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NJTA has been established for the enjoyment
and preservation of the Triumph automobile.
NJTA is open to all owners of Triumph autos
and to those interested in the Triumph brand.
The New Jersey Triumph Association is a local
chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register, the
Triumph Sports Owners Association and the
Triumph Register of America.
Membership dues are $25 for the first year’s
registration which includes the official NJTA club
pin. Renewal membership dues are $20
annually thereafter. Dues are to be submitted by
April of each year. This entitles you to
participate in all club activities, meetings and
elections. You will also receive the Club
newsletter, The Coventry Chronicle, in which
you are able to post free classified ads for a run
of three months. You can find the membership
form on the last page of this newsletter.
The Coventry Chronicle is the official publication
of the New Jersey Triumph Association and is
published monthly.
Technical material is provided for reference only
and should be utilized advisedly.
Opinions expressed are those of the
contributors or correspondents and
are not those of the New Jersey Triumph
Association, its members or its officers or
advisors.
Visit us at our web site
www.njtriumphs.org
Please submit articles, letters and information to
the Coventry Chronicle Editor
Ray Homiski
P.O. Box 6
Gillette, NJ 07933
e-mail
TR3RAY@gmail.com

Open
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President’s Message
By Acting President Cliff Besett

Iʼd like to wish everybody a safe, happy and healthy new year. It was really nice
representing the club as acting president for the last 3 months of 2013. The board we
have in place right now makes the job much easier. The 3 new board members that will
be in place next year will really round out our board of directors.
I would like to wish Ray Homiski congratulations on winning the presidency. We have a
lot of new things in store for the club in the new year, so keep checking the newsletter
and the website for updates of future shows and runs.
I hope everybody that came to the Christmas party had a good time.
Thank you all for such a great year. I look forward to next year being even greater.
Acting President
Cliff Besett

President’s Message
By Ray Homiski
Well, the New Year is upon us. We have a lot to be thankful for these past few years
but our focus must be on the future. We did a lot of good things this past year and I
want to stay with those and hopefully improve on them. I do want to look forward on a
few items and as all incumbent Presidents, I have my 180 day agenda as a rough draft
in my mind. I plan to discuss these with the Executive Committee (EC) and begin to
take action soon after approval.
Some things are already under way. As an example, we are working on an updated
web site for the club. We must keep up with the changes in technology while keeping
our history intact. The newly designed web site will do that. I want to include some new
items that you may have thought of in the past but did not mention. Let’s throw open
the doors to new ideas and innovations for the club.
I have recently put up a Twitter Page for the NJTA (@NJTriumph) and have been
testing it, but could use your help. To some of you Twitter is what that little bird in the
Warner Bros cartoon did but to the electronic generation it is a quick way to keep in
touch with current events, so we are going down that path.
We already have a Facebook page and it has received some good attention in the
past. We need to boost its use among members and to do that I believe we need to
have some educational opportunities at our meetings to show how these technologies
are used and how they can help each of us with a computer to be a part of a larger
Triumph community.
We have experimented with an NJTA forum and I have to say I am not a big fan even
though I created it. It is a free site but very clumsy and I mean to address that in some
manner this year.
Another thing that I want to explore is a new method of increasing our membership. I
believe this is key to our long term health as a club. I have some ideas that will be
discussed with the EC soon but rest assured, you will all be a part of it.
We already have our date set for our Touch of England show and we will be getting our
others nailed down soon so we can all put them on our calendars to avoid conflicts. We
want to have our usual tours this year with a new one inserted somewhere along the
line. There is a new event in the planning stages for this year and when it is finalized
you will see it here, on Facebook and onTwitter.
I also will be pushing for greater involvement of the EC with our membership. I will be
asking each of you to volunteer your time at either events or tours or to help out on the
newsletter, Facebook & Twitter content. We have some new members and I am hoping
that the younger among us will begin to make themselves felt.
Cheers, Ray

