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In This Issue...

Mission
NJTA has been established for the enjoyment and
preservation of the Triumph automobile. NJTA is
open to all owners of Triumph autos and to those interested in the Triumph brand.

Contact List
Ray Homiski
908-418-2253 : TR3RAY@gmail.com
Cliff Besett
718-442-1756 : Cliffwizard@aol.com
Ken Blair
973-625-5469 : GT6Ken@gmail.com
Ron Weinger
908-575-7064 : sheron@worldnet.att.net
Lillian Blair
Debra Lipp
freyacrue@aol.com
Glenn Schwenker
Gschwenker@verizon.net
Peter Nelson
Eric Boehm
Art Wildman
awildman1@verizon.net
Ray Homiski
908-418-2253 : TR3RAY@gmail.com

Allen Rosenberg 732-742-4642
Steve Bodenweiser 610-207-7651

The New Jersey Triumph Association is a local chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register, the Triumph
Sports Owners Association and the Triumph Register
of America.
Membership dues are $25 for the first year’s registration which includes the official NJTA club pin. Renewal membership dues are $20 annually thereafter.
Dues are to be submitted by April of each year. This
entitles you to participate in all club activities, meetings and elections. You will also receive the Club
newsletter, The Coventry Chronicle, in which you are
able to post free classified ads for a run of three
months. You can find the membership form on the
last page of this newsletter.
The Coventry Chronicle is the official publication of
the New Jersey Triumph Association and is published
monthly.
Technical material is provided for reference only and
should be utilized advisedly.
Opinions expressed are those of the
contributors or correspondents and
are not those of the New Jersey Triumph Association,
its members or its officers or advisors.
Visit us at our web site
www.njtriumphs.org
Please submit articles, letters and information to the
Coventry Chronicle Editor
Ray Homiski
P.O. Box 6
Gillette, NJ 07933
e-mail
TR3RAY@gmail.com

Presidents Message

Winning

By Ray Homiski
Here is a summary of NJTA winners of some recent
How do you say thank you to all those
Brit car shows.
who make your life easier and are there when
you need them. Recently we had our annual
Touch of England
Touch of England show in HoHoKus, NJ. The
hours of prep that go into a show like this are
never realized by the attendees, that is if your
doing everything right.
This event boasted a record turn out for
members & attendees and it was all made
Hellertown
possible by several dedicated members. Leading the pack were Emery Duell and Bill Smith,
Ÿ Steve Bodenwiser - 1st Place
both veterans of this event. All those trophies,
Ÿ Cliff Besett - 1st Place
banners, goodie bags, registration documents
Ÿ Art Wildman - 2nd Place
and negotiations with the event site managers
Ÿ Bill Smith - 2nd Place
must happen in a timely and exacting manner
especially when you are dealing with a State
agency. These guys pulled it off flawlessly.
Next comes the army of set up folks
who make sure the layout of the cars is ready,
the site is clean and the tables, audio systems, door prizes and general coordination
with site managers comes off without a hitch.
Opening and running the event is no
small task. Timing the event activities, announcements, coordination of the door prize
give aways and then the ballot organization
and counting. All this must take precision timing to assure that the attendees are kept entertained, refreshed and active. A host of
volunteers made this all happen behind the
scenes. Thanks must go out to Cliff Besett,
Deb Lipp, Ken & Lillian Blair, Peter Nelson,
Eric Boehm, Joel Barbarito, Ron Dubiel, Brian
Ostrowski, Glenn Schwenker, John Gagnon,
Marge Smith, and probably countless more
who did those little things and never looked
for praise.
Thank you all. It is because of folks like
you that this club thrives and we continue to
see more and more attendees at our events.
RayLet

Events & Coordinators
Touch of England - Coordinated by:
Eric Boehm
Emery Duell
Bill Smith
Veterans Show
Cliff Besett
Deb Lipp
Anniversary Gathering
Ray Homiski
Cliff Besett
FallFest
Al Rosenberg
Holiday Dinner
Cliff Besett
Deb Lipp

Meet A Member
By Joel Barbarito

It’s all my parents’ fault. Really, give
me a moment to explain.
As a kid, some of my earliest memories
that involve cars revolve around my father doing maintenance work. For some reason,
there’s one specific memory that really sticks
out. It’s winter; the sky is grey and it smells
like snow is coming. It’s early, I don’t think
anyone else was up yet, but Dad needed to do
some work on the car. I don’t recall which
one it was, but I think it was the Malibu or the
awful Dodge Dart “taxi cab” as my father
called it. Anyway, it was cold and my father
was wearing his white and black checked
jacket that he always wore to do maintenance
on the car. I seem to recall that this
morning’s work was an oil change and a general check-up.
My job, a critical step in ensuring that
all was done correctly, was to double check
that the oil cap was tight, the radiator cap was
snug, the wires were all still connected and
that, when done, the hood was latched. To a
little kid, this job seemed much more important than what Dad was doing. After all, if
just one of those things was not done right,
well, in my mind, nothing would work. Obviously, later I would realize that Dad was just
trying to keep me busy (and probably out of
the way) as he went about the tedious job of
routine maintenance.

