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GCTOBIF MEETING

The Bird obudy Club held its October .Heetinggatzﬂrsw Slatei''s
residence on Oc¢t, 2, chiefly for the purpose of discussing prob- 5!
lems connected with the Tom 7, Kirkgey lMehmorial, Sergeant and Mrs.
George MeClellan -Bradt vwiere enrolls :d 45 new members. . .Sgt. Bradt
has donated a8, collection of his bird photo iraphs to the:memorial.

il

At the November meeting, plans w;liib made for the Christ-
mes Bird Count. . A orocram will be malled to the members in advance.
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The Club keenly reﬂrﬁts that Lieutenant A E: uynon hHas been
ordered away from Fort Blisss : In the year that they spent in El
Paso, Lieut, and Mrs. Eynon ‘hatve appreciahly madified our check—
llst of. BE1L Paso blldS. +An acedbunt of their, triip. to Ruidoso thls

summer, by Mrs. Eynon, appears:in this 1ssue of,.The Roadrunner.
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Lx1ﬁonc;es orISlnH from the war 1iuaT10n . together with il-
ness and death in:-the Ffamilies-&%- our'mpmberu, have delayed the
October. . 1gsu9 of, The Roadrunner: - -However, our subscribers may ex-
pect the ouofomafv thr‘ﬂ 1=Luws thls year,

Teking a card from matiomal politics, the club has re-elected
its officers of last year. They are as follows- Mrs. Marguerite
Wright, Chairmen and Editor of our bulletin; Mrs. J. Owen Allen,
Vlce Pre ident; and Mrs. Lena G. ﬂcP‘e Sﬁcretary—Treasurer. The
two lést-nanmcd officars assist Mrs. Wright in edition the Roadrunner.

A 1ist of discoveries =snd additions made since our last issue
includes the followinz birds:

Av Ruidoso, Red-faced Tarbler and Golden-crowned Kinglet; also,
nesting Evening amd Black-headed Grosbeak and flocks of Crossbills,
June 6.,

In Memorial Park, Red-eyed Virsco, Sept. 1l.

Painted Bubings W’]H.aumlufln@ 1n Ascarate Park; a female . .
Broad-tailed jUﬂJer 1N McKE1lizon's Canyon; end, an Gastern FPhoebe
cn the Bird Refuge, , &

Less uncommon, but still unusual, are these: Heronry on the
3ird Freser.Je (Nests of Znowy:Egret and Blhck crowned Night Heron,
chotographed by Sgt. Bradt., “July 5).

Phainopepla and Orchard -Oriolc, summering in the Country Club
WEeEs ,
Several flocks of (migrsting) Rlack-ecared Nuthatches in Memorial
Park in Septcmber; also a malce Hatalie's Sapsucker.



Seore
£l Paso Birds in August

Most bird clubbers arc absent from El Paso dur ing August.
So, a roccord of birds during that month has mever been made.
Though our ranks were considerably diminished, we decided to
attempt such a rzcord this yc&r. And, while the results are
far fraom complete, we feel that a beglnning has bécn made.

The places visited are described below.

Ascarate le ke, an artificial lake covering about two acres,
is located about five miles east of El Paso. It affords a study
5% both water and desert specics.

Randel's pool, at the northern end of the Mesilla Valley
Bird Refuge, 1s a natural bosque with temarack cotton wood and
other trecs growing in thick profusion.

MecKelligon's Canyon, a city park cxtending into thc castern
side of Mt. Franklin, is a typical dcsert arca.

The upper Rio Grende Valley, adjacent ®© El Paso, 1s a
combination of descrt and irrigatcd farm land.

Memorial park, a wooded area within the city, ¢ planted
w#ith types of evergreen and deciduous trees. ény

Unusual obscrvations arc as follows: America.. cgret-18, (prior
to Aug. 11); black-bellicd plover-2 (breceding plumasc ~Aug. 18);
Forstcr's tern-1 (Auge 27); Scott's oriolc-2 (Auge —2) .

