la langue
et l’histoire des
Acadiennes et des
Acadiens de
la vallée du
Haut St-Jean

(A summer like no other!)

Memorial Day usually signals the start of the tourist season. In the St. John Valley, historical societies
feverishly prepare for the hundreds of visitors who will flock to their sites, and to the Valley’s numerous
summer festivals. Last year, partly because of the sesquicentennial celebrations in many towns, their
numbers jumped! This year, without a doubt, the numbers will plummet. Covid-19 has forced historical
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sites to remain closed to the public. The risk to older volunteers and visitors, the difficulty of managing
social distancing and sanitizing have rendered this decision the safest. Only the Madawaska and Lille sites
will be open with much reduced open hours.
In typical Acadian fashion, the historical societies have turned this sour lemon into an opportunity to make
the sweetest lemonade, in order improve their interpretation of the story of the St. John Valley Acadians.

Most will work on organizing and cataloging their collections, while some have more specific projects in
mind: L’Héritage Vivant in Van Buren and the Preservation Center in Ste-Agathe will create audio and
visual touring guides for their buildings. Cyr Plantation and Madawaska will research the history of their
respective towns.
The MAHC will distribute $49,320 throughout the St. John Valley, to the various historical societies, to
help them manage and preserve their sites, and to provide educational activities, or public performances.
The MAHC is also providing $2,000 for cultural workshops in the Valley schools, and $3,000 for the
assessment of historic buildings in the Valley.
MAHC is continuing its project of digitizing the archival collections of the St. John Valley and providing
archival supplies to protect materials as they return to their home. We have also provided the historical

societies with a museum software program, Past Perfect, for the inventory of precious artifacts.
To the historical entities that protect and preserve our precious Acadian culture, Un gros Merci!

Prenez soin de vous autres!

Célébrons les Acadiens de la vallée St-Jean!
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Greater Grand Isle Historic Society
The names listed below were on a hand written note by Gerald Soucy’s grandmother, Annie Beaupre Beaulieu, the wife of Alfred H. Beaulieu of Grand Isle. They were married April 15, 1902 in Notre Dame du
Mont Carmel, Lille, Maine. Annie was born July 27, 1880 and died on December 13, 1966.
This list was found in her house when she died. They list the names of people presumably from Grand Isle
who passed away from the Spanish Flu “la grippe espanole” in 1918—1919.
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Morts de la grippe
Emile D Thibodeau
Eddie D. Thibodeau
Leon T. Lausier
Mrs. Denis Cormier
Leonel T. Dumond
Bébé Caron
Mrs.Fortuna Doucette
Mrs. Levite Couture
Marie Bouchard

Jerome Martin
Fille V. Martin
Annie L. Levesque
Mrs. Carice Dechaine
Joe Cyr
Bébé T. Doucette
Helene D. Cormier
Mrs. Emile Doucette
Alice A. Beaulieu
Fille T. Cyr

Mrs. Peitie Beaupre
Ida O. Lizotte
Fille. T. Lausier
Anna Soucy
Johny Sirois
Florent E. Soucy
Paul A. Beaulieu
Mrs. Flavien Soucy
Florent Beaulieu
Registe Daigle

Mrs. Edna Marcou
Mrs. Pierre Lavertue
Eddie Lavertue
Mrs. E. P. Caron
Lagasse
Mrs. Leduce Parent
Mrs. Johny Levasseur
36 Morts

What is it? (answers)
Musée culturel du Mont-Carmel— Canoe cup. Made of a piece of burlwood, it is attached to a voyageur's belt and used to drink water on a
voyage by canoe.
Acadian Village—Alternatively referred to as the counting frame, an abacus is a mechanical device used to assist a person in performing
mathematical calculations.
Fort Kent Historical Site—This is an early Acadian root puller, the oldest farm implement at this site. It belonged to Joseph Daigle, grandson of
the patriarch of Valley Acadians, Joseph Simon Daigle. Mr. Joseph used the puller to remove stumps from his property in Fort Kent that he
settled in the 1820s. The large iron ring was attached to bull oxen. The Acadians of the St. John Valley had moved from the salt marshes of
Acadia, to the forest primeval of Maine and New Brunswick.
Ste-Agathe— Longfellow School House getting ready for the big move to the Ste-Agathe Historical Site at 534 Main Street. Check their
Facebook page for updates.