Besides, how could my little hands actually tighten anything on that car?
As I grew a little older, I realized that cars
were not just for transportation; they were also a
source of enjoyment, entertainment, fun. I can
remember summer days when Dad was out mowing the lawn and the rare NASCAR race was on
TV (this is the late ‘70’s and early ‘80’s before NASCAR had its own channel). I would sit transfixed as these amazing machines did astonishing
things at ridiculous speeds. And I could recognize what kind of cars they were!
After finishing, Dad would sometimes join
me for a while with a cold beverage in hand. Inevitably, this would spur some stories. Not many,
and frequently the same ones, as I’m sure we all
know Dads do. But I always wanted to hear
about his trips to Lime Rock to watch the cars of
his day. He spoke of Porsche, Jaguar, Corvette,
Mustang, Camaro, Lotus, Triumph. Well of
course he spoke about triumph. People race to
win, right? Remember, I was just a little kid, so
most of the names didn’t matter. I knew only
American cars by sight (and the BMW 2002 that
my father owned and then passed on to my mother when he got his Malibu). So, triumph was just
a word to me then, not anything significant. But
the stories were great.
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He and my mother, dirt poor and
dumb in love, would pack up their food and
drinks in a cardboard box lined with newspaper and ice and head off to the races. How
the box didn’t disintegrate as the ice melted,
I’ll never figure out. I never bothered to ask
that question, but I’m curious about it to this
day. Maybe this Father’s Day, I’ll get Dad to
tell some of the same old stories and finally
get the answer. But I digress.

tions and sizes for the entire model lineup, the prices, the elapsed times. I don’t how I
did it then, I certainly can’t do it now. But I was becoming the family car guy.

Now I know, earlier I said it was all my parents’ fault and so far my mother has gotten short
shrift. Well, here comes her part. I was destined for
an English car and this is why. After the hand-medown 2002, a 4-speed manual, Mom got a terrible
4-speed manual Pinto. I didn’t know it was terrible
then, but I do now. Anyway, jump forward a bit to
the next stick-shift: a 5-speed!- a little Honda Civic
hatchback. That was a GREAT car! Not because it
was fast (it was not) or roomy (it was tiny) or headThe shared stories were always best
turning (it was pretty basic and not very pretty). But
when both Mom and Dad could work togethit was simple, easy to work on and it was mine for a
er to spin the tale. I think Dad morphed a
while. That part will have to wait, that is too far
bunch of events into one magnificent memoahead to jump to just yet.
ry while Mom seems to be able to recall separate and specific events. It doesn’t really
The reason that car prepared me for an Engmatter, though, because the concept of sitlish car is because, after a while, Mom let me shift
ting on the grass around the track, almost
from the passenger’s seat. At first, Mom would tell
anywhere they wanted, close enough to feel
me when and what gear to select as she worked the
the whoosh of air as cars hurtled past is all
pedals. After a while, I knew the engine note and
that matters. And that fact that some of
figured out when she would shift. And so, we were a
these cars were driven to the track, raced
weird team, a semi-automatic 5-speed if you will.
and then driven home again was fascinating.
How could race cars be on the same road as
Mom also taught me the basics of shifting
regular cars? After learning that, I hoped to
from the driver’s seat when I got my learner’s permit.
see one of those amazing NASCAR race cars
This is a bone of contention for my parents, so don’t
in the parking lot of the local supermarket.
mention it if you see them, but my father taught me
Later in life, I did, but that was just a promowhat the clutch take-up should feel like to
tional appearance and again, I digress.
“modulate” the clutch while Mom taught me how to
use the mirrors, how to align the center stripe with
So, obviously, I caught the car bug at
the front corner of the left fender to center the car in
an early age, though, like most afflictions, I
the lane and, most critical for passing the driving
didn’t know it yet. As I approached my teen
test, how to parallel park.
years, I began to pick up the occasional
magazine that my father would
And so, I guess my parents knew that car
bring home. I would read them cover to covwould eventually be mine, so the routine mainteer. Eventually, I got a subscription of my
nance duties became mine. All that time spent as
own and continued to read every article and
the “Quality Control Inspector” now came to fruition.
every statistic. My brother would often use
I was responsible for oil changes, coolant checks,
me as a source of entertainment for his
tire rotations and swapping to snow tires in the winfriends, calling out, “Hey Joel, what’s the
ter as well as body work. Nothing serious there; no
displacement of…?” or “What’s it cost to
fabrication or bondo. Just sanding down the ubiquibuy…?” “What’s the 0-60 of…?” And there I
tous fender rust and re-spraying with the closest
was to spout the various engine configurabody color paint we could find. Hey, it was a Japa-
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Along the way, my brother and I developed a serious addiction to Corvettes.
We would even a play a game on car rides
tallying up the Corvettes we each saw before
the other. Little did I know it, but Dad had
been interested in buying a classic Corvette
for quite some time. One night, he came
home in an amazing ’67 327/350 black over
red, numbers matching convertible. Wow!
And when he finally let me drive in the same
parking lot where he taught me how to feel
the clutch, I was in car paradise. But there
was always something about driving that car
that irked me and still does to this day. It’s a
feeling of being overwhelmed with the car.
The power? No, can’t have enough of that.
The noise? No, a honkin’ small-block
sounds great. I think it’s just the overall feel
of the car. It’s sporty, but not nimble. Not
for simple jaunts on country roads. That car
needs to be pushed to bring out the true essence of the car. And I’m
about to do
that in Dad’s car.
So, with the flame still burning for
great cars, classic and contemporary alike,
my car affliction continued throughout college and my dream car at that time was a
Nissan SE-R, the BMW 2002 of its day. Well,
Dad came through and found a great, lowmiles used one. 140 hp and 140 lb/ft of tire
squealing fun. I was in car heaven. Until
Dad started telling stories again. What the
heck is a Bug-eye Sprite? Only the coolest,
cheap, little fun car I’d ever seen. At the
time, I could have gotten into a “solid” one
(not into one, exactly, maybe just gotten
one, then) for only a couple grand. But I was
just out of college and basically broke, so
that would have to wait. And since I needed
a daily driver, I decided to save up for a few
years and hold out for one of two new
“dream cars.” I had to have either a BMW
3-series or an Audi A4. The A4 won out and I
drove that car for 10 years before moving on
to my current Q5.

