This week, 


we have a new time 


and a new text to work with. 

Just like our text, 


we have gone from the beginning to the end. 


From Genesis to Revelation.  

Now if this is your first time worshipping with us, 


you may be wondering why Revelation?  SLIDE with question
With the world today the way it is, 


you may be gathering up your materials 


ready to head for the door.  

I would understand if you were doing that, 


because much of the Christian church in the United States 



has turned it into something it was never meant to do.  

It has done this by messing with the meaning of the first word in the book, SLIDE 

Apocalypsis.  Word and definition


Our modern ears hear that as the end of the world.  


But the most famous Apocalypse in the biblical sense, 



is the Wizard of Oz.  SLIDE  standing before curtain and Head



The scene where Dorthy pulls back the curtain 




and sees that the great and powerful Wizard of Oz  SliDE no curtain




is really just another lost person using a microphone 






and good special effects to create fear.  

Pulling back the curtain 


is what Jesus was trying to do for John.

Why does John need the curtain pulled back?  


Because as I will spend the rest of the summer saying, SLIDE quote darrell


“Things are not as they seem.”  

John can only see SLIDE  picture of john

that he is on the Island of Patmos as a prisoner of Rome 


and that his churches Turkey are struggling.  



How are they going to survive?  

We can see SLIDE divided country two images

we are in a country that is very divided 


and heading in some troubling directions.  



How are we going to survive? 

Now if the Book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ SLIDE end time scene


was about how Jesus is going to bring the end of the world, 



that is not going to really do John 




living 2000 years ago any good.  

Thanks for the update Jesus, but that doesn't help us now.

While the end of the book does give us a picture of what will be, 


the majority of the book, SLIDE What is, has been, will be in columns



chapters 1-19 tell us what is 



or what has been.  


It tells us helpful things like 



who is the Wizard behind the curtain.  

As we hear and see this new information, 


it changes how we as followers of Jesus 



respond to his Lordship.  

When we went through Revelation 15 years ago, SLIDE book cover

we used Darrell Johnson's book Discipleship on the Edge 



as the basis for our small group study.  


I have extra copies 



and would love to go through the book in more depth 




with anyone interested.  

The title of the book 


gives the point of Revelation away.  

Just as the churches, 


the fellowship of believers 



were in 90 ad, 



so are we today.  

We are caught in the middle.  SLIDE picture people in the middle of 2 sides


It is just more pronounced in the US today 



than it was 15 years ago.  

Since the fall, 


there have been two ways to live in the world.  SLIDE words below


Trusting God 



or Trusting yourself.  

Being the creative people that we are 


in finding ways of rejecting God, 



we in time turned trusting God 



into trusting ourselves as well.  

In John's time, SLIDE rome and jerusalem

we were either living the pagan life of Rome 



of doing whatever felt the best 


or the Jewish life 



of trying to work out our salvation.  
As early as the 10 Commandments, 


God told the Israelites, SLIDE Exodus 34 quote


you have stiff necks, 



you don't listen to or trust me.  


But if you did, 



things would change. 

God was always pointing to a third way, 


the way of following him.  

This is why in Acts we hear the followers of Jesus called SLIDE  show scripture 

“The Way.”  


Or the “Third Way.”  

Jesus had come 


to demonstrate the point of the Prodigal story in Luke.  SLIDE 2 sons
That neither the son who had the wayward living 

or the son who served his father out of duty 


instead of Love 



was really living how they should.  SLIDE imposed over sons
The Pharisees caught that Jesus was talking about them 


and people coming out of the Roman world 



also heard Jesus talking about them as the other type of wayward Son.  


But the parable points to this third way.

What do we need to know about this other way?  


We just proclaimed that Jesus is resurrected from the dead 


and death has no grip on us.  



What else do we need to know?  SLIDE  V DAY AND D DAY 
We need to realize that the powers and principalities that are defeated 


will not go silently into the night until Victory Day.  

Just like every post game commentator, 


when evil was thrown down, 



it started to plan how it would try 



and holdback the winning team from moving forward well.  