Meet a Member
By Cliff Besett

My love for the TR6 started way back in 1970. I was in between jobs and I was
working in a car wash for some extra cash. The manager had a 1970 TR6. Nobody
really wanted to go out to buy breakfast. He came up with the idea to let whoever went
out for breakfast use his TR6, so I volunteered. From then on I went to get breakfast
every morning in the TR6 and sometimes I would get “lost” for an hour or so before
returning to work. From that time on, I wanted one, but there werenʼt too many
mechanics who would work on them and I got tied up in other projects like my
motorcycles, so I didnʼt get one then.
Many years passed and I actually
bought a yellow 1976 TR6 from a car
dealership in Perth Amboy, NJ. I was
supposed to pick it up on a Thursday,
but my job went out on strike that
Wednesday, so that ended that. I kept
checking out prices on TR6ʼs now and
then and in 2000 I bought a 1974 TR6.
I wanted a TR6 that was a little different
from the others, so I bought an early
1974 TR6, which was a half year car
because it was only made for the first 6
months of 1974. (Since it was a half
year car, it took me 2 years to find a
good bumper for the car because they
only made that bumper for 6 months). I
actually bought the car from one of our club members, Glenn Schwenker, before he
was a member. He had done all the chassis work for the 1974 car and then he found a
1976 TR6 that needed brakes, so he put the original car up for sale and bought the
1976 for himself. I bought the 1974 TR6 from Glen . The 1974 car wasnʼt in the best of
shape, so after buying and collecting parts for the next 3 years, a friend of mine, Al, and
I started the restoration on the rest of the vehicle in 2004.
Continued...

Meet a Member
By Cliff Besett
continued

The restoration was done on and off for the next few years because my father was
sick and I had to take care of him, leaving no time for the car. The restoration can be
done on so many levels. You have to decide how much money and intensity you want
to put into the car. I had to decide if I wanted to have a driver, a really nice restoration
or a show restoration. I decided to have a show car and a driver. From a car that should
have been in the junk yard, it was restored to become an Antique Automobile Club of
America (AACA) junior and senior national champion. It was well worth the time and
effort that we put into it.
The TR6 shows well at
car shows. It has won
many awards. All car
shows are different. I
started showing the
car in 2009. The first
year out, it took 4 first
places and 1 second
place. Some of the
awards that really stick
out in my mind are an
AACA junior national
championship in 2011
and an AACA senior
national championship
in 2012. To go back
and win that award in
2012 was just
unbelievable.
Another car show that sticks out in my mind is the Staten Island Alzheimerʼs Car Show
where I won the Executive Board award, which was right below Best In Show. To have
the only foreign car there was great. To win my class the first time I showed my car at
Red Mill was also special, as there were only 100 other cars there. At the Staten Island
Spring car show, my car won Best in Show for foreign cars. Another award the car won,
which I consider won for all the British cars, was Best of Show at Raceway Parks 29th
Annual Spring Auto Show. It was the first time ever in the 29 years of having the show
that a foreign car won Best of Show in the 1960 and newer category. This was a win for
all the British car enthusiasts. The best part of winning the Best of Show trophy was
that it was a 5 foot trophy. Everyone was wondering how I was going to get it home. I
had it sticking out the back window 3 feet while driving back home to Staten Island.
Continued...

Meet a Member
By Cliff Besett
continued

The car shows are changing now.
They are actually recognizing our
cars at the American car shows as
we are putting as much money and
time into our vehicles as they are
with theirs. Since I have been
showing the car beginning in 2009,
it has won over 35 trophies and
plaques. Itʼs always really nice to
win an award and to have people
see the workmanship and the time
that you put into your car, but the
stories that people tell you about
the British cars in their lives - how
they had one, always wanted one,
etc. - is always priceless.
The best part of owning a TR6 is driving it. My TR6 is no trailer queen. I drive it to every
show I go to - whether its in North Jersey, South Jersey, Pennsylvania or Upstate NY. I
put over 5,000 miles on my car last year alone. What they say is true - when you buy a
British car, not only are you getting a car, youʼre getting a lot of friends along with it.
I joined the NJ Triumph Association in 2008. I enjoy being an active member of the club
and I have met many good friends in the club and at the car shows we go to.
Cliff Besett
Vice President of the NJ Triumph Association

Editorial & Responses
By Ray Homiski
:

: The act of taking part, as in some action or attempt.