OK, you’re asking, all of this and very little
mention of the British cars that are supposed to
dominate our collective psyche? What can I say?
I’m just interested in all sorts of cars and my trip to
my Triumph was definitely not a straight path.
So, let’s take a look at what happened about
three or four years ago. After the demise of the
Speed channel, I was lost without easily accessible
car programs. And then, hallelujah, the Velocity
channel appeared. And with that, car restoration
shows like
arrived. As I watched, I
began to think, I can do a lot of that myself. I
should look into picking up a fun project car. After
countless episodes, Mike and Edd picked up a little
Spitfire and I was really attentive. I began to look
into acquiring one. Casually. At this point, I had
only been married for a couple of years and Erin
and I were definitely not in the market for a third
car in terms of space or savings. So, back-burner
for that idea.
Then, one Thanksgiving a couple of years
ago, an old childhood friend of my father’s came by
for the evening. He’s a car guy, too. Raced Formula Ford and really knows his stuff. He was really
down on the Spitfire (that tuck under thing) and
asked about other options. We then went on to discuss the merits and pitfalls of various marques, but
my eyes were opened to other options. But Triumph was foremost in my mind.
Then
struck again. They
worked on a TR6. I didn’t think much of it at the
time as I liked the looks of the TR2, 3 and 4 much
better. Over the summer last year, I went off the
deep end with research and began to be able to cite
statistics again. (No, I can’t do it now. I’ve forgotten it all.) Dad picked up a great history of Triumph
book on Amazon and I pored over it for days. That
was it. I would have a Triumph. No other car
would do. And so, I set my sights on a late ‘60’s
TR4A-IRS. And then reality struck.
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Funny aside, my Mom had said that
she always wanted a little yellow sports car
when I was a kid and I never understood. I
thought yellow cars were funny looking. So
when I began my search, I wanted a red or
green car. Red is the color of sports cars in
general and green is the color of British
sports cars, right?
So, daily searches of ebay,
Hemming’s and craigslist yielded a wealth
of possibilities. Obviously, since I was new
to the search,
every car I saw
was a possibility. Over time,
though, certain
cars faded from
consideration
and I developed a more
practiced eye
for what I
would even
bother to consider.
One day,
my father sent
me a YouTube
video of some guy walking around his TR6
with a video camera talking up all of the
components that had been added or upgraded. He revved the engine and touted the exhaust note, then he went for a drive. I
thought it all looked interesting, but I was
not really impressed. After all, the car was
yellow. NOT a color I was even close to considering. So, since it was only a YouTube
video, I thought nothing more of it than entertaining; the search went on.