Now verse 9 tells us SLIDE of text 

that John is our brother and companion in three things: 



suffering, 



kingdom, 



and patient endurance that are ours 




as followers of Jesus.  

I would assume 


none of us have any qualms about accepting a new Kingdom.  



We all want the world to be different than it is.  
But in a world where our anxiety is already high enough, 


we don't need any more pressure.  SLIDE Greek definition
The world suffering is the word Thilipsis. 


Or crushing pressure.  

So what do we need to do 


to get rid of the crushing pressure?  

Sadly, 


John sees nothing that will let him avoid it.  


He is telling the church that this is part of following Jesus.  

But this alternative version of reality SLIDE  big and small pressure cookers 

is supposed to help us create more space 



to hold some of the pressure.  

That is why John is also a brother and companion 


in cleaving to Jesus 


or patient endurance.  

We all know that when the world doesn't make sense, 


it can come back into focus a little SLIDE child with mom


in being in the arms of someone we know and love.  

In this last book of the Bible, 


John is not going to be shown anything


that we haven't already been shown in the other 65 books.  

What Jesus does do, 


is gives us the whole story from new perspectives.  

We are going to see how the fallen world 


is going to push back against God's in-breaking kingdom from two fronts.  SLIDE


From the legalistic and the pagan sides, 




sometimes with both sides teaming up SLIDE jews pontius




as they did that day on Calvary.  

But what we are going to hear again and again is... SLIDE  Words


Jesus still wins.  

As Jesus pulls back the curtain 


and shows us what is going on, 

we get to see the world from a new perspective.  

We experience a paradigm shift.  

We see something that was always there, SLIDE duck horse image


like this frog



we just needed to look at it from a different angle. SLIDE horse duck 
Jesus has so many things that we need to reconsider, 


to view differently, 


to see and hear anew, 

that he called upon his follower John 


and showed him 



so that he could pass it on to the larger church.  

So what do we need to know from Jesus? 

A major piece we need to hear 


in order to understand that this is a discipleship manual, 



is that these are visions.  


So we can not take them chronologically.  

Just like our church constitution takes one group SLIDE

like the church, 



runs through it for the church, 


and then moves to the next group of Presbytery,


then synod,



 often covering much of the same ground.  

So the 7 lampstands, 


bowls, 


seals, 


angels with trumpets, 


and bowls take the same situation 



and have it runs its course.  


Then we will move to the next 



and run through it from the next perspective.  
This helps us understand why 


everyone is dealing with the same realities 


in different ways 

and help us figure out how we can live in the world 


as we should.  

In doing so, 


we see that all of us are affected differently 


based on the life choices we have made and will make.

Now Jesus gave us various clues, signs and hints SLIDE

that we are changing perspectives.  

We will hear, “behold” 


“look” 


and 
“listen” over and over.  
Because if we see what is really happening, 


we will be able to endure the pressure of the moment, 


cling to Jesus, 


and move toward the Kingdom.  

Now a key thing that needs to happen in order to look, 


is to open up a door or window 



to be able to see what is in it.  

The term “open” will guide us through the 5 different scenes of the book.  

As we open each scene, 


we will have more to look at 



than if we just viewed it from the outside.  

So we will open SLIDE

and see a lamb and a scroll with 7 seals, 


then open and see a woman, child, and dragon, 


open again and see seven angels with 7 bowls, 


open again and horses and other powers are seen.  

These scenes are not organized chronologically 


but as they are seen.  

Just as most of our dreams do not tell an “a to b” story, 


so these visions of things being seen 



give us meaning that we could not get with an explanation.  

Images do more than descriptions do.  SLIDE

I could say, 



“I can lift 200 pounds.”  


Or I can say, 



“I am strong like an ox.”  

Which one tells you more?  


A picture is worth a thousand words.

So the plan is to spend the summer 


looking at and hearing these pictures 



to figure out how we are be disciples 




when we are being pulled by the world in two different directions 



and will only truly find life and freedom 




by going a third way, 



by living out discipleship to Jesus Christ on the edge. 
