
  

 

 



2 

 

Highlights from Mega         
Ministries Retreat  

Blessings and greetings to my BGCVA 
family.  

We thank you for your faithful participa-
tion in our Mega Ministries Retreat, Annu-
al Session, and ministry events in 2023. 
May God be praised for your unwavering 
support to the Baptist General Convention 
of Virginia.  

This Baptist Herald provides a pictorial 
presentation of these events. In addition, 
we are highlighting some of our associa-
tional engagements.  

We encourage you to participate in our fall 
ministries. We have posted our upcoming 
events, and we ask that you share them 
with your membership and join us as we 
grow in ministry.  

Special thank you to President Milton P. 
Bunting, the General Board  and our 
BGCVA officers for the kind expressions 
towards our staff that has served us for 
more than five years: Sister Keshia Butler 
and Brother Bruce Martin.   We thank 
GOD for Dr. Elisha Burke for 17 years of 
faithful service to the BGCVA. Dr. Burke 
will remain now as our Consultant for Sa-
cred Spaces and our Food Distribution 
Partnership with the Mormon brothers and 
sisters.  

We are also grateful for Dr. William Whit-
aker, Dr. Stephanie Wilkes, Rev. Alden 
Vaughan, and Brother Jae Howard for 
their ministry to the Baptist General Con-
vention family. Finally, Dr. Leo Whitaker, 
Leading Lady Cathy Whitaker, and their 
sons, thank you for recognizing their Fifth-
Year anniversary as the Executive Minister 
of BGCVA. We all look forward to contin-
uing the mission and vision of BGCVA. 
Please call on your convention in ways 
that we can strengthen your ministry. May 
God be praised for your unwavering sup-
port to the Baptist General Conven-
tion.  Your BGCVA staff are all grateful 
and appreciative of your loving kindness-
es! 

A Message from the BGCVA        
President & Executive Minister 
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Highlights from the 124th 
Annual Session and Congress 
of Christian Faith Formation 

1st Vice President James Coleman, President 
Milton Bunting, Facilitator Janiel Youngblood, 
& Executive Minister Leo Whitaker during the 
Church Finance and Tax Compliance Confer-
ence at First Baptist Church Centralia 

Attendees in Facilitator Brenda Bashir’s class 
during the Church Finance and Tax Compli-
ance Conference at First Baptist Church Cen-
tralia 

Parliamentarian GWC Lyons and 3rd Vice 
President Ricardo Brown at the MLK Commu-
nity Breakfast at the Richmond Marriott 
Downtown  

1st Vice President James Coleman, President 
Milton Bunting, 2nd Vice President Griselda 
Bayton, VUU President Hakim Lucas, 3rd 
Vice President Ricardo Brown, & Executive 
Minister Leo Whitaker during the VUU 158th 
Founders’ Day at the Perkins Living and 
Learning Center VUU 

Attendees in the General Session during the 
Church Finance and Tax Compliance Con-
ference at First Baptist Church Centralia 

1st Vice President James Coleman, Execu-
tive Minister Leo Whitaker, President Mil-
ton Bunting, Pastor Wilson EB Shannon, & 
3rd Vice President Ricardo Brown during 
the Church Finance and Tax Compliance 
Conference at First Baptist Church Centra-
lia 

Executive Minister Leo Whitaker & VA 
Association of Chapters of Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity, Inc. President Fred Scott at  the 
MLK Community Breakfast at the Rich-
mond Marriott Downtown 
 
 
 

Sister Phyllis Bradley of  Urban Baby    
Beginnings Capital Diaper Bank and Execu-
tive Minister Leo Whitaker 

Dr. Roscoe D. Cooper, Jr. and Dr. Andrew 
J. White during the VUU 158th Founders’ 
Day   

Other Highlights from 2023 
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In life we will encounter many instanc-
es where we will be uncertain about 
what we should do.  Perhaps, one of 
the most stressful times of uncertainty 
is when a loved one is hospitalized be-
cause of a medical emergency.    Fami-
ly members are often confused about 
how to proceed when a loved one is 
unable to speak for themselves during 
a medical crisis.  The questions and 
possible answers seem unlimited and 
unanswerable.  Stress abounds!  How-
ever, there is a way we can help our 
loved ones come up with answers.  
Communicate with your loved ones 
about the health care you want to re-
ceive if you are ever hospitalized and 
unable to speak for yourself.  Give 
them your voice.  Let them speak your 
truth.   This is done by having the dis-
cussion about advance care planning.   