Until- AHA- the first possibility! A Pimento
(close enough to red, right?) TR6 with low miles
and a claimed “no rust anywhere” promise. So,
off Dad and I went in search of “my” car. Well, it
looked OK from about 15 feet away. Then we
pored over it. Hey, what’s that thing up front
that’s not hooked up to anything? Owner didn’t
know, but we figured out it was some bizarre after-market AC that had been cut loose and the
hoses had been left dangling. Hey, how come I
can see asphalt through the driver’s floor of this
“rust-free” car? And why is the driver’s seat so
uncomfortable? Oh, I see, the padding is shot
and the webbing is gone.
Hmm, what else
is wrong? Pass.
On to the next car.
Long Island,
here we come. This
one’s owned by a
Triumph club guy
so it’s got to be in
good shape, right?
Well, sort of. This
one’s a ’74 with the
rubber over-riders
removed. OK, I can
live with the notches in the bumper.
And it’s got a factory hardtop. Wait a
minute, he said this car is Damson, but it’s a ’74?
Wrong color for the year, but hey, it’s sort of red,
right? Oh, except the re-spray is off. The fender
absolutely does not match the rest of the car.
Will anyone else notice it? Maybe, maybe not. So
let’s drive. Wow, that’s a lumpy idle. Street cam,
he says. OK, so I just need to keep the revs up to
start off without stalling. A lot. Drives straight,
has good power. My right leg, on the other hand,
has barely enough power to stop the car. What is
going on with the brakes? The guy tells me I
should have tried them before he had them
“fixed.” OK, so this one was informative and I do
like the looks of the hardtop- the lines look pretty
nice with it on. But no.
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So, third times a charm, right? Dad
and I head up to the town where I grew up.
This must be a sign! Another Damson, this
time the year’s right. So, in we go
and…nobody’s there. It’s a warehouse in
the boonies and the guy’s not there to meet
us. So I call and it turns out he is there, but
seems to have forgotten we were coming.
Up goes the garage door and there it is. And
boy, does it look good. From where I’m
parked. Fifty
feet away. As
we walk up to it,
uh oh, what is
up with that
paint? Is that
really Damson?
Is there flake in
that? Well, not
really, but even
Earl Scheib
would have
been upset
about this paint
job. Did they
paint over spider webs there? And to call this surface orange peel would be kind. Want to drive it?
Dad says I should- build up that database of
knowledge. I say, “No thanks” since I don’t
trust the car based on its appearance. So,
back home we go and now I’m beginning to
get a little dejected.
However, I knew this search could
take a long time and I was resigned to wait
for
A few weeks pass and Dad
keeps sending links to available cars. The
latest, a craigslist posting about a ’73 TR6 in
Warwick, NY. Hey, wait a minute. Isn’t that
the YouTube car? Oh, look, there’s the video
link right there. It the same car. OK, so it
looks pretty good and based on what the guy
claims it’s had done, it should be just about
“the best car I can afford.” So, OK, it’s yel-

Since the car was in New York, I didn’t
want to run any risk of driving it home across
state lines without proper papers (not to mention
it would be a one hour drive in a totally unfamiliar
car. Hey, I’m not that adventurous.) We had the
owner drive it down to us and I drove him back. I
also needed to pick up the original wheels and
the tonneau cover.
Upon my return home, Erin and I sat in the
car together, started it up and she giggled. I had
made the right call. This was our car. I hated not
being able to drive it, though. No plates, no registration. But wait,
didn’t I have some old
plates from the SE-R
that I never turned in?
What harm could that
do? Just once
around the block. On
they went and off we
went. I don’t think
either one of us
stopped smiling and
giggling for the entire
ride, wobbly steering
wheel and honking
horn making it all the
more entertaining.
And so began the process of minor fixesLock-tight on the steering wheel nut; isolate the
steering wheel from the hub with an improvised
coffee-can lid for a washer to quell the honking;
scrape, sand and paint the driver’s floor; re-hab
the radiator shroud. And a few more giddy drives
with Erin. Some work over the winter with the car
up on stands to scrape, sand and paint the frame
and Bumblebee was ready for the Spring Run.

Unfortunately, Erin’s health took a terrible
turn and she didn’t recover. However, as another
NJTA member said, she watched over us that day
and made it as perfect as it could be. I think I
heard some giggles along the route, too.

Erin & Joel at last
years Christmas
party

Here is a painting of Bumblebee
commissioned
by Joel’s parents. He
brought it to
one of our
meetings and it
looked fantastic

