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Transfiguration of Our Lord
February 11, 2024

The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end with three
disciples’ vision of his transfiguration. In Mark’s story of Jesus’ baptism,
apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit descending and hears the words from
heaven. But now Jesus’ three closest friends hear the same words naming him
God'’s Beloved. As believers, Paul writes, we are enabled to see the God-light in
Jesus’ face, because the same God who created light in the first place has shone
in our hearts to give us that vision. The light of God’s glory in Jesus has
enlightened us through baptism and shines in us also for others to see.

Welcome to Worship at Bethany!

Please fill out a blue communication card if you are: visiting; have prayer requests;
have contact information changes or other information for the office. (Cards are
available on the bookcase inside the sanctuary door or ask an usher.) Please place
it in the offering plate at the time of the offering. If you have no congregational
home in this area, we invite you to consider Bethany!

The “Kids’ Korner” is our current alternative to a nursery. This section of the
narthex is set up for kids to stay quietly occupied under their parent’s (or another
adult’s) supervision. There is a speaker to hear the service. Children aged 2
through 6" grade are invited to attend Sunday school immediately following the
Children’s Message — they will return in time for communion.

The Order of Service — The bulletin is all-inclusive. The readings and hymns
are included in the order they occur in the service.

Music Permissions — Liturgical music is from Setting 7 of Evangelical Lutheran
Worship and is reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License # SAS103348. Hymns are reprinted with permission under One
License #A-711823 unless otherwise noted.

Cover Image — Greek Orthodox icon depicting Jesus’ transfiguration. Copyright
© Universal Images/Superstock. Used by permission

Readings for 15t Sunday in Lent, February 18, 2024
Genesis 9:8-17

Psalm 25:1-10

1 Peter 3:18-22

Mark 1:9-15



WELCOME

You are invited to stand as you are able

GATHERING HYMN  When Morning Gilds the Skies ELW 853
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1 When morn-ing gilds the skies, my heart a - wak -ing cries:
2  When mirth for mu - sic longs, this is my song of  songs:
3 No love-lier an - ti - phon in all high heav’'n is  known
4 Let all of hu - man - kind in  this their con - cord find:
5 Sing, sun and stars of space, sing, all who see his face,
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may Je - sus Christ be praised! When eve - ning shad-ows fall,
may Je - sus Christ be praised! God’s ho - ly house of prayer
than “Je - sus Christ be praised!” There to thee - ter - nal Word
may Je - sus Christ be praised! Let all  the earth a - round
sing, ‘“Je - sus Christ be praised!” God’s whole cre - a - tion o’er,
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this rings my cur - few  call: may Je - sus Christ be  praised!
has none that can com - pare with “Je - sus  Christ be  praised!”
thee - ter - nal psalm 1is  heard: oh, Je - sus Christ be praised!
ring joy - ous with the sound: may Je - sus Christ be  praised!
to - day and ev - er - more shall Je - sus  Christ be  praised!

Text: German hymn, 19th cent.; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt.

Music: LAUDES DOMINI, Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE Gloria ELW Setting 7
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;Glo - ria, glo - ria, glo - ria en lasal - tw-ras a  Dios!
Glo - nia, glo - ria, glo - na, glo - tyto God .. on high!
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jGlo -ria, glo - ria, glo - ria en lasal - m-ras a  Dios!
Glo - ria, glo - ria, glo - ria, glo - ryto God .. on high!
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Yen la tie - rra paz pa-raa-que-llos quea-mael Se - fior.
And onearth . . . peace to God’s peo-ple. Glo - ry to God
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Yen la tie - rra paz pa-raa-que-llos quea-mael Se - fior.
And on earth .. peace to God’s peo-ple. Glo - ry to God.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into
our hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your
image, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

You may be seated.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

DISMISSAL OF CHILDREN TO SUNDAY SCHOOL



FIRST READING 2 Kings 2:1-12

'Now when the LorRD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah
and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. “Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for
the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and
as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. *The
company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him,
“Do you know that today the LorD will take your master away from you?” And he
said, “Yes, | know; keep silent.”

“Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LorD has sent me to Jericho.” But
he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So they
came to Jericho. °The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to
Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LorD will take your master
away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, | know; be silent.”

5Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LorRD has sent me to the Jordan.”
But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So
the two of them went on. ’Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and
stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the
Jordan. éThen Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the
water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed
on dry ground.

“When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what | may do for you,
before | am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of
your spirit.” '°He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as
| am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” **As they
continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the
two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. **Elisha kept
watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!”
But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them
in two pieces.

Holy Wisdom. Holy Word. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 50:1-6

The mighty one, God the LorD, has spoken;
calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.
2Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty,
God shines forth in glory.
30ur God will come and will not keep silence;
with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging storm.
“God calls the heavens and the earth from above
to witness the judgment of the people.
*“Gather before me my loyal followers,
those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.”
°The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause,
for itis God who is judge.

SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 4:3-6

SEven if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. “In their case
the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. °For
we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves
as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. °For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of
darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Holy Wisdom. Holy Word. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia ELW Setting 7
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The holy gospel according to Mark, the first chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
HOLY GOSPEL Mark 9:2-9

’Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up
a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before
them, “and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could
bleach them. “And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking
with Jesus. °Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us
make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” °He did
not know what to say, for they were terrified. ‘Then a cloud overshadowed them,
and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to
him!” 8Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more,
but only Jesus.

9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about
what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



You may be seated.

SERMON

You are invited to stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY How Good, Lord, to be Here ELW 315
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1 How good, Lord, to be  here! Your glo - ry fills the night;
2 How good, Lord, to be here, your beau - ty to be - hold
3 Ful - fill - er of the past and hope of things to  be,
4 Be - fore we taste of death, we see your king - dom come;
5 How good, Lord, to be here! Yet we may not re - main;
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your face and gar-ments, like the sun, shine with un - bor-rowed light.
where Mo - ses and E - li - jah stand, your mes-sen-gers of old.

we  hail your bod-y glo - ri - fied and our re-demp-tion see.
we long to hold the  vi - sion bright and make this hill our home.
but since you bid us leave the mount,come with us to the plain.

Text: Joseph A. Robinson, 1858-1933, alt.
Music: POTSDAM, W. Mercer, The Church Psalter and Hymn Book, 1854

You may be seated for the prayers.

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on
the church, the world, and all of creation.



PRAYER SONG O God, We Call ACS 1075
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Text: Linnea Good, b. 1962
Music: O GOD, WE CALL, Linnea Good

Text and music © 1994 Borealis Music, linneagood.com

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent
prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, be with you always.
And also with you.

We share a sign of peace with those around us. You may be seated.



OFFERING / ANNOUNCEMENTS

You are invited to stand as you are able for the offertory hymn.

OFFERTORY HYMN O Living Breath of God ELW 407
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1 O liv-ing Breath of God, wind at the be-gin-ning up-on the wa - ters;
2 O liv-ing Breath of God, by whose pow’r the Son came to birth a - mong us;
3 O liv-ing Breath of God,bear-ing wus to life through bap-tis-mal wa - ters;
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O liv-ing Breath of God, bear-ing the cre-a-tion to won-drous birth:

O liv-ing Breath of God, who to the cre - a-tion gives life

a - Nnew:

O liv-ing Breath of God, sigh-ing with cre - a-tion for free-dom’s birth:

Refrain
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Come now, and fill our spir - its; pour out your gifts a - bun - dant.
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O liv-ing Breath of God, Ho-ly Spir-it, breathe in us as we pray.

Text: Osvaldo Catena, 1920-1986; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923
Music: VARVINDAR FRISKA, Swedish folk tunc
Tr. © 1998 Augsburg Fortress

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Blessed are you, Holy One,

for all good things come from you.

In bread and cup you open heaven to us.

Meet us at this table,

that we receive what we seek

and follow your Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY ELW Setting 7
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Dios del wu - ni - ver - so; san - toes el Se - dior.
God of might and pow - er; ho - ly is the Lord.
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Dios del u - ni - ver - so; san - toes el Se - Jjior.
God of might and pow - er; ho - ly is the Lord.

continued on next page
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Blestis he who comes in the name ... of the Lord

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come and see.

