FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Q: You deal with a serious illness in your book, Missing Emily. Is that related to your medical background?
A: Yes. Over the years, certain things really stay with me. Children with cancer always breaks our hearts. Bone marrow transplants and now stem cells are saving so many young lives.

Q: Was there any particular child?
A: I read about a legal challenge to NOTA, the 1984 National Organ Transplant Act, which prohibits the sale of organs. A mother with three little girls who would need bone marrow transplants for a genetic disease was a plaintiff. The resolution did not allow the sale of bone marrow, but did allow the sale of stem cells, which work in a similar way as bone marrow.

Q: How did you go from nursing to writing?
A: Nurses know all about writing as a healthy catharsis. That’s what I was doing when I turned my scribbles into a story. It became my first novel, and I never looked back!

Q: You didn’t write stories in your youth like many writers?
A: I was climbing trees and riding my bike. A very active kid. Once I did cartwheels all the way home from school! It was a half mile. That kind of happy childhood did benefit my writing. The Knoll Cottage series—Missing Emily is book one—has a mother-daughter theme. Each book stars a little girl with perhaps a piece of me.

Q: Tell us about your reading habits? Your favorite authors and books?
A: I did my pediatric studies in Montreal in the three coldest months of winter. The dorm had a set of Nancy Drew mysteries. I read through all of them. I never stopped reading. I started with gothic classics, Jane Eyre, Rebecca, Wuthering Heights. I moved to Agatha Christie, Mary Stewart, Victoria Holt. Later I had a spy book period. Now I am reading women’s fiction, but when I want a good scare, Lisa Gardener is my choice. I also support other Indie authors, so you can see, I have about six books going at a time.

Q: You are an Indie writer yourself. What made you choose that route?
A: Like so many writers today, the hunt for an agent is tough. I’ve come close—Silent Grace, the next Knoll Cottage book, was a finalist in the Women’s Fiction Writers Association’s Rising Star contest. An agent asked for the book, than passed on it. I’ve had other times agents did the same. So, time passing, I stepped out of my comfort zone and studied self-publishing. I have to say, I do admire what agents do for writers. Everything I do has a big learning curve!

Q: Can you tell us a little about Silent Grace:
A: In this series, one of the recurring characters is Knoll Cottage itself. Silent Grace is the star of the second story. She is deaf from meningitis. Her mother, who is addicted to drugs, and her aunt are her only family. Both drug addiction and its impact, and deafness are again influenced by my medical background. This story also has a romance. Parts are bittersweet, but I do make mostly happy endings.

Q: I’m intrigued by your bio, which says you’ve lived in nineteen different dwellings.
A: It’s not a record, but we sure moved around. In fact, we lived in three different places the first year we were married. I think my husband loved that. He was hired by the Federal Government after that year, and we kept on moving. I think we moved more in retirement that we did during his career.

Q: You worked for the CIA. What was that like?
A: The best job I’ve ever had. I loved that job. Those people were the most patriotic Americans I’ve ever met. It was a privilege to know them. Most people will never know the sacrifices involved with their careers. I got to sit in on meeting that made my eyes pop!

[bookmark: _GoBack]Q: Are you going to write a book about the CIA?
A: I already did. It’s a romantic suspense, The French Revelation, which I hope to eventually release. When I do, the CIA has to approve the final manuscript before it goes to press.

Q: Where can people buy your book?
A: They can go to my website: www.gerrileclerc.com and hit a button for Amazon, iBooks, B & N. It is available as a paperback or eBook. It’s also on sale on Cape Cod at Booksmith Musicsmith in Orleans and Titcomb’s Bookshop in East Sandwich.