Meeting Info
NJTA Meeting Minutes 6/24/14
- 8/15/14 - Somerville NJ cruise night
By Deb Lipp
- The club purchased a lap top computer. Ray
did a presentation using the computer.
- Introductions were made
- Bylaws being reviewed and revised by executive board - Ray reviewed the new bylaws by
showing it to everyone and going through each
point
- Touch of England - We had great weather and
a great turnout. Many cars came that haven't
been out to this show before.
- Veterans Show - Military guys are coming with
their vehicles and will be an active part of the
show. They will hopefully join us and be partners with us for this show next year. Cliff went
over what we received as donations for the veterans - the show is on Saturday, July 12, 2014 at
Lyons Veterans Hospital in Lyons, NJ
- 8/17/14 - Ice Cream Run - starting at John Bullock's house for a BBQ in Califon, NJ, then we
do a run on the back roads of Warren County
finally end up at an ice cream parlor.
- Warren Car Show - Sunday, 9/7/14, 9am-3pm in
Warren, NJ
- Fallfest - Saturday, 9/6/14, 9am-3pm at Liberty
Village in Flemington, NJ. Our show coincides
with the town's 100th anniversary and there will
be many vendors and added festivities going on
for all to enjoy.
- Anniversary dinner - we have to confirm the
date of the party - but we will have a short run
and then have the party at Delicious Heights in
Bedminster, NJ.

- Fall run is in October (a date hasn't been decided yet) - Lillian and Ken Blair are planning
the run and said it will be in South Jersey this
time - traveling to Sandy Hook as our destination.
- Old Business - Nothing brought up
- New Business - Nothing brought up
- Peter Nelson is our sponsorship coordinator.
He will keep track of all our sponsors.
- Awards - certificates of appreciation will be
given out to all sponsors and people who help
out at our car shows.
- Owen discussed driving his Triumph to Buffalo, NY for a car show. His goal was to do 1000
miles round trip and he accomplished it without
incident.
- Ray showed a couple of videos of a mechanic
discussing TR6's and different problems with
and how to fix them.
-Tech Questions - Brian spoke about British
Vacuum units
- End of meeting
- An executive board meeting was held after the
meeting to discuss further changes to the bylaws.

Editorial & Response
By Ray Homiski

Again silence. At this point I knew he had to
resort to “The Script”. That is the pat answers you
give a customer when all else fails. Here it comes!

Well sir, we base our rates off of statistics
that there are more newer cars damaged and stoIt all started when I purchased my small
len then older cars. To which I say, yes because
Italian Bertone X-1/9 roadworthy. It being a 1987
there are more newer cars on the road then older
qualifies it as historic in the eyes of the State.
ones but my 25+ year old X is not a new car but I
Doing the right thing, I applied for agreed value
am sure there are more 1987 cars on the road
insurance as I have done for many years now for
than 1960 cars. What does that have to do with the
my Triumph TR-3A. When I received the invoice
price of the policy?
I was shocked to find that the X cost me over
$40 more than the 3. How could this be? Both
I have to hand it to the rep. He never lost
have the same exact coverage except for the
his cool and at this point he just kept repeating the
agreed value. The value of the X is about 1/3 the
script using different words hoping that would help
value of the 3. I asked that the X be insured for
me understand. It didn’t.
$10,000 and the 3 for $25,000. I figured all
things being equal on the coverage and the valNow it is my turn. I asked if they were using
ue of the X being well below that of the 3, I would
actuary tables to calculate rates based off of obrealize a rate reduction below that of the 3.
scure statistics. A stutter or two was returned. I
then asked why they wanted all the information on
Surprise! The less valued car cost more.
the form if they were just going to use the age of
Well I am not taking this sitting down so I dial up
the car for pricing purposes. I figured that the cost
the insurer to ask what’s up. Well there was a lot
of the policy entitles me to a certain amount of reof dancing going on and there was no music.
ciprocal nonsense.
The first reason given to me was better
than a Norm Crosby performance. ( if you don’t
know who Norm Crosby is then look it up, that is
why you have this computer). I will try to explain
what I was told.
Agent: Well sir, the X is a newer car and
new cars cost more to insure than older cars!
Me: So if I insure a 1948 XK120 it will be
cheaper then insuring my 3?
Agent: Extended period of silence, I kind
of knew that this person had no idea what an
XK140 was. This was followed by the second
reason. You see sir, people are more likely drive
newer cars so they cost more to insure.
I was ready for this one. I asked him why
on their insurance form they asked me how
many miles I would be driving annually. You see,
I already knew that I put 5000 miles for the 3 and
1500 miles for the X. I told him that since I told
the company on my form that I will be driving the
X far less than the 3, it should qualify for a better
rate.

The good ol’ actuary tables got me! I am the
victim of statistics and no amount of reason would
save me. At this point I am just trying to get my
monies worth of entertainment over the phone.
Now I get my parting shot in.
“You know if you charged me the same
overall rate for both cars and the 3 was the one
that cost more, this phone call would never have
happened. “
Sorry Sir!
I was still unhappy. I also asked him to
lodge a formal complaint. He told me he would on
my behalf. I thanked him.
He then asked me if I would stay on the the
line for a brief survey.
I said suuure! Once again they gave me an
opportunity to get my monies worth of entertainment. I can guarantee that the statistics created by
my survey responses will be of no use to them but
at least I left with some dignity.

