Garrett County & Deep Creek Lake
History by Wikipedia
In the early 20th century, the railroad and tourism started to decline. Coal mining and timber
production continued at a much slower pace. Today, tourism has made a dramatic rebound in the
county with logging and farming making up the greatest part of the economic base. Due to a cold
climate and lack of any large city, Garrett County has remained a sparsely populated rural area.
As of the Census of 2010, there were only 30,097 county residents
Garrett County contains over 76,000 acres of parks, lakes, and publicly accessible forestland.
Popular activities in the county include camping, hiking, backpacking, rock climbing, alpine and
cross county skiing, snowmobiling, hunting, ice fishing, fly fishing, whitewater canoeing,
kayaking, rafting, boating, swimming, sailing, horseback riding, and water skiing.
Deep Creek Lake is the largest inland body of water in the state of Maryland. It covers
approximately 3,900 acres and has 69 miles of shoreline. Like all lakes in Maryland, it is manmade. The lake is home to a wide variety of freshwater fish and aquatic birds. The Wisp ski
resort is located nearby. This resort is home to a thriving winter tourism industry and has
expanded its offerings to include some summer activities as well. Fishing is extremely popular
on the lake, for species such as largemouth bass, smallmouth bass, and walleye. Recreational
boating is popular in the summertime as well.
The lake is a result of the Youghiogheny Hydroelectric Company hydroelectric project on Deep
Creek in the 1920s. Deep Creek Dam, located about 8 miles north of Oakland, Maryland,
consists of an earth and rock wall dam across a tributary of the Youghiogheny River.
Construction of the dam began in 1923 and was completed in 1925. The hydroelectric plant
became operational in 1928. The lake was purchased by the state of Maryland in 2000 from the
Pennsylvania Electric Company and public access to the lake is provided by Deep Creek Lake
State Park.
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Friends Community Park Sign

Jennings/Randoff Shaw Beach

Garrett County
*These are places we have observed & sometimes paddled ourselves!
(There are more we could not recommend.)

Garrett County Beaches, Shorelines and Ramps
1) Bradford Lake
2) Deep Creek Lake State Park
3) Friendsville Community Park Launch
4) Herrington Manor State Park
5) High Mountain Sports (outfitters)
6) Jennings Randolph Lake & Robert Craig Campgrounds
7) New Germany State Park
8) Savage River Reservoir @Big Run State Park
9) Swallow Falls State Park (White Water Access)
10) Youghiogheny Reservoir- Mill Run Recreation Area

Other Establishments
Aquatic Center
Silver Tree Marina

Curiosity peaked? Buy Paddling Maryland and Washington DC now
and look for my other new books coming out later this year -Jeff