The BGC sponsored a FAMILY ACP 
workshop on Saturday, August 26, 
2023, at Mount Tabor Baptist Church, 
Richmond, that provided vital infor-
mation on advance care planning.   
Chaplains Brad Bradley, Linda Davis, 
and William Jackson joined Dr. Leo 
Whitaker, Executive Minister, in shar-
ing biblical references on advance care 
planning.  They stressed that having an 
ACP document will assist persons in 
advocating for their healthcare prefer-
ences.  The celebratory atmosphere 
allowed the faith-based information to 

be warmly received by the workshop 
participants.  $10 Walmart gift cards 
were given to the first thirty (30) peo-
ple who filled out the ACP form.  
Please, have the talk with your loved 
ones.  Prepare and distribute your Ad-
vance Care Plan with family and 
medical providers.  Also, your ACP 
can be registered, at no cost, with the 
US Living Will Registry.   Using an 
old advertising slogan, one of the par-
ticipants said “Oh, what a relief this 
is!”  Yes, I agree.  It is a relief to 
know that we can help during times of 
uncertainty.   

By Rev. Alden Vaughan, BGCVA 
Staff 

Join Us at Queen Street Baptist Church 
Norfolk on September 23rd, 9 AM. 

Talking is Good  

REGISTER TODAY!!! 
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We Are…Changing            
Communities!  

The BGCVA was awarded three 
grants that enhance our thematic fo-
cus of “Bringing People Together, 
Growing Churches, and Changing 
Communities!”.  The first grant enti-
tled Vaccine Equity and Access Pro-
gram (VEAP) aims “to support efforts 
to increase COVID-19 and influenza 
vaccination coverage for adults expe-
riencing disparities in vaccine uptake, 
especially among racial and ethnic 
populations.”  This grant, in collabo-
ration with the Virginia Interfaith 
Center for Public Policy,  affords the 
BGCVA, a trusted voice in the com-
munity, the opportunity (1) to gener-
ate geographically-specific updates 
on the spread of preventable diseases, 
(2) to collaboratively create activities 
between healthcare providers and 
community organizations, (3) to pro-
vide population-specific vaccination 
messages, and (4) increase and identi-
fy healthcare providers who recom-
mend influenza and COVID-19 vac-
cines to persons of all ages.  

Dr. Linwood Blizzard, the BGCVA 
coordinator on Social Justice, who 
adheres to the goals and objectives of 
Community Catalyst and “believes 
that a health system rooted in race 
equity and health justice is essential 
to a world where we are all more-free 
and healthy” is leading this endeavor.  
At least fifteen (15) persons will be 
trained as VEAP Healthcare Ambas-
sadors who will inform and inspire 
our BGCVA family on the positive 
aspects of receiving COVID-19, in-
fluenza and other vaccinations.  

The second grant, awarded by the 
Virginia Department of Health P3 
Disparities Grant is entitled, The 
FAMILY Advance Care Planning, 
which is designed to “address the 
hesitancy, lack of trust, and iatro-
phobia that African-Americans gen-
erally have towards the medical com-
munity”.  The FAMILY ACP initia-
tive is designed to have open and in-
viting conversations on the need and 
necessity of having an advance care 
plan in place that will enable others 
to speak your truth.  Through engag-
ing, educating, and enabling faith-
based workshops people are encour-
aged to share their health care prefer-
ences with others. 

The FAMILY ACP initiative will 
have monthly workshops until May 
2024 in BGCVA Central and Eastern 
Regions.  The first workshop was 
held on Saturday, August 26, 2023, at 
Mount Tabor Baptist Church, Rich-
mond, Virginia.   Chaplains Brad 
Bradley, Linda Davis, and William 
Jackson joined Dr. Leo Whitaker, 
Executive Minister, in sharing bibli-
cal references on advance care plan-
ning.  They stressed that having an 
ACP document will assist persons in 
advocating for their healthcare pref-
erences.  The celebratory atmosphere 
allowed the faith-based information 
to be warmly received by the work-
shop participants.  $10 Walmart gift 
cards were given to the first thirty 
(30) people who filled out the ACP 
form.  Please, have “the talk” with 
your loved ones.  Prepare and distrib-
ute your Advance Care Plan with 
family and medical providers.  Also, 
your ACP can be registered, at no 
cost, with the US Living Will Regis-
try.   Using an old advertising slogan, 
one of the participants said, “Oh, 
what a relief this is!”  It is a relief to 
know that we can help during times 
of uncertainty.   

The BGCVA wants at least 200 per-
sons to complete and file an ACP.  
To assist in meeting this goal, twelve 
(12) persons will be specifically 
trained as ACP facilitators to assist 
others with completing and filing 
their advance care plans.  

The third grant awarded by Virginia 
Commonwealth University Massey 
Cancer Center, entitled 
“Championing Community Aware-
ness of Breast and Lung Cancer 
Among Various Populations in Colo-
nial Heights, Hopewell, and Peters-
burg, Virginia” is designed to assist 
congregations and communities on 
how they can assist persons in their 
quest to stop smoking.  VCU-Massey 
Cancer Center has asked that our 
churches become “smoke-free 
zones.” Dr. Ricardo Brown, BGC 
3rd Vice President, is leading this 
grant.  

THE BGC is indeed working to 
make our communities healthy ones! 

We are BGC… 

 Bringing People Together,  

 Growing Churches, and  

 Changing Communities! 

~ Act 1:8; Matthew 9:35-38; Mark 10:13-16 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October  8 –14 
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