Just 4 Fun
= Fake
Let’s start out on a quick pace. Here is a little
= Fake
something given to me by member Bill Smith. It
= Unrestored and all that goes with it
is a comparison of a 1950 Formula 1 pitstop vs a
= I am trying to get my money
2013. Looks like there is enough of a crew in
back
2013 to fight a small war. In contrast with 1950
= On all the parts left
where there were only 4 in the pit crew allowed.
= Every other car on eBay
You gotta love the 1950 video where the right
= I am trying to get my
front wheel will not come off. That wailing away
money
back
with the hammer cannot be good for the sus= I did something that no one else
pension. Sort of looks like I did the first time I
liked
used a hammer to remove my knockoffs. I have
= At least the Air Conditioning works
since moved onto a more civilized knockoff
= They only built 350,000
wrench.
= Paint is bad
= Car was not maintained
http://www.angelfire.com/ak2/intelligencerrepo
=
Back in the day, no one wanted this
rt/pitstop1.html
car
= On that odometer
= DEA Confiscation
= Car is sun damaged
eBay Decoder
= Fully optioned car and at least half of
them work
I have been working on this for some
= Been on the block for a
time now. It is a eBay decoder that allows you
while
to see through the creative descriptions used in
= Maybe some dope will pay my
their classic car titles.
starting price
= Mom or the wife wants the car out!
= Does not run
= Tires and a shell only, frozen brakes op= No engine
tional
= Ratty interior
= I thought I was being creative
= Front damaged
= Odometer has been spun
= Rest of the car is shot
= To lazy to restore
= Needs a complete restora= Ran out of truthful adjectives
tion
= Only 400,000 made
= Needs a complete restoration
= Term used to avoid any questions about
= Found in bad condition anywhere
the car
= Stolen, one step from scrap heap
= Bad body work
= Everything has been replaced with repop parts
= Laid around in damp garage till
estate was settled
= Found out it was too much
work
= Owner did not see rust from 15 feet
away
= Fake

What’s New?
1972 Triumph TR6 listed on eBay for
$23,995. Went up one day and was
gone the next.

1962 Triumph Herald up on eBay
for starting bid of $1800. No bidders. Cover photo looked great but
there was a lot of work to be done.

1979 TR7 up on eBay and bid up to $
2,560 but did not meet reserve and did not
sell.

Sent to me by member Rick Ladd. We
are seeking a good caption for this photo. Look closely, it is not just the “car”
that makes this photo unique, it is more
the contents.

Historic Bits
Classic original Triumph
documents. You can even
see the glue stain on top of
the news bulletin to the right.
That is where the photo below was stuck.

Historic Bits
Continued

Historic Bits
Continued

Historic Bits
Continued

Historic Bits
Continued

Technical Q & A
Another question came up after this months meeting regarding a TR6 Stromberg
carburetor. After watching a video showing how the diaphram inside the carb can become torn causing it to run rich. A member challenged that notion saying that a hole in
the diaphram would cause the needle to drop in the jet restricting the fuel flow making it
leaner not richer. Well I did some research an here is how it causes it to really run rich.
Found this article on the Buckeye Triumphs of Ohio site.
http://www.buckeyetriumphs.org/technical/Carbs/CarbsI/CarbsI.htm
The air increases in velocity as it
flows through the constricted area
above bridge. The airflow creates a depression on the sides of the constricted
area. This depression makes the air
pressure over the jet less than the atmospheric pressure on the fuel in the float
chamber. The higher atmospheric
pressure pushes fuel up through and out
of the jet. (Another way to say this is
that the depression over the jet sucks
the fuel out of the jet.) This process of
fluid flow past an open jet sucking out
another fluid is called venturi action and
is also the principle used in spray guns,
siphon sandblasters, and perfume atomizers.
The amount of fuel sucked out of
the jet is controlled by the fuel level, the
area of the opening between the jet and
the metering needle and the velocity of
the air moving past the jet. The fuel
level in the float chamber is kept at a
constant level by a float-controlled
valve. The jet and metering needle are
precision components manufactured to
close tolerances. If the throttle plate is
opened, the velocity of the air going by
the jet will increase substantially and too
much fuel will be sucked out of the float
chamber producing a much too rich mixture.

The system is designed to keep the
velocity of the air over the jet and hence
the depression at the end of the jet nearly
constant as the throttle opens and closes,
thus the name Constant Depression or
CD. This is accomplished by raising the
air valve (that big piston shaped thing) to
enlarge the cross sectional area for the air
to pass allowing more air to pass at the
constant velocity. More fuel is required to
mix with the additional air to keep the air
fuel mixture at the correct value. The tapered metering needle attached to the bottom value of the air valve accomplishes
this. As the air valve moves up the tapered needle is withdrawn from the jet increasing the open area between the
needle and the jet. This is similar to opening a faucet. Let’s go over that again: the
throttle opens, the air valve moves up and
we get more air and more fuel ---- just
what the doctor ordered! It is no small engineering and manufacturing feat to make
all this work such that the correct fuel-air
mixture is delivered over a wide range of
engine speeds and loads.
Now, what makes the air valve move up
when the throttle is opened? There is a
diaphragm attached to the top of the air
valve, which together with the cover and
the inside of the air valve form a suction
chamber.

