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In a bit of personal study this past week, I found myself considering the topic of our growing and maturing as
Christians. The goal of such growth is part and parcel of our being sanctified through God’s grace. It is the path
we find ourselves on to become more and more like Jesus.
Anyway, I found myself reading Romans 12 and I remembered that Eugene Peterson had supplied a wonderful
translation of the first two verses there (as found in The Message). It had been a while since I
Yours in Christ,

“Here’s what I want you to do, God helping you. Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating,
going to work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for
you is the best thing you can do for him. Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it
without thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You will be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize
what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to
its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.”

Circle 3 hosted a lovely baby shower for Katie Ginn on April 11th. The decision to have an in-person event
meant that a lot of ladies were able to watch Katie open her gifts. It was a real blessing to enjoy the fellowship
this event provided. Thanks to the ladies of Circle 3 for serving as hostesses, and to all who brought wonderful
gifts to welcome baby Johnny, who is due this month.

Have you noticed the beautiful flower arrangements in the Sanctuary and the Narthex? PW wishes to thank
Glen Nobles for creating the beautiful arrangements that have brightened our church building this spring.
On Mother's Day, PW will present gifts to honor four 2021 high school graduates: Campbell Brooks, Miriam
Crotwell, Greg Graham, Sean Gardner, and Andrew Gaudet. These young people will receive an engraved
Bible with a personalized nameplate. Congratulations to each one of these accomplished young people!
Circles will meet in person this month on May 11. We will study Lesson 9 of Into the Light: Finding Hope
through Prayers of Lament, by Dr. Lynn Miller. Circle 1 will meet at 9:30 a.m., and Circle 2 will meet at 6:30
p.m. Both circles will meet in Montague Hall. A video lesson taught by Dr. Miller is available at the following
link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OUuFHHATlXo

The Westminster choir is back in action! We have now had two Wednesday night rehearsals in the sanctuary. If you
haven’t returned to choir yet or have been thinking about singing with us this would be a great time to start. Last week we
were working on one or two of our favorite anthems and began preparing a Dan Forest anthem for a concert on June 12.
This concert is a part of Festival South and will feature Dan Forest both accompanying and working with local church
choirs.
Some of our scholarship singers will be moving on this summer. We were lucky and blessed to have two doctoral students
sing with us during their time at USM, they are both finishing dissertations. Haley Chapman finished her masters and has
taken a position at a school near Winston Salem.
Raise your voices with us, let us worship the Lord!
Michael