Well, that is the dictionary definition but I have my own. I look at participation as any
member lending a hand whenever possible to contribute to the club, its activities and its
continued health. When I joined the club about 5 years ago I was as green on Brit cars
as a BRG Spitfire. Now I am going to go into my first year as President. There was no
magic or no secret formula. If you want to rise trough the ranks of the club there is more
than ample opportunity to do so. Anyone can seek office, but typically our Executive
Committee come from the ranks of the volunteers that help out multiple times during
the year.
You all know that you do not need to have a Triumph car to be a member of the NJTA.
Likewise, you do not need a car to be a Committee member. We look for folks with the
passion and interest that drives them to help others in the hobby and the club. I can tell
you countless stories on members I have met that go out of their way to help out each
and every time we have an event. Some volunteer up front while others volunteer right
on the spot. Both are welcome and really make me feel proud to be a member of this
organization.
Now, this coming year, I will be asking for new ways to increase our reach out to the
communities, the youth and new members. It is no secret that when I look out at the
attendees at our meetings and events, the backgrounds of our members is varied, but
most of us seem to have one thing in common, our hair color. We have recently gained
some members with a distinct difference in their hair color and I am thankful for that. I
would like to ask these youthful folks how to reach out to more like themselves. As the
new President, I will be open to almost any suggestion. I would like to brainstorm ideas
on how the club should progress into the next few years. I also want to use the club and
NJTA folks that may be able to contribute to our efforts
newsletter to reach out to
in a non traditional way. Some of these are the kids I see ogling my car when I am at a
show. That said, here is my offer/challenge. Maybe you have a budding artist in the
family, perhaps someone studying in the arts or even just a hobbyist in that discipline. I
want to start a new section in the newsletter that displays any Triumph Automobile
related art that you might just coax your relative into producing.
That is it, it is that simple and the submissions will be brought to our EC for a vote on
which will go into the next month’s issue. We will keep doing this until we run out of art
or artists which ever comes first. It can be a hand sketch, painting, drawing, computer
image, crayon, sculpture or use your imagination. The only rule is that it has to be an
original piece and signed. This is a great way to get other family members involved in
the hobby and we should have access to many younger family members as again our
hair color indicates a certain amount of um, seniority.

Club Activities
By
Ray Homiski
On Sunday December 8th, 2013 The New Jersey Triumph Association held it’s
modern day 2nd Annual Holiday Party. The event took place at the Delicious Heights
Restaurant in Bedminster, NJ. Although the weather was threatening the guest list
was full and all registered guests attended.

I believe we had in excess of 44 people and plenty of room to move around and
socialize with each other. We had three rooms to accommodate us. Two of the rooms
were for seating while the third had a bar and setup for the food and boy, what food
we had. I am doing this from memory but I
recall appetizers that included bacon wrapped
scallops, shrimp, calamari, sliders, Swedish
meatballs and filet mignon kabobs. The main
course offered filet mignon, penne ala vodka,
stuffed tilapia and chicken Francaise with salad
and sides. For dessert we had assorted
pastries and petit fours with coffee, tea or other
beverage. There were provisions for our Vegan
members also. Everyone commented positively
about the food. Champagne was provided for a
toast ,where our hosts Cliff Besett and Debra
Lipp raised a glass to our past year’s
achievements and our future under a new President.

Continued...

Club Activities
By Ray Homiski
Continued

This was a great mixer and
what a deal for the
members. They got a $56
meal for only $28. The
balance with tips, taxes and
extras were covered by the
NJTA club.
There were a lot of familiar
faces and several new ones
including our newest
members. More photos of
the event can be seen
here...
https://plus.google.com/u/3/p
hotos/110955146320183018
531/albums/5955910856874
077169

Each room had several flat
screen TV’s on the wall that
displayed over 2000 images
from the full archive of the
NJTA. Those alone raised a
lot of discussion among
members.

Continued...