Technical Q & A
Continued
There is a vent hole in the bottom
of the air valve connecting the suction
chamber to the mixing chamber. When
the throttle plate is opened, the air pressure in the mixing chamber drops and
air is sucked from the suction chamber
through the vent hole thus reducing the
air pressure in the suction chamber.
The under side of the diaphragm is
maintained at atmospheric pressure via
a vent on the air input side of the carb.

As the air valve rises, the depression in
the mixing chamber reduces, reducing the
depression in the suction chamber. At
some point, the forces caused by the differing air pressures exactly offset the
weight of the air valve and the force of the
air valve spring and the air valve stops
rising. It is very easy to observe this operation on a running engine with the air filters removed.

When the throttle is
opened, the air valve
goes up, close the
throttle, the air valve
drops. You will also
note that the control
is proportional, the
more the throttle is
opened, the higher
the valve goes. The
depression over the
jet is nearly constant
for all stable positions
of the air valve.

The higher atmospheric pressure on the
bottom of the diaphragm pushes the diaphragm up and the air valve with it. Offsetting the force lifting the valve is the
weight of the valve and the force of the
spring.

Classifieds
Remember, as a member of the NJTA you are entitled to a free posting on classifieds
for 3 months running. Dig out your garage and send photos, description and contact
information to me at TR3RAY@gmail.com and I will get it listed in the next issue.

1972 Triumph TR6 Sports Car (CC75356L)
113K Miles complete engine rebuild at 86K
With:
Surrey Roof
Over Drive
Webber Carbs
ASA Mufflers
Rear Tub Shock Conversion
Front Spoiler
Oil Cooler
Premium Fuel Pump
Leather Seats w/ Seat Belts
AM/FM Radio w/ CD Player
Auxiliary Power Source
Wood Crested Shift Knob
Alloy Valve Cover
New Tires (5)
New Battery
New Gearbox Cover (Polyethylene)
New Carpet w/Heat Shield
New Window Washer
Rebuilt Radiator
Rebuilt Heater
Pertronix Electronic Ignition w/Coil
Wood Created Shift Knob
Electric Fan Kit (Not Installed)
Sun Visors ( Not Installed)
Leather Rimmed Steering Wheel
w/Triumph Logo
Vince Maggio
512-514-0138H
908-240-2514 C
vincemaggio@msn.com

Regalia
I am starting a new page in the newsletter called Regalia where we will feature
the items we have for sale to club membership. These items all have the club logo emblazoned upon them. Right now I can only write up the items we have for sale along
with the price. In the near future you will see photos of the items represented here as
well. We will be doing more in the area of regalia so keep a sharp eye out for updated
information. The Regalia Director Art Wildman (awildman1@verizon.net ) can be contacted should you want to purchase any of these items.
Item
T -Shirts
Blue

Green

Gray

Polo Shirts
Gray
Red
Black
Blue
Denim Shirt
Blue
Seat Belt Pad
Red
Blue
Patches
Cars Logo
No Cars Logo
Badges
Cars Logo
License Plate
Frame
Owners Log Book

Size

Price

Medium
Large
2X Large
3X Large
Medium
Large
2X Large
Medium
Large
3X Large

$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00

Medium
Medium
Medium
Medium

$ 28.00
$ 28.00
$ 28.00
$ 28.00

Medium
X Large
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

$ 28.00
$ 28.00
$ 5.00
$ 5.00
$ 1.00
$ 1.00
$ 8.00

–

$ 1.00

–

$ 10.00

Events
Check out the Events section of our web site and this newsletter to be up to date on the latest
gatherings, both club and non-club sponsored. We really like to see new members and cars at our
shows no matter the condition or age of the car. Please try and attend one of the club meetings at the
Chimney Rock Inn in Gillette NJ. It happens each month (Except December) on the 4th Tuesday of
that month and starts at 7:30 PM. It is a great venue, you have dinner, talk cars, watch presentations
and share information about Triumph cars. You don’t need an invitation. Drop in, bring a friend and
enjoy your club and all it has to offer.
V.P. Cliff Besett has worked out our date
for the NJTA Veterans Show at the VA Hospital
in Lyons, NJ. More details will be forthcoming
but mark your calendars for July 12th. The
show is free to all entrants but the NJTA will
donate food, fun and goodies to our Veterans
thanking them for their service. This will be our
third year and each seems to be more successful than the last. Please plan on joining us this
year as it is always a special event and for such
a good cause. It is already on the NJTA calendar on our web site.