COMMUNION

Be seated until ushers direct you to the altar. All are welcome at Holy
Communion. The Lord invites us to come. If you would like a gluten-free option,
hold up your index finger when the pastor serves the bread. Red wine is
available from the outer part of the communion tray. White grape juice is
available in the center of the communion tray. Come and be filled with God'’s

grace!
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COMMUNION HYMN Lamb of God ELW Setting 7
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grant us  your peace, grant us  your peace.



COMMUNION HYMN  Alleluia! Song of Gladness ELW 318
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1 Al-le - Iu - ia, song of glad - ness, voice of joy that can - not die;
2 Al-le - lu - 1a you are sound - ing, true Je - ru - sa - lem and free;
3 Al-le - lu - 1a can-not al - ways be our song while here be - low;
4 In our hymns we pray with long - ing: Grant us, bless-ed Trin - 1 - ty,
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al - le -1u - 1a is the an-them ev - er dear to choirs on high;
al - le - lu -ia, joy- ful moth-er, bring us to your ju - bi - lee;
al - le - lu-1a our trans-gres-sions make us for a  while for - go;
at the last to keep glad Eas-ter with the faith-ful saints on high;
04 —s | —
R e e : |
) | | | e 7
in the house of God a - bid-ing thus they sing e - ter - nal - ly.
here by Bab -y -lon’s sad wa-ters mourn-ing ex-iles still are we.
for the sol-emn time is com-ing when our tears for sin shall flow.
there to you for-ev - er sing-ing al - le - lu -1a joy-ful - ly.

Text: Latin hymn, 11th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: PRAISE, MY SOUL, John Goss, 1800-1880
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COMMUNION HYMN  Christ, Be Our Light ELW 715
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2 Long-ing for peace, our world is  trou-bled. Long-ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man -y are hun - gry. Long-ing for
4 Long-ing for  shel-ter, man -y are home-less. Long-ing for
5 Man -y the gifts, man -y the peo - ple, man -y the
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truth, we turn to you. Make us your  own,
hope, man - y de - spair. Your word a - lone
wa - ter, man -y  still thirst. Make us your  bread,
warmth, man - y  are cold. Make us  your build - ing,
hearts that yearn to  be - long. Let us be ser - vants
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your ho - ly peo-ple, light for the world to see.
has pow’r to save us. Make us your liv - ing voice.
bro -ken for oth-ers, shared un - tl all are fed.
shel -ter - ing oth-ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.
to one an - oth-er signs of your king - dom  come.
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Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957
Music: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT, Bernadette Farrell
Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publicatiens, 5536 NE Hassalo, Pertland, OR 97213,




You are invited to stand as you are able

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. Raise us
to life by your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now and forever.
Amen.

BLESSING
God who names you, Christ who claims you,
and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you,

*+ bless you and remain with you always. Amen.

17



SENDING HYMN
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Shine, Jesus, Shine

ELW 671
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Shine on me, shine on me:
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.

Thanks be to God.

February 11, 2024

Transfiguration of Our Lord

Bethany Pastor:
Pastor’'s Email:
Pastor’'s Mobile Phone:

Janeen Smith
neenigal@agmail.com
253.209.5774 (text or call)

Administrative Assistants: Kristi Fandrich, Wendy Smitherman, Andrew Vert

Administrative Email:
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Custodian:

Office Hours This Week:
Office Phone:

Church Mailing Address:

Financial Secretary Email:
On the web:
On Facebook:

BethanyL COffice@gmail.com
Claudia Simpson-Jones

Kirk Goddard

Mon. - Thurs.: 9:30 AM -1:30 PM
253.847.8801

P O BOX 5024,

SPANAWAY, WA 98387
bethanyfinancesecretary@gmail.com
www.bethany-I-c.org

Bethany Lutheran Church Group

Serving at Worship This Morning

Altar Guild:

Greeters & Ushers:
Scripture Reader:
Intercessory Prayers:
Sound Technician:
Video Recorder:

Inez Hollmann

Pat Ward & Rick Ward
Alan Eagle

Gail Egbers

Cody Estby

Wendy Smitherman
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