The following migrants arc notad: Virginia rail-1 (Aug. i i
1lesser ycllow-legs-4 (Aug,. 27 and %0) s Wilson's phelarope-2 (Aug
10); olive-sided flycatcher-1 (Aug. 10); ‘violet-grecn swallow-1
(Aug. 2); bank swallow-350 (two flocks of about 150 or 200 observed
on Wire-probably samc group-lone individml last seccn on Aug. 27) 3
mockingbird-258 (nervous, noisy group of 15 scen on Augs 2. Last
acen on Aug. 18th; 4 in flock); Macgillivray's warbler-2 (Aug. 17);
Bullock's oriole-13% (uostly females-Aug. 2 and 4).

Leta departure dates arc as follows: Texas nighthawk-5
(Aug. 18); empidonax-1 (Aug. 27); Traill's flyecatcher-1 (Auge 4);
yellow-throat-6 (Aug. 13); long-tailed chat-8 (Aug. 13)

Early arrivals arc: pileolated warbler-20, (Aug. 18);
yellow-hcaded blackbird-4, AUg., 27)3 lark bunting-79 (Aug. 18) 3
flock of 75 in flight, secen on rainy moring); western chipping
sparrow-15 (Aug. 18).

Birds on this list that arec ordinarily seen in August are &as
follows: pied-billed grebe-93; zreat blue heron-7; groen heron-5;
snowy egret-43; black crowned night heron-2; American bittern-1; |
New Mexican duck-34; gadwall-3; green-winged tcal-2; turkey vulture
-2; prairie falcon-2; sSparrow hawk-13; Bob White-1; Gambel's quail
-283; coot=41; killdecr-9; westorn solltary sanfpiper-7; western
willet-3; black-necked stilt-2; mourning dove-b9; yellow-billed
cucko, (California)=-2; road runncr-4; black-chihneg hummingbird-=27;
broad-teilcd hummingbird-18; rufous hurmingbird-1; red-shafted
flieker-17; cactus wood pocker-1; Arkansas kingbird-12; black phoebe
-6; Say's phoebe-1; western wood peweec-8; rough-winged swellow=-2;
bern swallow-114; cliff swallow-48; white-necked raven-2; verdin-2;
curve-billed thrashor-1; loggerhaad-snriks—lB; Calif ornia Jay,
(Woodhouse's)~-1; yellow warbler=3%; western meadowlard-10; common
redwing-275; gr-at-tailad grackle-12; tanasgcr, (not wester)-l; blue
grosbeak-27; English sparrow-(abundant); house finch-200; lark
sparrow-44; desert sparrov-4,

oznsus takers included besides the compiler arc: o
Miss. Mary Belle Keefer, Miss. Lena McBee, Mrs. Marguerite wright,

Licut., and Mrs. A E. Eynon.
Complied by Mrs. J. Owen Allen

(A 1list of the pirds in this census has pcon submitted to the
Audubon Societys.) : -



RUIDOSO *

It wes a warm Juns day as we =et out by bus for

Ruidoso,

For seven months, with the exception -¢ one trip to Carlsbad, I

had scarccly been morz than a few miles from El Paso

wandering spirit was baginning to grow restless, Thi

and my
s Ruidoso

expedition was to be a big svent. As we travelled along highway
94, I was thrillegd by the bTOad expanse of desert with O'rcat
at“ftouws of yucca in full ;bloom, I could see some of the places

”hrrn_ﬂv hisband had becn on, field prdbl,ms' 4nd “we s

tcppbd at the

"btlu_bown of Oro uranda,'whlch sinee has pkayud_uuvh antimport~:

ant paet  in our ]qua, for my husband h&s now b en
about  three, months.

tatlanud thuI“

Ia spite-of my eérly excltement, my Lnbhq51gsm began to Wane
as bhe degcerd heat grew iilohife 1nt4nrc. Thus' 1t was with no vagrLt

*hqt . flniLly reached the wooded country eround Mcsecdle 0.