Annual Jag Summer Picnic
Schooley’s Mountain Park
Long Valley, NJ
Rally & Car Show July 13, 2014
Contact: Julia & Ray Sharp
511 Grove St.
Upper Montclair, NJ 07043
973-744-2839

The 2014 Vintage Triumph Register National
Convention is hosted by the Triumph Club of
the Carolinas in the Yadkin Valley region of
North Carolina. Having last hosted the convention in 1994, we are pleased to welcome
you all for a return trip, or your first visit.

was a very successful show last year and we

The festivities will take place from Tuesday
September 9 - Sunday September 14, 2014
on the grounds of Shelton Vineyards and numerous other local venues.

look for it to be even better this time.

Flyer

NJTA sponsored Fallfest in Liberty Village,
Flemington, NJ. Saturday September 6th. This

See flyer in this newsletter

Have you visited the NJTA web page
lately. It has been updated with many events
that are NJTA sponsored and others that are
not. All NJTA events start out with the NJTA
abbreviation on the calendar. Take a look.
http://www.njtriumphs.org/shows--events.html

Member John Bullock has given the date
for our annual Ice Cream Run. It will be August 17th and details will be forthcoming in
the future. John and his wife Eleanor give of
themselves and their home to run this event
each year. It is a special mid summer treat
that is not to be missed.

You are cordially invited to attend...

FALLFEST 2014
ALL BRITISH AUTOMOBILES &
MOTORCYCLES ARE WELCOME

Saturday, September 6th, 2014 - 9am to 3pm
Rain or Shine at Liberty Village, Flemington NJ
One Church Street, Flemington, NJ 08822
Show registration: $15 postmarked by August 30, 2014, $20 after and at the gate. Set up after 8:00 am. Popular
Voting until 1:30 pm with award and prizes at 3 pm. Special awards and raffle for children under 16.
Registrants will receive a dash plaque, goodie bag and raffle ticket for door prizes. Spectators are FREE. Vendor
space limited to first 10 vendors that pre-register: $25 postmarked by August 30, 2014.

Popular Vote Awards are anticipated in the following classes:
Austin - Healey
Bugeye
Sprite MkII-IV
100-4
100-6 & side curtain
3000
3000 roll up window

Jaguar
XK120-150
E-type
Other Jaguar

MG
T-series & pre war
sports
MGA MGB/GT/C chrome
bumper MGB/GT rubber
bumper
Midget chrome bumper
Midget rubber bumper

Triumph

Miscellaneous
Other British Motorcycles

TR2 & TR3
TR4, 4A, 5, & 250
TR6 early
TR6 late
TR7/8
Spitfire & GT6
Other Triumphs

Mini
Morgan
Other British Modified
British Diamond in the
Rough
Best in Show

Contact Information:
Allen Rosenberg at bigalnj@aol.com, 732.742.4642; Larry Gersten at Austhealey@aol.com, 908.879.3993;
Jon Rubel at EEMGEE@aol.com, 718.891.5776

Pre Registration Form - Please postmark by August 30,
Please make checks payable to New Jersey Triumph Association and mail to Lawrence Gersten, 38 Cora Lane, Chester, NJ. 07930
Name_________________________________________________________________________ Phone___________________________
Address_________________________________________________Email________________Will you be a vendor?__________________ Car Year,
Make & Model____________________________________________________________ Class__________________________
I hereby release AHSTC, ENYMGAC, NJTA and all volunteers, vendors, and employees from any liability as may be directly or indirectly related to this event.

Signature & Date__________________________________________________________________________________________________

New or Renewing

Membership Form

You may use this form to either begin a new or renew your membership in The New Jersey Triumph Association. The NJTA is the premier Northeastern U.S. car club dedicated to the preservation, historical archiving
and educating the public about Standard Motors Triumph Automobiles.
To start or renew your membership, please select the correct box below and fill out the form completely.
Please print clearly and fill out the entire form even if you are an existing member as information changes
over time and we need to keep current to allow you to receive all the benefits of your membership.

New Member $25

Renewing Member $20
Make your check payable to

The New Jersey Triumph Association
P.O. Box 6
Gillette, NJ 07933-0006
This membership includes you and a family member so please include that information below when filling
out this form.

Name(s)_________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Phone # ( _____)______________ (optional)
E-mail _____________________________________________
Year and model Triumph(s) owned
________________________________________________________________
There have been requests to have the roster available to the membership only. At the
minimum, we will only print name, town, state and cars owned. If you do not
want the following information included please check the appropriate box.
Do NOT include phone number in roster ________
Do NOT include full address in roster ________
(only town and state will be included)
Do NOT include e-mail address ________