Héritage Vivant of Van Buren

Fort Kent Historic Society

Musée culturel du Mont-Carmel

Ste-Agathe Historic Site

Answer on bottom of page.

Do you know what these items are??
Page 3

Volume 1, Issue 15

Maine Acadian Heritage Council / Conseil d’héritage acadien du Maine

Page 4

Acadian Archives/archives acadiennes
Charles de St-Étienne de la Tour

Menou d’Aulnay assumed de Razilly’s place some three weeks later of unknown causes.

Commission 1651

and authority. Like La Tour, d’Aulnay was Charles de Saint-Étienne. When Charles de

This is a “commission” handwritten on
parchment and signed by King Louis XIV of
France (by his regent mother, Anne of

energetic and ambitious, and the two men Menou d’Aulnay died in a canoeing accident
quickly found themselves disputing their in 1650, La Tour went to France where he
rather vaguely defined areas of authority. obtained this commission as governor and

When the French Crown tried to clarify the
Austria). The document appoints de la Tour
situation in 1638, their ignorance of local
governor and lieutenant-general of Acadie.
geography only added fuel to the fire. La
The document has a wax seal attached by silk
Tour was given peninsular Acadia, but not
threads. It has been transcribed and
Port-Royal; d’Aulnay was given the lands
translated.
north and west of the Bay of Fundy, but not

lieutenant-general

which

comprises

this

collection. In 1653, he returned to Acadia
only to meet new commercial rivals, notably
Emmanuel Le Borgne and Nicolas Denys. He

found an unlikely ally in the person of
Jeanne Motin, widow of Charles de Menou

La Tour had been originally appointed Fort Sainte-Marie. A conflict was inevitable d’Aulnay, whom he married in 1653. In
1656, the English captured Port-Royal once
governor and lieutenant-general of Acadia in and what amounted to civil war ensued.
1631 by Louis XIV’s father, Louis XIII,
during the closing phases of a period of
warfare between France and England and, of
course, their respective North American
possessions. When the war ended with the
Treaty of Saint-Germain-en-Lay in 1632,
France appointed Isaac de Razilly as the

governor of Acadia. La Tour went to France
to determine the division of authority
between himself and de Razilly: La Tour was
given authority over Cap de Sable and the
Saint John River, and de Razilly was given
authority over Port-Royal, La Hève, and the
Sainte-Croix River. This arrangement broke
down in 1635 when de Razilly died and,
following a brief internal struggle, Charles de

A cousin of de Razilly’s son Claude,
d’Aulnay was well-positioned in the French
court and was more skillful than La Tour in
manipulating

court

opinion.

He

was

again, and he was carried as a prisoner to
England. Charles de Saint-Étienne de la Tour
never served as governor or lieutenantgeneral of Acadia again.

successful in representing La Tour’s actions This original document is priceless because
as a form of rebellion against the Crown. of its authenticity, age, and relevance to
D’Aulnay blockaded La Tour at the mouth Acadie and Acadian history. In addition, the
commission exonerates de La Tour for his
of the Saint John River to prevent supplies
actions during the civil strife in Acadia
reaching him from France. In response, La between 1635 and 1645, and it goes further
Tour hired ships and men at Boston to to criticize d’Aulnay for “having prevented La
attack d’Aulnay at Port-Royal. Finally, in Tour from exercising his lawful authority by
1645 d’Aulnay attacked La Tour’s fort at the favoring enemies and suppositions that were
Saint John River and succeeded in forcing not able to be verified and of which the said
St-Étienne was absolved on the sixteenth of
the surrender of the entire garrison. All but
February last”.
one of La Tour’s soldiers were hanged; La
Tour’s wife, who had led the defense, died

Look for more interesting artifacts from other historic sites of the
St. John Valley in our next issue.