\y sensss gzain became alert and my heart beat faster
i1r brushed my.Iace nd trees beamed down on us Fror
It reminded me of homa Wher trees th always plL74
portant part 1n.my=11fJ. 10 .be sot down ahruptly _»
less descrt country wes onc.of thu.hardcst thlno*iw
v accustom my self. Now we were to spsgnd a brie’

ths trees apd. seemingly away from the world andIJll i

‘as the cool
all sid@s.

such an “im-

an almost tree-
which T had
rlod among

ts 'eares.,

Our cabin.stood rizht at the =dac of the Rio Rudidose.  We were

not long in lwarnlnq uhpT a’'grcet.variety and number

of birds the

water .attracted, One of“our, first delights was the discovery of a

dipper feeding diligently W1Lth a fgw fect of the'ca

bins Here at

this lovely woodland ‘resort we were to meKe many discoveries, ex-
citing .tc nature.lovers on their first visit:. To a porson not inter-

ested in nature our stay would hsvd bech & dulé one,
sampthlng to delight us. at’ evnry tuzn, A large part
was spent out of doors. Sixt:en “birds uHTlPSlY new,

b at we found
of vary day
to ud, "wére -

added té ‘our list, and we becamc well jacquainted wi th many -that we

had previeusly secn only a few timss, in migration.

that we enjoyed most werg the evening. grosbeak, bend -~

Steller's jay, Mearn's guail, pinon jay; and red-face

Some of those
tailed pigeon,
:d warbler,**

The Mearn's quail we . first saw on. ome - of Lhe most interesting.

trips during our stay ‘a ‘Ruidoso. One:e arly morning,

Mrs, Lcna McBee dnd a guide, we set ‘out on horsaback

occompanlod by
for Mt..Baldy

(Sierra Blanca Peak), @ round trip Of some twenty-four miles., . Heving

been on.a horse about an hour hefore in my llfd, you
imagine my condition the mext deyy but ;the. joys:of, th
outwelghed all my discomfort. Horseback riding does
extensive birding, but we could numerous sSomgs aLout

can well

¢ trip greatly
not permit

us and eatch

a fleeting glimse “of some feathdred cre esture ‘aS ‘it darted off behind
the leaves. One thing “that Stﬂﬂd out in my ‘memory - perhaps most

of all -~ is the chdnge i flors as we gained ‘altitude.

. 'From the

juniper-fir country we passed’ throuzgh stretches of maple, aspen, oak,
pink- flowering locust and finally pinon-pine and Engleman's spruce.
Then came tlmb rlin¢, beyond which strctcéhed acre after acre of grass.
It was on one of thkou‘graasy glopes after we left timberline that

we were introduced to the Meadrn's ‘quail., Instead of flushing as we

approachad,

we passed

movements

they ran a few fzet and set down perfecctly still until

by. . Their color was so nudrly that of the dry grass that
I doubt if we could hrvb secn them had it not been for their first

Just cbout tlmberllnb blue i¥is bloomed gayly amidst the

brown grass

but as we - ared the top:plants showed less and less

dovelopment anitil nothing But dry grass could be seen. Above us an
occasional snow patch lay in a sheltercd ccrner, As we stood, half

in delight of our

nificence

jecent slove,

-achicvement, half in awe of the vastness and mag-

of the mountai ns, two wild horses dashed across an dd-

A1l my life T had rszad of wild horses, but necver be-

fore had I scen one. Nor was I dls opqlnted as these two proud

heauties raced

golden eagle
pearing around
neken a llﬁlng

PO our path,

UI‘D‘A:LOS.‘D

wmastes

across the mountain side. Not to be outdone them,
soarc® gracefully off to our right, finally disap-
the mountein,  Vesper sparrows alsc secmed to have -
to 'the gressy slopes, for they continually flushed -
The presence of violet-=green swallgws upon these
astonished us no e¢nd. We finally decided that they

he'd ‘morely come up there to feed. Despite our longing to -stay and
syplore further the wonders of tho mountain, we regretfully turned .. :
our horsey homeward, for the sinking sun told us that unlcss we
hurrieg it would be dark before we roached our cabin. This had been
one of the most memorablc days of my life,
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' ‘The remainder of our ‘stay in Ruidoso was spent 'in making short
trlps_each day., On seyveral occasions we hilked to +the Tndian ressr-
vation, It was on cne of thess sxpeditions up.the South Fork of the
Ruidosd that we saw "the red-faced warblsr, In an attempt to locate
s golden-crowncd kinglgt which we feld certain wes making the nolse
above us, we found ourselves looking directly at a red-faced warbler,
Not only was this a new bird to us, put as nearly es.ye knew, it
' had nzvor before been seen in Ruidoso.. How grateful we were to the