Club Activities
By Ray Homiski
Continued

One of the evening’s highlights was the raffle for the large flat screen TV provided by
the club as an attendance award. If you were an NJTA member in good standing and
attended an event sanctioned by the NJTA with your car, you had a chance entered
under your name. If you went to multiple events, you received multiple chances. There
were over 75 chances issued. This raffle did not include Executive Committee
members so we actually had even more folks at our shows.
The drawing was held near the end of the event and long time member and past
President Bill Smith, along with his wife Marge, were fortunate to win. Bill is still very
active in the club and attends nearly every event we sponsor. He is also very involved
in the production of our Touch of England event where he is a co-producer.
Congratulations to Bill & Marge, very well deserved.
The event drew to
a conclusion with
the beginning of
snowflakes
showing
themselves for the
first time this year.
Cliff & Deb planned
this well. We
arrived at a good
time, enjoyed
ourselves and got
home with daylight
failing but ahead of
the worst of the
storm and in plenty
of time to relax
before the next
work day.

Many thanks to Cliff & Deb for their hard work on this one and to all you members who
attended. I hope to do this again next year and hope for more attendees.

Ray Homiski

What’s New ?

Alan & Emily Cohen

What’s that you say? A Standard Tilly? Who knew! Yes, the Standard Tilly was how the
UK used its automotive resources to make military grade machinery. Standard Motors
did their part by making what they affectionately call the Tilly. Here is a link to the Tilly
page on the Standard Motor Club website.
http://www.standardmotorclub.org.uk/page768.html

Here is another supplier of Triumph parts in the UK. Never heard of them before, but it
says they ship to the world. Prices seem to be on par with others. They are called the
David Manners Group.
http://www.jagspares.co.uk/home.asp
Perhaps some of you have seen this before but it is worth mentioning for those who
have not. Haggerty Insurance has a value calculator that shows a graphic
representation of how your car’s worth has gone for the past several years. The graph
takes into account condition, make and model. Check it out here.
http://www.hagerty.com/valuationtools/HVT/VehicleSearch
How do you double the value of your Triumph?
Fill it with Gas!
Enjoy a bit of humor about British Cars? Well, there is a site for you. It is on the Spitfire
& GT6 site. I particularly like this one. What do you call an MG with dual exhaust? You
will have to go to the site for the answer.
Here is the link.
http://www.triumphspitfire.com/Jokes.html
Looking to get something special for that little import car lover in your family. Well,
there is a new children's book out called The Little Red Racing Car. It has a Brit
connection as it is based on a Masserati driven by Stirling Moss. (P.S. I get no royalties
or benefit from plugging this book). Check it out here.
http://www.thelittleredracingcar.com/

What’s New ?
Continued

Well let’s go Hi Tech on you for this next one. This is a video I just received about a
guy who did an LED tail light conversion on his TR3 car. The fascinating thing about
this one is not the conversion itself, but how he constructed a mounting bracket using
some design software and a 3D printer. If you are not familiar with 3D printing, it is a
way to make things in three dimension from a sophisticated printing device. It is pretty
interesting to see. Click on this link to have a look.
http://youtu.be/gGld-k2CohU
Member Rick Ladd is at it again, uncovering some of the most unusual Triumph
Spitfire cars on the planet. Here is one that is reminiscent of the late 50s when tailfins
were the in thing. For sure you would be the only one at any car event to show up with
this one.

What’s New ?
Continued
Some eBay news. I have seen a lot of activity on eBay regarding Triumph cars. Almost
every model imaginable has been for sale lately but a couple stood out that are pretty
current.
You TR7 folks take note of this one. The auction ended with the car bringing over
$16,000. You read that right, the car claims to be museum quality and only has 710
original miles.

What’s New ?
Continued
Now for the other extreme on an eBay auction that is running currently as I write this
article. As you can see Mother Nature is selling this car after she owned it for quite
some time. I like the way Mother added her own 5 mph rear bumper to this older car to
bring it up to 1974 standards.