1ittle kinglet which led us to it} Another find that seme day was
il dipper's_nést containing two well grown young. This n&Bt, like the

‘~he we found latcr was byilt beneath a woterfall in such a manner
bhat the 2dult birds had to pass through the spray in order to resch
the nost. We satb for some time wetching the tireless. parents. collect

dragon , fly nymphs and, lgnoring our présence, fly bacle end forth

‘feeding the eeger, nolsy young. . . . . . Pt e

... .one of the most colorful sizhts during our whole. visit was a

_pésturc along the Alto road that was literally.orangs with a mass

of Indisn peintbrush blooms. To . add  to tneir;beaniyr_couﬂtlcss broad-

tailed humming birds_darted from onc flower, to &nwhhzﬂ;in;search of
. food., Never in my 1ife have T seen SO meny hummere. at one time. The
“ydr wes a=hun with Thelr f"pid wing beats ond 28 e . tood ;there

aniting for dusk to foll, the 1ittle: feathersd jercalurss one by .one
Aarted off toward ths‘wooda to sevk shelter duriﬂg the approsfehing
nighiie. 5 : ' LIS POTHE S SEE '

, Qur 1ldst evening therc wes spent on & hilltop near the cabin

watehing ‘the 1izht ﬂlowly_iadu'from_tha,wdst~while nizhthawks zoomed

about us in pursuit.of insects, It had bcen a beautiful vacation.

Though time may fade the. .pictures We saw, nothing .con. blot from our

memories tho peace wo Tolt #s together we communcd with -nature,

& *(Bditor's note) Ruidoso, an Indian name meaning Noisy Water,

"Jlies within the Lincoln Nationel Foresti * It 1s s ituated in the
Sierra Blancas, br Whitd Mountzins, & continuation of' the Sacra- |
'mento Mountains, in Lincoln County, New Mexico, some 185 miles
northeast of Bl Pasc. The highway passes through three life zones;
Ruidoso (alt., 6,500 ft.) is in the Transition zone, "0ld Beldy",
(8icrrs Blanca Peak) has an altitude of 12,000 ft. - N

: *¥There is no proviously known record of the rcd-faced warbler
cast of the Rib Grande, The laté Tom Miller Kirksey to6k two spec-—
imens in the Black Mounte ins ngar.Si;ver'City;fﬁﬁW_MéXicd.‘

Birds observed in the Ruldose arcs, June 6 through June 16, 18944
Census:  turkey. vulture, sharp-shinned hewk, red-tailed hawk,:golden
eagle, desert sparrow hawk, Mecarn's quail, spotted sandpipery
pand~tailed pigeon, wester mournins dove, read Trunner, western
.nighthawk, broad-bailed hwmingbird; red-shafted flieker, Mearn's
woodpecker, Jairy woodpecker, ﬂrkanéas,kingbird,,Gassin!s kingbird,
Sey's phoebe, westorn flycatecher, western wood peewee, purple marbin,
violet green swallow, rough-wingsd swallow, long-cresbted jey, tpinon
jay, Ameriean raven, mountain chickades, red-breasted nuthatech,
white-breasted nuthatch, brown crecper, dipper, pyemy nuthateh,
western house wren, westzrn robin, hermit thrush, westcrn bluebird,
mountain bluebird, golden-crowned kinglet, plumbeous vireo, warbling
vireo, Virginia's warbler, orange-crowned warbler, Grace's warbler,
Audubon's warbler, red-faced warbler, Macgillivray's warbler,
Brower's blackbird, eastern cowbird, western tanager, hepatic tanager,
plack-headed grosbeak, evening grosbeak, English.sparrow, house finch,
pine siskin, Arkensas goldfinch, <ad erossbill, green-tailed towhee,
spotted towhes, VeSper sparrow, lark sparrow, red-backed junco,

ippi SpParxrovi,
o pplﬁgadgition to the apbove list ather observers report.the_ﬁollow—
ing: bel ted kingfisher; rcd-napcd Sapsucker; killdeerj ollve—51ﬂed
flycatchcr;-ArkansaS'Kingbird; Wwestern Crow; yellow werbler; ?ownsends
warbler; long-tailed chat; groat-tailed grackle; gray-needed Junco;

. white crowned Sparrow.