Historic Bits

Historic Bits

Historic Bits

Historic Bits

Technical Q & A

There were no questions last month so I will just share with you something I discovered
by just trying.
My wiper blades were shot on my TR3A. They are very small as you would imagine and
they are available at any of our regular suppliers. They are not that expensive, but that
was the problem for me. I kept putting off buying them. I figured I would order them
when I needed something else to take advantage of the shipping costs.
Now, I am not against any of our suppliers making a buck, but I was shocked last year
when I purchased something small that I could have shipped across the country for less
than $3 and this supplier charged me $12. I was not going to let that happen again.
I waited for the opportunity, but when it came I forgot to include the blades, so here I
was again with rotted blades and the waiting game was growing old. It was now the
middle of swap meet season last October so I thought I would just find a set there. I go
to Carlisle, Hershey and several other smaller venues. Surely there would be a set at
one of these locals. Nope, I grew frustrated and began to weaken. I contemplated
another order and would have to bite my lip on the shipping costs.
While working on my other car, I spotted on my garage wall a set of unused wipers that
were for a family car that was long gone. I hold onto everything ,or at least that is what
my wife says. I looked at the wipers closely and saw that the rubber blade could be
extracted with little effort. I then went over to my TR and removed a wiper blade. I
extracted the decaying rubber and took notice of the profile pattern. I compared it to the
one I just took off the new blade and darn if they were not the same. I took out a pair of
scissors and cut the length to the same as the rotted one and slipped it into place in the
blade and it worked. I used it a few times and it does not come off, it looks great and it is
fully functional. Best yet, it did not cost me a dime, well, unless you count that I bought
that original blade many years ago and it was just sitting around doing nothing.
I guess the moral of the story is, look around before you buy anything. You might be
surprised at what you already have. If you are like me and squirrel away things it can be
like a scavenger hunt right in your own garage.
You would be surprised at how many things I find in my garage that I long forgot about.
Many items are useful and I am always pleased that I had the foresight some years ago
to know that someday I would use this thing.
Cheers
Ray Homiski

Classifieds
Remember, as a member of the NJTA you are entitled to a free posting on classifieds
for 3 months running. Dig out your garage and send photos, description and contact
information to me at TR3RAY@gmail.com and I will get it listed in the next issue.

3rd Posting...
Complete interior (black) for TR-7 1975 coupe still in boxes and wraps- quick sale
$100.00. If interested please call . Located in Rumson, Monmouth County, NJ
Thomas Matulewicz
732-606-5726

Continued...

Events
Check out the Events section of our web site and this newsletter to be up to date on
the latest gatherings both club and non club sponsored. We really like to see new
members and cars at our shows no matter the condition or age of the car. Please try
and attend one of the club meetings at the Chimney Rock Inn in Gillette NJ. It happens
each month (Except December) on the 4th Tuesday of that month and starts at 7:30
PM. It is a great venue, you have dinner, talk cars, watch presentations and share
information about Triumph cars. You don’t need an invitation. Drop in, bring a friend
and enjoy your club and all it has to offer.

We have an early jump this year on the dates for our Touch of England show at the
Hermitage in Ho-Ho-Kus, NJ. Member and TOE coordinator Emery Duell reports that
the dates approved by The Hermitage are Saturday June 7, 2014 and a rain date of
Sunday June 8, 2014.
Mark those calendars now so you won’t get conflicted with any other event as this
always proves to be one of the highlights of the NJTA season. With the help of new
member Eric Boehm, we have the flyer ready for publication. See it on the next page
and get your registrations in early to secure you spot for Touch of England 2014.

Membership Form

You are at the first step in joining the premier Greater New Jersey/New York automobile
club dedicated to keeping the Triumph motor car alive.
We are unable to accept membership applications over the internet. Please print and
clearly complete the membership form below and mail it to
New Membership
New Jersey Triumph Association
Box 6
Gillette, N J 07933-0006
With a check for $25.00 made payable to the New Jersey Triumph Association.
This is a family membership so include the name of your spouse, girlfriend, significant
other, or other family members.
Our primary method of notifying members of events is by email so please make sure your
email address is accurate.
Name(s)_________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Phone # ( _____)______________ (optional)
E-mail _____________________________________________
Year and model Triumph(s) owned
_____________________________________________________________________
There have been requests to have the roster printed in the Coventry Chronicle. If you
want the following information included please check the appropriate box. At the
minimum, we will only print name, town, state and cars owned. (Several vendors receive
our newsletter, as well as other clubs, so they will have access to any information printed.
Do
Do

include phone number in roster ________
include full address in roster ________
(only town and state will be included)
Do
include e-mail address ________

